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SECOND SECTION

Heated debate
in
Nassagaweya

A HYDRO RIGHT-0OF-WAY across Nassagaweya drew opposition
from Nassapaweya Planning Boeard and ratepayers during 2 meeting
of the Board Wednesday. The broken line in the map indicates
approximately the Hydra's proposal for the 140 mile line which will
cross 156 municipalities, 1t will link generating stations at Pickering
and Nanticoke, The dotted line indicates the route the Planning
Board proposed following lot and concessian lines,

Thlnk of all the‘

cool things

about a
frostfree
refrigerator
freezer.

Every housewife should have one,
Frost never forms. Not in the big
refrigeralor section. Not in the big
freezer seclion. So there's no
defrosting. Ever. And you know
‘what that means.

No more dripping water to mop up.
Na more waiting for frost to melt,
Your ice cube trays won'l stick
any more. No more re-freezing
frozen foods. ‘

You'll have more starage space,
because you'll be free of all
trost accumulation,

And your frozen foods won't
stick together.

Think about it.

Think of all the extra space you’ll
have for stocking up on food bargains.

And besides all that, think how
much more attractive your kitchen
will look wilh a sleek new

frost-free refrigerator freezer.

NOW is the time to buy,
See your 1, =gl appliance
dealsr today.
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The Acton

Hydro-Electric Commission
43 ALICE ST., ACTON
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Nassagaweya Planning Board
continued its opposition to the
proposed route for a 740 foot
right of way angling across the
township in a meeting with
representatives of Ontario Hydro
Wednesday. They recommended
to Council that a brief be
prepared for Ontario Hydro and
a deputation present it to the
Ontario Hydro  Commission
when they discuss the matter.

About 50 ratepayers jammed
into  the municipal offices at
Brookville to underline local
concern about the project,

The DBoard had  prepared
studies on  the effect of the
angled route and pioposed 1]
alternates. One alternate
investigated hy Ontario Tydro
ran from the western township
boundary between lats 23 and
24 and north in the middle of
the fourth concession, following
the fabric of the township,

Ontario Hydro representative
K. Miller of the property branch
told members the alternate route
would add 31,000.000 to the
cosl ol the project. tle also
noted the Board’s route would
alfect 40 owners compared with
the proposed route’s 26. The
Board’s route- would also add
one ind a half miles more fength
to the line and involve angles at
the west entrance to  the
tawnship, at the turn north and
in the castern turn.

Mr. Miller disputed Chairman
Goardon  Agnew's  claim  the
Hydro route would affect 944
buildings compared with the
township’s route of four
buildings. He said the proposed
route would require removal of
three houses and now one new
house under construction and a
concrele building owned by the
Electrical Historical Association,

Chairman Agnew noted the
Hydro route took 18,000 feet of
frontage compared with a loss of
only 8,000 in the route
proposed by the township. Mr,
Miller noted the Hydro pays
equivalent taxes on its holdings,
ut commiercial rates plus 60 per
cent business tax.

The proposed route crossing
the township is 140 miles long
reaching from the steam
generating plant at Nanticoke to
the nuclear plant at Pickering. It
passes through 16 municipalitics
and attempts to avoid developed
propestics, Mr. Mitler noted zig

28 Were expensive in iryving to

align  the rowie with property
lines.

Mr. Milicr acknowledged the
removal  of four houses  was

required but in some cases the
route would be “brushing pretty
close™ to some structures, He
satd Hydro would discuss with
those owners whether  they
wanled to sell out in total or sell
the minimuam and continue to
live with the line,

He also indicated Hydro
furesters would study the route
when it is established to remove
as little tree cover as possible,
Spraying practises of Ontarip
Hydro are currently being
reviewed in the hight of recent
announcements, he explained,

Opposing the plan to
traingulate properties, Reeve A,
MacArthur asked how many
townships would “be decimated
like Nassagaweya and Puslinch™

Discounting  the  decimmation,
Mr. Miller said the line was not
following the fabtic of the
township it six of the 16
municipalities crossed,

Pat Redprave spoke of the
Planning  Board's attempt  to
preserve the seenic beauty of the
township. “H we can conceal the
fine at s to the better.”

Councillor  Allan  Ackmun
denounced the Hydro route and
maintained the farge map used
didn't reflect ather jobs which
had been provided for in the
mare  detailed route. He
degraded the “Meccano-sel
towers,”  which  the Hydro
proposed for the township and
warned of dangers from such a
high voltage line, He noted the
750 foor swath wonld nltimately
contain five sets of towers “near
houses in the lightning-prone
area™. He denounced the line
being put in a beawtiful area and
within 2,000 feet of Eden Mills
which would stifle its
development,

The counciller also noted the
Planning Board doesn't allow
separations of irregularly shaped
parcels but the proposed angled
route would creatc many of
them. He arpued the million
dollar price increase projected
for the longer line proposcd by

the board would not be realistic’

when measured against  the
damage to other properties by
the triangulated route.

“If that’s the kind of
presentatten  you're going to
make to your superjors it's not
going to be honest™, he declared,

Councillor Ackman garnered
the only applause of the evening
for his denunciation of the plan,
from the 50 ratepayers filling
the available chairs, and lining
the walls into the hall of the
township offices,

WE REPEAT

Alternate branch expensive
Hydro tells planning board

Ted Wadge of the enpincering
branch of the Omario Hydro
discounted the lightning hazard
mentioned by Councillor
Ackman and in  heated
exchanges with the councillor
charged  him  with  inaceurate
statements,

At the  supgestion of the
ratepayers and apreement of the
Ontarivo Hydro officials,
Chairman Agnew agreed to allow
(uestions from the audience,

The prablems of rumors and
s few facts troubled Mrs.
Wilkinson and  Mr.  Miller
explained  the Hydeo problem
wias  to consider  with  the
Planning  Board  whether  aay
development was consideted in
the route proposed and then to
discuss with the peaple mmlvud
He supgested it was really
problemm of who 1o .l.[‘I]'!-II_‘r.Jf_‘|
first,

It was predicted construction
would kegin in 1973 and every
cffort would be made 1o
purchase property for the right
of way by negotiation. As the
deadline  for  construction
approsched it might be
necessary to exproprinte,

The possibilities of
underground construction were
described by Mr. Wudge as being
not tc.mhlt.- at  this time. He
noted the size of the line and ity
capabulity could not be handled
it nderground instaltation. He
said these are short fengths of
230 KVA i sesvice but the line
praposed is 500.

Questioned about  its
consideration of those making
their living from the land, Mr.
Miller noted the fand on the
right-of-way is generally Jeased
back to a farmer and continues
in agricultural use.

Leanard Chandler ¢harged the
Hydro  offigials a5 being “a
couple of con men™, e asked
how adjucent land awners would
be compensated,

Mr. Miller dismissed the "con
men” relerence and suggested
Hydro would not compensate
owners who property was not
affected by the line, He outlined
expropristion procedure for Mr.
Chandler,

One ratepayer asked the Board
to Keep citizens involved. Mr.
Agenw noted all meetings were
open and the Champion and
Free Press had been covering the
meetings for the past six weeks.
{This paper first carried storics
on  the hydro-right-of-way  on
January 7, 1970.) ‘

BY POPULAR DEMAND

SORRY WE COULDN'T ACCOMMODATE ALL THE CUSTOMERS
DURING THIS SPECIAL OFFER LAST MONTH

Front End
ALIGNMENT |

{(Includes Packing Front
Wheel

Ball Joints, Tie Rod Ends,

Gives You Easler Stearing
Greater Safety & Tire Savings

SPECIAL

Bearings, Check

Steering)

$7 .99

Most Makes of Cars

BALANC' NG Per Wheel

(Static & Dynamic)
SAVE WEAR and TEAR ON TIRES

HEADLIGHT AIMING sr=~ $2.99

SHOP IN TOWN

AND SAVE

GRANT'S MOTORS

252 Queen St.

ACTON

853-2930

Acton graduate involved
unique University project

Curious Sunday drivers have
heen asking what is going on in
the north-cast commer of the
University of Guelph campus,
Structures resembling forestry
fire towers stand on the corner
of College and Victoria Road,

Believe it or not the towers are
observation  platforms  for a
growndhog survey.

Three men, e of them
Murray Smisth Jr., an Acton man
who is working towards an M. Sc.
thesis «tm whether groundhogs
have territories, are_stadying the
animals for mote understanding
and what they hope may he
eventunal contral of  the
increasingly troublesome
creature, '

The 22 acre field has an
abnormally  high  groundhag
pupulation of three per acre.
Animals are trapped, checked
over, muatked individuslly and
Ireed. Then, feon the 25 Toot
ohservition towers, their
behavior and social conduet is
being watched.

Groundhogs have always been
considered u pest because ol the
holes  they  dig which  ecauose
injury tu livestock amd Lluinup::
lo farm machinery, Moreover,
they reduce yields by u:uting
Farm and  garden crops  and
recently  fhey have begun  to
.HHLL apple vrchards by girdling
Tnp,-: tiees,

“One apple grower i the
Collingwond srea reports he has
been victwlly knocked out of
business by these animals,™ says
Professor R L. Watker of the
Department of Zoology who s
canduecting the research projeet,

Grid - stakes  set out  Just
supmer  enable  ohservers (o
record  the  spot where  cach
pgroundhog  is  seen.  This
information  helps  determine
whether  the animal has  a
definite territory on which uther
proundhogs will not encrosch, as
humans und wolves do.

Trapping  and  marking  the
anumals also began [ast sumuner.
Each  groundhiog  cnters  the
box-shiaped  wire  mesh  frap
cither 1o get the apple bait or
out of curiosity. The fur is
marked with a caded wumber
which can later be seen from the
towers, One of the claws is also
clipped. The number disappeurs
when the groundhog sheds its
fur in a year’s time but the
clipped claw remains and is used
for later identification.

Main task during the two
summers during which the study
will continue will he watching
the anemads, A schedule has been

arranged so that over a 10 day -

perind every dayhght hour of
every day of the week will have
heen  covered at least  three
tirses,

The work falls on Arnold
Boer, o Ph D, candidate who is
studying apgressive belavior in
groundhogs, Murray Smath, and
Glen Pugh, o Guelph graduate
who is serving for the sumsner as
a research assistant, They spend
up 1o 51X hours 4 day observing
and trapping the animals, “No
one watches for more than three
hours at a  streteh,”™  says
Professor Walker, “because aftes

nat s uh:u:rva!mn capabilities
lap.™

"l.

1.4 S
'-‘h +¥ f"-‘

PR - o

ALY JLH Rk

MURRAY SMITH, left, weighs a trapped groundhog while it is

recorded  at the

qroundhaog

range at the University of

Guelph. - (Photo Audio Visual U. of G.)

“On some days, cars pull up
aong the road o [IHI pLupIL
cim wateh the groundhops™, he
says. “One ol the Pirst warm
weekends this spring, ahout 45
proundhogs  were ant i the
ield. The cars on the road were
practically bumiping mto each
uther, as peaple slowed down to
e,

The gronndhog is in several
ways distinetively  North
American, Both the species and
the pame are apparently peculine
to  this  continent, although
marmats of a similar type are
found in other parts of the
world. A common name for the
groundhog that of
woodchuck onpinated with the
Indians. The Opbway name was
“otehig” or “wuchak." White
settlers corrupted the pame to
woodchuck,

In the  Guelph  area,  the
groundhog docs not come forth
unte the end ol February. Then,

with-_the first warm days, all -

heek breaks Joose!

The males spend whote days
running  about  Jooking  for
temales, When  they  are
successful,  there s a brief
courtshup ritwal above ground,
followed hy & more  private
ceremony in d burrow below,

Groundhogs are both

polygamous and promiscuous,

Law of the jungle seems to he
the order of sprng  days.
Groundhogs are very apgressive
st thus tune of year, When they
fight, they go a1 i1 hammer and
tong, so that much Blood is spill
on the feld of bartle. Veterans
are often heavily scarred from

Cproundhops than any  of

Past Engagementds,

Human  beings, although
remarkuble for  their  peaceful
and orderly lives, do on vccasion
show simitar traits. For instance,
this spring at around the time
wniversily  exams  cnded, one
species pulled up 200 of the prid
stakes  and  scattered  them
around the field, then attempted
o set fire to ane of the towers,

Female groundhogs are gentler
in their life styles. They retire to
their hutrows in late spring and
give birth, aller a moanth-long
gestition pcrmd to an nvcugﬂ
of Tour young,

Gverpopulation
graundhags has  no
even from the
point-of.wview, N
estimated that more
mopey is  spent

amaong

solution,

human
fras  been
lime and
hhunting
the
sther  animals in Qneario.
However,  hunting  does  not
curtail numbers.

As  summer wears on,
groundhogs turn to gluttony.
Crrass 35 a0 main part of their diet
but, as the weather gets drier,
they switch, when they can, to
the succulent alfudfa,

Groundhogs  don®t have to
depend on free water. Their
badies can absorb moisture from
the fooil they cat., By eating
caopiously they may double their
size, fromy five 10 10 pounds by
the end of the summer.

Hbernation comes early,

In carly October the elder
groundhogs setite beneath the
carth. These they sleep as safe
from everything that goes on
above, as men i their fllout
shelters,

Smuke may turn the skjes to
wirller grey, and radivactive ash
may [all i cold white akes, but
groundhogs rest in secure and
unconscious peace. Then, come
spring. hic agan wakens them to
the viclence of these first warm
days.

Condensed from the News

Bulletin of the University of Guelph.
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CONTROL Tower where the survey is conducted hides watchers
from the groundhogs who live 8 normal

research team which hopes to find measures to control the creature,
Murray Smith is at right.—(Photo Audio Visual U, of G, )

life under the eyes of the

Red Shield

also bargain

The early days of spring bring
with them sales at all the
stores -bargain days when your
money gocs farther, New drapes
for the bhiving room are
cheaper - pamt for the house,
garden tools for the lawn and
Howers,

Spring alsuv brings with it the
Red Shicld campaign of The
Salvation Army.

Nineteen services to humanity
are supporied by the Red Shield.
A young boy taken off the
streets and put into a2 home
where love and warmth replace
suspicion and disinterest. That's
a bargain, because the other
road, courts and jail are
expensive,

A girl helped back to
sell-tespect, a family tided over a
period of misfortune—-all these
and others are real bargzins in
human welfare, and to you as a
tax-paying member of the
community.

Watch for announcements of
the Red Shicld—it's the biggest
spring bargain of all this year,




