DAM BUILT by beavers on 22 Slderoad., near
Limehouse, has created a pond on the Black Creek.
Residents of the district say they have never known

1d Pepper q

I think I have mentioned in this column
before that as a wildlife observer I'd make a
good bird watcher. [ haven't the patience or
time necessary to stand still and watch
native wildlife haunt their own en.
vironment, excluding Saturda¥y nights in
Acton, of course.

Consequently, when a call came this
week from Mrs. Art Benton over Limechoise

way, about a beaver dam and beaverson 2

Sideroad, constructed by an active pair of
Canadian emblems, ] douted whether I was

the person to go over and inlerview Paddy
and his missus,

Un other missions into the Canadian bush
to calch the beaver at work on dam projects
I'd been completely frustrated by (1) the
absence of the beavers (2 my impatience
and 13) my suspicion that the ammal
lumberjacks were concealed somewhere
close by having a laugh at my expense.

However, when Mrs. Benton mentioned
these long-toothed pair of builders com-
structed this particular dam alongside the
road. | reasoned there could possibly be a

20 yéars ago

Taken [rom the 1ssuc of the Free Press
of Thursday, July 6. 1950

{The Free Press marked 1ts 75th an-
niversary with a special edition, reviewing
the history of the newspaper and the town
. The paper almost always had ecight pages
then, the special edition had 16 tablowd
pages )

Corp. Mason has assumed duties al the
Acton: Municipal Detachment of  the
Provincial- Police OUn council’'s request
Corp. Mason was returmed to take charge of
the local detachment after being iocated
here for a number of years wath the Halton
County Detachment He was recently moved
to Brantiohd o take up a post there

Rev. A, E Currey. formerly of Browns
Comers, commenced his duties as minister
of Acton United Church last Sunday.

. Aletter was read at the council meeting

from the Mayor of the Borough of Aclon,
England, extending congratulation on
Acton’s elevation to town status and saving
he was sending a desk stationary cabinet
suwiably inscribed which has been made by
the students of the local technical onllege

Rev. C. K. Gower, who has been pastor of
the Acton Baptist church for the past three
years, announced his resignation due to
failing health.

Sympathy of Acton friends goes to Mr.
and Mrs. W. J. Russell inee Jean Kennedy )
of Unienville in their bereavement when
their 18-year-old daughter Margaret
drowned at C.G.1.T. camp.

An Acton home was saddened when a
loving wife and mother Mrs. R. Spielvogel
passed away after a iengthy illness in her
{5th year.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free
Pressof Thursday, July 1, 1924,

The Free Press’ 46th anniversary! The
present editor, H. P. Moore has held the
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breakthrough for my career as a nature
writer and photographer. I'd seen the f{irst
rate pretures on slide and meovie that Wes
Fountain has taken around Acton. They'd be
difficult to match but T would settle for a
glimpse of these critturs at work.

S0 come Sundny night [ sel out alone with
the express object of (1) taking pictures of
the dam (2) observing the beavers at work
and 13} taking pictures af beavers at work.
My enthustasm for the preject was not
shared by my missus who dectared with a
shrug. that inferred she didn't give a dam
about beavers. So it was a loné expedition,
Just at dusk.

This pair eof woodcutters built the dam
just opposite Jock Roughlev's house and
while I looked the situation over earlier in
Ihe week, he advised me to come after 830
1 the ¢vemng. They start work then, he
squd, and the might shuft ends when day has
fully replaced dark  Obviously, there's no
beaver umoen

Was he able to abserve them at work? |
asked  Yes, was the reply, as long as he

chair for 41 years. (There were four pages
weekly for hive cents )

The second quiarterly review service of
the Methodist Sunday School was made the
occasion of the unveiling of a memoriat

_shn:Id In honor of the four members of the

schoul who made the supreme sacnifice in
the great war, Lance Corp Warren Brown,
Lance Corp. John 1. Moore, Corp. Roy Hurd
and Pte J. ). Burt. The shield was onveiled
by Mizs Fern Brown as Miss Lerna Ken-
medy, the orgamst of the school. playved
Ars A T Browo offered prayer Miss baly
Anderson and Mr  Ruthven McDonald of
Toronto sang The shield 1s the gult of Mr
and Mrs 3§ P Moure, and all four of the
boys were for years members of the schoul
during Mr Mouore's superintendency,

While cutting poles for a hay rack, Hidly
Cutting  was imprisened by roots  and
clinging earth of an overiurned tree and his
death was very hikely mstantancous His
horrified companions, Thos. Titus, Norman
DeForest and W. Peavoy of Ospringe wer
unable to relesse him. -

Young men' Please do not form lines on
both sides of Miull and Main St. and force
tadies 1o walk the gauntlet in passing They
don't hhke . They consider it rather
ungentemanly .

75 years ago

Taken from the iss ue of the Free
Press of Thursday, July 4, 1895,

The spire of . Joseph's church was
struck by lightning yesterd®sy, The boilt
struck on the south side a short distance
from the top. A few minutes elapsed before
there was any indication of fire. Smoke then
curled up the spire followed by a littie flame
which was alarmingly suggestive of
destruction, owing to its height. The fire bell
brought out the brigade and the hook and
ladder company soon had ladders placed

both inside and outside of the tower, Tt took
very little water to control the fire but it took
the courage of severat brave firemen to
reach a point high enough to work upon it. It
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beavers in the area before. An Acton trapper says
they may have come downstream from Acton where
he observed one last year.—(Staff Photo)

They'd louk the

shill.
sttaation over, swin around in cireles, and
resume work when they [iguced he meant no
harm.

staved perfectly

[ [dlowed his advice, parking the ear a
few yards down the road and soeaking up
wunencumbered by camera gear 1o the bridge
which overlooks the dam. There | stood
perfectly snll and made an assessment of
the situation.

There were no traces of heaver but a «
and recent evidenee that somcelthing was
certamly building that dam since ot had
backed the Black Creek up for quite a
distance. I peered mto the dami pond and
followed is course up the creck bed unti] my
eyves were Blurry. Stll no sign of [at-tailed
Chapes and his helpmate.

It was about thea that the first mosguito
landed on me, nusiaking me for Joe Hoss's
aurport, ‘oo doubl, since he was of con-
silerable size, 1 swattedd - and missed! Thas
wits he signal for hordes of the flying
stingers o descend Fasy meat, they mast

gUimniiiiecd on Page D)

wias indecd O narrow escape fur this fine
struclure

The 28th anniversary of the burth of the
Dominwen of Canada was celebrated on
Monday in a loval manner throughout the
Dommieon The only event here of a public
character was it league baseball match
between Acton and St Ann's  The lacrosse
team went e Milton Many of our citizens
left wwn o spend the day and scores of
restidents entertaned visitors

it 15 rumored that 5- 5. 4 YO
nurmied man. an emplovee of the buckskn
tannery here . eloped wath Miss [ & of
Hiwkwood, s wife's sister, on Domimunn
Day [1s supposed the erratie pnr went to
Gloversvalle, N Y i Note The full names
were iven i the Free Press of 1895
Hundreds of wheelmen rode through town
Salurday and Sunday to the big meet al
Waterloo i

A commercial traveller named EH
Greafell of Hamulion had stolen from hus
rmouth a $40 set of false leeth while asleepn
a tram runping to Listowel on Thursday
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Residents of Nassagaweya are
naturally more than a litle ap.
prehensive about thelr future with
the spectre of two acreage-hungry
developments Jlooking at the
township.

Ontario Hydro has planstorun a
grid line through the northern end
of the township but the exact route
of the transmission towers has not
yel been disclosed. The possible
route has been challenged as being
disruptive to the farming com-
munlty. Nassagaweya councit has
urged the line be moved iInto the
service corridor outlined in the
Toronto-Cenired Design for
Development,

The other, more menacing
possibility, Is the location of the
new international |et airport In
Nassagaweya. |t Is belleved the
Department of Transport has
pinpointed Nassagaweya as one of
four possible sites. it would envelop
almost the entire township If the
Department decides it Is the most
logical spot. .

Councillor Allan Ackman Is
convinced Nassagaweya Is the site
favored by the government, He
sees a growing similarity between

4 Strong case .,

With the imminence of reglonal
government, it could be seriously
debated whether Acton should
make application to -annex 1,000
acres of Esquesing townshlp,

What’s the sense of grabbing
extra land when the whole parcel
couvld become part of one region,
without any expense to the town?

On the surface, there seems to
be no real reason to not walt for
regional government, Cost to the
town will be about $5,000 to acquire
land.

On the other hand there are
many reasons for the move, when
you relate experiences of the past
to the present.

The only way the town can
cantrol development on its borders
i5 by achieving actual control.
Since Acton is one of the areas
mentioned in the Toronto-Centred

am ~“Design for Development plan as

{me of the last, and one of the few
trachtional Canadian bolidays is under at-
tack by the termites who want to turn every
holtday into a holiday weekend.

The prand old 24th of May, with scorched
fingers and the pungent stink  of
lirecrackers, has been whittled inle just
another Monday hohday. They 're chipping
away at Hemembrance Day

And the only day of truly national
Capadinn importance, celebrating the birth
af our nation, 1s due to go under to the

© pressures of commercialism. Hardly

anybody calls ¢ Donunten Day and more,
and some industries and business [irms
Simply gnere it

When | was an urchin, it was an im-
pressive hoabday, There were hands and
haseball games, parades and panaply, and
mternunable speeches about our greal
[ymmon, the Fathers of Confederation,
bes with Empire, and what a great guy the
Mavor was

[t meant that schoal was really over,
last, that the endless glonous summer had
nadly beguen [T was a strong punctuation
mark i the year

I vou had & cottape, i meant your dad

Sugar and Spice

Township apprehensive .

the surveys taken there and those
taken in Quebec before the site
north of Montreal was selected. He
predicts the alrport would stretch
from Highway 401 in the south o
Highway 7 in the north and from
Highway 25 In the east to Highway
6 in the west. The area enclosed

wovid be roughly similar fo that of
the new [etport site in Quebec.

There is significant evidence

that the township is being con.
sldered as a slte to land the new

jumbeo |etfs, although there s

simllar dismay In other parts of the

province concerned it could happen
in their area. : .
Final selection of the site has
been left to iate summer and it is
expecied an announcement wil) bd
forthcoming In the early fall.
Meanwhlle the residents of
Nassagaweya — some of whom
have roots In the fownship which go
back well over 100 years—and
others who have bullt modern

- homes on quiet country acreages—

are becoming Increasingly alar-
med that thelr heritage and

adopted part of the country,
respectively,
from them in the name of progress.

will be wrenched

being chosen for {Imited
development, It Is conceivable tand
on the town’s borders wlll be
bought by speculators interested In
earning a buck since townshlp
development is frozen.

tf evidence is needed that the
Ontario government infends to
stand behind Design for
Development It was supplied by
events in MNassagaweya township
the past few weeks. Proposals for
subdivisions at- Moffat and Eden
Miils have been discouraged by the
Department of Municipal Affalrs
with comments that they should be
considered in the light of the
development plan proposed by the
province. Design for Development
indicated only certain wurban
centres would be allowed growth.

This corrobaorates Mayor Les
Duby’s stand that annexation of
land by Acton will achieve some

by _‘bi“ smiley

had a day off 1o drive the family there, get
them settled. get the boat out. 1t was often
an allday job for the old man, with an
average of aboul three flat tires en route.

If you didn't have a cottage, and most

diddn’t, you went te the ball game, or swam
in the river, or went fishing, or had a family
picruc. If you had a car. Many didn’t.

Those were peaceful days in the small
towns. There was no frantic scramble [or
the tourist dollar because there were few
tourists. Summer was a time 1o take it easy
The days were hot and long. The evenings

were full of hot smells and childdren’s voices, -

and parents rocking on the front porch
Lemonade or an ice ecream cone lopped off
the day, which seemed 66 hours of enjoying
H

What a change tn those (comparatively)
f[ew vears Today. with good roads, o car in
every garage, and a restless populace,
summer begins back around Easter, with
thousands thronging the highways to get

somewhere 1

I'm not complaming, or Irying to hald up
progress, whatever that 1. Just feeling a it
nastalgic about the leisurely pace of those
days, and wondering why we're rushing
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rom the past

It 1t |s feasible for the hydro line
to take the service corridor rather
than cutting across fownship’s,
farms it would be senseless to allow
it. Design for development has
placed the township In an
agricultural, conservation and
recreation area with growth
restricted to existing communities.
it would be a departure from the
plan’'s goals to allow the rural
character of the area to be spolled
by the presence of the huge towers,

But, of course, the Hydro line
problem is Insignificant compared
to the disruptions a new jetport
would cause. The Immediate area
waovld be flooded with up to 120,000

people. Public and private In-
vestment will likely exceed $3
billion,

Some residents, no doubt, are
praying the hydro line will go
through. If Hydro receives per-.
mission to go ahead then |t
amounts to vi-tual assurance the
airport wlll locate elsewheras.

Most people in the township
would tikely prefer both
developments locate elsewhere.

measure of control over the price
of land on the fown’s borders.
There are developers there eager
to get started on several projects.
If they become disenchanted with a
long wait, they In turn pass
holdings onto someone else for a
higher price!

Land could be passed around
several times before it is developed

with the final price well above the
tnitial money paid.

A higher price for land im-
mediately reflects in a higher price
for the houses and anything else
developed on the property.

Houses being built in this area
are already well beyond the
pocketbooks of most people.

Specutators could widen the gap
mare,

There is a strong case for Im-

mediate application for land an.
nexation.

wround like nuts, today. But 1 can tell you
ancilung. The clipclopof a horse and buggy.
un i solt summer evening was a lot lovelier
thran the squeal of tres and the bellow of
metor-kes,

This summer, I'm in a bit of a dilemma.
I'd half planned to go to England and
Scotland, and just mosey around looking up
soime old pubs, old cathedrals and old glrl
(riends,

But my wife 19n't keen. She's not much
for pubs, considers one old cathedral much
like anolher, and would probably come to
verhil blows with the old yirl friends.

To chnch the latter, both our student
offspring are amang the vast army of the
unemployed At least, Hugh hasn't a job,
Last report, Kim had one, aa she explained
when she called to borrow money on the
strength of her job, but 1t was handling food,
and she’s heen kpocking over glasses of milk
and drupping cups since she was one, 80 we
Ligure she's been Nired,

But there’s o beauttful alternative to the
overseas irip. In a letter to weekly editors, [
suggested | meght hire a trailer this sum-
mer. ‘The response was overwhelming,
though | wasn't fishing for invitations, just
wiarning them, so that they could get out of
town, .

Alberta steaks. Nova Scotia sea-food and
rum, tuni fistung of f beautiful [sle Madame,
Cape Hreton. And a dozen others, offering
everything from accommodations to
hbations Can’t you see me with a aix-
hundred-pound tuna on the other end of a
lime?

Hope we can make some of them . [ may
Just be the best summer yet, deapite the fact
that they're tinkering around with The First
uf July

THOMAS TAYLOR, the teacher, posed with his
class and his bicycle at Peacock school,
one of the best teachers there ever was,’”” claims

“"He was

R Mrs. R. L. Davidson, who's second from the right in
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- MacArthur (Griffiln) Erin, Kate Sanders,
Thompson (Leslie) Erin, Maggle McArthur
{ Davidson) Acton, Florence Armstrong.

the front row, as Maggie McArthur. Back row lef
to right, Howard McArthur, Lestle Thompson, John
Near, John CQCollins, Garfield Berry, Bob Arm.
strong, Jim Ismond, Dave Sinclair: second row
Clayton Beswick now living in Hamilton; Kate
saunders, Lizzie Ismond, Tress McArthur (Keeler)
now of Erin;: Ada Near, Mary Acklt, Mabel Hilts,
Pearl| Hilts; three small boys In the centre, Will
Erin;
Ciayton Near, then Harry Swindlehurst; Clayton
row Leonard Harding,
chment, Will Webster, WIll Collins, Charlle Gar-
diner, Will Near, Detrolt; — Hilts, Martin Near;
Donald McLean, R. R. 2, Acton; front row Rosella

Lloyd Marchment, Hornby;

Harry Mar.

Edna




