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41 Mutual respect the key ..

Acton  councll  consldered  any
legisiation to  courb  miause of
snowmablles they conferred with
members of the loeal snowmaobile club
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e T BRI R Gl T Lt i W, : use of snowmoebiles stems from
irresponsible use of the machines by a

few drivers, The mnjority who operate

charts. People who were willing o
overlook annoyance from a few
machines weren't so charitable when
notge and numbers Inereased.
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Thank poodness for work and routine.
They 're the best therapy there is in the
neurgtic world we live in. -

The Wighly-touted *‘holiday season™
should b enough to mnake a great many
veople apree with me.

looking back, 1 predicted a quiet
holiday. And it started out all right. Kim
came home from college @ couple of doys
carly, quite happy. just like her old seif, Bt
ench day her face lengthened a8 she sorted.
the Chirlstmas mail. Nothing for her, Day

after duy,

Her secret desire, of course, wWis &
message from the lnved one, who s
spending the winter up nround Hudson Bay
somewhere. Nothing. She  alternated
wetween reviling hun and glooming 'about
the place.

The day before Christmas, it came —
long letter, so personal that she would rend
only bits to her avidly-interested tmother,
And the thing that renlly killed her was thal
in the sume mall she received an equally
ardunt letler from o young man she's been
seeing ot university. *Just to pass the ttme
until Joe pets home.” She chortled at the
irony of it nll.

jentle grandad arcived and we settled in

Frustration tokes a lot of the joy out of
life,

Rut there has nlways scemed to be some
lighter momenis to go with the
disappointments. They turn the worst
situation inte a lot less of a cutastrophe.

Recently, for instance, I was at a
meeting where there was an important
speech being made. [ scribbled with all my
might trying to extract the main points and
keep up with the speaker, It was a losing
proposition but [ doggedly kept on,
convinced before the speech ended 1 would
win the battle. I broke about even.

still convineed of the superiority of the
pen over the tongue, | made a mental note to
ask the speaker some peointed questions
about his first remurks in the event I had
slipped. After my hand got back to normal,
of course,

It was at this juncture a folded document
was passed over {o me at the press desk.

“What's that?" | asked the giver with a
blank stare.

“A copy of the speech just made,” he
replied matter-of-factly.

The joys of living!
+ + o+

Did you notice where a Toronto
proprictor of three ladies’ wear stores called
Crazylegs stuck signs in his windows ad-
vertising pantyhose for men. He s0ld all 80
pairs (at §7.99) the first day.

Before you get feeling a bit queer, let me
explain that these Mani-Hose are considered
ideal for firemen, policemen, en,
skiers and other outdoor he-men. They are
warmer than thermal underwear, sturdier

-than women's pantyhose and look better on
the leg than long johns when trousers creep
up over s5ocks.

Now firefighters who wear them can be
known as the hose wearing hose toters.
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to spendd a quiet Christmas Eve, All serene.
'Then comes o phone call from son Hugh,
from some god-forsnken village in deepest

Quehec, He and a [riend had been in a cor

necident. The car was o writeoff, but they
were both  alive. (They weren't even
supposcd to b coming home for
Christmas.) -

They arrived the nuxt day, all racked up
and bruised and abrased ond cul. The only
thing that hadn't been damaged In the ac-
aident, it scemed, was their appetites. They
cot throuph about eight pounds of our nine-
pound goose.

Then there was n round of X-rays of
chests, colls to insurancc adjusters, and
confessions that some peaple had six essays
overdue, that ethers hnd rn exom right after
the halidays and hadn't done n tap of
studying and that athers were out of a job.

This was all very good for my wiie's
nerves, Combined with the general slob-
biness of the young people -- they all smoke
mokings and there's tobacco all over the
floor; they ecat and drink coffee in 2
continuous process for 24 hours and never
wash a dish; their clothes nre draped all
over the house; and the hi-fl fjoes at o broin-
shattering decibel count — all this made her
come down with what seemed like stomach
‘flu but to me was a break-down.

by hartley coles.

Funny thing. These supposedly new
{angled garments look surprisingly like the
get-up the men wore in medieval movies a
lo Romeo and Juliet.

+ + +

If you think some of today's {ashlons are
a bit kooky, how about these gems reported
in Style, a wormnen's wear newspaper for
Canadians:

-Underpants were worn only by “loose -

wornen’' until 1840, for to don them was to
make the indecent acknowledgement that
one had legs.

-To make f[ilmy dress fabrics cling,
women often sprinkled water over them,
and sometimes came down with
pmeamonial

large bonnets were worn on Sunday
because it was considered indecent for 2
woman to show her profile in church.

+ + +
AN IDEA OF HOW the language would
suffer If executives of large corporations set
the standards was provided by the recent
verbal fireworks over the Bank of Montreal
hiring an American owned company with
their advertising contract.

After extensive interviewing and
evaluation of all facets of the problem, said
a senior vi dent of the bank, “‘we
wanted to set up a decision process by which
as much objectivity as possible could be
brought to bear in a very subjective area.”

Now why couldn't he have just said “we
want to make a decision based on common
sense’'? He wouldn't have guys
Councillor Coats on his tail then
everyone would likely have understood what
he meant.

+ + 4+

I'M CONSTANTLY amazed at the pull no
punches journalism in the Free Press of 75
‘years ago. Problems then are very much
like the ones we have today. But how they
treated them! :

In the case of a youth who died suddenly
it was recorded in the obitusry that he
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She threw up repulacly. She couldn't end
ar steep. She hid no energy, She sunrled.,
she whimpered.

As noresult, T was busier than the
pegeerta, yane-nrmed paperhanger. Talking
to Kun aboot her love lfe.. Assuring Hugh
that I ouldn 't die, even though every time
b colighed 1L was ke an arrow in the chest,
Calling the doctor. Getlineg Alex in touch
with insurunce [?{*ﬂlﬂﬂ. Telling my wile
get off her tall and pive me o hand. “

And 1 cooked everything from the
Christmas goose to the New Year's ham,
And washed dishes untll I couldn’t bearn TV
comunercin] about the henutiful hands you
have if you use Ivory soap. And didn't have
lime to watch TV nnyway. And would come
down in the morning to read my paper and
find that the young gentlemen had selzed o
section each and were lmmersed In it and
their third cup of coffce.

But the: worst thing of all was the
complete lack of privavy, T am net snti-
social, but I do need an hour or two o dny to
escape {rom people, read, think, sleep.

The anly privacy 1 had was when | m
locked mysell in the bathroom, and then my

wife would be shrilling from her bed, “Are
the dishes done? Wheo's going to vacuum the
ruge? ‘There are four loads of washing In the
bascment!”

The only other private moments were
when | went shopping. Amd baby, 1 didn't
hustle through the supermarkel. I strolled
like n tircd tortoise, onjoying cvery
voluptuous motnent of it. {

All in all, it's wonderful to be back to -
work. :

FINALLY decided to live henceforth a

Christian life after attending speclal ..

services at an Acton church. M y question, of
course, is —What was he doing before?

And there was unemploymaent, too, but

the attitude towards the unemployed was

mirkedly different than today’s,
Says the Free Press of 1809:

‘The tramp problem is likely to prove a -

serious one during the present winter and
municipal bodies should be prepared to deal
with the perambulatory gentry. The
municipal stone pile scheme has been (ound
to work well. Its success does not lle in the
nccumulation of a lot of nicely broken stone.

. The presence of a pile is on effectual means

of avoiding visits of tramps who soon get
posted and keep awa
they are made to work."”

Aren't you glad you weren'tout of a jobin

those days?
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from towns where -

the machines are reasonable, law
nbiding citizens, open to suggestions
for entting down annoynnee to others,

Despite  this, municipalitics,
including Aclon and Georgetown have,
been forced to legisinte hours and post
regulatens on speed ns well as banning
michines from sldewalks, houlevards
and median strips. Several atrects in
Acton may only be used when the
machines are elther on the way out or
inte lown,

Snowmobllers In some places maoy
thing the regulatons are a bit harsh but
the sudden surge of popularity brought
penalties ns well as an upswing in sales

Much of the current controversy
over the Scearborough rillway hearings
is n carbon copy of evenls in Acton
when  the  Rallway  Transport
Committee of the Conadinn Transport
Commission held hearings which
resulted indhe eventunl ol but closure
of slation doors.

There I8 no doubt that both of
Canpada's roilways pre nnxious to
dispose of thelr passenger serviece and,
like those benutiful TV ads, operale a
romantic frefeht service aver the hign
mountaing, bread plains and green
valleys of our country while Gordon
Lightfoot croons a schmaltzy ballad, Of
course, they are dolng this, as M.P.
Rud Whiting has said, despite the cost
to the publie in convenience and in
some cnges, hardship.

Apparently the extent of organized
opposition In the present case has
surprised commissioners of the
‘Iransport Committee whe would learn
a lot if they kept ears luned to the
public instend of the noise that

With three months to go In the
carrenl season, Ontario hos already
grualied lagt year's record of 28
fatalities nmd 18 working on h new
record that few would venture to guess
where it will stop, Quebec has recarded
24 deaths — more than twlce 48 many
us lnst winter,

Fortunontely there have been no
fatnl nceldents involving machines In
this aven so far, bul with irresponsible
drivers nround the possibility must not
e overlooked, Dy-laws passed were
deslgned (o save the Irreaponsible
clemoent from themselves.

We were pleased to see that hefore

emanntes from the spokesmen of the
roflwnys, .

In Acton's case commissloners
seemed 0 enger to display  their
sympathies to the ralflroad they ne-
cepled testimony from rallway
spokeamen over the teslmony of the
paying publle,

Iincourapge passcengers?
Commers from 1his arca esn vouch,
wilh a great deal of experlence to hack
opinlons up, that little thought goes inlo
thot end of the rallway business,
Hawling freight? That's the rallway's
cup of tea at the moment, thank you,
and a very lucrative husiness,

Decislons to cut off passenger
service ore diffieult  for smaller
municipalitdes to fight becouse as Mr.

Whiting has sald again the railway s
represented by o battery of lawyers

and sllde rule experts while the local ..

town has neither the manpower or
resources to fight effectively. |

Indeed the entire situation smelly to
high heaven of irrelevancies, red tape

which s cqually concerned with
prevention  of  accldents  and
responsible drivers, There are two
Hides to every 1ssue and this action on
the part of councll is recognition of the
net.

sttowmoblling can be a lot of fun
withoul dlsturbing others, We hope
trivers In this part of the province
recogonlze this by respecting the righta
of those who prefer W enjoy other
aports or reereatlon,

By the same token we would expeet
the non-snowmaobllers to respect the
rights of thoge who own and operate the
muehines,

I Need transportation policy . . .

and has its share of hervings drageed
over the hearings.

Anyone with a smattering of
knowledge realizes that transportation.
routes  Into Torento, o toke anp
example, are clogged with cars
emilting blasts of pollutants. ‘They
require ronds that cost hundreds of
miflions of dollurs to hulld.

How much simpler it would be to use
existing rallronds to  transport
commuiters In and out of the country's
hig smokes. '

Thot means a transportation policy
for the provinee and the country which
would take Inlo account not only Lhe
railwoys' need hut consider the poor
passenger, as well, There have been
many gestures in that direction by the.
provinee, but as yet nothing concrete

'implemented.

Taken with the Iack of decision on
the location of the new ‘Toronto
international jetport, the
transportation system In Cananda
seems to be due for an overhawling.

Spirit and letter of wedlock . . .

One intriguing aspect of the report
of the Royal Commission on the Status
of Women has recelved comparatively
little notice in that there is a list of
discrimination against man—not very
long, mind you, but still substantinl.

The Financial Post noticed It and
comments with tongue-in-cheek that if
common sense prevails, perhaps it will
be possible to get changes in the law
without waiting for a Men’s Liberation
pressure group to spring up.

The commissioners refer fto
husbands and wives in the report as
“‘spouses’’ entitled toequal right before
the law. They call for the abolition of
diserimination in a number of cases
where it is the men, not the women,
who are getting the thin end of the deal.

Under section 18 of the criminal
code, every parent is liable for the
support of his children and every
husband for the support of his wife.
Non-support is a criminal offense, The
commissioners recommend that the
code be amended “‘so that a wife may

~JFree Press

20 years ago

‘Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, January 11, 1991

Week of Prayer {s being observed in all
'the Protestant churches in Acton. The first
nighttvas observed Tuesday in the Baptist
church with Emest West in charge. Ted
Hansen was at the organ and Charles
Landsborough played a cornet solo. The
speaker was Rev, E. A. Currey. Wednesday
the service was in St. Alban's wilh Hev.
Rohert Armstrong the speaker. Thursday
the service will be in the United church with
Miss [Lampard at the organ. Rev. Luxton
will give the address, Friday, the final night,
the service will be in the Presbyterian
church. The speaker will be Egerton Young
from the British-Foreign Bible Society.

Acton's first baby for 1951 is Janice Ann
Papillon, doughter of Dorothy and Francis
Papillon. She arrived at the Nursing Home
on January 9. Ancther distinction is
awarded the little daughter of Dorothy and
James O'Rourke, who was the last haby of
1930, born a few hours before midnight in
Guelph General Hospital.

The Friday night dance atthe Y was very
successful. Gord Lawson and Jacky Watkins
won the elimination dance. Verna St. Denis
and Doug Norton won the spot dance. Those
who helped prepare for the dance were Roy
and Betty Kirkness, Jack MeCutcheon,
Betty Lawson and “Uke’ Zajac.

Classes in Basic English begin at the high
school this week. Miss Isabel Gammie is the
teacher.

A second class in sewing has begun at the
Y. A similar course was given before
Christmas.

®

be held to support her hushand in the
same way that the hushand may now
be held to support his wife,”

As regards provinclal legislation,
the report notes that in nine provinces
the laws dealing with support of a
spouse reflect the traditional concept of
the wife's dependence on her husband,
Only on Alberta and the Yukon
Territory is the obligation made
reciprocal.

The Financial Post goes on to say it
would be sensible for Ottawa to get rid
of discrimination against men during
the next revision of the eriminal code.
It is time that the provinces also
updated laws.

Of course, the report Is interested

- only in the legal aspect of reciprocal

support. In a goxl marriage this has
always been the accepted mode of
conduct. If the husband through some
misfortune or handicap is_unable to
support the wife and family, the distaff
side reverses roles and endeavors to
keep the financial tide from engulfing

back

50 years ago

'Taken from the issue of tlhe Free Press
Thursday, January 13, 1921.

Commercial slaves of Canada pald lo
Uncle Sam $1,000,000,000 for g they
could have bought at home in 1920.

The tanneries are now running five days
a week, However, the men are gratificd they
are not closed down altogether,

Rev. Mr, Tyler, who is continuing his
course at McMaster University, has been
called to the pastorate of the Baptist church
here,

While skating on Fairy Lake young
Eugene MacPherson had the misfortune to
bweak through the ice when under the bridge
of the Torento Suburban Radial. He could
not get out by his own effort and his cries
kxought Ray Gamble and Telford Kenney o
his rescue. It was a narrow escape.

Mr. Stanley Russell has purchased the
undertaking and furniture business in Erin
and has excellent p for success.

Council is considering receiving
remnuneration. for their services, The cells
will be fumigated and whitewashed and a
new mattress and quilt purchased.

Mrs. Jarmes Symon entertained about 25
ladies at a dainty afternoon tea at the pretty
family residence on Willow St.

For several years (name given) has been
spending a month or 50 each year in Acton,
She was generally considered to be mentally
wunbalanced. However during an acule stage
she was noticed walking up and down the
railroad track with liftle clothing and
gesticulating wildly. Chief Cooney took her
to Drs. McNiven and Nelson and pronounced

her insane, She was conveyed Lo the hospital -

for this cless of patient at Hamilton.

a oo Me, L W, M B ow g Be, SR, ST e T

the fomily. A kind wife would also feed
the hushand.

We know of several marriages
where 2 man has heen cut down by
disease or incapacitated in other ways
where the wife has shown this mutual
dependency by providing the family’s
sole income. There was no need for
legislation. She recognized the need
and went o work,

It certainly would be a lot easler in
this day of equal pay for equal work
than it was a few years ago when a
woman was expected to work for much
less than a man. However, it still
entails considerable sacrifices.

Mutual dependence
legislated by law but how much better
for both man and wife {f it can be done

on their own volition, without coercion.

‘The same applies to any facet of the
jaw which affects both partners in the
married state.

The spirit of mutual love in a
marriage will always be stronger than
the letter of the law,

iIssues

75 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, January 1, 1896,

Mr. George Storey reports having heard
tistinetly the lizards croaking in the swamp
on Christmas evening. He has been In
Nussapaweya for over 50 years and never
heard of such a thing before at this season of
the year.

Mr. William Cook, cleaner and dryer, has
engaged Miss Rockola and is now
to execute all orders for cleaning and dyelng
clothes, hats. ete. Miss Hockola is
experienced in  hair work and this branch

ill also be carried on.

Christmas passed very pleasantly
notwithstanding the usual ac
of frost and sleighing were wanted,

The Sunday
Methodist church Chrisimas evening
attracted about 700 . Over 20

- children were admitted free and the recelpts

nearly reached $60. Telegraphic despatches
fromm Santa Claus en route were read at
intervals during the program and when he
arrived in the fireplace at 9.15 the litile folk
reached a zenith of delight.

Neill the Shoe Man, Guelph — 100 pairs of
gents’ stylish lsce shoes for skating,
walking, lor church or anything you please,
for $1.25, regular price $1.75 and 2

T?*E mﬁn who l?ia;l the foundation of %
municipality are {ast passing away.
news has been received of the death of
Samuel Smith Esq. of Deloraine Manitoba,
He was an active resident of Acton 40.years
ago. He wasengagedin the ta business
here and subsequently in the gle and
stave business. :
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