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Respected and esteemed . . .

Students at Acton district high
school showed their esteem and
respect for retiring principal Ted
Hansen at the final assembly of the
school Thursday morning,

Mr, Hansen resigned as principal
after 16 years as head of the school
which has grown from a staff of five
teachers in the old stone school toa
modern cducation plant with 20
teachers,

Student council president Carol
Patterson summed up Mr. Hansen's
career very well when she said he had
accomplished many things in a quict,
unassuming way. He has served in
the Acton school system for 23 years
under four school boards, He joined
the system in September, 1947,
hired by the Acton public school
board, which in turn was replaced by
the now defunct North  Halton
board. -

The North Halton, board, n its
turn, was sphif up into three separate
bodies in Acton, Milton and
Georgetown  as  cducation  policies
changed. Then, in 1969, they were

dissolved to make way for the -

present  Halton county Board of
Education.

Mr. Hansen's decision to retire as
prncipal and go back to teaching
was dictated by personal
considerations, The job as principal
in a high school is demanding at all
times but in the last few vears has
assumed ecven more  rigorous

Jdemands on tine and talents,
During Mr. Hunsen's
principalship, he has faced some of
the most  difficnlt and  unsettled
years in the history of education in
the provinee.  The old education
phitosophy where school mueant at
least five hours of work at @ desk
with books and exercises, has given
way to-new methods ol doing things
and  numerous  field  trips where
theories are replaced by a lirst hand

“observation of subjects,

The nose-to-the-grindstone
approach  which  characterized  the
successful student ol the past, has
been replaced by o system which
demands more of both stadent and
teacher, 1t was typical of Mr, Hansen
that he met the changing face of

education quietly with an ar nl"1

confidence that gained him many
friendships both with students and
staff over the years,

The Acton system is going (o be
poorer withou' Ted Hansen's
presence but we are glad he has
decided to stay with teaching even
though it is in Milton rather than
Acton.

Ted Hansen  has
important
community which can't be measured
by the vardsticks usually assoctated
with success. We wish him many
more years in a profession which has
become more important  as  the
century unfolds.

made  an

Delegations galore . . .

~ When politicians  speak  aboui
grass roots and talking with the
people, we suspect many of them are
merely mouthing platitudes.

But there are those who know
what they are talking about and have
first hand knowledge of dealing-with
people. | ;

The best examples of
participatory democracy we've ever
observed are the sessions  of
Esquesing Council. People in
Esquesmmpg do not hesitate 1o
approach the townshup council at
regular meetinps with complaints. As
a matter of fuct, evervone from the
reeve down persuades them 1o come
out and make their complaints to the
entire council. |

So i1 is not unusuul to see the
council chambers at the township
vifices filled to overflowing with
delvpations. There are few regular
meeting mights when  there 1sn't
someone  there as part of 4
delepation. spokesmen. an individual,
an observer, or with some scheme
they want the council to approve.

They were practicing
partizipatory democracy in
Esquesing before Mr. Trudeau and
the Ontanio government either
thought of or conceived it

It's true that sometimes the
council must spend almost an entire
meeting  deabling with  delegations.
Sometimes it 18 frustrating dealing
with people who come as special
interest groups. On other occasions
council solves problems  with
amazing rapidity when all
heads - council and deleg ation--are
put together,

Another feature of the meetings
is the unfailing old-fashioned
courtesy  delegations receive when
they arrive at the time to state their
case, .
1t must be difficult on occasions
when councillors realize they are

pojng "to receive some abuse. But

their readiness to come to grips with
reafifies and to exchange dialogue
with the people who elect them to
office. wins them the respect of the
majonity of delegations.

There are those who go away
unsatified where answers must be a
struight yes or no, but these are
exceptions rather than the rule,

[t 15 not
councillors in  Esquesing have a
reputation for being astute. Councils
from all over the province could take
a leal out of the Esquesing book
when it comes to public relations,

Off the cuff ..

Women: Latest thing in men's
clothing.
" E ]
Expert: One called in at the last
minuie to share the blame,
* » L
woman s
of mediocrity -

Success  with a
penerally  a sign
~Flaubert

. * »

You can always tell a fool, but
chances are he won’t know what
you're talking about,

contributton (o this .

surprising  that
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LU THE BOY BCOUT CONFERENCE AT ACTON-—-MARCH 22 AND 23, 1929 _1

HOUSECLEANING IN his newspaper plant, the editor of the Fergus News-Record, Jim
Couper, found this old picture and sent it along to the Free Press. The phaotograph af the
Boy Scout Conference at Acton on March 22 and 23
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Thete's  something  basically  piggish
about man, :

e wanis to gel his spout into that
trough, and devil take the runt who can’t
wiggle his bum in there. because the
tandscape in front ol him is ane of solid
bums, harder to break through than a

cement wall,

When you look at the size of Canada,
and then at the pupulation Bgures, it's
difficult to believe thys Canadians fecl they
can’t get at the traugh, that many of them
feel tike the runt of the litter. Yel
thousands do.

Many of them feel, as the old s
expression has i1, that “they’re sucking the
hind e, T is a short, bat pertectly
decent, synonynt for teat. The hind oue is
the vne the runt gets, it he gets any.,

This s rather a lang-winded prelude to
my major proposition: That thousands of
city=dwellers are desperate to get away
from it all, out ol the smog and the
conerete  canyons, into the wild green
yonder,

For practical reasons, they must, in
most cases, live in the city, or exist there.
That's where they make a hving, where
their children will have the best schools,
where their friends are. But they don’t like
it,

Obvious seolution: Buy a1 summer
coltage. Many do.

But even there, one does notl escape
from the throngs, the cramped feeling.
Cottages are, musinly, stuck cheek by jowl,
Boats and motoreyeles m
snowniobiles in winter, pollute the sir with
stink and noise. Added hazards il winter
are the roof breaking in under snow, and
local hoodlums breaking in under booze,

Also, for many, the cost of 1 waterlront
lot and cottage are simply outl ot rcach,
Have you tnied to pick up a nicely-tieced,
sand-beach water lot lately? Figure on $50
a foot for anything decent, Add 2 cottage,
drell a well, pay taxes and upkeep, and you
have to be pretty wetl-hecled even to
consider it,

Accordingly, many city denizens of
snudest means are buying a chunk of land
right in the countey, anything from 10 to
50 acres, In some areas withan a couple of
hours' drive, one can still buy “land" for
$50 an acre. Thus, instead of socking
$5,000 into a 100-foot water lot, you can
have your own ten-acre empire for $500.

European imsmigrants are parlicularly
interested i such Jand, bedause they didn't

summer,

. 1829, is in a presentation folder

FLOWER POWER

In this swinging age, swinging
words have worked themselves into
many areas—automobiles, colors,
haute couture and so on. Now,
according to the Wall Street Journal,
flowers are the latest to succumb to
the trend.

The latest garden catabogs featuse
sceds whose names reflect the times.
One company, for example,

" advertises a new petunia called Sweet

Bippy and an impatiens called
A-Go-Go. Buyers can get marigolds
called Groovy and Tiger, while ane
variety of sweet alyssum is called
(appropriately?) Tiny Tim.

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley
WS

have a hope of buying an acre st home,
unless wealihy.

This lund is usually sub-margmal, or
worse, But there seems 1o be a basic
instinet to own some land, even though it
won't prow anything but  rocks and
Christmas trees, Just to be able 1o pace
around and say: “This is mine, Nobody can
toke # away from me.” And the sheer
delight of posting “No Trespassing™ signs
around your domain!

A man's home used to be his castle.
Now it's his prison. But he can have an
estate in the country.

It's an ideal set-up for a mun with a
young {amily. Preferably he should be
handy with tools, He can buy his chunk of

junk and spend a couple of years just going™

up on weekends and vacations, teniing and
clearing a hole in the scrub brush tor his

“shack.

And if he's smart, it will be, at first, just
that -+ a3 shack. Never mind the three
bedrooms, Bang in some bunks, Never
mind the big stone fireplace, Get a good
wood stove,

Over the years, he can add to the place,

until, eventually, he will have a snug’

retirement hame, No traffic problems, No
petlution, No punks. No people. Small tax
bills. A place to putter, to meditate,

Sounds silly? Maybe, But with the new
leisure age crecping upon us, it makes more
winse than taking on 3 huge morigage at 10
per cent, which will be paid off eight years
after you die.

Ideally, the property would have a small
streamy loaded with fat wrout, a deer run,
huge patches of wild berries. Realistically,
it will be impossible to et water when you
drill your well, the land will be infested by
rattlesnakes or rodents, and smothered in
nettles and poison vak. But we can't have
every thing.

I'm tempted mysell, Any chuckling,
gleamingeyed farmer want to get nd of 50
acres of rock and swamp for $10 an acee?
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Fhow noseageapeer bgadtin an Dhas ipany sldes,
Beervie thnen 1Us dhterandlang. A adhier B
o b nenen pleaemd when  thepe e
Fane Batie dee ablend whin e ar toste
i fiegalile Qe e poarialibe

WHaiwely vy u wervk pr h{v wlwrn there
sl oan Ivitgttion o st gm0 reent ag
el Dol opcritip Phoree"s waually o tynedy or
wooihiter, amd swanetires  efreshinents,
while by s thie polile way 16 teles 10 booer

Al wrell and el We nesan beoinds afe
atannd Tar Just that et of Huang B
sutietipnr s there uee aeprols nl the story
whichy seves pet printed,

Take tlin spring when they  apened
Acton’s heve watet polfution contrnd plant
A el plant which deew a0 bt o praise
Proan polhid o ewpierty

Hut the albwial opeomg qust bagipenared
tr conpciile with iy wate's basthday® Sha,
hl‘mp; aowntunetlal wat expecied vee tmgh
(st o sommethung unoasiesl taoelehrate

We dhid,

Wa attended the elbical opeting of the
witter potlution conteal plant € auldn’t pet
seunethsng o altered mach imore wronssl
than that, could yon?

Hewever, it didn'’t evake the ammount of
enthusnassn | expedied.

Ity mere comndence the gleamming tew
plant s located besde the town durap, Doy
ane of the cleanest dupy you evey Lad
eyes o, But as lar oy my better half
concermned it o a dump and the water
peflution control plant s a wwage plant,

S when friends and relations ask what
she did on her birthday, she replies:

“I wias down i the dumps neaely all
day . il 1 happen to be arcund she throws
a look which pinpoints me as the culprit
responsible.

I was hoping she would overlook the
dump like residents an Churchill Rd. But
she prefers 1o remember exactly where it
15, even though samitary  land HIl has

Jfree Press

20 years ago

Taken fram the ssue of the Free Press,
Thursday, June 15, 19540,

The community was shocked to leam of
the sudden death of the Very Rev, A C,
Stewart, a beloved minister of Knox
church for nine yeuars and Moderator of the
Presbyterian church. He was a man who
had gone to the top of s high calling in
the ministry, He came to Acton in 1921, It

. was during his ministry the choir room was

buitt and the pipe organ instalted, He was
Scoutmaster and a leader among the young
people, Funcral service was in Midland.
Interment was in Fairview cemetery and
seldom do so many gather as were present
lust evening to pay tribute to Dr. Stewart.

Sewer construction work has now hat
the main section of the town,

Work bas begun on the sewage disposal
ptant and the road into it is reached from
the Thisd Line.

Micro Plastics new addition is getting
inlo Vperation nuw,

On Satarday the Victonia Mission Band
of Knox church observed its  50th
anniversary with 2 tea in the school room
and a party for the children. The first
leader was Mis. C. §. Snuth and enly
meetings were often held m hey home. Two
of the charter members were present, Mrs.
E. J. Hassard and Miss Ruby Clurk. Mrs. F.
8. Blow and Mrs. R, 1. Armstrong poured
tea and the gids from the Explorer group
served at the tables, Miss Betty Smclau
played a piano solo. ;

The Ruotary club has statted a fund for
the Manitoba Flood Reliel.

The regular meeting of Acton Jumor
Farmers and Junior Institute was held at
the home ol Mr, and Mrs. Ralph McKeown.
During the social time games were won by:
life aver contest Ray Everdell's team; baby
bottle contest Lawrence Hemsley, cake
cating contest Keith Black; blindfolded
boxing, a draw by lrene Semanyk and
Andy Johnson,

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, Jupe 24, 1920,

Acton Soldiers’ Memorial Home had a
gay appearance on Saturday evening and
the pretty lawn was like fairyland with the
mynads of colored electric lights. The
official opening by Gen. Sir Sam Hughes
was attended by a great throng of citizens
and people from the surrounding country.
The Salvation Army Band of Guelph gave a
delightful concert, At eight o'clock the
president of the Great War Veterans
Association, Mr. Allan Smith ascended the
dais accompanied by the Hon, David
Henderson, Gen. Sir Sam Hughes, Dr.
Anderson M.P,, Rev, Moyer, Rev. Maunsell,
Rey, Father Goodrow, Rev, Findlay, Reeve

tratislarrynedd it From o unsightly mess 10 2
medlel dump, One new resident was so
hnguessed with oar town dump he said it
influenced hirm to maove bere,

"I Bpured,” he said seriousdly, “that if
thiv tuwn could operate a dump like thot
tiey've pot something on the ball. What
better place could | get for my garbage?”

That wat o point  hadn't thought about
bitt § maade g mental note to tell cletk Joe
Hirest im0 case he wanted to mclude a
Im_tmr aweh write up o the next town
irchurs . Althouph it duoes  seem
garatiemahle, doesy’t o?

I guew o alepende an how you were
bresiplet up

When we were kv the town dump was
A veal attee bon. There were ticasures there
nnl avalable angwhere else in tawn. There
wetr rats- o kg at cats that affered
trenpbing Larpets for catopuits,

We ulten gaohered up all the vatuables
wr could at the dump and tmdged home
witls ther, cnly s be told in easily
underatord languaye  ta “cart the stuff
bhack azan.'” There were such valuables ay
broken  dells,  cdd-shaped  stevepipes,
braken plass that just reeded o hirde 2lug
bits oo {eather, cldd showms, varvan athicles nf
clathung, old battles and hin cant of every

Cshape and sze,

Then to gemand ot the diplay thers wn
4l artima which here re peempblances o
any uther cddor m town. Apperently wme
of the arnma had wlue on v and stuck 1o
out cdathes becauwe even whan we didn 't
bring back wrne treaswirs | can remmembee
tny mother  fling  wpoouily  and
ying '

“You've been down to the dump. Get
i and bave @ bath "

The circle’s complete, It n’t a matier
of a bath now. 1t"s g matter of changing my
wife's attitude sbout dumps.

Has anyone seert that book: “Dumpt
can be beautiful.”

back |
IsSssues

Barber, Councillor Arnold and sccretary
Turley ol the Toronte G.W.V.A. President
Smith said he knew of no G.W.V.A. which
has accomplished as much as Acton and
the Soldiers’ Home which was officially
opened is nul for veterans alone but for the
community. (The Home is now the
Rumley-Shoemaker funeral home).
Winston Grace was accidentslly killed at
Penetanguishene  while working with o

- Hydro crew. He was 20 years ol gge. By

sume means he came m contact with the
electrie wire and his  death was
instantancous. His funeeal here last Friday
wils largely attended.

The first annual garden party and dance
given by the ntanager of-Blue Spring park is
tonight,

Mrs. W. Coles and Eenie returned home
from England after six months’ visit in the
Old Country.

Mrs, John Allan's new brick residence
o Lake Ave. is completed. Mr. John
McArthur has a new brick house under
construction on Lake Ave,

/5 years ago

Taken from ihe issue of the Free Press,
Thursday, June 13, EB9S,

An event of interest this week in
Parliament was the presenttation ol My,
Davin's bul granung the franchise to
wamen. It was deleated by a vote of 105
tv 47, There is well grounded belief that
the women do  not  desite  political
enfranchisement, Certainly there was no
display ol interegt n the motion or its fate,

For several veurs in succession the home
and  grounds of Councillor Stalker of
Esquesing have been upened for garden
pattics under the auspices of Knox church.
The one held Wednesday cvening was
lacgely attended und must enjoyable and an
excellent program of music was rendered
by the chuoir.

Esquesing 1ownship schools  receive
$483 as the governmuent grant this year.

Advertisement - | was tortured for 30
years, my Ongers and hands twisted out of
shape with Rheumatism. , . With Williamys’
pink pills 1 am a new man,

The sad news of the death of Mrs,
Thomas Taylor, of Guelph, daughter of Mr,
David Welliamson, reached Acton Monday
morning. The remains were brought {o
Acton Tuesday and interred in Fairview
cemetery, General sympathy is extended to
the bereaved husband and parents. {(The
death notice records her ape as 19 years, 8
months, 11 days. Not referred to in the
obituary was an item in .the “Bom™
column -~ In Guelph, on Sunday, 2ad
$une, the wife of Thomas Taylot, of a son.)

Other deaths — John Black of Eramosa,
i year and four months; Joseph Chisholm,
formerly of Acton, 40.

~ The streets and walks committeo fa
turnpiking some of the sids streets,




