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FIRST REAL BLANKET OF SNOW to cover the countryside
this fall came last week. It softened the harsh cutlines of trees

and branches which pierce grey skies with patterns. The white
comforter also brought rail fences into vivid rclief as they

wany, catches some of the serenity as the first hint of winter
months, Warmer weather which followed melted snow and for
a brief period we had a real Indian summer but even the most
optimistic wentherman con predlet colder weather with

intersect grassy flelds. This scene, above Acton on 23 High-
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During his spon on earth, unless he is an
ostrich, every man is alternately appalled
and dehghted with life, Perhaps that's one
reason the idea of a parndise on carth will
never truly appenl to the mullitudes, It
would be too bland, - v e

In theory, a life without pain, hunger,
disease, cald, war, would be embra by
al. In practice, we shun such an existence,
even though it could be achleved if all of
humanty wanted It badly enough. It would

fnck spice. And sugac.

Probably that's why the great novels
about a utopin are basically satires on man.
rom More's “Utopia™ to Golding's “Lord
of the Flies", outstanding writers have
portrayed utopla as o pnra&ise smeared by
vood old human nature, or bad old human .
nature, if you will,

At two different periods inmy life, 1 lived
i an ordered society. They were sort of
mun-ulopins.

One  was in prison camp. We had
complete socialisn, Everyone got the same
amount of food, drink and time in the
latrine. There was complele {reedom of
speech. Everyone the duties and
chores of the community.

Ffree Press

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, November 33, 1550.

Interest in Acton was evident last Friday
evening when in spite of a real February
snowstorm about 130 citizens participated in
the municipal namninations and put up for
election a big slate of towm officials.
Following is the result, after qualifications:

Mayor—E. Tyler {accl)

Reeve—J. Hargrave (accl.)
Heeve—J. J. Stewart (acel.)
il (six to be elected} — Thomas
- Cook, Alf Fryer, J. Greer, Allan Mercer,
Thomas Salmon, Esther Taylor, Ray

. L. Weick, Charles Wood,

¢ school board—Dr., F. G. Onkes, T.

G. Jones, C. Heard (accl.)

Public utilities commission {(one to be
eiected) — R. MacArthur, C. Rognvaldson.

Mr. C, Hansen was chairman for the
citizens’ meeling. Councillor Greer
expressed enjoyment on his first year on
councll. Commissioner Bob MacArthur
expressed regret on the loss of
superintendent Charles Wilsen. All
nominees present spoke briefly.

Friends from Mason Knit gave Muriel
Ralston a delightful shower at the homne of
Mrs. Robert Loutitt.

G mhm .tl.!u: Y.M.C.A. Elast
as or a
program. Bﬂwm ﬁ Bill
were judged the best Dalsy Mae

and Li'] Abner of the evening. Master of

ceremonies was Paul Lawson. The new
executive way voted in, Paul] Lawson, Haxel

Williamsan, Ed M&I‘ﬁn&‘ﬁgﬁ Oakes, Bill

McHugh,
Arlene Gordon.

Coon and

Another was in a sanatorium, We were
treated alike, whether ex-private in the
army or ex-officer in the nir force, Same
food, sanme rules, same shots in the bum for
all,

And in both cases, we loathed it: Al we

- wantéd to doj 1 both Inktititions, was to pet”

out, to get back {o the sinful, sordid,
disordered, cruel, kind, hurtful, blessed life
of the human individual in a crazy
sociely. '

If you don't have moments in life that are
appalling and delightful, squalid and
splendid, you can stop reading now. Close
your eyes, fold your arms and lie down.
You're dead, and you might ns well be
comfortable.

When | stop being appalled or delighted
by hfe, | will start sniffing nail-polish
remover or taking speed. Perhaps that Is
why they do it.

Well, what's to be appalled or delighted
about these days? Plenty. The list is endless
and you can make up your own.

| am appalled by the Viet Nam war,
surely the most senseless since the Hundred
Years War, Nobody is winning, nobody is
losing, nobody knmows who will wear the
crown 1f the stupid thing ever ends.

S0 yén rs ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, Decemnber 9, 1920,
of ratepa

The meeting vers of Lormne
school decided to continue the school, rather
than have the children attend school in
Acton.

When the curtain rose at the school
condert last Wednesday the town hall was
iterally crowded to the doors. The openin
numbers were given by the schoo
orchestra. Recitations were given by Jessie
Mann, Allan Marshall, Eda Coltier, Dorothy
Campbell, Jack Reid, Stewart Malcolm,
Violet Currie, Betty Gibson, Meryle
Grindell, Gladys Scarrow, Frank Cook,
Lallian Tyler, Frank Gibbhons, Arthur
tawson and Elsie Parsons. A series of drills
amd folk dances was given by the various
classes. A dialogue was given by high school
students. :

A most interesting and instructive
teature of the program was a demaonstration
on v e Graphonola by Miss McKay, a
member of the teaching staff of Toronto
schools. She gave concrele examples of its
usefulness in the school. The concert netted
$100 and this was generously lemented
by the [.O.D.E, wilh $50 to meet the cost for
purchasing one of the machines, Records
will also be purchased by the 1.O.D.E. The
graphanola is a portable one and specially
constructed (or use in schools.

'The mild weather has been easy on the
coal bin and the wood pile. :

Mr. A. E. Nicklin returmed from a
business trip to the west. He was away about
three months. He found business very dull,
much of the grain not marketed ond the
clevators full.

impunity. ~(Staff Photo) '

I am dellghted that all my slorm
wintdows are on, clghty per cenl of my
lenves are raked, nmd that there 18 ofl In the
tank oned food in the {freczer.

| n appalied ot the successor to the War
Mensures Act, which is completely
wnnecessary untess there 1s o heck of o ot
more going on than the government admits,
My appallment renches shock level when |

think thut & cop could enter my house, usk

metf 'd ehanged my socks in the last week,
and throw me in jail if T hadn't,

1 am delighted that my daughter still
loves me so much that on the weekend she
allowed me to furnish a new winter cout,
new boots, & posh dininer and an expensive
stiow  withoul once
Generation Gap or saying, *'Dad, there's no
why you could understand.”

[ wn appidled ot the prices charged for
sarct dinner, und the amount of food wasted,
to g0 to the pigs. Why can't expensive
restourants glve you a half-portion at hall-
price or o llitle more, instead of assuming
thiit you arc o hog?! ]

| was delighted, next mornlng, with
beeakfnst in bed, hut appalled at the sixty
cents for o glass of orange juice and thirty
cents ecach for mullins. Plus tip.

I am appalled at the manners of many
young people, and delighted with thelr
cournge ant compassion.

1 am appalled by the traffie in the city
and delighted when I can park {llegally anci
not et caught,

life 1s a balance. Appolled. Delighted.

such are the children of earth. May you long

tw* one of them,

back ‘

iIssues -

75 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, November 21, 1885.

Thanksgiving tea and lecture In Knox
church tonight,

Mr, Willlam Cripps started his chopping
mill at Crewsons Corner on Tuesday. He will
chop once a week until it freezes up, every
Tuesday.

A man who goes to see a girl twice &
week, and takes her to an occasional
enteriainment, is legally engaged to her,
according to a recent court decislon.

A shooting match was held on Tuesday
by Mr. R. M. Garvin on his farm in the first
concession. Mr. Adam Cook will hold one
this afternoon at the foot of Church St

There is quite a rivalry in Limehouse as
to who can grow Lthe fattest plg. The
cofrespondent understands that Mr. O'Nell
heads the list with a spring pig which tipped
the scales at something over 200 pounds.

Can any father or mother pray the Lord’s
Prayer as Jesus taught it, and yet teach
their children to play cards in the home?
Isn’t it true that thousands of professional
gamblers learned their first lessons in thei-
mothers' parlour? Knowing how o L.
cards is dangerous knowledge.

There is a scheme afoot in Rockwood to
buy street lamps for the streets which
should be supported by all as the streets are
almost dangerous on gloomy nights such as
we haye this fall,

The of the [cotball senson is
chronicled by the fact that longer hair on the
beads of our youth is much in evidence,
m:hcre Is skating on the ponds again

Y.
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Cart before

The Grand River Consorvation
Authority s stll exerting pressure on
the provineial government to pay 75
per cent of the cost of Hullding five
dnme in the Grand River watershed,
ane of them 1o e conatrueled hotwoeon
Rockwood and Acton, newr Fvoerton,

At o recent general meeting T, J.
Heeg of Guelph was veported (o have
satd that o re-ovaluntion of the
priorvities in nocossonry  bocause it s
becoming wrgent (o have not only the
Guelph dom, but nlgo the Everton dam,
very quickly.

The original sequence enlled for
doms at West Montrose, Guelph, Ayr,
then Fverton and Hespeler, but pe-
cording to Mr, Heeg the Speed River in

- Guelph 18 nearing the stage where it

will not be able to aecept more treated
effluent from the elty. Cost of the five
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tlams in catimated at about $50 milllon,
n 820 milllon Incronse from the $30
million projection in 1966,

After making our own evaluation of
the progrim we are boginning to
wonder if maybe the Authorlty has not
muddled other priorities,

Wo ean certninly geo the recrention
value of tho lokes created by the five
dama but are beeoming increaringly
rritated by clnlmas that the Speed and
Framosn rivers need more water In
them during dry months to dilute of-
fluent, Wo aurco with tho suggestion
that $50 milllon would he better spent
improving the water pollution control
(sowngo) planta In offonding clties,

if the province Is going to clean up
pollution, It would make more sense to
start cleaning up at the source of the
problem, That meana, of course, cltles

Cut accident toll . . .

Thiy I8 Snfe Driving Week,

S0 what? What difference does It
make? Every week should be safe
driving week, you sy,

Correet, but the Conada Safoly
Council has evidente to show it 1s
possible to prevent necldents through
the wide dissemination of publie
information and active partlcipation by
the country's six million drivers,

During the apfe driving campalgn in
1169 there were 55 trafile deaths in the
week set nslde for observance,
compared o n weekly average totals of
B for this time of the voar. Death tolls
during the week of the campaign have
been consistently lower than the
average weekly totnls,

sife Driving Week aims ot bringing
the enormity of the traffic aceldent
problem to the attentlon of all
Canadinns and proposes concrote wiys
to prevent these necldents.

In 1969, there were 5374 (raffic
deaths, 170,957 reported traffic injuries
and 404,108 reported property damage
nceldents, These 528,827 accldents cost
Canndians .in the neighborhood of ane
billion dollara in lost wages, medical
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expenses, ndministrative and eloim
sottlement costs of Insurance and
property damage, That's nearly $50 per
capita or $250 for an average family,

Studies show 80 per cent of traffic
pecidents are preventable. Conslder
the saving In money, paln and time If
those figures could only be cut by 10 per
cent,

The Cenadn Safely Council has
jssued advice on how to double vour
chances of avolding acclidents, called
10 Steps to Safe Driving, They are:

1. Keep both hands firmly on the
whee! ~ at 10 and two o'clock — and
both eyes on the road.

2. Nover toilgate — allow ot least
one vehicle length for every ten miles
per hour of speed,

3. On wet, spowy or ley roads,

reduce speed well below posted speed
limits, depending on the severity of
conditions,

4. Always signal Intentions — turns,
lane changes, passing.

ERS

AD

e e S TR P
R iy e T )

hy

.'.l:‘l:l':ﬂ;ﬂ. 19"
STy MO

~ —- = w wom e F-'-.lr'I::I‘J'IIIIE' .:' ;ﬂql A X
- Y A

.7 ."-";".:.I 1
(e
el

the horse . ..

concerned would have to updato their
sewago control plants, '

If ull the communities along the
Grand and its tributarles were
compelled to Inatall tortlary (three
Ktige) ayslomn ko thelr effluent came
ot nlmost W0 per cent pure, there
wetildd be few problems with the water
in the rivers, -

iU Imperatlve thut something be
done to clenn up the Grand River
syslem but it makes sense to start with
the problems where they begln, rather
than controlling rivers flow so they can
tilule more sewnge,

We wonder i the Authority’'s
Inkistence on damy is not putting the
cart before tho horse, Clean up the
rivers first and then concentrate on
bullding dams to control flow and
provide reservoirs of pure water,

i, Curves require specinl atiention
— Rlow dawn efore entering, then

~opply power o wheels, Be alert for

oncoming cara; they often crows the
cenlre line,

#l, Never pass on hills or curves, On

straightaways pnss only when positive
the way I8 clear,

1. Don't drive after heavy drinking,
If you have been drinking moderately,
allow one hour for ecach one-ounce
drink or beer (12 ounces) consumed,
before driving. |

8. Keep the car in good operating
condition, especially brokes, tires,
steering and front end suspension,
front and rear lights, morrors, turn
ftygnals, wipers, muffler and exhaust
mpe.

. Always fosten safety belts and
lock car doors.

10, Drive defensively: **Recognize
the hazard; understand the defence;
net in time.” '
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Need strong township leader

Dar Sir:

Atthls timeof the Lear it ls always useful

to examine, If done In a constructive way,

the leadership and indeed the whole ad-

ministration of our local municlpal
government. This can only be done well I
the facts are available to those making the
examination. Political advertising after
often does not supply the facts, It Is the
newapapers through their continual
publlcations that permit this to be done, in
particular the local newspapers.

I have taken the time to look into the

facts as they relate to the leadership in the
Township of Nassagaweya. One does not
have Lo look far to see the respect in which
our recve is held in.some of the most
important arens of our provincial
government.

The Minister of Municipal Affairs and the
Minister of Mines have been faced by her
and she has made forceful and constructive
submissions on behalf of the municipality,
submissions dealing with our major
problems, Taxation and Assessment,
Ptanning. and Development, the
preservation and control of the beauty of our
Townshlp along with the very important
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“that information can be brought

guestions of the Township's future in
Reglonal Government. The reapect that she
has galned from both the ministers Ia
reflected in the changes that have been
made because of her constant challenges,
not perhapa all we would llke, but great
improvements,

I am also aware that the reeve his been
involved and has been a lcader in
associations outside the township In order
ck to the
township for our benefit and at the same
time this allows her to be up to date on the
issues that could effect our [ulure. An
example of this is the fact that she has been
a director of the Reglonal Development
Counctl and played a very important part at
the time of its inception.

Much time has been devated by the reeve
to causes and conferences {at her own
expense ) in order that the fullest knowledge
is avallable to her and her councll, in t
interests of the people of Nassagaweya, and
alsp at the county level in the interests of the
whole - county. This I hope and trust that she
will continue {o do because without this
imowledge and her ability to champion our
causes whenever they are challenged, we
would be isolsted.

- without co-operation af mu

Development of the right type In this
township iﬂucemrr. It cannot be obtained
ny levels of
governument, local, county a cflmvlnciuL
We have to work hard to get that co-
operation if we are to be successful.

A great deol of the development in the
four counties of Halton, Peel, York and
Ontarto hos been held up due to the new
provincial plan. This is not a local issue — it
cannot be salved locally regardless of how
much homework might be done on M,
However, we can only trust and hope that we
will receive fair and sympathetle treatment
if our leader {s known and respected at Lhe
levels where the Issues are declded, and U
the position of the townshlp is presented In
clear, strong and knowledgeable terms as It
has been done in the past years,

Our local powers are slowly belng taken.
We may {ind ourseives in reﬁti,alul
government wium;h l'.ﬁ’nu ears, B0 2 #

the people who will insure weg
ﬁfﬁmﬂ possible for the people of the
existing Municipality.
Yourstruly,
Helen (Mrs. C.)
- R. R.3, Milton,

lce,

Reeve chairman of council

Lear Sir;

Before making their choice of reeve on
December 7 I would like to tell my friends
and neighbors of Nassagaweya township of
my views regarding the reeveship,

Being reeve of Nassagaweya in my
understanding, means being not a “‘strong
leader"’ unquote,-but the chalrman of a
democratic council.

'The reeve must make sure that
unportant issues are raised and stated
openly and that all representatiod from any
board, committee or institution is properly
received,

'fThat the public and the press may
exercise their right to know what goes on in
ocoundcil.

'That all work of the road committee, the
planning board, the commitiee of ad-
justment, and all other boards &nd
cormumissions be recognized, respected and
properly considered in the fight to keep our
environment as safe as possible, from air,
water and visual pallution, in dealing with
industrial waste dumping ground, the Hydro
encroachment and any other threats.

‘That the bylaws be respected and
strengthened.

should I be elected, I will continue my
late husband’s policy to work with respect

and integrity for our township and county
and for ail these fine public spirited people
who give 80 generously of thelr time, effort
and ahility for the benefit of owr township.

Yours very sincerely,
Mrs. Elizabeth Hoey
Elm Tree Farm,
R.R.1, Moffat

Off the cuff . . .

Election time in Halton this year
sees all municipal councils except
Mitton falling into line with the county
board of education bi-ennial elections.
And for the (first time, ali:
municipalities are giving the voler two
full weeks between nomination night
and election night, in which to make up
hss or her mind about the candidate of
their chotce. Those eight and 10 day
spaces between nomination and
election nights in some Halton towns
and townships were a nuisance, unfair
to both voters and candidates. At least
now there is a little more time for.

campaigning.
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