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] * The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, August 12, 1970

_ By Wendy Thomson
{Third installment of notes on the 47th annual ride of the Trail
Riders of the Canadian Rockles)

As if the scenery and good riding on the trails aren’t enough, the
organization keeps the fun going far into the night, starting with in-
troductlons the {irst evening, then swinging into singsongs, square-
dances, polkas, ete., with Dan Dennis of Calgary on the accordlon (any
accompilahed accordionist gets the chance lo go on the ride, free, plus
a small wage), and various people on the guitar. Everything sounds 50

much better around a huge fire at night.
Wednesday, this year's president of the organization, Howard

Watkins of Calgary, got a pack
horse contest going. For this,
three guides taught six girls how
to load up a pack horse, then we
were timed. First time 'round, I
was on Ron's team (he's THE
man behind the scenes at camp),

“and won with a time of 1:55
minutes plus a five second
penalty for having one rope loose..
{The time was only a few seconds
more than that of the “pros"
when they did it.) 1 was greatly
pleased with mysell,

Bul the night guide, Dan, got
stuck with me, even though he
explained everything carefully,
he went at it from such a different
angle that I got all balled and
waa quite ashamed of mysell.

To try to teach someone who
can‘'t even get a half-hitch
stralght how to do a diamond
hitch under a box on top of a
horse and in a hurry — HA! |
really loused it up. The one thing
that made me (eel better was the
BOTH these guys tried to tell us
that it was the ather that did his
tying all wrong.

Much of the entertainment goes
on on the traila when the guides
get bored. Once Mike, the head
guide, undid the cinch on one
girl's saddle at a zmoke stop.
Naturally, when she went lo
mount up and put her weight in
the stirrup she found herselfl with

- a saddle in her lap. The whole

tme at lunch stops, this kid was

Mike urawares and push him in
the lake, not even giving up when
he kept reversing the situation
and soaking her mare and more.

To try to wear a bit of the vim
and vigour ot of ber and a few
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Guides” desonbing all ther
bes. | sal up late the
bedare and wrote it all out
by candiebght, working in as
many iocidents and idiosyn-
cracses &3 | could [ read a per-
{fectly straight tribute while Alice
and two ather nders acted out the
correspocding incidents. For
example, wheo | praised the
guides for their courtesy, the
riders re-coacied Mike sending
me flying by applying the flat of
an axe 1o my posterior,

Alice was more than over joyed
to act the part of Mike and did it
quite convincingly, even though
her 52" was quite lost in the
clothes borrowed from Mike who
must have been at least 6'1°. ]
coached Ann Carter of Salinas,
California in the part of Dan -
straightening his vest, tucking
his chin down, looking up from
under his hat brim and sayi
(by the way, he always seem
to be his horse after it
bad either got loose from being
tied or had trotted out from under
him ISteve,you round up thase 35
horses while™ pause, straighten,
tuck—'"'l cstch mine.” And

DAN DENNIS. and Free PFress
columnist Wendy Thomson compete in
the pack horse competltion during the
trail ride through the Rockles.

off along the bank and into the
lake, loosing everything it had
been packed with. Dan had to go
in on his horse to fish the boxes
out, but some stuff sank and was
lost.

At another stop, Mike's horse
went down with colic and [t was
beginning to look as if he wasn't
going to get up again, Luckdly, on
this ride there were four doctors,
including a psychiatrist. By the
time all the Doca (and a few
quacks) had gone down to consult
over it, the poor horse figured it
had better get up and away from
there before they decided to DO
something.

Dan's horse kept going .down
for another reason. It was tied to
a tree while the rest of the horses
were left to roam, at stops. It kept
tlailing around il it got all
tangled up and threw itself.
Finatlly, as a discreet hint that it
would be best to stay on it's [eet,
Dan stepped up on its side and
tromped up and down from head
to tail and back again, three or
four times. I wonder if it actually
does work,

The one day 1 was sick and
stayed in camp, 1 spent talking to
Sheryl Walker, the cook, a pretty
23 year old from Northern On-
tario. She does a tremendous job
for someone with no training
fother than being cook's helper
for two years), whomping up
treakfast of juice, eggs, bacon,
and pancakes cvery morning, a
pictiic for lunch, them a huge

.— Fried ¢hicken, or stew,
a swiss steak, ham, or the best
bartecued roast of beef ['ve
ever ~ tasted, with soup,
vegelables. salad and dessert -
and aitways enough for 40 with

jst aboukt everything done in a
tent 1o 2 wood stove, [ was really

Trere was only four things that
marred an otherwise perfect
week . First, my airmattress kept
goug down, and when the tem-
perature went below freezing
that ground was celd when [ woke
up’ Second. while part of the ides
of the nde had been 1o have a rest
from my youngsters, there was
ore there abou! the same age as
Beth, and | swear she hardly ever
was silent. On one ride, she was
nght behind me, telling
homemade jokes, singing songs,
cic. | umed her, once and in a
e hour period she didn't stop
making noises for more than 15
secoxds at a2 time. | kept hoping
she'd catch a big black bug right

s the yap and keoep it shut for a.

while But no such luck

Third although 1 ‘sat outside
alone UH midnight a couple of
mghts, ust watching the trees
against Lhe sky, listening to the
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sound of the river, and enjoying
the hour in solitary, there were
times when a married woman
without her husband along, s out
of place, and those were times of
great loneliness, Gord and 1 could

have out-polka’d everybody In

the tent!
Lastly, 1 found I needed time to
re-adjust te clvillzation after

. coming down (rom the moun-

tains. Gord thought to surprise
me by coming to pick me up right
from the ride and scooting me
back to Saskatchewan, to our
kids and his family, right away.
It doesn't work. Right now, as [
write this last page, the day alter
coming down, civilization Is
grating, and quite a bit of my
heart is atill up in the mountains.

Signed, a full-fledged member

of The Trail Riders of the
Canadian Rockies. ;
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 fFree Press
briefs

THE LIBRARY is closed till

next Tuesday, for staff holidays.

A NEW ROOF is being put on
part of the Robert Little school
this week.

NO SIGN of the new portable
classrooms here yet,

JUST OVER a week till the
C.N.E. begins and a little over a

month till fall fair,

BANK. CONSTRUCTION
continues , kitty-corner at Mill
and Willow. Makes interesating
watching.

GRAIN CROPS are good in the
district in general. Combining
will be underway soon.

CONSTRUCTION along No. 7
highway has completely changed
the look of the area in some
locations. Work is beginning on
curbing just out side town this

THE SEVENTH LINE of
Esquesing has new topping, and
Ballinafad villagers worry about

speeders. _

HEAVY AIR these humid days
makes smells and pollens hang

low and long. it’s hard times for
sensitive noses,

SEIKO WATCHES

“THE OFFICIAL TIME FOR EXPO ‘70"

Men's or Ladies’
for all occasions

35%,0u |
DAVIS JEWELLERS

— ACTON --
YOUR AUTHORIZED SEIKO DEALER

853-0450

Seek CW.A.C.s

The Fres Presa has been asked
to help locnte C.W.A.C. “pala™

Ladies’ fair board
p’ans for 'HOQfS from the service doys of World
War [, Thelr annua! reunion Is

with ldean for the float could get being held the last weekend in
in touch with committes and will September In Toronto. Anyona
be greatly appreciated. Intereated? Write for brochure to
A cup of tea and relreshments  Mrs. Shirley Wood ieesaker, 201
wan served by the hostess Mra, K. Nlagara §t., Toronto 139,
Alger annisted by Mrs. W,
Thompson and Mrx, 8. Morrison,
after which n very enjoyahle
socinl time was wpent as the

Mra. K. Alger was hopatess
Thursday evening Aug. 8 for the
Acton ladies’ fair board meeling.
Mra. W. Linham, the president,
was in the chair and Mrs. 1sohel
McDonald, mecretary {reasurer,
read the minutes of the last
meeting and gave the flnanclal
reporl,

AURAL MAINTENANCE

Spot lighta for the Indles' hall  hostess hed many items  of
exhibits were discussed and the  Interest for the ladles to admire, SERVICE
ladies holl committee were to The next meeling will be an- JUHN OO3TERHOFF
meet with the men's holl egm-  mounced Inter, 853-2148

Electricsl & Mechanical
Repaire and insialia!lons

R.R,NO.1, ACTON
Esquesing Nmsegsweys Townline
Between No. 17 & 12 Sideroads

miitiee for further discusston. ‘The e
float commlltee for the falr wepe The Ontario Heart Foundation
chosen, Mrs. C. Altken, Mra, 8,  hasfree edocations] materials on
Morrison, Mrs. K. Alger and Mra.  high  blood  pressure.  But
C. Storey with Mr. C. Storey remember, it takes twa o treat |t
assiating the ladles. Any member - you and your doctor,

Bring You

G. W. KELLY & SON LTD.
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WHAT ARE THE FACTS?

RCA Engineers Were The First To Pioneer and Develop Color Television

1. July 1930 — RCA sclentists start
research in transmission and reception
of color.

5. October 1953 — RCA offers basic color
set design to englneers representing all
TV set manufacturers. :

3. April 1947 — RCA publicly deman-
strates Color TV.

2. February 1947 — RCA sclentists
achieve breakthrough with first suc-
cessful colorcast.

6. March 1954 — Production of RCA color
TV receivers begins.

tube and set manufacturers to

4. June 1951 — RCA invites competing
demonstration. |

AND READ WHY RCA IS NO. 1 IN COLOR TV

d. June 1968 — RCA infroduces Trans

1 AMarch 1987 — RCA introduces first
Super Bright Ml-Lite Picture Tube.

2 June 1%6 — RCA introduces
"Permachrome’ Plcture Tubes,

Automatic Fine Tuning, Salld
Integrated Circpits.

NOW MEET THE TEAM THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE! !

The inside-face of every RCA HI-LITE 70
picture tube is now covered with blue,
green and red phosphor dots on a jet
black matrix background (instead of
the conventional grey background).
Theresults arestartling. RCA HI-LITE
70 Is 100 percent brighter, sharper in
detail, greater in conirast definition.

1. January 194) ~ RCA produces
firat Canadian Color TV safs.

Vista Solid Sate Color TV,

because of RCA’s vast experience and
leadership In “’computer-technology”,
RCA engineers are able to introduce the
100 per cent brighter HI-LITE 70 Color
Picture Tube. Only the speed and ac-
curacy of computer-engineering have
made HI-LITE 70 possible

: |

RCA exclusive PERMACHROME
SHADOW MASK: This most important
feature in tube design locks-in color
FIDELITY.

' - * | RCA's
e * et B I ADVAMNCED AFT
R 3 (Avtornatic
! . ' Fine Tuning):
I;-.--" J .f' . W
= ‘ ] Electronically Iocks
= ' in the BEST color

pcore  mor
Mvery channel.
It's tiddle- free.

VAR

NEW VISTA VHF & UHF Tuners: Select
the precise TV signal and then pull in
those brilliant life.llke pictures.

SOLID STATE 26500 Volt Chassis:
Generates extra power with utmost
dependability to get maximum benefit
from the HI-LITE 70 tube.
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RCA MARK 11A AND 11 COLOR TELEVISION 25

CONSOLES
(295 £q. In. Picture, 25 Rectanguiar Tube)

Solid State Color Demodulator dellvers more acCurate reproduct ion of what the camera
“sees’’ ~ fruer récomstitution of the broadcas! signal and colors all aoroas the spec.
rum.

Power Transformer gives an added level of rellabitity.

“Dark Heater'* Deslgn makes tubes oper ate cooler, [ast longer. _

Solld $iate Siilcon Rectifiers are cool-operating with a life expectancy many 1imes that
of tube rectifiers. :

5" Owal Duo-Cond Speakef gives the eHect of Pwo Speakers,

All-Range Tone Controllets you seiect the emphasis you want, from treble to bass.
Avtomatic tone-batancegives you tull bodied sound at iow volume.

Prices
ot S 00
As Low As W, T.
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