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Notes and Quotes ' a r
from the world of sport
By Denis Gibbons

The Tri-County Minor Hockey League Is trying out & new
.gystem of scheduling this year, one they hope will prove
satisfactory. Purpose of the system is to keep teams, cven
those eliminated from O.M.H.A. playoffs, playing group
hockey right up until the end of March.

Beginning this week, the league schedule will be
interrupted for three weeks so that teams may participate {n
an O.M.H.A. qualifying round which will declare winners in
each . of three classifications "AAA"Y, *AA", and “A" to ad-
vance to the O.M.H.A. playoffs. Since Acton is the only “B"
town in the league, local teams recejve a bye into the playoffs.

This year, teams eliminated from O.M.H.A. playoffs will
return to league play immediately, Group games will continue
until the week of school winter holidays, when play will cease
again so that all teams can participate in tournaments.
Following tournament week, Tri-County league playoffs will
commence. Teams previously ousted from Q.M. H.A. play will
sl._ill have a erack at a Tri-County league trophy. Acton teams
will take part in the second half of the schedule, but will not
cnter league playoffs since they are already “B" group
champions.

In past years, a consolation series has been organized for
teams unsuccessful in O, M.H. A, playoffs, but it has proved far
from satisfactory. Participation has been on a voluntary basis
and several teams refused to enter the series. Some of those
that did enter failed to meet game commitments and a number
of players treated the games as exhibition affairs and resorted
to unnecessary roughhouse tactics.

Have option

Teams that keep winning in O.M.H.A. play of course will
not not be required to revert to group play until such time as
they are eliminated. However, they will have the option of
paying both series at the same time, providing they first meet
thelr O.M.H,A. playoff commitments.

League officials have also adopted a very sensible system
of scheduling for the second half of the season, The top seven

" teams in each age group will play against each other and the
bottom four incach division will battle it out.

In most of the five groups from novice to juvenile a very
noticeable division occurs between the seventh and eighth
place teams. More often than not, four towns, Acton, Hespeler,
Streetsville and Preston hold down the bottom four spots.
Grouping teams of approximately the same calibre should
make for close exciting contests.

The new system is being given a trial run this year. If it
fails, league execs will have to go back to the drawing board,
but if it succeeds as we think it will, interest in Tri-County
minor hockey will continue until the end of the season and will
not fade for teams ousted from O.M.H.A. play, as it has

previously, |
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Two area hockey teams who moved up a class in the
O.H.A. this year are finding the competition very tough in
their new leagues,

Georgetown Raiders are wallowing in the cellar of the

Niagara District Intermediate “A" loop and are gathering
very little fan support. Raiders competed in the Central
D.H.A: Intermediate "'B"' league for the past two season.

Milton Merchants, who helped form the brand new Mid-
Ontario junior “B" league, after several successful seasons of
junior *'C" play, are currently holding down fourth place in the
five team Western division of the league. Merchants have been
drawing between 400 and 600 fans a game, which is not to be
sneezed at but it doesn’t match the huge gates games between
Merchants and the now defunct Georgetown junior Raiders
used to produce a few years ago.

The two towns continue to produce some of the finest
hockey talent in the province, nevertheless., Georgetown
native Paul Popiel is having his best NHL season as a winger
with Vancouver Canucks, while brother Jan is making
headlines with Tulsa Oilers of the CPHL. Younger brothers
Dick and Dean, both stars with Georgetown bantams are
making fans wonder about the possibility of alt four brothers
playing in the NHL at some future time.

Pete McDuffe, a Milton boy, meanwhile has been helping
keep Omaha Knights on top of the seven team CPHL with his
brilliant goaltending. McDuffe is being groomed by the
Rangers to replace Ed Giacomin, when he retires.

Several Georgetown and Milton minor hockey grads are

making names for themselves with junior ‘A" and college -

hockey squads, we well. Among the Georgetown grads are
Juri Kudrasovs, Kitchener Rangers, Ron Fogal Taronto
Marlboros, Paul Fendley Brantford Majors, Mike Cummins
Laurentian University and Dave McNenemy Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, Troy New York.

Milton grads include Craig Brush Cornell University,
Doug Hearns, Maurice Miljour and Tom Gooding Rensselaer,
_Bob Lee Michigan Tech and Keith Higgs Sheridan College.
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 THIS TRIO could succeed

Yvan Cournoyer, Dave Keon
and Bobby Orr in 1890, Right
now it's just the beginning of
along career for Paul March-
ment, Mark Emond and
Jocko Garton. Hockey school
instructor Jim James stands
behind. —(Staff Photo)

Lions look
sharp

Acton Lions juvenlles turned In
a topnotch effort to tie the triple
“A’" Guelph Beef Kings 1-1 Inn
Tri-County thriller at the
cominunity centre, Thursday
night.

Solid defensive play by both
teams highlighted the contest,
Willle Muehlbacher played a
steady game in the Acton nets.

Scorccarly

All the scoring in the game took

ace In the opening 55 seconds.
Bill Fleld scored from Gord
Wiltiams at the 45 second mark
and John Brubacher tled it up for
Guelph 10 seconds later on a pass
from Ron Robinson.

Saturday night In Hespeler,
Lions suffered a 82 defeat. Bill
Field and Gord Williams were the
Acton marksmen. Lions lost the
services of defenceman Charlie
Gidden, who broke a finger in the
game. Goalle Cralg Weldon i3
already sidelined with torn
shoulder muscles.

Work out

Cooch Ken Hearns and
manager Carl Timbers will have
their squad working aut this week
in preparation for the 0.M.H.A.
playofis. Lions gained only two
wins and a te in the first half of
their Tri-County schedule, but
lost five games by a margin of
one goal.

Novices lose
Jeff Shields”

Acton A-B novices were to have
played Qakville minor novices
here Saturday afternoon, but the
Oakville team falled to show for
50mMe reason.

Novices play Guelph's minor
teamn in Gl.;it;lf!h this Saturday and
have an exhibition game against
a team from South  Peel,
scheduled for the community
centre Sunday afternoon at 12.40,

Coach Barry Inscoe received
some bad news this week when he
learned Jeff Shields one of the
teamn's top forwards underwent
on appendectomy and Is now a
E‘atient in Guelph General

ospital. Jeff unfortunately will
mrobably miss the rest of the
season, His teammates, coach,
assistant coach Gus Holmes and
manager Don Van Fleet wish him

a speedy recovery.
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BEGINNERS give it thelr best effort during their 4me on the ice, —{Staff Photo}

Hockey School draws
record enrolment

A record enrollment of 103
oungaters hes forced Acion
iecrention Committee's hockey
school into two nights, Instead of
one this year, Half the group now
take instruction Thursday nights
between 6 and 7 nt the communlty
centre, The other half takes to the
lee Tuesday nights at the snme
time. Fnrollment represents an
increase of 33 over Inst year.

Jim Casburn, a f{ormoer

recrention director, got the
school started in the enrly G0's,
Present urena manoger Horold
Tewnuley, Acton Minor Hockey
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head conch Jim James, figure
skating teacher Glen Skuce and
George  Edmondson aroe
instructors this year,

Instructors teach the tots
skating fundamentals in order to
Ere?‘nre them for house lengue
ockey. Beginners with no
previous skatlng experlence are
allowed to push a chalr around
the lee first, untll they are steady
¢nough on thelr skales to use a
hockey atick,

Five pirls jolned the school this
year, which could be & sign of
even bigyger changea in hockey
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than have been witneased In the
past few yeara, Threo year old
Gregory Jomes, Jim's son, is the
youngest tot enralled.
Reglatration fee iy $3.060 or $4.00
per {nmliy If thero are two or

more from the same [amily -

corolled. Youngsters get u totnl
of 23 hours lce time, which
naveruges out to nbout 15 cents o
night. The achool 18 0 non-profit
venture, Money recelved glmply
pays for the lee time,

Next year Mr. Townslcy hopea
i chedule of Instruction can be
trawn vp for the entire season,

Bruce Sears to guide
1971 junior boxla Rams

Acton Rams junlor lncrosse
club proudly onnounced this
week the appolntment of Bruce
Scara as coach for the 1871

BRUC
New Ram Coach

Bruce learned and played all
his lacrosse In the Long Branch
area of Toronto, which has long
been o lacrosse hot bed in
Ontario. He ended a lengthy
playlng carcer in 1960 with the
Port Credit Sallors when they
won the Mann Cup, emblematic
of the Canndian Senlor Lacrosse
championship.

Coached Monarchs

After retirlng as a player,
Bruce moved on to coaching and
referecing in both minor and
uniaer lacrosse. From 1062 - 1968

e conched one Ontarle
champlonship team and went to
the Ontario fnals on two other
occasions with minor teams from
Long Branch. In 1967 he coached
Long Branch Monarchs to a
fourth place {inish in the 11 team
OLA Junfor "A" league. From
1953 to 1970 he rofereed in both
the OMLA and the OLA.

Hockey coach
Bruce and hls wife moved to

O.M.H.A. reclassifies
Fergus and Eimira

 Ontario Minor Hockey Assoclation entries from Fergus
and Elmira have been moved up to the A" series for towns
with a population of more than 5000 and less than 10,000. The
two towns were previously classified “'B", (more than 3000 and

less than 5000).

Re-classification of the towns Is of interest to Acton minor

hockey fans, since Elmira and Fergus have provided most of
the first round playoff opposition for Acton minor teams for

the past four years. Acton remains in the Q.M.H.A."s "B"

classification

Elevate New Hamburg

Also of interest to local fans is the elevation of New
Hamburg from "“C" to “B", which has aroused speculation
Acton teams might square off with New Hamburg (n the first
round of playoff this year. New Hamburg, Fergus and Elmira
are all members of the nearby Waterloo-Wellington group.
Acton teams play in the Tri-County group.

Hespeler Minor Hockey officials were pleased to learn

Ajax has been moved from “A™ up to “AA". H

espeler

bantams forced Ajax to the sixth game of the best of seven
series, before bowing out in the provincial finals last year.

SPORTS CORNER
MODEL CAR CONTEST

Jan. 21st to Feb. 13th

- Choose Your Category -
e UUnder 10 Years of Age

e 10 to 15 Years of Age

o Over 15 Years of Age

e PRIZES o TROPHIES ¢ CAR KITS
COME IN NOW AND REGISTER

124 Mill St. E. - Acton - 853-2160

Tidey Ave, [n Acton one year ago.
Besides lacrosse, Bruce is a
involved in minor hockey In
Acton, He coaches a team In the
legion town league,

In Bruce, with hls wide and
varied lacrosse background, the
Homa' executive feel they have
found the |deal conch to lead the
Rams to the 1871 Ontarlo
champlonshlp, '

Lacrosse meet

Howard Dwyer, Alan Hall and
Ron McKnight will represent
Acton Rams st the annual
meeting of the Ontarlo Lacrosse
Associatlon at the Seaway Hotel
in Toronto, this weekend.
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YOUNGSTERS start out pushing a chalr around the fce unti)
they're steady ‘enough to use a hockey stick. —(Staff Photo)

Midgets host Ancaster

Acton Mldgoets will host
Ancaster in an exhibition game,
tomorrow {‘Ihu:rmluf} night at 9,
Midgets hove completed tho first
half of thelr Trl-County league
schedule nnd are now awalting
word of tholr [lrat opponent in the
OMHA, rluyu!fa.

The locnls won enly four games
out of 26, but have improved
conelderably of late. Since

December 22, they have knocked '
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off firat
ahutout
Sireetsville.

Couch JIm James and manayer
Bill Knight feel thelr luds nre
reaching thelr peak Just at the
right time,

Minor Hockey
community affnir. Show your
intereat durlng Minor Hockey
Week, Saturdny Januusry 23 to
Saturday Jonuary 30.

lace Bramplon and
oth Presten and

ls o major

SALE CONTINUES

ON ALL

SPORTS EQUIPMENT
20% 10 25 % oFrF

BUY NOW AND SAVE!

Sports Corner

124 Mill St. E. - Acton - 853-2160
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MEET THE TANNERS

. Erank

.. slprovided rellable back-
i3 Lll_p nétminding for the
¥4 Tanners for the past
EO three seasons, An Acton
e Minor
OB Agsoclation grad, Fra

g was named MVP [n the
e Acton industrial league
SN Last year, Thisyear he is

Y e leading the
MR leaite in goals ngainst
R average, Frank and
Sy wife Marie live on the
TR iy farm he works at R.R. 1
A T - Limehouse.

FRANK ANTHONY

Newloundland

Anthony has

Hocke

dustrial

Materials

Brende and

THIS WEEK SCOR-O IS WORTH $15

Next home game Friday January 22 (vs) Durham
Your Home Team ls Sponsored By Beardmore & Co. Limited

PRICES FROM
489

Free
Coffee

daughter Stacey.

native B
Ed Hilller never played 15
organized hockey until &
he moved to Acton four BSSEE
years ogo. In his first Bugl .
season as a Tanner last oW
year, Ed tallled eight EESge=-
goals and three nssisis Q-
in 11 games. He was also

Acton industrial scoring

champ last year. Ed Is

an employee of Dulferin §

- “H‘.'

and§ ‘E‘LF i

Construction. He lives In FiRH
town with his wife JOWRRgTs. © " =Y

thelp. . % 1t
ED HILLIER

Come Out Saturday & Sunday, January 23rd & 24th}
aond Test Drive "'The Charmer". -

The Ultimate in Driving Comfort.

o-SEE THE BOA-SKI ON DISPLAY
e COMPLETE LINE OF CLOTHING &
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A CCESSORIES .
“Before You Buy ... Test Drive the Red One "Boa-Ski" }
— ON THE SPOT FINANCING - - NO DOWN PAYMENT — -

ASTRON SPORTS & EQUIPMENT LTD.)

1%2 MILES EAST OF ACTON ON NO. 7 HIGHWA :

PHONE 853-1703
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