Georgetown and the Bell

War Years Trying Time
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GEORGETOWN BELL TELEPHONE STAFF, 1945 — | fo r;: Miss M. Chave, chief operator; Mrs. E. Lawis, Miss M. Graham, Mrs. L. Varey, Mrs. R. Barber, Miss
D. Mulholland, Miss |. Thompson and Mis. A. Lindsay.

By 1041 Georgetown's popul-
ation had mounted to 2562 in-
hebitants, There were 758 tele-
phones in the towm by the end
of 1941. Tr"'*i—-i

World War I had its serlous
effects on the Bell Telephong
Company — though the prob
lems it presented were quite
different to those of the Dep
ression a few years previously
when every employee of the
Company was urged to do their
best to save ‘take out' orders,
to obtain new ones, and, in ge-
neral to boost their business.
Now, with a terrible war in pro-
gress shortages of labour and
materials were socon manifest,
yet there was an unprecedented
demand for increased telephone
gervices all over the country.
Instead of trying to secll tele-
phone service  Bell salesmen
had to try, when possible, actu-
ally to dissuade people from
expecting new equipment for
many a day, and to make good
use of what they had. The pub-
lic was patiently informed that
it was increasingly difficult, and
in many cases Impossible, to
give needed service since the
Armed Forces and munition
plants, etc., hed to receive im-
mediate and adequate tele-
phone service and telephone
gupplies of all kind were de-
plorably limited,
aituation would grow more dif-
{leult with every month of war.

WORLD WAR 1l

It was, then, probably with
mingled regret and relief that
the Company announced in its
*Telephone News' of May 1942
(sént to all subscribers}) that
"WAR CALLS HALT TC TELE
PHONE EXPANSION . . ." In
fact half the whole issue of the
"News' was devoted to Lhe an-
nouncement which comprises an

& 'r"q..‘ H : :
historical document of orld once it was explained lo them;

© War L. It read:

“Telephones Bre in greater
demand than-ever before —
even greater than in 1841, an
gll-time record year. By far the
greater part of this demand is
for residence leclephones.

“Only a part of this unprece-
dented volume of orders can be
filled if we are lo have any
thing left for the camps and
depots and air schools of our
armed forces — for the plants
and offices of our war indus
triss. Already, telephone mat-
erials are difficult to obtain
Reserves are steadily diminish-
Ing,
ditioning and re-using ev

New Year 1968 sails
into view with the
promise of health, hap-
piness  and  Success

for you and your family

THANKS TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

piece of equipment that can be
salvaged.

“There can be only one an-
' swer: war needs must get first
call on available supplies. Even
when necessity demands new
installations, not all types of
instruments and serviees will be
available.

“The Wartime Prices
Trade Board established by the
Governor-in-Council under the
War Measures Act, hes directed

us ‘to do all such thing: as rna}rl

be requisite to conserve any

and;

for 1543 to 1848 were as  fol-
lows: 1943 783; 1844 B36; 1845
885; and 1846, B77.

HERALD EDITORIAL

On November 5th, 1847, the
Georgetown ‘Herald’ carried tha
following item as an editorial:

TELEPHONE CLIENTS
INCREASE

The new teltphone book ls-
sued last week by the Bell Tel-
ephone Company to Georgetown
ciients tells a story of the stea-

I_ dy growth of the community if

and all telephone plant and !a-.ﬂn,_. care=s to spend an hour or

cilities.'

“We realize that this will
cause inconvenience — perhaps
i even hardship. We shall need
your help in working out wise
and just selutions to the tele-

phone problems of your com- 125 1 :
i this peried in 1946, Numbers 1in

munity. And we know that you

‘two with pencil and pad. Which
' is just what your editor did on
'a recenl evening, adding
'numbers in
| books to arrive at the coneclus-
|iun that there are 177

up
the new and old

maore
telephones in use now than at

will give it cheerfully as stil)'the old book totalled 873 and in

another necessarv contribution |

type. Last year these figures
were 67 and 26.

“In numbers, Harry Gold-
ham's Butcher Shop retains No.
1; ‘Bus’ Bell of Georgetown
Clay Products has No. 2 and
Town Clerk P. B. Harrison, No.
3. Highest of the town nymbers
is 534W which belongs o the
new Baptist minister, Rev. Char-
lexs Gower.

“It iz always interesting to
see what names are most com-
mon in a community and in
Georgetowl. the Thompsons
have the tslepbune lead with
18, the Wilsons are second with
13, and Browns third with 12;
next in line are Hill and Smith,
10;: Hunter, 9; Barber and Les
lie, 8; Clark, Cleave, Norton,
Scott, 7; Armstrong, Bell, Brad-
ley, Campbell, Graham, Hilts,
McDonald, Robinson, Sinclair,
wright have hall ® dozen list-

'the new book 1050. (Lf you don't| ings each.”

aven though we are re-con-
ery last ' town. The corresponding totals

to victory.”
SPEAK BRIEFLY

This ‘#as all that appeared in
the ‘Brampton-Oakville & Dis-
trict' Telephone News of May
1942 but was sufficient to pre
pare the public for the necessity
of waiting their turn patiently

notice, in the same issue, lo
| *‘Make cnly cssential calls; speak
| briefly.” Only a few years be-
| fore cuslomers were being urg-
ed to get single lines if they had
| party onecs, 1o have extension
| sets installed, 1o place chatly
long distance calls to their fam-
ilics, especially  at Christmas
time, and s0 on. Bul total war
changed the whole picture for
many years, and the public re
spanded very well. People lear-
| ned patience and reasonableness
'in the face of prolongued crisis

the first things must come {irst
! __ the essential requirements of

lthe armed services, the r!:quirr_-.-|

ments for the welfare of civil
life in the ommunily — public
health and safety and other
essential commereial and indus.
trial reguirements. A doctor,
' for instance would get immed:
| jate telephone service i. he mo-
ved to a community.
wotld be littie delay in prov-
iding a telephoune for a drug
g'st, a registered nurse or the
commanding officer of a regi
ment.

By the close of 1842 there
were 785 .elephones in George-

DAVE WILLIAMS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

18 ELGIN STREET

8773322

|

believe it, count them yoursell}|
Of course there’s & small margin;
of error tn holh cases, for there

THE WAR 15 OVER
December 1047's *Telephone

arp “some numbers (the Herald
ffice included) which appear
wice in the book, and we did
not want Lo carry matlers so
'far as 1o storl wreeding outl
| these, which in any case would

: ‘mot be more than a dozen or s0.
“-he:? they rgqulred telephone |0 rapidily with which
and that tie|service, as did a2 small hoxed phone service is expanding  is|

fele-

shown by this fact that since
the new directory was compiled
the list of local subscribers has
grown te 1123

"R C. Adams with No. 322
<till has the alphabelical edge
on other users and appears al
the head of the list, while W,
G. Young, 442 r 21, Glen Wil
liams, is again at the bottom.
Al Zeraviev of Lincoln

News' for Brampton and dis-
trict carried a brief announce-
ment of interest to Georgetown
subscribers:

INSTALLED DURING 1947
SOME 400 MORE PHONES

Defarred Service Orders Are]

Being Filled Quickly ax
Apparatus Available

Despite the addition of 400
telephones in service in Bramp-
ton, Georgetowan, Milton, New-
market, Oakville and Orange-
ville, since January 1, unfilled
arders in those six communil-
jies total 300. Bell workers in ev-
ery depariment will not rest
unti! this back log of deferrad

Aumﬂ.applil:atium for telephones has

Body would be a cinch for this| g .. wiped out and they're able

hanour when he finds a house|

and moves Lo Llown.

itaknn a greater interest in ad-
vertising in the directory and
therr arc 80 who have

listing and 31 listed in blackface
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_Best ot This Hour!
Mino Millwork

WILF MINO
11 Water §t. — 8779771
Georgetown

“The business community has|

M g o e ———— —

to resume their former prideful
position of being able 1o offer
prompt service on demand.

The wiar was 0OVer.

| were easing up a Infle a: *n
taken | g up s Ny

of service in the army, navy,
and air forces. Equipment and
materials were brcomung  av-
pilable again. Nevertheless
thers were still many orders to
attend to — and would bz for
years to come. And many places
required improved or addition-
al facilities.

Things view Lo improvement in

i :
: squality.
and women had resumed theiriq i

small displays with their phonei_ o i the Company afler }_ﬁ“;

By the end of 1047 there were
1,185 telephones in Georgetowm.

The Georgetown ‘Herald' of
March 10, 1848, carried & hear-
tening announcement for Geor-
getown's lelephone ugsers. It
reed:

DIAL TELEPHONES FOR
GEORGETOWN IN 1730

In conversation with W. O.
Misener, Manager of the Bell
Telephone Company for this dis-
trict, he advises that plans of
th= Company contemplats
changing the magneto telephone
system and service to the dial
or mutomatic type, at Grorge
town either in 1850 or early in
195¢. This is part of the Com-
pany's construction and rehab-
ilitation programme to convert
all magneto exchanges to either
manuzl common battery or dial
operation as fast as equipment
and manpower can be made
available during the next few
yrars,

Despite heavy demands on
the Company's {acilities, result-
ing in an increase of 129,051
telephones for servica in the
Company's territory at the end
of the year. Georgetown has
been particularly fortunate in
the respect that it  has been
possible to provide for an In.
crease of 465 telephones during
ths war and post-war years, Not
withstanding this heavy growth,
only 33 applicants are at pres-
ent deferred heré; the major-
ity of which will be installed
during the next few weeks, up-
on completion of a switchboard
cxtension which, is now under
way.

. Misener reiterated that
plans outlined for service mod-
ernization of Georgetown ars
an integral part of the Com-
pany-wide plan to meet the
public demand for more and
mare service, always with a

By the time of the lasuance
ol Georgetown's October 1548
directory Misa 1. Thompson's
name had replaced that of Miss
M. Chave as Local Representa-
tive. The latter continued to
gerve in Georgetown as  Chief
Operator. By the end of 1948
there were 1,342 telephones ln
Georgetown.
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BARBER & HENLEY LTD.

INSURANCE AND TRAVEL AGENCY

MILL STREET

ualt

e o T = e -l

[T B o e, e e v e . S - g G e ey L

a H
LY

T :\-' LI 5 . .l'#‘:'
S '..J._-;E-?h:g‘;'ri'?f tﬁx’ = l"r}r-k; i H
> -'|"‘\{£€r ¥ TR o L
E "‘%ﬁ- T, Sgli e ol
f!“*'i‘[:"‘:iérﬁh 2 ‘i‘f‘r
A s T
. S

s
e

; ¥

BT S I | L
1,.14‘;_' N
For e a s e B

£

TIME ORICE AGAIN
FOR A NEW START...WE HOPE 1968
'WILL BRING YOU LOTS OF HAPPINESS

Bob, Glad and Ed
Caldwell

BILL BARBER AND
ALL THE STAFF

THE GEORGETOWN HERALD
THURSDAY, DEC. 28th, 1967

Greetings

Thanks to all you wonderful

pecple, and may the New
Year bring you much

happiness.

RYDER'S 1w service

4 YOUNG ST., GEORGETOWN B779796

\ WELCOME 4
good health and i
all good things

May the New Year be one
in which we may have the
continued privilege of
serving you.

G. W. CORBETT

D.C. — CHIROPRACTOR
11A Main Strest

P
r-l

600D LUCK AND
BEST WISHES

From the stéff and management...
may this year being fo you qood
health and heppiness. We thank

" you for your paironage.

- Crest Hardware

OWNED BY RICHARDSONS'

BLESSINGS
FOR THE
NEW YEAR

EXCHANGE
HOTEL




