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ANOTHER IN THE SERIES of aerlal photographs of
Acton and arca taken for the Halton Industrial Com-

mittee by photographer Phil Aggus. The helicopter

Sugar and Spice @

If you heard a stgh sometime recently
like an elephant about to lle down and die,
there was nothlng to be alarmed about. It
was just the Smileys getting the fast of two

kida off 1o college,

Hugh ian't 50 bicl any mere, Boys aren’t
encrally. They'll jam some clothes nnd
unk into a suitense or byvo and o duffel bag,

and off they 0.

He had declded, after nvouple of yenrs of
waiting table and selling vacuum cleaners,
that there might be something in that higher
education stuff after all, and went back last

year.

Unfortunately, 1 promised that if he
buckled down, I'd give him some flnancial
help. He buckled down Just enough to get
through hls yenr, so this year I'm stuck with
paying his fees. As far o5 ealing goes, he's
o his own.

Got him off on nn early bug, bound for
Hallfnx with a big box of books and frayed
shirts and one suitcase, mine, bulglng. He
was full, ns usunl, of fourxdiess optimism and
greal expectntions, Ne prablem.

Kim ls another kettle of fish, Or fowl. A
FM apo we took her off to university, got
et registered, found her o place to llve, and

I'm .a hockey nut from way back and
every fall when the training camps start u
the old nostalgin returns. [ could fill

columns and columns with stories of the
palmy days when hockey was king In the

winter months here,

It isn't too long apo when the rinks were
packed with people, many of them
characters difficult te describe. Twe [ have
no difficulty remembering were rabid
rooters for the Georgetown Raiders, They
never failed to attend panies — home or
away.

Core of the Raider rooting section they
were two very lively ladies, A trace of ac-
cent proclaimued they hailed from England
at one time where they picked up a peculiar
idiom which might have been ot home oh a
cricket field but was forcigm Lo hockey rinks.

Despite the fact they sometimes rankled
fans from other centres, almost everyone
professed a grudging admiration for thelr
enthusiasm. They cheered, hooted, chatted,
chortled and booved with such guste they
could even get umder the referces’ skin,
which is a tribute in itseli,

However, their ribald remarks and
caustic comments also disturbed the more
serious fans who were often tempted to
bounce a brick off the pair's heads.,

But all was forgiven when the two ledies

followed an outburst with shricks of

laughter and the comment, "We may not
have money but we sure enjoy life.”

I didn't know the state of their bank
deposits but there was no doubting the
validity of the second half of thelr
statement. They sparkled with a vitality
that you see little of nowadays.

I wish sometimes this sort of epthusiasm
could be carried over into other @venues of
life. But I realize the world would be in
constant turmoil — and stitches.
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allny her lonelineas, buy her more clothes,
and change her llving quarters twice.

She quit at Christmaa and my stony heart
blcd tears when I counted the dollars down
the drain, She was il for a time. Then ahe
went out into the world to seek her fortune,

She discovered that tho streeta of the clty
were paved with soot, not gold, After a few
months of being broke or working, she chose
the lesser of three evils, and declded to go
back to school.

After an Incredible delay, and weeks of

onizing anxiety for her mother, her uﬂ;

catlon was aceepled. (Deallng wi
university bureaucracy is like dealing with
the government.)

I took her down and we checked out the
university, She liked it, to my amazement. |
think what =old her was that an Engllsh

{easor we talked to introduced himse H
m first name, had long hair and o beard,
and when he atood up, turned out to be In his
hatre [ect.

She had expressed a deslre to get out of
the city. Sick of the amog, traffic and
everything else that goes with It. She wished
she could go to college in a small town, .l
pointed cut that smail towna do not boast

- made about four long trips in six weeks o universities.
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I would even be happy Uf T could catch
some of that spirit when my wife and I go on
shopping expeditions. It would help take
awny some of the abrasive feelings and
ensuing silences, You see my betier half
suspects [ don't like shopping and merely go
along morosely out of a sense of duty.

She's wrong, of course. If I had the cholce

. of going shopping or undergoing a tonsil

operation I'd take shn;:iph'xg every time, Of
course, it would be a difficult decision.

And it seems shopping IS now a way of
life. They even make provision for it at
conventions,

During a newspaper cohvention we at-

tended In the i arﬁamurs. thinkin
along these lines, ongnln the ladies shoul
have one afterncon free for shopping in
downtown Toronte. Working newspaper
le, meanwhile, woitld be closeted In
ess sessions. The next day, however,
was left {ree for all todo thelr own thing.

Naturally, we headed downtown from the
hotel — ostensibly to see a show. We
arra to meet another couple on the
eighth floor of the hote! where they stayed.
We were on the 1ith so that meant we would
merely off the elevater, joln them, and
then catch ancther car to the lobby.

We made it to the eighth floor.

[ stepped off to greet the friends who
were walching descending elevators and
turned to assist my wife off. At this point the
elevator door closed interrupting our
communication and taking wile down below
while I stood on the eighth

Nat , we wondered whether she
woilld get off and come back up on ancther
ahaft, We also wondered whether she would
continue to the lobby and meet us there, We
also wondered if she would go mwﬁ

interpreting this change of plan asthe
the gods.

sweater.

e

wuﬁ over Main §t. N. when the camera shot this view
over the oldest section of town and newer arcas on the
north side of the CNR tfracks.

fut this was as close to it as you could
get. Campus aurrounded by erchurds. A
river winding through it. Well out of the cily
proper. No heavy teaffic within two miles,

By sheer good luck, caught the last bed In
a girls' residence, It's o ca-operative, with
14 girls, They do thelr own cooking,
cleaning, and make their own rules, Great.

A girl who lived in the house sald it was
fine. A stone’s throw from the college. It waa

a moess, but professional cleaners were

munldngI in to clean, decorate and put
everything in order.

Then the doubits set In. "Dad, how con [

 get along with 13 girla? What if my room-

mates don't like ime? Wait'll they sec me
come In with my gultor, in jeans amd
ancakers," And %o on,

In my jovial, fatherly way, [ retorted:
“Look, kid, 25 yoara ngo I was ltving with 17
other fellows in a room the size of yours, ond
we got along."”

The answer wad typical of all kids, the
minuto you start talking aboul the tough ol
days. "'Yeah, yesh, I know, Dnd, hut thal
was in comp, and you had no choiee and F've
heard it all before,”

For once, | was firm. She wis attually
pleased by my firmness. All settled. So we
took her down on a Sunday, Lo get sottled.
The house wns stll! p mesa, No cleaners, No
drapes up. No pillow cases, Two or three
girls struggling around with furnliure. No
heat in the house on o cold, drizzly day, -

It was bleak and dreary and her splrita
went down like n thermometer in an lee
bucket, leslly, she hadn't even packed n
eft her the one I was wearing,

When we teft, she looked a3 woebegone as
o drunk ot a tea porty. Her mother moaned
softly ali the way home and has been
wringing her honds cver slnce. We'll see.

Fortunately we guessed right. She walted
for us in the lobby und there was o joyous
reunion.

But it was close and the temptatlon of
those big Toronto atores is one which few
ladies would want to miss.
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-Saving face

There 13 no doubt the Minister of
Mines for Ontario has been in-
vested with wide, sweeping powers
by the passoage of an Act to provide
for the preservation of the Nlagara
Escarpment and its vicinity,

Quarrying operations have
already been hit wlth closures
siapped on 15 tirms who clher
through neglect or abjection dld not
apply lor permits to operate,

According fo Section Five of the
Bill, the Minisler may refuse 1o
Issue a permlt where, v his
opinion, the operation of the mine
would be against the Interest of the
public In preserving the character
of the formation that includes tho
escarpment and the avallabllity of
its natural attributes for enjoyment
by the public,

This of course, is almed at those
pit and quarry operations which
defaced thls natural beauty spot
cipeclally on the face and made no
plans to rehabHlitate goaping holes
and plles of refuse.

Dropping the hem line .

According to the Financlal Post,
Canadian men will have to have
some pretly good reasons to oppose
their wives midis - that Is If the
lair sex drop hemiines because
men's fashlon experts predict that
Johnny Canuck Is going Into a
longer.length topcoat this lail,

Lengths of the new coats will
vary from about the knee level to
about the mid-cali, And i you are
already sleaming because you just
bought one that went over your
knees, hold your breath -— you've
got anocther shock coming!

Another innovat|on for men this
tall is the emergence of the country
suit- complete with half.vest and
pleals on the back ol the jacket,

The country sult has been
around before, of course, but worn
mostly by gentleman'farmers. Now
you'll likely see them in offices and

Press

bditorial Page

y "

and blasting . . .

it took some |ntestinal fortliude
fo pass legislation but before we
stand up and cheer, we'd ke to seo
concrete evidence that the quarry
operalors Intend to rehabilltate the
escarpment over which they have
had stewardship. I Is true some
quarries have already done
something tangible in this regard
but the lack of any improvements
in this area |s noticeable,

There Is another area where
lhere should be more control and
perhaps the wide Interpretation of
sucHon tive would give the minisinr
somie ammunition. That i3 ex.
ceraslve blasting!

Despite strong denlals by some of
the large quarries, there are fow
people who llive In the vicinlty of the
pits who haven’t fell thelr house
tremble from the effects of a large
blast. We sometimes feel blasts
from a ncorbiyy operation in Acton.

Efforis by the Deparimoent of
Mines fo exercise soma form of

anywhere clse where men wear
suils. _

For thoso of us who havo not yot
accepled the return of The wide tie
and Hared trousers, these fashlon
Innovations are not goling to creale
a slampede to the men’s clothing
stores. But perhaps we’ll keep a
closer cyo on the fashion plates we
personally know, so we dop’t get
loo aut of date,

According fo the Financlal Post,
there is some reasaon for payling
more heed to what goes on your
back. A Montreal Industriallst who
drosses with exceptional good taste
confided 'to an |Infterviewer

“"Clothes toll me a tol about a
man.”

Times evidently have changed,
Remember when the ladles sald,
**Clolhes don’t make the man.”

In fact, to be a fashlonably

conirol over blasting have boen
ludicrous In the past, somotimes

approaching the polnt of In-
credullly.

Complaints ol oxcossive
biasting has brought n

seismograph and opoerator from
Toronto to measure eoflects,
However, quarry owners ore
nolifled whon  the machine Is
operallng, 1t certalnly regulros no
stretch of the Imaglination to
helleve some would cut down when
lhe machine was operating. Why
not sneak up on thase who abuse
the privilege and Then measure the
sl ? _

Pollce cruisers cortainly
axerclse thls type of actlon with
radar nlong the highways and
charges seem to stick.

If the government is going to
exercise control over abuses of 1he
ascarpment they might as waoll
exiend ihelr conirol to an area
bothering many people now.

dreased male was viewed rather
susplciously by he-man 1ypes,
There was evidenco that hoe was
slightly  valn, with. an »nc.
companying eye for the womeoen,
They called him a “dandy*,

Now the pendulum has taken a
pronounced swing In the ofher
direcilon, 1led by tashionable
tooiball and hockey stars who keep
“muod” clothns in tholr closels and
woear them as well,

IFor those who can atford fo
indulge their taste In clothes -
there'll llkely be a drop In the
hemitine. |t mokes one suspect
there must be an awful 1ot of cloth
argund that clothing manufac-
lurers want to get rid of hecause
this writer for one Is porfectly
happy wilth hemlines the way they
arce, ‘

Drop-outs not unmotivated . . .

High school dropouts are not
unmotivated young people nor do
they necessarily lack the. In:
telligence to finish Grade 12 or 13,
contrary to. much public opinlon.

Thisis & conclusion of a recently
completed study by the Calgary
Famliy Service Bureau,

Bert Marcuse, executive
director of the bureau, launched
the survey because he became
concerned about the stereotyped
opinions of students who drop out,
which label them as “‘no good,
unmotivated people.”” Hls In.
terviews disclosed that two-thirds
of the dropouts were taking other
courses or special tralning
eisewhere,

20 years ago

Taken [rom the issue of the Free
Press of Thursday, September 28, 1950

The community was Indeed shocked to
on Tuesday of Kenneth
A. Mackenzie, a prominent businessman
t few years and yourger son
¢ was
type of :rnung

learn of the paasing

here for the
of Mrs. and the late J. B, Mackenzie.
33 years old. He was a flne
citizen who took a keen interest In Acton an
its progress.

Acton fair for 1950 was a success in all
respects except the weather, Mr. R. R.
Parker was in charge of the Friday night
show and the 1ith Field Artillery Band
played and marched. The saddle horse
classes were the highlight of the arena show.

There were vaudeville acts and the band
wider Charles Mason., The fair was opened
Saturday by Mayor Mason. The prizes for
best decorated bikes and doll carriages went
to Bob Heatley, Janet Rognvaldson and
Sandra Hargrave. Kings and Queens of the
crawlers at the baby show were Gary
Dobhie, Lois Burt, Nancy Jesiin, robert
Bittorf, Gordon Burt and Sharon Lyons.
Judges were Mrs,Collen of Guelph and Miss
Gibbons, Acton, both nurses. There were 12
babies in the tent for the prizes,

Best freckied face boys were Don Dawson,
Bob Coxe and James Lillle and girls Linda
Coxe, Alleda Bacon and Betty Ann Barr. Joe
Jany proved the best ple eater.

cunf weather played havoc with the
parade and the stock parade was cancelled,
A miniature rodeo and ventriloquist en-
tertained Saturday afternoon. Walter
Linham as president and his committees
may well be congratulated.

FFree Press

Boredom causes many students
to qult school, he found. Another

cause Is the fact that many older

students who have left schoal and
come back to try again, {ust can’t
face It — “‘they f{eel
isolated and uncomfortable,’””

Poverty Is also blamed for poor
academic performance, he poinis
out, but adds: It is not true that
chldren from deprived areas are
not motivated. They may have
different values, but they are not
unaware of the value of education,
They |ust don’t have the ex.
pectation of being able to go to
unlversity.”

University is stlil not avallable
to most lower income students,

50 years ago

Taken from the isasue of Lhe Free
Presas of Thursday, October 7, 1920

A real-oldfashioned =znow storm which
lasted for several hours came on October 1.
Acton Checker club, which has been In
successful operation in the old post office
for four or five years has been

Acton Amusement Club.

suc by

left out, |

George Barber is the first president of the

ciub and Robert Scott secretary{treasurer,

The club has leased the billiard room in the

Soldiers’ Commmnunity Home and will keep it

Hmhnﬂﬂyapm!urﬂ:mmmu-unndﬂﬂr
ends.

Dr. W. G. C. Kenney went to Toronto
Uriversity on Monday to commence hia
medical course there.

Nassagaweya school fair held at Brook-
ville was a gratifying success. Winners In
the school parnde were No. 8, Miss Van-
natier: No. 2 Miss Pennington; No. 8 Miss
Harvy; No. 7 Mias Mahon. Among the man
winners were Bessie Kingstury, Edi
Norrish, Ethel Dredge, Mary Darby, Ruby
Elsley, John -Wallace, Stella Elsley, Bert
Lamb, Lucy Elliott, Cora McNiven, Stanley
Notrish, Geo. Nightingale, Reggie Wilson,
Lioyd Chisholm, Elsie Storey, Joseph
Henderson, Jas Britton, Chas. Fatt, Alex
McNiven, Mac McLaughlin, Emest Wilson,
Irene Twins, [rene , Bob
Margaret Stokes, Elliott,

Calma, Grace Laking, Alex Job, Emma

. Land, Else Easterbrook, Dan

Billings,
Grant McMlllan, Elmer Chisholm,
%nhwfurd Mahon, Clark Donaven, Lane

even less so in Canada than the
U.S, says Marcuse, “‘But
economically deprived children
often know that If they finish Grade
11 or 12, they will have to contribute
to thelr tamlily’s upkeep, or their
own,” he adds. ""They have fo
accept the fact that education is
stiH for the privileged people in our -

. soctety.”

Marcuse stresses that un-
derstanding the problems of
youngsters from poor homes is
essential If they are to have equal
opportunities with more fortunste
children, “"but most middle-class
people—Including many teachers-—
have a fantastic ignorance of the
culture of poverty.”

back l.
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/5 years ago

Taken from the tusue of the Free
Press of Thursday, September 19, 1895,

A hitch in the negotistions for the
proposed electric t plant has occurred
g the past week and, we understand,

Mr, Ebbage {3 not likely to with the
erection of the plant for he had made
arrangements, The dynamo has arrived and
the Natlonal Electric Co. are naturally
anxious o plave it in town. It is romored
that it will in all probabillty remain =»

another party Is contemplating the electric
business

Some of the old heads of Rockwood village
started out vallantly last Sunday (o ferret
out the who have been terrorizing
the neighbarhood, but had the misgfortune to
gel lost in Strange’s swamp, -
~ Visitors to village are
with the extent of the late fire when [,
nothing left but the foundations of what was
& few weeks ago a prosperous business part
uf!;hwﬂh . Erin will now agitate for a fire
engine company.

A number of boys with catapults smashed
a number of panes in the unused room at the
school Saturday and on previous occasions.
This action mskes them candidates for the
county gaol. _

The heavy frost at the of the
week cut off the tender plants vines.

Street i n:g.nmﬂ mm
stringing wires on Sunday after sev
complaints théy have been surnmoned and
charged with brea the Lord's Day Act.
The foreman said men worked on
Sunday to have the electric railroad running
for the Central Fair there this week.




