: i
fa iy
5,

Zets have a vote . . .

There have beon many high
sounding allusions to the ideals of
dsmocratic principles during debatos
on regional governmont all around
tho county but when tho issue is put
squarely in front of them, elected
representatives can bo very evasive.

We rofer to the resolution
circulated by Acton council to all
Halton municipalities urging a
plebiscite on whether county
residents preferred a Halton region
or a Halton-Poe! form of

government.

Esquesing, Nassagawoeya and
Acton have endarsed the resolution,

Both Milton and Georgotown aro

sympathetic, but Oakville and
Burlington evidently don’t wunt a
referendum,

If this was just an ordinary
decision. that would affect few
people it would not be so important.
But regional government is going to
affect the entire county. It seems to
us a plebiscite would be very much
in order and the politicos of the
county would have some grass roots

direction 2 for tholr declslons,
following tho result of u voto,

Wo aro a littlo tired of hearing the
old refrain that Darcy MeKoough s
going to do what he likes, anyway, It
is time the elected representatives of
this county and others stood on theiy
own two feet und tald  Mr.
McRoough what thoy do want,

He has asked for their answers on
many of the decisions invalved in
implemonting regtonal government,
If there was o clear mandate (rom
the people he would listen, Bt is the
voters who elected the Conservative
government anmd it is the voters who
can put il out of offico,

We suspect, along with Acton
councillar Juck Greer, who sugguosted
3 vote, that some of the electod
representatives do not represent the
wishes of the myjority of the people
and a referendum might embariss
them,

tt is unfortunate that county
council has not the power to hold
such a plebiscite but there is no
reason why each municipality could
not hold a sepamte referendum,

Pr. Green 4 ticks to quns . . .

Halton dental director Dr.
Samuel Green stuck to his guns
asbout the poor quality of tecth in
the north of Halton during the furor
which Jdeveloped over remarks
attnibuted to him in a2 Hamilton
NCWSAPCT.

. He denied making any
derogntary statements about the
personal hygene of area residents or
insinuating this was a poot
SOCIO-CCONOMmIC area, however.

He i10ld The Free Prexs that his
rematis werr token out of context
v the newspaper and musconstrued.
H: md North Halton 15 8 very
pleasant place mn which to bive but
therr are some fomilies In the poorer
puarts of the north who cannot afford
regular wvisits to the dentist. He also
spid  there were sections of
Burlmgion and Oukville where "this
wias trur alsp, altthough not 1o the
sme degree as m the Georgelown or
A Cl0n arens

Meanwhile, Dr. Green has been
muzrled by Halton Health Unit chief
Dr. 1. A. Hunter from making any
further staiements untld the storm
biows pver.

Although Dr. Green wasn't aware
of st, he touched 3 raw nerve by
“uggesting people in the south of the
county have better tecth than those
in the north. '

People north of the base line
have long resented the suporior
attitude of the south e¢nd of the
county. Reaction here was entirely
natural and defensivwe from those
who rose 10 defend the north's
honor,

People in the political, social and
sports circles of the south end of the
county, have expressed u
condescending attitude towards the
north for a good many years. 1t has
infurtated our representatives.

Personally we prefer to live in the
north. Although there are problems
here — and perhaps teeth are one of
them — they still have not reached
the magnitude of drug and other
socsal problems that exist in the
south end of the county.

Affluence does not creale
happiness as someone remarked
during the present controversy.

But let us not gnash our teeth
over d dental problem that if it does
exist 15 well within our competence
to solve, Let us make sure there is
some basis for Dr. Green's remarks
and then tackle the problem - if it
exists.

If the teeth in the north end of
the county are worse than they
should be — and Dr, Green living
outside the county has no axe to
prind - et ws give him every
assistance to correct the deficiencies,

Going a Canadian mi/e ‘e

- Canadians always seem to be
amused by the lack of education
Americans exhibit about Canada and
things Canadian. Reports are
sometimes exaggerated but
Marketing recently listed some of the
worst questions tourists ask year-in
and yvear-out at Niagara Falls,

* Where is Ontario?

* When you say 25 miles, is that
Canadian miles or U.S, miles”?

* Where do I change my money
into pounds, shillings and pence?

* Do you drive on the wrong
side of the road here?

* Is there a Montreal on the U.S,
side?

- * We're going to Windsor. Have
you a booklet to explain the French
signs?

* How much of Cunada can we
see in one day?

* Where can we rough it?

* Are there any gas stations or
do we have to carry our own gas?

* You must be American. You
speak just like us,

'_ What do you do in the
everings in Canada?

* Wiere does it start snowing?

@%' - P/togoA from the past
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BALLINAFAD HOTEL was situated where
Ford's fesd mill is now. Tha propriator was
D. M. H'I':Lﬁda The bulliding burned down

\

years ago. Mrs. Ella Harding, R. R, 2, lent
this picture to the Free Prass,
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Outlook Frostyl

I've been thinking seriously about giving
up my job us a teacher, and settling for a

lot less money and o lot more peace of

mind. And I'm not the only one.

Colleagues, right and left, are unhappy.
One would like to go into the hotel
business. Another dreams of buying some
rough land on Manitoulin Idand, and
raising shecp.

Others, who have been teaching a long
time, are planning to quit soon snd take a
reduced pension, rather than battle it out
to the full term. They can't face another
five years of teaching apathetic, lazy and
insolent kids,

Another friend, who bas taught happily
for 23 years, says he vused to look forward
to every day of it. This year, he admits, he
faces each day with a sort of vague horror.
Still snother is socking every nickel he can
spare into investments so that he can got
out while he retains his sanity.

Had lunch the other day wath a chup
who this year, alter some years of running
his own business, came inlo teaching—in
the technical department. On his own, he
worked 10 or 12 hours a day. At this lunch
period, he didn't stop talking for halt’ an
hour. From the outside, he thought
teaching was a snap. The pay was good,
and the holidays looked great. Now, he's
exhausted at the end of a teaching day,
though he's done no physical labor. He
said: "'l never knew there were kids like
these,”

Perhups we sound like a bunch of old
fugies who are getting tired. Most of thase
I've mentioned are in their 40s, not quite
in the old-fogey class, And they've enjoyed
their teaching tor years.

But another colleague is talking abuut
going to the, Northwest Territories.
Another s thinking of taking 2 job in a
steel plant. His wile, also u teacher, wants
to get vul and do social work, at less
money. They are all in their 20s. |

All of us are nuking quite reasunable
silaties. It would be quite a wrench,

Sugar and Spice

by bill smitey

financially, to quit, especially j,((rdtlmsc
who have roots in the community, 2
mortgage, and growing children to educate.

But the malaise is there., And it's
difficult to put your finger un the trouble,
Our wives are getting worried. They ask,
“"What is wrong, specifically?” And it's

difficult to give an answer that doesn’t

sound trivial, It's a host of little things

which add up to one word--frustration,

What is the trouble, then? | think there

are two major sources, First, the pendulum

has swung touo far -{rom a system that was

archaic to one with cnd pennissiveness.

Everyone is supposed (o do his own thing.
Sad truth is that a majority of tecnugers
luven't got a “thing” to do. They want to
be ¢ntertained, not learn,

They'll sit happily through a movie at
schuool, chewing gum. But ty to get them
to talk about it, express their ideas, relate
it 10 their own lives, and they groan with
boredomw. They'te memtally lazy, as most
tecnagers lave ulways been. Their favorite
comment on a2  thought-provoking,
stimulating movie, 15 "Stoopid.”

I've mnever believed in corporal
punishment, either as a  disciplinary
deterrent or as a spur. But 'm beginning to
wonder. | am burt and alarmed at the
increasing lack of courtesy, the “whe
cares?” uwltitude of the kids, and the
increase i plain, dirty talk. (The language
you can hear o modern lugh schoot,
especially among giets, would curdle your
Blowoad.)

You can inugine the joyous rapture of
my wite o my proposal that 1 quit. Like
the good Little wibe she is, she snd she'd go
anywhere with me, and do anythung, as
g a5 1 owas happy. Shie nude up a great
list ot where and how we could save
money, withwout the salary.

But the reaction has set in, and in 10U
casual, hittle hints shes.reveabing the utter
fully of it all. But | was prepared for that,
and P'm going to keep het thinking about o
swek, and o pot-bellied stove, and
potatoes, and pornidge for 3 while yet. 10t
du her goud.

Not bikini weather. . .

this is the time when many
Canudians wisa they were anyplace
but in snow-fitled Canada.

Exotic tropical countries beckon
witn a fascination they could never
exert in more clement weather.

For those who have the money
and the time, Florida, tne Bahamas
and the southern United States are
havens at this time of the year.

Elderly people, especially, tire of
the spow and cold more quickly tonan
those wiue don't mind digging out
from- behind a drift, shovelling
sidewalks and driveways and battling
sub-zero temperatures whici trigger

sinus and rheumatic complaints.

But, then there are those wilo
ke tne winter, who delight in the
fresa fallen snow, the winterscapes,
where a bright sun flocds the frosty

i
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white earth in light you can never
Juplicate in sumner.

The skiers, the snowmobilers,
shaters, hunters and others who
enmoy e winter outdoors would like
10 Keep e winter.

On tae other hand, it would be
nice (o spend @ couple of weeks in
some tropical ¢lime for a couple of
weeks, May  the muany who are
soaking up sun in some far distant
point, enjoy themselves and come
back safely. '

The snow is deep here, the
mercury dipped to about 15 below
zero last night, but the sun is shining,
the sky is blue, and the winter birds
are calling back and forth over the
feeding stations. But let’s face it. It is
too durn cold to venture out in your
bathing suit,
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Monduy was Groundhog Day, according
ter the culendar, nod the Farmaen' Almanac,

Thinking of Ground Hog By brings up
the weather. According to 1he weather
Munday, we can expect Sprin Uiy old d:y
Becaute the ground hog couldn’t we his
lndoow,

Well, wa consulted 1he Almapac 1o we
e ncenrate 0 han been  this  year,
Surptiingly  enough it predicted  the
wedthier s far with a terarkable degree of
sCCurey,

Cue furaluthera lived hy the Varmen'
Almanae, winch although it bears the word
“Varmer' in the title i full of igformation
tor  everyone including astrology,
uatronomy, calendars, histary, bits of verse,
homely  homar, advice fir  fxrren,
gardening  tlps, s fidung  guide and
IRLLITICE LS FEC] e,

Alisanacs are not for sale 1o the pubhe
but abinost four milllon copies are being
distributed this year as a3 guodwell gesture.
In 1934 the cuculation had dropped to an
all thme Jow of FOOOG but unce Hay
Gelger  became  editor it has  steadily
regained lost ground and i again being
consulted with frequency in this age of
Agguiarivs, -

The editir of the Almanac 14 referred ty
as & Philomath, meaning a lover of fearnmg
o1 philesophet-mathematician. Other wll
known Pdoms? Try Aristotle, Plato,
buclid, Copernicus, Galdeo, Sir.  luaac
Newton and Ben Franklin and you can see
editor Geiger 13 travelling in distinguithed
company.

As o muatler of fact, he is believed to be
the only living Phdomath, which must
make lum feel hke the Last of the
Mohicans or the missing Link or sume ather
such creature.

Thg Geiger’s - Ray and his wife - have
a family of five and the whole gang helps
to gather matecial for the Almanac. What

:;IE}‘ don’t come up with, other volunteers
0.

For instance, the Bishop of Atlanta isa
regulur  contributor and much material
comes from a long term resident of a

as prisun who has a lot of time on his
hands,

You've never read the almanac?

Where else could you find deft-a-nitions

like these: Leaky faucet — a drip tease;
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Tattle tale - School Pigeon; Non drinking
physlcian. Dry doc,

(r a joke like Lhis?

A political prisuner in Cuba, about to
ba executied, was blindfulded. The captain
uf the execution squad aiked if he wanted
» cigarette, “No thank you," seplicd the
desstned man, "*1'm trying 1o quit.”

[Rd you know this? The Lord's Prayer
has 56 words; Lincoln's Gettysburg address
206, the Ten Commandments, 297 hut 4
recent LS, government wrder on the price
ul cabbages contains 26,911 wards. Some
cahbages.

Husband anwwering phane: “She’s nnt
at home. Would you care tu feave a
remen !

The Almanac, of courwe, is revered fex
iy Inng range forecasta and a oty greq
that 1n the nld days a typesetter’s 3113t
carelerdy dropped a had wsem o the
middle of Jidy. When the had tterm
aciually cecurred during that pered, (ath
in the airnanac predictinn: were azured

Any chuld can tell you what's wreny
with today's parenty, uys the Almuna
They think they knaw more than theg

“children

There's even wmething fur aperatees of
nudiit camps. Sign o be pliced on the
camp during the winter. “Clothad for the
winter.”

There's puszles and rddley, facts and
fancwes, Jist of holidays, information on the
moon and stars and lucky and unfecky
days fur those who hold harogopn: e
tw be true, There's even 2 recipe for
JUCCEIL:

To 2 cupful of luck set in a strung
healthy frame, add a pinch of
conservatism, 3 dash of daring and several
drops of vision. Then pour on an ounce of
belief tn one’s fellow man, a spounful of
experience, and a jigger of good humor.
Allow to settle with a sweet, helpful mate
of understanding, education and intelligent
compromise. Then bestir oneslf
continually, add an icing of part common
sense, part honesty and serve une's God,
one's country and one's family.

Can’t argue much with that, can you?

So_for gosh sakes if you haven't got an
Almanac this year try for one next, It quite

" likely will be afound. Becn going for 153

conseculive years now.
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20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday February 2, 1950.

The latest addition to Actun business
section is the new General Motors garage of
Locne Garner Motors Ltd. which was
offteially opened on  Saturday. The
building s a new, modern structure just
completed and has frontage on Main St,
and Bower Ave,

Luyal Scots of Knox church celebrated
the 191st amversary of the birthday of
Robeit Burns with a traditional haggis
supper sponsored by the So-Ed group. The
haggis was carried in by Kenneth Mann to
the strains of the pipes played by Pipe
Major Peter Gibson and Piper Henderson of
the Fergus Pipe Band. Mr, Robert Chalmers
was masler of ceremonies. Also on the
program  were solos and readings by
Crawlord Douglas, Margaret Brown, [sabel
Anderson, Mrs. Turner, James Moore, Mr,
Wm. Burton and “auld Scotch sangs™ by
the company.

About 75 Acton business women and
men dttended a dinner meeting on Monday
night to start the activities of an Acton
wrgamization of business fulk, Mr. Stephen
Jones, president of the Chamber of
Commerce of Mount Forest, was guest
speaker, and told ol the advantages of
belonging to the central group. President
Bert Hinton was in charge of the evening.
A number of films on consérvation were
shown,

Two new carding machines have arrived
at the Wool Combing plant.

Plans for the erection of a county home
fur the aged have begun to materialize.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Frec rfress
ol Thursday, February 5, 1920,

The propused straight route provincial
highway (rom Toronto to Sarnia by way of
(eurgetown, Acton, Guelph and Stratford
is just as live an issue as it was under the
late guvernment. More than 100 delegates
assembled al a convention at the Central
Ontario thghways Association in Stratford
to urge the advantages of the straight route
on the minister of Public Works, the Hon,
F. C. Biggs. Mr. Biggs was quile
sympathetic 1o the idea of permanent
highways and said he haped to see them
stretching  through every part of the
province, but it was impossible to promise
money and labor to do it all at once.

He strongly criticized the
Toronto-Hamilton Highway Commission

N

stating that after six years it had not yet
completed the 45 milo stretch of road and
had a fight with every municipality along
the way,

The treasurer of the Muskoka Free
Hospital for Consumptives acknowledges
donations from Acton.

The quality of the ice crop which is
being harvested is superior.

The extremely cold weather Sunday
rrudﬁ: the attendance at chusrches very
small.

Guelph carpenters are dermanding $I
per hour for their work - an increase of 8)
per cent over last year,

Rev. J. C. Wilson has accepted a call to
Weyburn, Sask.

The short course in home NUrsing was
concluded with a session in the Baptist
church. A moving picture on Enoch Arden
was preceded by numbers by Knox Ladies’
Quartette, duet by Mrs. W. J. Reid and
Mrs. Win. McNabb, and solo by Miss Jeanie
Ormr. Words of appreciation were spoken by
Mrs. H. P. Moore and Mrs. W. H, Stewart,
Mrs. Havill, president of the Women's
Institute, had charge of the evening’s
proceedings.

FREE PRESS

PFHONE 853-2010
Rusingss and Editorial OHice

Fouwrdid »» 1ITS ord publiad gvidy Wedrmadey o
£ Wetiow 54, Acwory, Ovrirea avnbar of the At
Burmsy of Copybsion, the CWHNA swd OWNA
Ahrur ribrng {0I8 Of Hapsst Suliitt qRtond punraly
mrance, $4.00 i Cangda. 59 00 m o courriey pabr
e Canads, rvpie copes 18 conty, Second clem mail
Paprtrpuon Mombe - 0815 Advertisng b accepted
on the onditon het, i the sverl of Typographicsl
oTod, thet portsbn ol (he sdwirTaing w0y ool
bty e sroneous e, ogethaer with reapoosivle
sowarcy for sgratury will not be changad for bt
the belgnce of the sdvertrmarst wll b peid far o2
o apphcabbie rowe. in the svent of @ typographlesl
ot imbepriiaicegg goocdy Of WCvicen St & weOnNy prick,
goode Of mevces may nol be woid, Advartising b
ramaly a0 olfler 3 el sl My be wrichaliraen B By
Lherg,

Dille Printingy snd Pobliching Co. tad
David R, Dill, Publisher

Hartley Coles Dan Fyder
Edivor . Adv. Maneger
Copyright 1670

1

¥ ALI4AVS O¥dD I



