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- on rellglon really says

The teaching of religion in Halton schools has produced 13
briefs and 22 letters for the Halton County Board of Edueation’s ad
hoé¢ committee on religious education, The submissions deal with the
recommendations made in the recent Mackay Report on Religious
Education in Public Schools in Ontario,

A special meeting to discuss seven of these briefs with their
supporters wans  held last evening (Tuesday) by the 19-man
committee. Acton's representative on the committee is Vie Bristow,
and the secretary is Eric Bulkind, administrative sssistant to the
superintendent of program for the Halton Board.

Last night’s presentations were made by the Pentacostal
Assembles, Boha'is, Knox church, Milton; Millon  Ministenal
Association, Mr. ond Mes. €. L, Ren of Acton, Mr. and Mis, Hacketr,
R. R. 6, Milton, snd St. John's United church, Qukville. Committee
members have copies in advance, and ask questions of the
supporters.

One briel has already been discussed ad j meeling, and one or
two more will come up af nnother meeting twao weeks henee.

The committee willlikely he prepured 1o report o the cisnty
board in April.

Any group which presented o briel was nvited ta send
spokesmen to o meeting. The commitice fett the response ta their
request for briels was “tair.”

All ucross the provinee bricts are being submatted to local boards
of education, concerning the contraversil Mackay report,

The 120-puge report, written by 1. Keiller Mackay and s
committee of six people make 12 basic recommendations, The
following is an outline of what 1s contained in the secommendations;

The report urges the present course of study be abanduned i
the clementary schopls and its auns as set out in related kegisbation,

Retain religion
- Christian school

eliminating Cliristian  tepchings,
he said. It is hard not o offerd
anyone, | feel education can’t be
newtral

Georgetown  and  District
Christian - Schools  board  of
directory, urge the retention of
refigtous education in the pablic
sehol system,

The school, on the seventh
line  of LEsquesing has 200
students with over 30 students
from the Acton area. It operales
without the beneint of a per
pupll graod fvom the provinee,
sicly as o given to the public
sehool  system and  Roman
Cathohe  school  system, The
parents of most of the sfudents
attend the Christun Beloumed
chusch and want their children
to attend schools which give a
maoare  basie Christian
non-humanist appoach to lite,

R il

MHR. AND MRS HARRY ENSING and chhdron
Eddie and Patricia look over the work dono it the
Christion School near Georgutown, Almaost 200
childron attend the school, imost of tham of Dutch
arigin. Parenis halieve in givitig thelr chaldron o
Christian cducation and recelve no govarnmunt
assistance., There are soven classrooms in the
modern school building. - {Stalf Photo)

Principal  Gesrge  Petrusma
siys UWe do onot peolect our
cheldien o evolution, but just

: : 1T ER1 L e o a0 plualistic
programs of studies, regulations and guidebooks be abanduoned, !.1::;:'} ':f:imiminll :nEt 10 the
!t lrges clcnn:rﬂmy schools o conduct  opening CXCICIES b et what we  believe, @
: consisting of the Nutional Anthem and a prayes, either of universal apposed 1o the views ol
| concern or the Lord's prayer, to be held in the home rooms each  poilution.
; morning.  The TEpUL) suggested the same set of exescises be cfn eaching  science,  w
l’.‘-ﬂﬂdllﬂtﬂﬁ n !h': !‘H:l.:i'.tﬂdilr}' !'il:l“]i'll.h h”l H”I}r !'ll.'-'tl”l! :"\‘“Hh:"l hﬂ'l“—"‘"l‘ m J.:l’".':“i“".
nssemblics and not in the home rosn oo the daily basis, . ~ _
[he  Chestian perspective

The report suggests o program with its focus on chaacter
building, cthics, social sttetudes, moral values and prnciples be

makes us ook at history as the

A 10 sed in blic: solusals ¥ aebs: 1A A development ot hle  oves
SHcampassce. i e publc sciesalh SO giate B2 COOW B ceminries, wividl wisis miiiure
kindergarten. of  obedient  and  disobedirent

response -to God's law waord
Linguage was the gift of God.
Chrdstan education teiaches us o
see hife s a precions gift,

. It recommends that the ascquisition of wilosmation about and
respect for all religions be recognized as an essential objective of the
educational system from kindergarten to geade 13, "Tlos shoutd be
uchieved by o program of meidental teaching and study, nol through
o larmal sytiabus.™ '

It ulso beges u Formal course ol utmiy :Imlmg wilh the praincipal
religions ol the world be offered as options in grade T and 1.2 and
instructed through the lustory depu iment,

The report urges the huring ol o program consultant Tor each
regional Board of Edocation office and a progoam co-ordinatar for
the Depoartment ol Education 1o be  pesponsible for the
implementation and duection of the new propram in religious
education. The special interest of the general public i the area of
this cl!muuhun 5]ImuI‘rJ be given continuous tepresentation thiough e IoTt st 6 Ihe S and
unk advisory council of education. o : church, The child spends much

The report noles uppurtunitics for communication between e p i i sehaal. so thete
the teaching body generally and those engaged i educational  guar be harmony i feaching

__umun:h should l:ru estublished and amproved where they abready  from the home, church  and
exist, school or the child will hecome

The Georgetown bl
“tmplores the board  of
educiting 1o keep religion in the
schouls™ My, Petrusmia said. The
Lord’s  Prayer  amd  seyiptuge
reading shouldd be elamed 0
public schouls, be sud.

I religion is tiken out, there
will be nothiog lefr ™

He said teaching religion can't

TEACHER MRS, ANDRICA Schouten of School open night Monday, About 46 chlldren.
Georgotown shows Renate and Nancy Voskamp of  from Acten-and district attend the school on the

TIME'S RUNNING OUT

LAST 8 DAYS
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SHOP EARLY AND SAVE NOW!
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cmeeting o

commitice
who s 1ty secretary .

Don’t accept Mackay report
say Pentecostal Assemblies

A committee of Pentecostal
Assemblies i Halton County
says the MacKay report should
not be adopted and insists the
present  system should not be
abolished,

" This committee of
Pentecostal Assembhies held a
wellattended public meetiag
Acton, Feb, 12 when the bogel
was discussed. The
representatives then went tu a
the board  of
cducation™s ad bhoc commmttee
o February 17, but there was
not o guoram  of  members
present. They returned last mght

(Tuesday) to explan  they
presentaton,
lncluded on the Pentecostal

Mrs. S Thoman,

"I anyone were asked if there
had ever been a plot to muhe the
peuple of  Ontanio e maost
spatstually  mnpoverished  and
canseguently  the dublest, muost
culturally  deprived,  colorless.
joyless and unprovacative people

sutely
Mackay

could
the

o eartlt,
ANSWer,
Report.™

“The old caurse, the oot-dated
Protestant  ethic, was at Jeas
based «m the Bible, a buok
which is probably sttl the most
widely trunslated and distributed
of any in the world, IF there was
disciniination under the old
course then the adoptivn of the
new will bring 1t to an acule
stage, How it wall ever find its
way into the Hall of Fame or
endure s 2 lasting monument to
the progress  of  relgious
instyuction for the young 15 bard
tu Lsgine.

LRTRTY

“¥Yes,

"The repart iy ambiguous. 1t

states that indoctrination
recesved a4t home s 1o be
tespected  through  the pubii

schiool career of the child, Yet
what it proposed m the interest
of the public goud amounts ta
heastless and  unmoral  sttack
upon the Christian conwience.
Whether thas 1s a misconception
on the part ot the conunittce os
4 delsberate  camoutlage, one
cannot know. ™

Baha'is endorse Mackay report'

envision '‘citizens

These renurks jorm paet of a
brief  jecently  submitted on
behalt ot the Baha'is of Halton
County to the Ad Hoc
Commitice on Religious
Education of the Haltun County
Board ol Educatwon. The
Committee has requested
submussions from the residents
of the County vn the Mackay
Report and its application to
this area i particular.

The Bahan Community
endurses the view expressed in
the Mackay Report that since
religious faith is a viwl part of
life, and since all the world's
religions have contnbuted
preatly to history, art, literature
and music, a form of religious

education, rather than
indoctrination, shoud be
provided in the schools. The
Bahai'is further suggest that

apening excreises should include
daily 1eadings from Lhe

of worl

recogmzed  scriptures ol the
world and  that a4 coutie
compurative rehgon should be
nworpordted  n the  history
course 11y Grade t1 mn the Five
YEar program.

“Upun us rests a particular
responsibility  to  educste ou
children to be good citizens, not
only of Canada, but ef the
world . . .to  prepare them (o
enter a global society™

They fully support the murl
development program suggested
in the report as well as the
recommendation that rehigious
education in the public schools
be carried out without the

setting up of a formal syllabus.

The Mackay Report, Baha'is
leel, mirrors an awareness of the
need to educate our chldren to
take their, place in modem
society as informed,
unprejudiced and und:rslnndmg
individuals.

cducation

Also advised in the report are workshops, summer courses and — confused, A. R. 2, Aclon, the uxarciso book used by childran - Seventh Line, outside Georgetown. - (Statf Photo)
other in-service activitics that  would  provide  professional The P'-'m"-r"rt"-'”h e "!r"”'b Dyt gmd" at the Georgetown District Christian
development for the present teaching body. ot 1o offend  anyone by

Acton couple

prefer separate
church, state

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Rea of
ACton say:

“We would hike to express a
belicf . the prmciple of the
separation of church and state
with regard 10 religsous
as  currently
proscribed e Ontarie. We would
add  that we  believe i the
primacy  ob ndivideal
copscienge, av o upposed o
religivus indoctimation by the
slule,

Ne one doubts the windum, i
nol  the pecessity, of teachmg
childrens o schoal  about the
telygtons of men a the subjece
arses natuially e bostory, social
sudies, o literatuee, [n thiy way
cluldeen may uoderstind more
[ully the intes-relations between
relgpon and  bebavior,  church
and state, religion and cultue ™

The *
Bible
today

Catholics  m Maurntlius  have
now been offically authonzed
1o “read and study the Revised
Stundard Version edibion of the
senpiures and also the revised
French Segond New
Testament ™ Both these veruions
are  distnbuted 0 Mauntius
through the Bible Society there.

One of the fitst o visit the
Bible House Hook Store was the
priest i charge of qpe of the
largest panshes in  the sland,
who immediately purchased 100
copies of the Scriptures and
withun a fortnight was back for
mare, since they had “sold like
hot cakes.”™ As well as being in
charge of & pansh™ he had
responsiblity in the diocese for a
group of young peéople who
voluntarily give their time ta the
service of the church.

For the next quarter he had
arranged that their service will
involve  Scripture  distribution,
wnctuding  the Bible Society
Testaments, and to this end he
recenitly  wvisited Bible House
again full of enthusiasm to build
up his stogks.

*

WELCOME MAT was ﬁut tor all 1o inspect ths Georgetown District

Christrany School Monday night snd many parents and Iriends of

students attended. John Snippe of R, H,
(Stafi Phala)

uveryone they are wolcame. -

1, Limechousa, ossures

Continue present system
Acton submissions urge

Several boels received by the
committee sunply call for the
cuntinmation  of  the  present
syatem of seligimus education,

They include bricls fron Mr,
and My, Peter Banve, Acton;
Mr, and Mis. George Forrest,
Acton, Vivian  Buaskin o

C Limehouse; Nedlwe Norton of

Limiehouse, Mrey, Alma Hackeny
of Milton; Mr. and My, Baley of

Georgetown, and one frum o
groap of cight Haltun sesidents,
Miutton and Distoict Minusterial
Association  declares  that the
Mackuy report, in protecting
minoritics,  lhas  torgotten  the
tight  of  the majonty.  They
sigpest a0 gquabded  relygioos
education consullant develop a
program to be taught by the
teacher, and 1o use the clergy

Health. food
will cost less

Health and food services wiil
cost Halten Buard of Educaton
an  estimated S162 H94
secondary schools and $12930
m elementary schools, the Board
learnied at thew regubar mecting
Thursday m Qukwille.

Both items are lews thun was
spent  last  yeur. There 15 a
difference of almuost $30.000 in
the secondary schools and the
clementary budget v down
about SB0O {rom last year.

Budget for plant operation i
up by almost $20000 in the
clementary schools and by
approxunately 5160000 in the

secondary  schuols., Plant
matntenance (uor  secondary
schools s duwn by about

$25.000 and in the elementary
schools plant mamlenance s
down by $65,000.

The Board discussed Food and
Health Service along with plant
maintenance and operation at
Lthe meeting. Budgel discussions
have been in progress since
January The finalization of the
budget is set (ur March 26.

With the exception of three
cafeterias in Halton schools, all
are served by caterers rather
than Board of Education staff.
Currently there are 16 full and
part time people employed by
the board in cafefena service.
This department will be phased
out by next school year and the
Board will rely strictly on
catering services,

Traditional
simnel cake

The waditional simnel  cake
will be served this Sunday at Su
Alban’s. This 15 Mothering
Sunday with baptism service.
Then, durimg the coffec hour n
the lower pansh hall, the sumnel
cake will be served.

JW.A. Lasby
retired druggist

A retired  druggist, Joseph
Wallace Anderson  Lasby of
Toroniv  passed -away on
February 8 after a lengthy

Hlness. Funeral service was held
2t the Rumley-Shoemuaker
funeral home on Febroary 10
conducted by the Rev. R. D.
Sunclair of Eden Mills. Interment
was in Fawrview cemetery.

Pallbearers were Orrie Lamb,
Cameron Kitching, James
McNabb, Wallace Swackhamer,
Bill Lasby und Bob Lasby.

Mr. Lasby was born in 1897 in
Esquesing  township, son  of
Wallace Lasby and Jessie
Anderson. He attended 5.S. No.
9 Nassagaweya school and
Georgetown high school
graduating from the Toronto
College of Pharmacy in 1920, He
had lived in the United States,
Scotland and Eutope before
going 1o Toronto 25 years ago.

He s survived by brother
Charles W. Lasby, R. R. 1,
Campbellville, nephews G.
Wallace, und Joseph A. Lasby,
R. R, 2, Rockwood,




