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The Acton Frea Press,

Wednesday, January 13, 1973

Fire briga

" Saturday, January 8, 1071, was
maving day for the Rockwood
Fire Brigade but it was a short
hop for the long haul aa'trucks
cars, and manpower were put
action to transport equipment,
furniture and other possessions
from the little building on Guelph
Street to the granger, more
Eimnt quarters on Inkerman
move was one of mixed
emotion. Four of the men whose
names are on the membership
list have been agsoctated with the
brigade since its inception, others
have been members long enough
to remember the mote carefree
days of camaraderle days before
television and the novelty of
extensive car travelllng.

Monday practices

“It used. to be" sajd Frank
Schnetder, one of the orlginal
brigade who has recently
retired to an honorary position as
radio attendant, '‘that Monday
nights at the old Fire Holl were
{mportant nights to remember in
the community and every weck
all the firefighters would gather
for their regular night out. After
their practices sesslon there'd
always be an ¢vening of cards
and donuts and nobody went
nome without looking forward to
the next Monday practice™.

“At that time" said one of the
wives of an earliecr member,
“when the men would go to thelr
practices the ladles would also
meet a8t somebody's house and
they'd play bridge or sgmething
clse, too.”t The firemen uged to
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DRESSED FOR ACTION, Rockwood
firefighters posed for this picture. Back row,
Herb Saunders, Gord Cox, Earl Duby, Atbert
Maltby, Bev Barefoot, Frank Schneider, Bill
Blacklock, Bert Pinkey, Ted Jestin, Red

sponsor and participate ln most
of the community lile. They were
the men's activity group in Rock-
wood and they contributed o
great deal of their time and effort
towards villege affaira, ralsing
money when it wna required,
orgonizing and sponsoring
youngsters' baseball teams, and
generally, being the backbone
behind organizations.

- Started in 1549 -

The Rockwood Fire brigade
was originolly organized on a
forma! basis In July, 18045;
previous to that time the
villagers fice pratection consisted
of a group of volunteers uslng a
two wheeled cort on which were
mounted two chemical tanks.

It was pulled by a car aor truck
and was I;epl in the rebullt barn
section of the Knoops property on
Guelph Street and in the winter,
the cart was stored in the old
Battery factory, which is now the
Schnelder Candy Factory.

Truetoname

As 1937 rolled along the brigade
bought a Model T truck
nicknamed the Red Devil,
E;rchnscd from the Guelph Fire

partment and, according to
reports from those who were
there then, the old truck was true
to its nnme and was constantly
presenting engine difficultios.
The firemmen mounted the
chemicnl tanks on the ancient
vehicle but, in the early ‘40°s she
was replaced by a brand new
International truck on which the
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Meredith, Cliff Meadows.
Kenny Schneide Les Avles,
and Herb Bolton, the first fire chief, who also
used to drive the original truck.

tanker .and the pumps were
installed.

The alarm alren was located on
the telophone pole at the cast end
of [‘ruefph Street, and at the
provocalion of any blaze,
villagers would telephone the fire
number and the alarmm would

. sound automatically via the

operntors located In the Bell
telephone building.

Pronksters

However, thls ralsed great
difflculty; often pranksters
would phene the number and
arouse firemen for night-time
and Hallowe'en stunts and, in
consequence, It was arranged
that three established contres
would take all enlls when the 8511
number is dialed today,
whichever of the three stations
has been nlerted, Fred Meadow's
service station, the Kingsley's
Barber Shop or Root's Hardware
store, the answerer rings the
siren via phone and, when the
firemmen arrive at the firchall
they pidek up the phone which
has automatically given the
alarm and are Informed where
the fire is after which they write
down the address of the fire and
its detalls on the slate board
beside the phone.

20-man brigade

When the Rockwood Fire
Department first started up it
was a 20 man brigade of which
lorne Thatcher, Albert Malthy,
Joe Duby, Cliff Meadows, lLen
Nightingale, Ray Young, l.es
Ayles, Harry Edwards, Earl
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Front mascot
Jimmie Milne

Combined "Sunday” School
on various days of the week

Feedback to the combined
Christian Education Sunday
School Committee supgests that
many parents of the childgen
attending the combined Sunday
School were pleased with its
resuits and feel that it has been o
worthwhile experiment worthy of
continuance.

The regular Saturday morning
schedule which was adopted at
the Sunday School’s inception

roximately a year and one
haif ago, has been altered
somewhat and, in the past
September’'s starting-up
sessions, the school which was
formerly held in the Centennial
Public School, was, instead,
conducted in the various church
halls throughout the village,

Scmester basis

Each age group had its own
particular plaee of assemblage,
and instead of pacing their
programs with the regular school

weeks, the committee decided to
continue them on a six week

semnegier basis with intervals in

between. This worked out so
favorably in the last session it
was decided to complete the term
until Jure in the same manner.

The new 1971 classes have
again changed their course in as
much as some will be conducted
on various weekdays instead of
the regular Saturdays as
previously with the

exceplion of the preschoolers
whose classes will continue to be

carried on Saturday momings
and, beginning Saturday,
January 18, the first of these
classes will be held at the

ian Church Hall under
the guidance of Miss Nancy Ingle
with hours from 10 a.m. until
11.30 a.m.

Head staff

Mrs. Betty Enson and Mrs.
Ellen Thomson will head up the
stnff of teachers for the primary
classes which will be held every
Tuesdoy ot 4.00 to 5,30 p.m. At
St. John's Anglican Parish Hall
and will include those children of
the kindergarten to grade 3 level.

The Junior Grade childreen,
under the direction of Mrs, Sitska
Drrijber, will be attending their
repular six week series at the

Centenninl School beginning
Tuesday, January 19, with hours
from 4 p.m.to 530 pm. All 4, 5,
and 6 praders are included in
these sessions.

Confident of success

Grade 7 and up level children
will attend their Monday evening
classes at 7.00 p.mn. until 8.30 p.m.
under the guidance of Rev. Don
Sinclair and Miss June Thomson.
The Presbyterian Church hall
will be the scene of their classes.
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THE INTERNATIONAL fire truck which replaced the Model
T“Red Devil” original at the fire hall. The International In its
turn had to bow to a more modern pumper which occupies the

number one spot.

Duby, Alec Kingsbury, Kelth
Hamilton, George Nightingale,
Art Nightingale, Bert Pinkney,
Ross Ayles, Frank Schneider,
Horb Baolton, Roy Bacon, Walter
Hunt and Herb Saunders
comprised its numbers. Herb
Bolton was the flrst fire chilef.

Locally the Fire Department
was financed through the Board
of Trustees but fire calls outslde
the village were paid for by
donations from tarmers or
sometlmes insurance companies.
and were generally quallfied as
mercy calls,

Paid hy township

M ficst the Village was paylngi
for all outside calls unti
graduatly, arrangements were
made with the township council
and fire brigade members were
paid so much per call, In the old
days, said one early Rockwood
brigader, il was a privilege and a
challenge to belong to the Viliage
Firefighlers but gradually the
question of pay and remuneration
has crept into the brigade and
somehow, it's becomning more of
an extra income and there isn't
quite the same attitude of
“helping people out’’. The
firemen are now pald according
to the number of practices and
fires they attend with stiff
stipulations that, if they don't
spend cnough time to qualify,
they will automatically be
released from their obligations,

The brigade usually has 21 as
its number of members with 3
probationers presently on the
Rockwood  list, Although
generally only a few men are
required for blaze ond truck
operations, a large list of
volunteers is necessary in Rock-
wond as many of the men are
either on shift work in the village
or not always available during
daytime.

Transbort water

After the purchase of the
International Fire Truck more
frequent out of town and local
calls made it necessary to
purchase a tanker truck which
could hold and transport
gollons of water, 600 more than
the fire truck’s 300,

Gradually, however, over D

period of years, too much load

was placed on the old  tanker
which was eventually used as a

second emergency vehicle, A
A

Difficulties getting the
teachers organized to fit into o
specific program date is Lhe
reason for the stapgered Sunday
school class dates, however, the
enthusiasm for the project still
exists and the teachers, the
parents and the committee
backing the entire scheme are
confident of its success.

Last  year's  continuved
attendance growth was
indicative of its progress,

Rockalong W.I. meets in Guelph

The Junuary meeting of the
Hockalong Institute was a
rollicking beginning for the New
Year. Held at the home of Mrs,
Viclor McKay, formerly Miss
Laura Tone, R.R. 4 Rockwood, a
large number of the Institute
ladies attended at Mrs. McKay's
18 Cambridge Street residence in
Guelph.
Short course

The president, Miss Helen
Bain, conducted the business
meeting in which the date of
January 13 was discussed as the
one for the "Summary Day' to be

held in Harcourt Memorial

Church in Guelph starting at 1:30
pm. based on the Institute's
short course “The Mein Dish
makes the meal” which was
conducted recently at the No. §
Recreation Centre outside of
Rockwood. Myrs. Margaret
Nelson reported on the success of
said short course and, at the
latter part of the meeting gave
out pamphlets to the mem in
which were contained the various
recipes presented at the .short
course demonstration.

It was also decided that the

usua! euchres will be held in the
No. 8 school house recreation
centre on dates of January 21 and
February 4. '

Further discussion followed at
which titne a motion was passed
that the Institute would sponsor
the local 4H club in its next
project to be entitled “Dressing
up vegetables” for which the
leaders as yvet have not been
appointed,

After the business had been
coinpleted Mrs. Douglas MeNabb
roceded as convener for the
""Grandmother’'s meeting™’
turing which time current events
were given by Mrs. Margaret
Nelson of R. R. 4, Rockwood and
a mumber of readings presented
by Mrs. George Mitchell, Mrs.
Edna Guild, Mrs. Albert Shultis,
Mrs. Lloyd Dyer, Mrs. Victor
McKay and Mrs. Harvey Shultis.

A lively game of fun bingo was
conducted by Mrs. Albert Shultis
in which nearly all the members
received a prize. '

A word contest with words

derived from the word
“grandmother’’ resulted in a two

lady tie and everyone enjoyed

matching wits. Miss Helen Bain
and Mrs. Lloyd Dyer then
convened the tasty lunch after
which the meeting was
commipleted.

Mrs, McKay, the Guelph
hostess replied to her thnnis
from the Institute for her
gracious hospitality and she
invited the ladies to come back
again for another meeting in 1972
Despite the cold, slippery night.
the meeting had been a warm and
happy one enjoyable to all
members present. :
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panel truck for emergency radlo
calls was nlso in operation for
rigade vsage but, as the tanker
was put to heavier use, the
firetnen beeame concerned at the
possibility of (ts blowing up. By
1976, the RRockwood Fire
Department had amalgomated
with the Eramosa Township who
was paying portions of moncy
into the brigade operations for
out of village runs.

System revised
A new 1970 International
firefighting truck, bullt by Plerre

Thebault of Pierreville, Quebec

was purchased nnd temporarily
houwsed at the Guelph Street Fire
Station under the GWT'I'L'I'EHIE ot
the new Eramosa Township Fire
Hrigade. A whole new system for

TOP, JOHN ASMA loosens up
the fire siren for removal to
the new fire hall. Below,
firefighter Art Nightingale
carries the siren cover down
the ladderand hands it over to
another brigade member.—
{(Photo by Lorraine}

WATCH IT!

HAS YOUR WATCH
GOT

e Spring Fever
e Run Down
e Tired of Going

Bring ittous
 All Watches
Electronically Timed

Expert Repair

Davis
Jewellers

3 Elgin 31. - Acton

rters Saturday

all velunteer lire cdepnriments
thraughoul the country waa
revised with wage senles baked
on regular firemen's pay.

The Guelph Street Fire Iiall,
baiit prior to the ergunization of
the Hockwood brigade In 1040,
was the fhest building to house tho
Model T “RHed Devil” with one
hall wsed for hydro equlpment
stornge. Later, an ald Ucket
offlce was confiscated (rom the
Rockwood Ball Pork nnd
nttiched to the back holfl of the
present smaoll Imild!n[l{. This area
wiis then used ap noclub room In
which the brigade members,
after thelr Monday night practice
sessions could play cards and
fraternlze,

Approximately ten yenrs hgo
the need of the tanker (ruck
resulted in the renovation of the
tlcket shed aren ond bullding o
new nddition to the structure,

New interesiy

The new flre hatl on Inkerman
Street will present new interests
to the present brigade. Alrcady
they have comblined thelr many
cfforts to outfit and instnll on
their own time, painting,
refinishing, laying rugs nnd
;innnrull}r co-operating in thelr
display of interest in thelr new
quarters.

Fire chlef Carl Meadows is
assured that the Open Honse date
for Eramosa cltizens to view the
new building will be sometime In
carly spring nnd everyone looks
Fnrwan? to viewing ils Interlors.

Bright future

The pay iz bhetter for the
jresent brigade, cverything s

more updated: and esprit de
COrps ruﬁ high. Only four of the
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Supphad by THE OSHAWA WHOLESALE LIMITED
supply depot for progressive rndeapendanis

original  Rockwood bhrignde
vemain on the Eramosa unlit,
Inrl Dby, Art Nightingate, Herh
Savnders, and Frank Schnelder.

‘The future of thelownship [ire
brignde look promising bul
whother the nnr!y dnys of cloae
magocintion and comarailerle will

ever he repented con only be
welghed ngainst other historical
beginnings,

Is» any orgnnizatlon ever as
grent as whon it [lrst started up
with challenge, accomplishinent,
and sound local interest the very
core of Ita development?
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In-Store
Features

Tablerite RED or BLUE BRAND BEEFH

SHORT RIB .

BLADE BONE REMOVED

BLADE

ROAST

CROSS CUT RIB or

BONELESS

SHOULDER ROAST

PECIAL

{7
WEEKLY GOODIE!

CHASE & SANBORN

Coffee

1-18.

L PAY
 S—

87

Dog or Cat Food

-10-99:

s )
LB.

7 ¢
LB.

\CPFCIAL
WEEKLY GOODIE!

PRICES EFFECTIVE ON ALL FEATURES FROM WED. JAN. 13th THRU SAT. JAK. 16th ONLY

DAY-IN.DAY-QUT

COROMNATION SWING

Orange Grystals

MIG
HI-?‘I:HD $xi,.01. ¢ 1
3 $1
Fiak PEES.
cx
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IPECIAL

WEEKLY GOODIE!

FACIAL TISSUE
Kieenex

29 |

ASSTD
COLOURS

[ [ ==l 0

PG,
OF
200

PRICE

DELSEY ASST'D COLOURS

Toilet Tissue

% 28

PECIAL

FLORIDA, MARSH SEEDLESS

RED OR WHITE

GRAPEFRUIT

S/ €17
WEEKLY GOODIE!

PEA OR VEGETABiE

| Habitant Soup

245
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