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Weekly

Collectively the nation's weekly press re

national institution in & country which hasfar too few national
institutions, declares the mass Medla report issued last week
by the special Senate Committee on Mass Media.

Although it took much space to list the inadequacies of the
dailies and the influence they pedal across the cmPu?, the
report states that more often than not the nation’s weekly
press is the first, the most local, the most immediate medium

- for hundreds of thousands of Canadians.

“The weekly press complements all other media and in so
ays a significant community role probably beyond the

Milions of readers

There are close to 900 weekly
in Canada with an

© ewspa
: wmﬂpf'dr;ulnﬂm around three

millian. *'And heaven knows how

- many readers,” the report states,

The committee offered
criticlams and some suggestions
for the weeklles, referred to as
the community press, in the

len report.

| 'lg:iwpmnmad emphasis on -
" the local scene Ls understandably
- paralleled by a wvery marked

degree of individualism on the
part of both publishers and
At the risk of
gemraliﬂng, Canada's weeklies
¢ represent the more

. conservative end of the country’s

and rural weeklies'in
particular tend to reflect the
mare conservative leanings of
thelr readership.
mﬂ]ﬁnrﬁls :felgur[ii takpf mnt
- n view cs, &
which tlwdt;‘mmﬁttee couldn't

m ]

“For all these reasons every
weekly editor faces a contin
challenge to be both individua
and hlﬁnml u]:ir.hmt I::-::um::mlr:a::mE
paroc .n says. i
gimple fact is that a goodly
number don't make it.”’

The commmitiee suggests that
.the weekly newaﬁgpﬁr can
.survive only if it has en
advertising but its survival re
len't very important if its pursuit
of advertising becomes an end in
ttself,

Unlike the dailles :i:tll'xem
ownership was compared ost
{o the same a3 having a licence to
int your own menéey, the report
mmﬂgﬂ tiline nation's weeklies
are caught in a costprice squeeze
not entirely of thelr own making.
Net return to the average wee
‘owner {s less than the average

~ bank loan charge.

ty of any other medivm.”

Rising costs are & problem for
all weeklles, but most especlally
for pa;m-a whose clrculation is
under 2,000. Improved productlon
techniques with rising equipment
coats are all part e same

1 as attracting young E?nle

o the business, retention of
staff and increasing wage
demands,

Regional weekly newspapers
were the first to adopt the most
modern composition and printing
techniques.

While in the past each weekly
possessed its own printing shop,
today this ls no longer true.
Owing to the fact higher
investments are needed to
acquire and operate an offset

presa at a profit, there has beena Oper

natural concentration and
centralization of printing works.
But basic composition and
printing costs of a newspaper
remain the same, what ever the
cirelation. As a result, the
smaller the newspaper, the
hlg.t.;er the proportional cost,

e average weekly's revenue
according ta Canadion Weekly
Newspapers Association director
A. Y. Maclean comes 72,5 per
cent from advertising, even
seven per cent from circulation
155 per cent from printing and
five per cent from miscellaneous
sources. national ad-
vertising revenue 13 one of the
ot critical lerns faced by
the weekly publisher.

Raps weeklies
The committee rapped the
weeklies for not showing greater
sales effectiveness when they
hta'{e such a good sales story to
Circulation data of the weeklles

Is a confused and confusing
plcture, the reegort states and it
must be sorted out in the best

Consider increase fees

for-election workers

d:n increase J{nﬂ wagesd pl::?fl
ty returning officers an
cleguks and the possibility of
holding an advance poll will
robably receive Esquesing
unecil’'s consideration next

year,
At Monday's regular council
, deputy-reeve Tom Hill
inted out ty returning
Eﬂceru and poll p:.:iﬂ'h could be
working for less than the
minkmum wage. Polls &re o
from 10 in the morning until elght
at night and vote counting often
takes up an additional two to
three hours. Deputy returning
officers In last Monday's

mwmhlgﬂetﬂmmpa}dnﬂat
‘rﬁt of . ¥oli cierks received
Clerk-treasurer Delmar
French suggested the advance
poll. Deputy-reeve Hill sald he
thought such a pall should be held
at the township office.

This year’s election cost the
township & total of $609,

Obitvary
Mrs. Cripps

funeral
Nov. 23

After a short iliness, Margaret

Ada Ch"l;(b'?a passed away in
Guelph General Hospital on

Novemnber 19, After il st 95
Agnes ., Acton for the past 7
years, she haa been in Guelph for
the past six months.
She is survived by her hushand
Staniey now of Guelph;
Bub. Cripgs, - Coclpn and Fon
- an
mﬁm: mxter Mrs,
Morris, St, Catharines: and
three grandchildren. She was
F;e&m.nd a sister Elsie
anklin and her rents,
Charles and Ada .
She was born at Stratford In

1919 and was married in Guelph

in 1943,

She was a member of Calvary
Baplist church, Guelph, and was
mmulmem

Funeral secvice was held at the
Rumley-Shoemaker funeral
borne on Novermnber 23, conducted
by the Rev. Reg Snell of Gue
aszisted by & former minister
Rev. J. W.: Boyd, Toronto.
Pallbearers were Earl Presley,
Georgetown; Harold Andres,
Acton; Charles Ratcliffe,
Stouffville; Willlam Alger,
Guelph, n McLean,

Harvey Groat, Guelph,
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irterests of all. Two hundred and
forty-seven weeklies belong to
the Audit Bureau of Clrculations
which meany most to nationai
advertizers, but ita critics point
out it measures newspaper
circulation, not quality.

One of the lﬁrﬂt virtues of by

Conadian weehkllea, the report
molnts out, is not only the Ect
they are Canadian owned but
they are traditionally owned in
the community they serve, One
briel Lo the committee declares
that since the reasder s more
famillar with those who are
Eoﬁding him with information,

can more readlly make a
critical asscasment of that
information. But, the report
warns, this great tradition Is
beginning to erode and is in
danger of disappearing.

Disappearing
One brief to the committec
ptates it {oresees the

disappesring of a large number
of reglonal weeklies within five to
ten years, observing already
there have been mergers of two
or three weeklles In certain
towns, The commitiee notes alsa
that there is a trend to corporate
ownership and the use of co-
ative production {facllities,
which in turn creates a climate
for further concentration.

The committee registered
surprise that it makes ecconomic
sénse for centrol offset printing
plants: to serve weekly
newspapers within a 150-mile
redius.. Already Toronto Star
Limlited has 11, Inland Publishing
Co. (Toronto Telegram) has
seven and Thomson owns M4
weekly papers, The report warns
that the time to act is now if
Canada is to preserve its “little
newspapers’ from the glants,

There iz an admission,
however, that concern ahout
fewer weekly voices is B two-

ed sword since frequently
daily newspaper publishers have
the resources to upgrade a
paper's overall quality.,

Need for independence

The committee found the
CWNA executive *‘surprisingly
inarticulate’” when it came to the
problem of
concentration within the weekly
publishing field, Nevertheless the
committee shared the concern
put forward in a brief by the news
editor of the Markham
Economist and Sun which states
that If it is necessary that datly
newspapers remain iIIdEEIEﬂdEnt

or the
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Mass Media report states

The Markham paper Is the last.
of the old weckllea on Metro
Toronto's  [ringe to  be
independently owned and mere
Important, Independently
operaled, *'There are timea when
we [ecl ke a mouse surrounded
hungry cata waitlnﬁ to pounce
down and gobble us,” the brlef
states but concludes with the
resolve to keep golnyg in apite of

spiralling postal rotes, lousy
postal service, screaming wage
demands ond  escalating

production costs,

The committice comments that
“we think that kind of spirit
predomlinates in the weekly
newspaper industry. And thot
spirit, along with the importance
to this country of a vibrant
weckly press, community owned
and operated, deserves our
support.”

Propose Review Board

Weeklles were included In the
commitiee'’s proposal for a press
ownership review board to
implement means to limit
concentration of weeklles te those
instances in which the public
interest would best be served;
meaning no one anywhere would
be hindered from beginning his
own weekly. |

The committee regretted more
than a third of the country's
English speaking wecklies do not
belong to the Canadian Weekly
Newspoper Association. It notes
with concern that declining
membership is primarily the
falling awny of smaller
newspapers not able to meet the
Assoclation’s fees and called for
subsidies for ‘this kind of
membership.

Noted also was the growth of

SOFAS, LOVE SEATS & CHAIRS
20% DISCOUNT

Floor Samples

suburban weeklles, - "Withoul
them there could be an
Informeation veld which would be
unhealthy for people llving In the
sprawling, high-rise
mejalopolls.’

o commitice also called for
more and better relations
between the CWNA and and iis
Fronch Canadian counterpart
Lea Hebdos, ""This i{s regrettable
because the French Canadlan
organization appears to be more
sophisticated and advanced than
are the English wecklies,
although both groups are dealing
with essentially the same
problems.”

Quebee, with fewer dajly
newspapera  than other
provinces, and unl;y 20.8 per cent
of the natlon’'s weeklies,
nonetheless have 37 per cent of
Canadian weekly circulation,

French language weeklies,
unilke the A favored a press
councll, and exhlblted a far
greater concern about press
concentration, the report says,
bat it also points cut this Is partly
the result of the wish to keep the
weeklies In the hands of Quebec's
French speaking majority.

Threat to datlles

In another facet of the report
the commitiee notes that dally
newspaper publishers have
noticed that weekly papers are,
and in many cases have the
potential to become, very
profitable enterprises, Weeklies,
particularly In the large
metropoliten  areas, are
beginning to pose a threat to the
retall advertising recelpts of
daily newspapers and also. thelr
circulation,

This has resulted In the
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GUARDIAN DRUG STORE Has Many -
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davelopment of e relatlvely new
form of group ownership where
publishers of large dailles alsg
produce wecklles and the two

types ol papers com for the
m&erﬂaln dollar. Four dailles
- the Kitchener Waterloo

Record, The Toronto Telegram,
Toronto Siar and Montreal’s La
Presseare involved In this type of
group ownership.

Since 1984, the rato of growth of
advertising recelpts of weeklies
has far uutalrirp&d that of any
other types ol newspapers or
periodicals, the greatest part
attributable to local retall ad-
vertising. Four factors nre listed
which contribute to the retall
strength of the weeklies:

1. A growing preference of
some retall advertisers for the
selectivity of coverage provided
by weeklles,

2. Growth in circulation, The
circulation growth of weeklies
has been even greater than
growth in aavertising.

3. Development of cost-
reduclnF centralization of
composing and  printing
operations,

4. The application of new
technology to reduce costs,
peimarily the offset process,

The deveiopment of offset
printing, the report states, has
given'renewed life to the “family
newspaper.”
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Say “Merry Christmas”
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press plays significant role in Canada

To avoid confusion

The prominence given by the daily newspapers to the
Mass Media report of the Speclal Senate Committee on Mass
Media, and the clarion call telling medla owners to improve
their product, unfortunately neglected to include the section on
the weekly newspaper business. -

In order that readers do not confuse the report's findings
with those of the weekly newspapers, this newspaper has
prepared a summary of what the Senate Commitiee said about
the community press and the Important role it plays in the
country's communication system. :

The Senate Committee was headed by the Hon Keith Davey
and included 14 other members. Object of the Commitiee was
to consider and report upon the ownership and control of the
major means of mass public communication in Canada and to
examine and report upon the extent and nature of thelr impatt
and influence on the Canadian public,
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TO THE RESIDENTS OF
ERIN TOWNSHIP

Thank You for Your Support

"Sincere Good Wishes for

the Christmas Season”

LLOYD LANG
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Christmas

May we have peace on this earth for the
New Year. Thank you for patronizing
our new Boutique and we'll keep trying
harder for '71.

STATIONERY

ACTON 853.2030

WITH A
s.e l" N

' C000QO0000ee

L 900000000090 G,
e 990090909900
® 90000009909

ADDING MACHINE CORSAIR 359,95
NOW § CLIPPER '99,95
ONLY 109:95 ¥ STERLING | *144.96
There’s Still Time to Order Your
Personalized Ghristmas Gards
PENCIL  *2.25|  STAPLERS BATES
SHARPENERS | | 98" to ‘8.7 !‘f; ‘,!:2 f,'!s
ROTEX

I-ABEI- "AKE“S e Groy Nound Oils o Brushes
CHRISTMAS SB o Canvass Boards . o Pastels
SPECIAL .95 o Sketch Pads o Charceal

WIDE SELECTION TAPES $1.25

ARTIST SUPPLIES

o Paletie Knives o Sketich Bexes

RoLL | o Showoard Colors
CHRISTMAS CARDS | SCEMIC | © PHOTO ALBUMS
BOXED *1.00 { CANADIAN CALENDARS | < BIARIES
LARGE to |For .. 1.25 o TRIP 300KS
ASSORTMENT l:'“ I""l W e "!s‘- ...‘s

Personalized
Stationery

100 SHEETS
100 ENVELOPES




