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- experience

Keith Black, head of Geography at the high school, I8 the
man involved with the operation of the student _aﬂlstant

program.
. Mr. Black comments:

| Principal Dave Katz is a strong bellever in student
. involvement. He. called upon me and several other staff

members to

organize the Student Assistant Program and I

must admit it has been a most pleasant and rewarding

experience.

Co-operation key

Co-operation is the key to the
‘principals of the three Acton

Involvement Program. The

success of the Student

schools, their staffs and a hard working group of students see a
need for “*people-oriented experiences.”” With a desire to help
others, a pilot group of grade 13 students injtiated the Btudent

Assistant Program in the
community

elementary schools of the Acton

~ After Christmas grade 11 and grade 12 students will joint
the grade 13 ranks to make the program available to more
pa:ple.ﬁanmult,nmmmmhghﬂ@tﬁbnﬂnnndﬂbe
offered the Robert Little, M. Z. Bennett and Acton High

Schools.
These

involved students who made a personal sacrifice of

thelr time to help other young people. They are to be
congratulated for their interest and sincerity.
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Acton's Public Schools. Students

By Mary Ann Freuler

The light of last week was
visit from the Theatre Hour
Company- laat Tueaday. The
company haa visited our school
before and everyone awaited
their visit anxioualy.

. 'The members of the company
are Gregson Winktield, Don
LeGros, Angsla Fusco, Tina
Boden, Richard Parington,
Robert Haley and Tomn Bentley
Fisher,

Strictly Canadian
Thelr pﬁﬁm was strictly
Canadlan ysar, Thelr first
act was called "“The Ecstasy of
Rita Joe” which proved to be &
sitire on the Canadian Indians,
Although some students found It

very amusing, others were
moved by the OrTNANCE.

During the introduction of thelr

second set, they compared
“Colors in the Dark'' to searching
inatoy box a:ml pulling things out

_ Include songa
Sengs were frequently . sung
throughout the Kerfnrmnnce
m:ha inspiration of Gordon
and Gilles Vigneault.
Gregaon Winkfieki co one
of the numbers, the only one the
twice In the
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'‘fhe audience was Invited 1o ask

questions of the actora, These pro
project, limited to grade

stu
pees the possibility of opening it
:])mto grades eleven and twelve,

consisted mainly of the curlosity
about tralning, schooling and

8,
Twh shop was held in the
afternoon for the benefit of the

. Creative Drama class and

anyone else who was Interested,
Friday movle

The movie *Doctor, You've Got
to Be Kidding* was shown In the
last Friday evening. It Is
%{l that more e will
attend in the future, Student
Council extends thanks to Mr.,
and Mrs. Black for chaperoning
and to all of the students who
helped in some way. A special
thanks to Ray Blythe for working
the equipment.
Christmas spirit!

Our school 1s beginning to get
into the Christmas spirit, Several
grade 13 students have
undertaken the task of a full
Christmas program tncludinqr;
cholr contest, a room decorat
class and an assemnbly for the last

m ﬂ{"mli"""“ R

Dress up dance
The Christmas dance this year
will be held Monday, Dec, 21
This will be & dance and
music will be supplied by the
Magic Circle.

t (Geography Depa
- high school, has been direcily

this

Both teachers, pupils enj

E 3 a
i j.:""'\-- Ll 5 "L |.
al]F II' [ *a a
. Tl
ﬁ. o " B s :
& e i ) k-
-0,

YOUNGSTERS HAVE been enjoying having

teachers’

assistants from the high school helping them with thelr work.
The students *love them", one teacher enthused. Debbie

Bould reads-to an appreciative

school.

group at the M. Z. Bennett
—{Photo by Sean Aherne)

- By Barb Beler
and Peggy Wheeler

Only one student from Acton
High is involved {n the student
nssistance progrom at Hobert
Little. Jane Watson Ils working
with Mrs, R. Black who teaches

deonse, Jane does an excellent

b helping individual students
end working with amall Er:rupa
Actlvitlea performed by her
include: testing and drilling word
lista, listenlng to oral reading
helping wit Jrnjﬂcts and

sting in physical education.

Work in harmo

Mrs. Black stdates that this
Ero am is a valuable ence
or the teacher, pasistant and the
children, each legrning to work
together in harmony. Mra. Black
says she is thrilled to have such a
capable and most co-operative
apsistant come Inito her
clansroom. Mra, Black belleves
that Acton's students become
sware of different personalities

wnd differences Ll ability In this

mﬁum The children at Robert
’ 8

are delighted to have a
“new teacher” take them to a
corner or small room by
themaelves and work with them.

They learn {0 re another
adult, e

M. 2. Benneit Public 8chool

Several sttidents are
participating in the student
assistant em at M. Z
Bennett Publle School. The
work with the puplls in umnﬁ
E:cﬂ helping them and the

s at the same time,

Mrs, 8mith, the Ubrarlan sl M.
Z. Bennett, has four students
asaieting her at present. She
prelers them to do the clerical
work in the library; this enables
her to help students lind research
material and books thei'um
looking for. Mrs, Smith 1a pleased
with the work the assistant

students ace j:erl for her,
Apperently Julle Smith, Diane

Project pleases principals

By Carvl Putierson
and Norine Noble

Yes, here s another ploneer
roject from Acton High this
year, It also involvesbath of

from the high school are alding
public achool teachers by helping
wﬁlrls in the classroom,

. Kelth Black, head of the
rtment at the

Involved with orgenizing the
am. *'It started off as a pllot
eeT)
nts,” he explains. Now he

Responsibllity
The student assistants accept

Mr. Black llsted many ob-

fectives for the program and
summed up by saying it is, “a

la orlented project, cather
an a work criented one."

M*E.Sxtﬁth,gl“:lnul of M, Z.
Bennett Public School, finds the
program “quite successful,” His
school 18 neéxt door to the hi

achool, and there fore he has the

greater number of student
assistants,

About six teachers and twelve

workers

sibility for one term,
and, {f they like, they can opi out
at Christmas, when the teachers
and organiters plan to evaluate
the system,

high school students are lnvolved

in
program at M. Z. Bennelt. The
students assisting during achool

the student assistance

hours are used ln the classroom
to help with rea groups and
some  individua reading
problems, Those who help oulside
school hours work In the library,

’masin learn skills such as shelf
rea

g, Mr, Smith feeis that now
“gome ore quite enthused sbout

this lbrary work,"” although at

first they might have been
disappointed about not working
in & classroom,

Lastyenr
M. Z. Bennett actually began

thiz typo of a program Internally
last year, with pupila from
ﬁll-udes seven and elght. A few of

em still help this year and il In

the gaps not covered by high

school students.
At the present tme, only

teachers of grades one to [lve are
getting this assistance. The

ogram could be extonded at a
ter date if more high school

students were avallable.

No problemis
When asked sbout dlificulties

which might have arlsen In the '

early stages of this project, Mr,
Smith ~ replied,  ‘‘None
whatsoever." He feels that “'the
benefits are twofold.” The bl
school students are a great he |{
tc the teachers and public schoo
children, and the work I8 of
benefit to.high school students,
Agsistants can free
librarian or teacher so she can
spend more time helping children
— which s really the aim of the
whole program -- while the
pesistants themselves develop
lendership and responsibility.

thet

during neon hours in the library
workshop. She types and files
cards, and.generally learns
library skilla, Julle likes the
system, and after Christmas she
would like to work in a
clossroom.

Other students asalsting In the
library are Flona Gidman
Heather Strongitharm, an
Diane Bonnette, Workingwith
Mra, Usher, ﬁ;ﬂﬁﬂ one,
Jackie Lemon, Katen thly end
Bonnle Garvin. Miss Blades,
another grade one teacher, has
Carol Masales and Mike Coo
aasisting her. Shirley Miltchell is
working with Mrs. Vadeika, a
grade three teacher at the public
schicol. Miss McKenzie who
teaches grade two has Lorrie
Lefchure helping her, and Mrs,
$hean, a grads three teacher, has
Debble Bould for her student

‘The girls who go to M. Z,
Benneit penernlly enjoy their
work. They work with publle
school puplls in groups, and
would llke to have a greater
variety to help.

Mr. McKenzle, principal of
Robert Little Publlc School, when
asked how he first heard of this
student assistance program
replicd, “Last year I worked In
Halton County in a school
organizatlon program. 1 worked

Mr. Katz, several principals
o other teachers Wwho
{n¥estigated parent help, student
assistance, and even hirin
stiidents who hadn’t been train
for teachers.”

In order to find out if nnﬂ’of his
staff were Interested the
student assistance program, Mr.

are

Interested. They then discussed
areas of work for the students,

Survey results

The principal said the results of

O bty

n ar
there |s & big need for thia kind of
work.” Mr. McKenzle that, "we
had the students working right in
the primary clasarooms a
to !?t primary teacher.”
one &31 school student working
with the program, Jans Watson,
grade twelve, aids Mrs. Black
with her grade one class. Mr.
McKenzie remarked, “'We were
sort of counting on a few more,"”
“hut 1 am now investigating our
own grade elght ents and
wo'll then take a look at parent
nasistants.'

Distance

Mr, McKenzie doesn't see any
real difficultles in the program,
except that, “our school I3 a long
way from the high school.”

A .hall day, msuggested Mr,
McKenzle, would ‘enable the
student assistant to arrive &t the

imary school with a greater

ance of the school day to work
In. On the whole, he is happy with
the program at his school. He
{ecls there are benefits to both
the school and the students
rticipating. “'It helps them feel
there 5 80 ? &y can
do to help other people. I think
most people in the world todsy,
down deep In thelr hearts, re
want to help somebody. It's

aging when.they cannot’

!
find a place to offer their help.’
Mr. McKenzie feels that “tnhfng
part has benefits, and it's a

rewarding experlence.”

L d y

gned
esent, Robert Little has

oy young assistants

Bonneite, Fiona Gldman, and success of this program is, ‘*The
Heather Stroneitharm perform  students are enjoying It,mdlun
thelr dutles well, | 100."" _

Mrs. Vadaika, a grade three Misa McKenzie, teaching grade
teacher, n;{u, “Ihe children are  two, i5 aasisted by rrie
very fond of the girl who comeain  Lefebvre. Lorrie helps the
this room." That glrl is Shirlsy childrer. with their reading
Mitchell whnhnlﬁgr childrenin spelling, Miss McKenzle and the

ups. She &Pﬂs are very pleased with the
thg get from Lorrie, Miss
Mce s mentiona that Acton's
rouah ide rosacs; wd doe
au program, amn
thinks this s very valuable,
- Miss Blades, teaching grade
one, has two students he het
with the children. They are
Masales and Mike Cooper. Carol
and Mike are working with smatl
groupa of children, halping them,
Mﬂﬂdﬂ y with tl'ueirr?mm'!ht:
gradse one uFm are
receive imE dual sttention. Miss
Blades states, “This program s
very helpful for the students
coming in and the pupils in the
clossroom.”” Miss Blades
bellaves that tI;: student
assistant program s very suc-
cesaful, ; o
Mra. Usher's assistants are
Karen Ashley, Bonnle Garvin,
and Jackie Lemon. Mrs. Usher,
who is also & gadu one teacher,
is satisfled with the type of work
the student nossistants are
Izrt‘ormmg. Her comment on
w the children responded was,
‘“They think they're great; they
love them."

small ansists them
ﬂeclﬂ y in preparing their

ool newspaper and does &
good job,

When some of the children In
Mrs, Vadelka's room were asked
why they llked the student
asy t, the unanimous anawer
wesg, ‘Because she helps us with
the newspaper.'

Ehe'sniee

Mrs, Shean, who teaches Ende
three, has Debbie Bould helping
her with the children. Debble is
well-liked by all grade three
students and Mra. Shean is very
gatisfied with the work she
performs In the classroom. When
atked how the children
responded Lo the Pﬁﬂgﬂlm, Mrs,
Shean replied, ‘They get very
excited when Debble comes in,
but they settle down to work
quickly."

One grade three ngugl told us,
“Debbie 18 nice a e gets us
farther In our notebook.'

A second one sald, "'She helpa
us a Jot and I really ‘apprechiate’
her and ] like her when ghe hal?s
w3 with odr reading and that.'

Mrs. Shesn's comment on the
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How do the student osslstants McKenzie conducted a survey
feel about the mgnm? “[ like throughout the school and found
it,"” says Julle . Julle works - that teachers were Vvery

in club

By Dolline De Shaies

Do you know what it islike to
crawl out of bed at 8:30 in the
morning after climbing in bed &t
1:30 that night? Well, for me it's
awfully hard, especially if.it's a
Saturday morning and you're

ing to school!

After groping my way
throughout the house, I *'Pulled”
myself together and was ready to
leave. Ten minutes later my
girlfriend and I were at the
school. But there was no one
there. Just as we were about to
leave (after we had nearly
broken the door down ), we were -
let in by Mrs. Fleischer, our
Home Economics teacher. When
we walked into the home ec.
room, there were eight other
‘eager’ and ‘brighteyed’ girls
just wllll.n? to work the afternoon
away. So for that afterncon, we
worked constantly on our project
and by the time that afternoon
was pver, we all had our crafts
clenched in hand ready to {inish
- gt home,

Pre-Christmas Draw
 EACH WEEK

FOR THE NEXT 2 WEEKS

With the Purchase of any item $2.00 or more at
either Jewellery or Photo Departments, You
Become Eligible for a Chance on our Weekly
Draw. Winners announced Each Week.

Drop in Now and See Qur
Fine Selection of Clocks,
Watches, Jewellery and

Giftware
LAST WEEK'S WINNER

Mrs. Theresa Lockerbie— Acton
Films & Flashbulbs—Value $4.50
S0 now, I suppose, that you are

wondering why we were working Do Your Christmas Shopping Early

at the school on 8 Saturday? Well, #yse Our Free Lay-Away Plan®

you see on Monday, December 14, P T e U"‘*w ’?'*.:i;.'i:.'_.fif?-f;.!“t-.f;:.&':“iﬁ“.t:_?‘m e
from 7:30 to 9:30 at the Acton P | g 3 ‘
District High School, the _
members of the Home s
Econamics Club are having a tea LR
and bazaar in which we wiil be |
selling the crafts that the girls so

diligently worked on.

SIMPSONS - SEARS AGENGCY

56 Mill St. E. ACTON 853-1310

- HOLIDAY STORE HOURS -

e Monday, December 14 cClosed
e Tuesday to Saturday Open 9a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
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We think of i as part of our husinee ~
to spread Christmas joy. Celebrting eur
4131 Christmas in Georgelown, we fael
we are uniquely qualified te ofter ew
patrons truly personalized service.

Visit averyone of our four depariments,
for gift ideas for every member.of the
family. You'll snjoy the friendly stmes
phers at . . |

™. receive a grant
RS\ sl Department of Education to travel

9

" SINCERE THANKS

for your confidence
in acclaiming me as your

REEVE

for another term

Monday Dec. 21 to Thurs. Dec. 23
Open 9a.m. to 5.30 p.m.

CLOSED CHRISTMAS and BOXING DAY

Monday Dec. 28th to Thursday Dec. 31st
Opeoen 9 a.m. fo 5.30 p.m.

Closed Friday and Saturday, Jan. 1st, 2nd
& AT A A AT AT RS AT AT RO MO MO M MO MO ME
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1 will Continue to Give My Best
Both at the Local and County Level

F. G. OAKES -
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AMONG ONTARIO’S RNEST FAMILY CLOTHING STORES
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