Stone houses, espegially those
made by Scottizsh masons or their
descendants, are very much in
demand by connoisaeurs of
Canadianna. Their solid design
employing hand cut stone em-
bellishes this district, especially
in Guelph, Galt and Fergus.

Not so well known, perhapa but
just as sturdy and time tested,
are the stone barns which were
bullt in that more leisurely era
when looks were prized.
They often complement the stone
house and glve the farm a look of

rmanence which even the beat
Ept wooden structure camol

duplicate,

The northern part of
Nassagaweya township has
several of the stone structures
arotnd the Guelph Line and 30
Sideroad, The rock-atrewn flelds
in Nassagaweya and the rock
underneath were ldeally sulted
for stone atructures and the
plonecrs realized it. Most of them
are still in daily use,

This week The Free Press took
a look at four of these stone barna
and talked to owners who en-
deavor to keep them in good
ghape, All were bhullt before the:
turn of the century and some are
well over a century old,

Owners take a gpecial pride in
the buildings, which are unique
not onty from the standpoint of
the bullding materials, but also
because of the link they forge
with the early pioneers of the
district,

Lasby bammn
Joshua Norrish, who wrote the
first history of Nassagaweya,
buiit the barn on the farm of
Wallace Lasby in 1881, It's on 30
Sideroad. The stone house on the
game property dates hack to 1872,

Gateposts, consisting of solld
peces of stone, stand on each
side of the entrance to the farm
lane. The posts are anchored
extending four and a half feet

below the ground.

The farm has been in the
family for 68 years,

further into the history
of the barn, Mr. Smith learned
stones were lodged into place by
the use of a device called an “A"
frame. Beams inside the barn are
all hand-hewn,

Hewn beams

Hand-hewn beams are alzo a
feature of the barmm on the
mroperty of V. J. Willms on the
Fourth Line of Nassagaweya,
just above 30 Sideroad.

The barn was bullt in 1858 by
the Easton family, who recelved
the land from the Crown.

The farm has had only four

owners since, im:ludln? ormer
Nassagaweya counclllor Ross
Gordon. Mr. Gordon used the

barn as an implement shed and to
store hay.

The Gordons lived on the farm
from 1018 until 1968, The Willms
family have llved there, since

1868,

All four barns are easily seen
from the road. They enhance the
area and draw astares from

asjera-by unaccustomed to

rna made of stone.
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A SILO 20 feet high, which extends 15
feet below the ground as well, Is at-
tached to the stone barn on the farm of
Rohert Croft on the Guelph Line. The
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Marks over
Photo)
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Jimmy Marks, a stenemason of

some repute, constructed the
barn on the farm of Robert Croft
on the Guelph Line, just east of
Eden Milis. Mr. Croft estimates it
was built over 100 years ago.

The farm has been in the
family, since Mr. Croft’s father
bought it in the spring of 1906.

. A 20 [oot tall silo adjoining the
barn extends 15 {eet un-

derground,

, Archway hand cut

Stones for the archway over the
door 1o the barn are all hand cut,
and Mr. Croft says the building is
in sound ahape and has never had
any repair work done on it.

Stonework on the bharn on
property of L. Hall Smith, on 30
Sideroad, near the Fifth Line of
Nassagaweya iz now painted
white and the huge doors are
attractively done in red.

Although Mr. Smith and his
family have lived there only
#oven yvears, he estimates the
barn was built about 1860.

Applicufioh

approved

Last week the Committee of
Adustment approved the ap-

plication of Gordon Cunningham
to seek a conveyance to validate

his sale of land for a planned new
spariment on Ransom St.

The land had not been under
subdivision control by the town of
Acton so0, following new
leginlation passed in June, it
automatically fell under

.provindal juriséietion which put
all land in Ontario under Ipl':-
division control.

Subsequently the sale couldn't
be registered, 50 the hearing by
the committee of Adjustiment was

required

ESQUESING

COUNCIL
BRIEFS

HM:I their ir?ulu meeting
onasy night, Esquesin
Council : " .

and bring recommendations
before council with regard to a

bookkeeping machine for the
township,

—Appraved a petition received
from lthe ir
Esquesing, regarding street
Ilu:hu in the village of BEIIim!ld*

ratepayers of
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JOSHUA NORRISH, who wrnier the
history of Nassagaweya bulit the stone
barnon the farm of Wallace Lasby on 30

STONEWORK on this barn on the

property of L. Hatl Smith, 30 Sideroad,
near the Fifth Line of Nassagaweya Is

i - Kt i

T A et e Al
¥ : C A N Y A v

- S T 1
SRANTNL T T

"
. -I"F*-‘..l'_,r L "

- e

Sideroad. The barn was buiit in 1881 and
measures 54 feet by 72 feet.—(Staff
Photo)

barn was buiit about
Photo}

1860.—(Staff

painted white and the barn doors are
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JOHNSON

DOCTOR OF

OPTOMETRY

MILTON AND ACTOM

Closed Aug. 198 72
Open Saturdays

John Salmon

Counfry TV Centre

SALES & SERVICES
Highway 24, Rockwood Line

Spedalizing in TV Service to
all makes

Rockwood (519) 856-9872% RA 1, Guelph, Ont.

painted red. Mr. Smith estimates the

barn was built by stonemason Jimmy
100 years ago.—(Staff
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AGREAT DEAL of effort and know how
went into the placing of hand-.cut stones
i Y in bulldings such as this garage, on the

farm of Wallace Lasby. The sione
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:BOWL for Pleasurai

74
%..BOWL for Health.

THE ENTIRE FAMILY
CAN BOWL TOGETHER

“IN" Thing
to do.

853-2168

Electrical & Mechanical

Repairs and Installations

R.R. NO. 1, ACTON

Esquesing-Nassagaweya Townline

Between No. 17 & 22 Sideroads

Lﬁ

GO BOWLING _
ACTON BOWLING LANES ;

MEMBER B.P.A.C. 8530170 a

A S A L O P

RURAL MAINTENANCE
SERVICE

JOHN OOSTERHOFF

house, garage and barn on the property
have been In the Lasby family for 68
years.—{Staff Photo) |

TRADITIONALLY NEW ... FIELD TO FEEDLOT
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NOW ... A CYLINDER CHOPPER
that merits the Gehl name!

A cylinder cutterhead is the heart of this new Gehl
300" chopper. Nine knives whirl at 1000 RPM to cut

" and throw materinl with each razor-sharp slice. Stand-
ard tungsten-carbide faced knives and cutterbar .,
built-in knife sharpener, No leeder apron. Crop attach-
ments pivat with the feed-in mechanism - the opening
is always perfectly aligned with feed rolls, providing
stendy, even bites to the knives, Three attachments
available: hay pick-up, one-row, and a twao.row that
handles both wide and nareow rows,

TWO-ROW

e Chops 28-40" rows e Forward neutral reversa
o~ Stalk bumper bar for butt-first feeding

Make us prove it with a Demonstration!

SWANSTON FARM
EQUIPMENT LIMITED

R. R. 3 ROCKW0OD — 858-93512

Winter Wheat Insurance
important changes

All licensed
varieties to
be considered.

Final seading

date extended in
Eastern Ontario.
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208 Main St. E.

Winter kill
compensation
increased by 20%.

Sprouting now
optional perii.

Find out how these
changes affect you —
talk to your local

Crop Insurance Agent —
he’s listed below.

Compensation
for whaat that
grades below
C.E. No. 3.

@& Crop Insurance agents in this area

McGUAIG INSURANCE

878-2874

6% Lyon Ave.

ROY A. GORDON

Guelph 824-14%9
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