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SNOW TURNS A MORASS of mud into a

veritable fairyland in  week to help us achieve that Christmas feeling.—(Photo by
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As thoe small turnout attests, votora

did not et too enthused over tho recent
munieipal elections, And for those who

] did take the time and the bother to use

their ballot, there was no inelination to

* change the exisling administration,

The Acton clectlon saw the entire
council of the lpst two years refumed

¥ with the oxception of the deputy-reeve
o who engaged in a two way raco with

Councillor MeKenzie for the poat and

v was defeated.

We congratulate the winners In all

"' contests and offer losers in the contest

“ a nalute for making an election

necessary. Although the marging of

i victory were substantial, figures also

convoyed the impression there was a
large body of support for those who
went down to defeat.

Most voters decided they did not

v
R want to throw away many years of

valuable experience by changing the
make-up of the present councll, Only

E7" . Counclllor-elect Norman Elliott will be

4 Census to show mobility . . .

the glimpee of the sluggish borders of & swift running stream. Dept, of Agriculture and Food)
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- Canada’s old-age pensioners may not
hove a swinging iIstmas, but they can
warm themselves with the thought of what a
wheoof a time they're golng to have In 1971,
when there will occur Instant prosperity;
the basic old nge pension will be raised from
$70.58 & month to a smashing $80.

Can't you sec all those male old-age
pensioners when they get thelr first now
cheque ot the end of January? Straight to

the pub and blow the whole 42 cents on an

orgy. Two draught beers and a tip for the
walter, =i e il

Pl

This wili produce a moral degradatlon
never equalled since the days of Dickens,
~ when gin was sp cheap you could get high for
a ‘penny, stoned for six-pence, and dead
drunk for a shilling. :

Can't you see all those old-timers Jylng
around In the snowbanks every time their
pension cheque arrives?

And what about the women? They'll be
worse. You know how women squander
money. They're Just as apt as not to go out
and blow the whole 42 cents on a plastic dolly
or a couple of rolls of pink tollet paper.
There'll be no holding them.

That's only one of the faults in the white
paper Introduced by a benevolent
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overnment. Further excesscs are in sight.

you realize thut the government Is going

to retain the cost-of-Hving escalator formula

up to a celling of 2 per cent a year for

pensionera recelving the supplement (but

ellminate It for those who get only the
universnl old-age beneflt,)

This means that even if the annua! cost-
of-ltving Increase trashes down to a mere b
per cent, these people will get thelr 2 per
cent increase, It's ineredible. The dawning
of o new, golden age in Canadian soclalism.

It you were 65 and lived to be 78, your

standard of living might drap by only 30 per
Eﬁllt, Elth that magnificent eacalator clause
tin.

The whele country is going to be lolling in
lixury; there’s no question about it. Did you
know that a single pensloner can get up to
$35 o month in supplemant or up to $135 a
month when his basic old age pension Is

included?

The key word there is “can’’, But if he or
she decldes to make a few oxtra bucks
shovelling walks or taking In washing, some
eagle-eyed soclal worker will be Johnny-on-
the-spot, and the supplement will be cut,
dollar for dollar.

Inother words, you are pegged at $1,620 a
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It sullen, pouting Ludwig von
Beethoven'a parents had pinned a label on
him like Larry the Bee or same such other
- monicker we ht never have had the
world's most prolific musical genius.

But being products of thelr time when
stiffness was the “in" thing, this typical
German couple put real starch into their
son’'s name with Ludwig, ndiﬁnﬁﬂ the
Beethoven collar to complete the picture.

Anyone else would have amnothered under
that appellation bt Beethoven kicked over
the old traces and churned out music like
some Bonn butchers turned out

You womnler what this column .ls
doing rea into the classics when you
are no doubt aware my musical education
runstthe gamut from the Baston Pops to the
Coldstream Guards on Parade.

Well, it’sthis way — I've been exposed to
Beethoven for the first time on OWTl
initiative. And even with my tin ear for the
claxgics I can see the genius of the man who
turned out the Ninth Symphony.

A few months ago someone at our abode,

Fiwli]m;lcultwe their little finger than

got in my lengthy sacrollize, brought
home the Ninth. '

I ignored the first few bars although
there was some stirring music that shook up
the blood. My interest increased as the
record spun, By the time we had reached
that piece of music I call the Song of
Joy, I was a Beethoven rooter,

A litde late, I admit. They are
celetwrating the 300th amniversary of Lud-
wig's birth today (Wednesday) Dec. 18.

some of Dhis

Unlike
contemporaries, Beethoven was recognized
early as having e:traardhury talent. He

famous

received encouragement from two of the
most [amous composers of the day Mozart
end Haydn, two other genluses I always
figured were stuffed ghirts until 1 heard
themin their proper setting by great artists.

_ Old Beethoven got to be a pretty surly
puece of business so it is hard to understand
how he could turn out such master-pleces as
the Ninth — and the Fifth, his next most
important symphony. It would be much
like the town grouch turnlng out a score of
music like the Happy Wanderer.

It has been said that trying to measure
Becthoven's musical influence is like trying
to asvess the influence of Willy Shakespeare
on English literature..Both men towered
nhu;e their times.

ou've seen those forbidding wood cuts
of Beethoven hanging on walls.gam! staring
out from books, They are enough to steer
anyone away from 2 Beethoven fan club.
But you'll remnember even the Beatles were
impressed with old Ludwig’s music and they
churned out Roll Over Beethoven in a sort of
let handed salute to the world’s greatest

Composer.

It is a good thing Beethoven came alo
when he d:gd. He might never have made itniﬁ
this day and age. He was deaf when he wrote
his greatest works, suffered fram il] health
most of his life. Which might account for his
personality.

We beard a story not too long a
concerning an abortion meeting whlge ﬁ
pros and cons of doing away with the unbarmn
was being discussed. One lady got up to say
she thought all those with handicaps should
be snuffed out before they had to face the
harshness of the warld,

The story goes on that another lady in the
audience arose to ask if the lady would favor
doing away with sameane who was born
deaf, syphilitic, diseased liver and %0 on.

year. That's & lot of money. Too much to bo
flonting around in the hands of luxury-
loving, deovil-may-care old timers. Wh
don't we re-Instituto the work-house, wl
cabbage the standard fare and meat, boiled
horse hocks, every third Saturday?

And whaot about those widows, wives of
the disnbled, and the disabled themseives?
The white paper suggests that they will
suffer an improvement in benefiis, Startin
in 1073. There goes another round o
tremendous infintlon. In 1873,

You'd almost think I had some
misgivings about the white paper. T don't,
It's almost a3 much fun as reading Allee in
Wonderland, You'd nlmost think there were
an clection coming up, a3 one was when Mr.,
King introduced the baby bonus,

surely the government Isn't trylng to
distract us from the fact that unemployment
is nearing the peak of the great depeession.

. oay It isn't so, Plerre.
' And speaking of the baby bonus, Twish I

were young again, Babies used to be worth
$8 2 month. Now they're worth $18, Taxable.
But it's alsp worth almost two cases of beer
i month, Imr child. This la going to mean a
great deal to the faomilles who always put the
baby bonus pslde an beer money. Six kids,
twelve cases,

However, It is the time of year to wish
cverybody joy, and I do so. Including all
those poor devils who make $10,000 a year
{and take home $7,300). They can't send
their kids to college because the kids can't
get a loan because thelr parents are making
g0 much money.

No points for working your guts out for
years, Full pelnts for filling your guts, at

~ someone else's thble, for years,

“Of course,” came the reply.

“Madam, you have just done away with
Beethoven,” the lady exclaimed.

But thank goodness, no one did and we
have some of the world's greatest music
from one of the world's surliest and vainest
personalitles, And there are around 800
different Beethoven record albums from
which to choose,

Oh yes, Beethoven died of a liver allment
on March 25, 1827, a scant 143 years ago —
during a thunderstorn. ~
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Are Canndians really as mobile as
has been suggested? How many times
they moved from. one
municipality to another?

Next year's census of the couniry Is
clearly being deslgned to show expctly
how maobile—and affluent—Canadians
have become, says The Financial Post.

Munrket planners can count on
substantial quanlities of new
information, The Dominion Bureau of
stausties also plans to make market-
omented area detail more quickly and
widely available,

The questionnaire that goes into
cvery third Canadlan houschold will
nsk #f you have color as well as black
and white television In your home. It
will also ask whether you have an
automatic clothes dryer. On the other
hand, you won't be asked if you have a
racho or a washing machlne, assuming
just about everyone in Canada has,

Free Press
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‘Beginning of the end . ..

n new face arommd the council table

over the noxt two years,
There will be many important {ssues

to face over the next torm, not the lonsat
of which could turn out to be the final
phasing out of local autonomy, with the
introduction of regional government,
However, we auaspect the
imminence of reglonal government in
this area wlll hinge more on
happenings at Queens Park In the next
few months than on the aspirations of
the Minlster of Municlpal Affalrs, The
resignation of Premier John Robarta
this month eould postpone the entire
program of rcglonallzation until the
results of an upcoming provincial
clection are ground out In the voting
mills, '
Wo'd he willing to bhet the
government will hesitate to Impose
regional government conirols if there
is the remotest chance it might be an
unpopular decision. They'll nced
cverything they've got going for them

standard forms go to the other
homes. They are shorter and leas time
consuming to answer,

Ior the first Ume you will be asked
now many times you have moved from
one Canadian municipality to another
since June 1, 1988, This questlon {s
designed to give the first really ac-
curate picture of how often Canadlans
move,

We suspect this is motlvated by the
peture in the Uniled States, Statisties
there show large numbers of
Americans tend to look on the other
side of the fence for greener grass. This
18 partly explained by the tremendous
appeal of the southern US, —
Cabfornia, for instance — to those who

‘live in the north.

There s a similar pull to British
Columbia for Canadians but we doubt
that it will ever reach the percentage
figures it has In the United States.

ditorial Pa .

e

~ In the next electlon.

Bulk of the present government’'s

support In the province has come from
the rurn! ridings where the formation

of county school boards is still highly .
suspect, minunderstood and :
downgraded. Another unpopular-
declsion coming on the heels of the
school boards could swing traditional
Tory support to one of the opposition
parties,

Probably the blggest chore for the
Acton councillors over the next two
years, however, wlll be wringing

decislons from Queens Poark over

mundane municipal affairs jtke roads
and housing projects, not the
mechanles of the Halton-Peel region.

In any event, the new but more

experienced council will have their

work cut out for them gulding the

destiny of the town over the next term
of office, which could atlil very well be

the end of munleipal government as wo
know it today,

Canadipns seem more settled and leas
apt to pull up stakes than thelr itchy-
footed American brethren, And
perhaps this is p handleap for a country
which I8 only creeping towards
development of vast tracts of territory
which contaln tremendous wonlth,

On the other hand this conservative
outlook Lends to stabilize the country
ond slow down the pace of living,
'eople on the move, with no strong
roots, can become Hke the itinerant
{ruil pickers — people without a strong
voice in thelr own affolrs. They are the
new nomadls of the 20th Century desert.

statatics from next year's census
should be enfightening for the
Dominton Bureau of Statlstics as well
as those interested In the soclal and
cconomic welfare of the  Canadlan
people but we feel they will show the
Canndian mosaic I8 unusual with no
comparable antecedents to judge It by,

Beginning to look like Christmas

It's beginning to look a lot like
Christmas,

All over Canada, Christmas lights
are shining, What could be a more
appropriate symbol of the scason?

Christmas canbe a mere escapo~for
some an event entirely without
meaning—but for most of us the season
helps to restore some of our faith in our
fellow man,

Machines may be everywhere hut
Christmas reminds us that it is man
who makes and operates them. Laws
may rule us but it is man who makes
the laws, :

Every new thrust forward, or old
values renewed, every dream that lifts
us even briefly from our ruts, began in
the hearts of men and women like

. aurselves. They have visions of a better

life and the courage to promulgate
them.

Free Press

20 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press
: Thursday, December 14, 1830,

For the first time in Halton’s history the

annual Warden's Dinner was held in
Nassagaweya township in Brookville hall
anSickle, reeve of
Nassagaweya, was hoat to abotut 200 guests.

Swimming classes gt the Guelph Y got off
to a good start on Tuesday last with 29 boys
attending the first excursion. It is
as many girls will be present for thelir turmn.
The project, featuring one trip each week, is
arganized by the Y's Men's club.

Last Sunday at Acton United church the
service of cammunion was combined with a
dedication service. The new communion
service way the gift of Mr. and Mrs. R. H.
Wansborough in memaory of their parents. A
bible rest was the gift of the McNabb family
in memory of their son Neil who was killed
gverseas. The Boyd family, now of Acton,

presented a pulpit drape in memory of Mrs. -

Charles Mason. A new lecturn hymnary was
gift of Mr. and Mra. Rae West while Miss
Fern Brown presenied to the church a

and 8 se of communion ta

linen. The choir was wearing their new
collars of cream salin for the first time.

Dublin Women's Institute celebraled its

home of Mrs

At the Sock Hop in the Y the spot dances
were won by Donna Anderson and Alfred
ce, Pat Duval and Betty Kirkess.
Somerville and Caroline Oakes looked
giter the door. Doni Anderson, Betly
Kirkness and Pat Duval did a spotless job of
the dishes.
The concert in the Rockwood Town Hall
inder the of St John's Girla’
Auxiliary was [airly well attended. Dr.

It takes the small things of the world
to confuse the large ones, It took a

small Babe in a eradle at Bethichem to
turn the world upside down.

We dare to belteve that better and
better tomorrows may even now be
lying in the eradles of Canadian homes

Off the cuff . . .

Adolescence is the age when the
boys discover the girls, and the girls
discover they've been discovered. -

+ 4+ <+

Drunk drivers bring families
together! Sure —in hospital rooms and
at funerals. Because that's where the
drunk drivers’ victims end up. Drunk
drivers are involved in at least 25,000
deaths and 800,000 crashes every year,
according to the Ontario Safely
League.

50 years ago

Taoken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, December 16, 1920,

In order to {acilitate the handling of

Christmas mail Postmaster Matthews has
arranged to
nine o'clock each day next week.
will deserve a Christmes box themnselves,

until
staff

the Post Office

 More defective water mains have burst

. during the week,

At the last regular meeting of L.O.L. 467

officers elected were W.M., C.0. Plank;
D.M., Herb L. Ritchie; Chaplain

H. Smith, Williarmn Evans, Benj. Baytiss.

The order of pervice at the Methodist

as they once lay in a Bethlechem
manger,

S0 the lights around town, the
brilliant stranda of balbs which light up
the countryside in o snowy oasis of
color are symbols of the joy we can
hold in our hearts at the most joyous
scnson of the year,

Success I8 when you have your
name in everything but the felephone
directory.

+ 4+ +

Business prophets attempt to tell us
what is going to happen. Buslness
profits tell us what has happened.

+ 4+ 4

Some wag has suggested that
retirement is when you stop lying about
your age, and stsrt lying about the
house.

back ‘

iIssues

75 years ago

Taken from Lhe issue of the Free Presa,
Thursday, December 5, 1895,

Nearly three months has since
there was s funeral in Acton, [ast week
the unusual experience of three In a8 many
days was ours. . |

It is reported that steerage rates on
M%Hcﬂﬂpunﬂ]bcmhedfrmnﬂihm
or $25. .

Hon. Pres. E4 E:'?cd Hu'ry'.'l :

. Pres. : : eans;
secretary-treasurer j C. Matthews;
Eﬂumm.rmdmmm

The county council has not yet arrived at
the conclusion that a House of Industry {or
poor house) should be established in the

oumnty, _
The early riser on moening was
rwariedl Rk & bencUtil Slcik. riicsts
rﬁchmmyﬂhnudhlhtr-hu:x
nakedness were clothed in the Frost B
feathery . The scene resembied
oid-fashio winters our fathers talked
The Fire Brigade is now :
Chief: John Cameron; Ist Mcﬂaﬁ
Lawson; Ind lLient. R, B. Jobnson;

secretary-treasurer C, C. Henderson;

¢ McLennan; W. H. Walker,
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