“First Communion for 19 ¥ [The Story of Bethlehem

%Young People at St. John's

The 11 am. service of wor- amed Mr. 5 Hall in honour of
ship at St. John's United Church! the young people who were con-

" o1 Sunday, Decemxber 1T, -::iﬁr-:d was beld in the church
,one of gZreat significance for|hsll following the service. Those
ninctcen young people who!
~were confirmed and received!
their first communion. Confirm
ation, which follows several
. weeks of special instroction in!
: matlers of faith and doctrine,’
{ marks the point " which Lbe!
: communicant makes, for him-|

. sell, the vows which were made! :
for him at Baptism_ ery sensible family’s prepara-
- 1t:nns for Christmas. Fire Chief
Ie the service on Snmhjt.xhiﬂr‘in Lerwis waned today that
- candidate for conflirmation was, y bappy Christmas can change
‘presented to the minister andlin 2 few seconds into family
*1o }hc congiegalon by a :pun-}tn:bdr in homes where zuch
so7iny Elder. The young people] precantions are neglected. He
‘confirmed and tbeir sponsoring: urged the paoblic to exercise
_Eldlers were: ;"""""" care in the setiing up
Grace Bird, Mr. H:dn:;ﬂird*'ﬂ decoration of Christmas

‘Edward Bird, Mr. G. Farnell;| "o 3o O19
_Henry Breeschooten, Alr. lff e =
Hamilton: Mike Broombead, Mr.: oy goop

3 . : green ire
i Broomhcad; David Hall, Mr.: g 04 be bought and they

S. Hall; Betty Hamilton, Mr. B :

c} : should be kept ouldoors in an
-Holmes; Cathy Linee, Blrs w*!nl:c:l:d' garage bef being
brouzhi into the bome for de-

Brownridge; Heather Mcbhonald,
Mr. V. Stein; Elizabeth McKee % T & eshould
bkave ope or lwo inches cut dia-

Mr. R. Hansen: Patty Jltmr.ﬂun.t

M= J. Evans; Judy Nichols, Alr. !

W Kinrade; Bill Neil, Mr. G| poa v fom Byt I
Armitage; Bob Runham, Mr. J1!: P Bl
Runham; Glenda Scarrow, AMr.

For A Fire-Safe

Spraal - precautions  against
[ire shonld head the list of ev-

Check These Sai;ty i'ips"

E trees, and drew atltention Lo the|
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serving. at the reception were:
Mrs. V. McCumber, Mm. W.
Fichig, Mra. G. Farneli, Mrs. J.
Evans and Mrs. C. Schenk.

Christmas

Chiel Lewis points out thet
tests have proved that the saf-
esl tree is a tree with jts butt
set in water. However, If =
tree is dried out before it is
set up, it cannot regain iis szafe
moisture level. A dry iree can
be ignited by a single match,
io burn violently to a2 charred
state in a few seconds.

METALLIC TREES
CONDUCTORS

Even artificial trees can be
. serious fire harards. Metallic
trees are conductors of electri-
city. Do not decorate them
with strings of lights, but il
luminate them with floodlights
Some plastic trees made from
styrene materials, are flamab-
le, unlike those made from
polyvinylchloride. Many im-
ported plastic trees, some
times known as “Hong Xong

| m water, which should be main-
3. s Al St Dnm above the level of the
K. McCauley: Linda Stuttard, <

Mrx. B McKeown; Chris Todd, CHECK LIGHTS

Qlr. J-Fodd; Carol Walsh, Mr_ . R S
E. Forgrave; Hugsh Williams, Eloctical &

, )  oords or short arcuits.  Only
- Rev. Hobert Scrivens con; CSA-approved lighting sets..and
‘ducted the service of mnfn'm-fnnly non flammable decoritions
,alion assisted by Mr. S. Wright should be wsed  Declare the
Clerk of Session 'tree 2 nosmoking area, and

Scrivens with the sérvinz of

of chaldren

Ahe Sacrament were: Messrs J.| On Christmas Day, do not al-
-Addy, H. Bird, K. McCaoley,| low gift wrappings to accumu-
+I. Hastings, S. Wright,;R Mo la'e under the tree. Dispose of
Keawn A. Prouse, D, Latimer, X '
;:V. McCamber and C. MeNamara
- A reception, amranged by Mr.|bor® if ignited by burning

‘W. Kinrade, Mr. E rmlmninﬁt or similar material

4
NOT NEAR FIREPLACE

Set op the trea away from
sources of beat a5 a fire-
place, TV st or radiator. Be
saore it does not block access 1o
doors or windows in *he event
itch off tree lights
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frees' will burn violently.

All trees should be removed
from the home as soon as pos-
sible after Christmas.

COUNCIL BRIEFS

Fourteen applications were
received for the position of
town engineer at Council Mon-
day night with one coming
from as far eway as Edmonton.
T{ley will be discussed in com-
maitee, \

@

Council accepted the resigna-
tion of Louise Snow, who has
been worlkdng in the fro% of-
fice.

Authorized the final pay-
ment of $342 to Horton Steel

for work on the water tower.
e

Agreed to erect a chain link
fence on the property line of
the Sykes land on Market St
provding the cost is shared 50
per cent between the town and

T3

the owmner,

;lhﬂlﬂtl be given to the “do’” and
Jdon’t’ safety rules we should:
‘observe year round. Don't get;
icarefree and increase the pos!
igibility of an unkappy acciden: |

* First, decorate wisely. Do
snot use cotlon, paper or anx
iflammable material when xoa
Hrim the family trre. Do no:’
place eleciric trains or oloer
“electric powered devices arouna
ithe tree. Metallic tinsel fallicz
-mcross the track could coreate
& short circuit and cause the
yérain transformer to barn.

-Be sure that all toys are of
-ponflammable materials. Soms=)|
chmported foys are made of a:
strocellulose (which looks like
ieelluloid or plastic) and this
‘material burns wih sorprising
ferocity.

i ©Choosa only electrical tovs
;lnﬂ tree Lighting setx whech are
Ehbnntnrr approved.

> Do pot use lizhted candles
Tmear the tree, or in windows.
;Keep curtzins or any other
»flammable material at windows
pulled back,at least six inches
sfrom any elcetric candles or
~wreaths.

. On Christmas day, kerep 2

ki

Throaghout the Christian
day, universally celebrated,

of maienal that is written a
2ke secason,

written this holiday season

=ny.
unafierted the sin;piu: story

2000 years ayo — the birth
of eterml salvation

the meaning of Christmas
Chrstmas is the birthright

i

world, Christmas Is THE holl-
universally recognirzed.

Probably no library in the world could house the volume

bout this great holiday in 2 sin-

Because so much has been written — and will again be

— we must consider it remark-

able that the story of the Nativity has continued a simplae
and mnaffected narrative — “For God so loved the world,
He gave His only begotien son.”

Tradilions and cusioms are subject to the changing timesx
Yet, amid the laughter and festivities
gifts are exchanged, t

whatever carols are
i'lnre remains forever
of the birth at Bethlehem. This

is the siory of Christmas — an event which took place nearly

of a Redeemer and the promise

Through centuries of translation, of telling and redelling,

remains simple and universal,

of every man,

{ earton handy and dispose of,
Sall gift wrappings prompily.
{ Don't let them pile up around
s the tree, near the fircplace, or
i any heating deviee.

" Have yourseH a happy, ac
cident-free hohbday. °

0L swisk to thak yout for your yooa

will and hope yowr Clistmg is a merry one.
TO ALL OF YOU FROM ALL THE BOYS AT

RAY CONN
Pluenbing and Hesting
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189 Guelph St. Georgetown 877-6531

We Closs 12 Noon Ssturday, December 23rd and  §
Re-Open Wadnesday, Decamber 27th

by Chartas Bradley

No one knows for how many

thousands of yecars- men havo
lived in Bethlehem.

it was Lhere — a tiny trl-
angle of stone houses spreading
eascily over a Hmestone hill six
miles from Jerusalem on the
road to Jerusabem — when Mo
ses led the JTI'I out of Egypl.

An anclent people, still only
dimly known {o archaeologists,
had nemed it Ephrata. - The
Jews, when they came Lo the

issd land, nemed it Beth-

em, or house of bread. They

did not, apparently, reflect
long over the choice of name.

R appcars (o be a slmple
transition of old Ephrata.

Perbaps the name came ori-
Zinally fromm the richness of
the cornfields on the field bel-
ow. There was always bread in
Bethlehem.

It had not rhanged ai all by
the time of the Book of Runh,
one of the -literary gems of the
0ld Testament. The Book of
Ruth is a simple moral tale —
the story of a young widow who
returned to Bethlehem .o order
to be with her husband’s people
and who {oiled "amid the alien
corn’ to support her mother-in-
1aw.

Curious

Life in Bethleham, we learn
from the story of Ruth, was
good and the complicaled mores
of the people it described ser-
ved to lay down  a praclical
code of morals by which man
coujd live with a wman with &
minknum of friction.

It seems curious, now, to
think of the rich and important
Boar marrying Ruth in order
to do his duty by his deceased
brother — but it was an ar-
rangement, spparenily which
served well.

Ruth was the great grandmo-
ther of David, the greatest of|
the Hebrew kings and nearly,|

w the greatest of the He-
poets.

It was from Bethlehem, the
village of his birth, that David!
went forth as a water boy on the
dreadful day that Saul and his;
men faced Goliath and the:
Philistine Army.

Goliath dared any man to
face mm and no man, at first,
dared. |

David, the youngzest, smallest,:
end least impressive of a larpe
snd important family, did dare
— bacause he had faith in the
rightness of his cause and be.
lieved that God would see him
through.

the simple community in Beth:
lehem was better left undistur.

ceme king, he did nol as other
kings had done, glorify his na-

built' into a great city.

stone, was no doubt simple en-

Limple Community

Perhaps he understood that

bed. In any case, after he be

tive village or endcavour (o re-

1t is strange, in fact, that Be
thelehem never did become an
Important town. From jts hill,
it commands a greal plain and
2 maln road. To a mililary tac-
ilcian, it bristles with possibil-
Jdcs.

{Once, indeed, In a remote
period never properly ldents.
fled, the Philistines did Yanld a
fort there. 1t does not, however,
seem to have lasted long.)

"The explanation seems o be
that it was sct apari. As far
back as the Book of Ruth, al
lcast, it had a spiritual signi-
ficance and was not to be lam-

pered with.

At the time of Christ's birth,
David or even Ruth would have
been quite at home in the vil-

lage.
Poverty Emphasized

Christ, so the slory goes, was
born in a2 manger located in a
cave (the New Testament |Is
not clear about the cave), while
in the nearby fields, according
to St. Luke, angels appeared in
certain poor shepherds watch-
ing their {locks by night”

For reasons: which are now
difficult to follow, the chroni-
clers of Christ's brth scem to
have pone out of their way to
emphasize the poverty of the
situation. The cave in the lime-

ough and no doubt it was used
by the thrifty villagers as a nal-
ural stable.

But St. Luke appears to have
been misled shout the ‘poor
shepherds.' Historians are con-
vinced that, then as now, the
fields were rich and grew corn.
It Is entirely unlikely that the
shepherds were watching theilr
flocks just there.

More likely they were watch-
ing their flocks on the  hill
which slopes down behind  the
village to the plain. 'Poor' pro-
bably was intended to designate
the fact that they were unim-
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His stately, exart lalin, re
| flecis the calm and quict of the
village and the conlinuity of
style which runs through This
classic (ranslation parsilcls
the continuity h~ must have

found in Bethlehem.

wers driven to stay in a stable,
it seccms reasonable, st least,
to conclude that nelther had
any close relatives In the vil.
lage.

Little more is heard of Beth-| Sitting there in his bare stu-
lchem until the year 127 when| gy he must have born able to

" »

THORSEAY, BEC. Tisl 196> .
: — :
fee! the ntgpos ofgtha 04

and New Testamenls. ) |
I'robably no olher village
the world hxs been the scens
of so much history — sod o
nther has changed he world
with so little change in Ha ovm

characicr over the scores of cen.
turies.

the Emperor became interested
in it. He spparently believed
that the village, itseH, had some
strange mystical significance.

In any case he had a grove

planted for  the worship In
which he believed Christ was

born.

The Grove of Adonis remain-
ed uniil the year 330 when Con-
siantine determined ¢€o eras»
what he*believed lo be a s57ri-
ous blasphemy.”The "grove was
taken down and a church built
on the sife.

Distinguishing Mark

Other Christian Churches amd
several monasteries followed un-
Lil now the distipguishing mark
of the village is the ebundance
of Christian institutions. Grad-
vally, until now they are Chris-
tion almost to a man, 5.

The final chapter in the his

]
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tory of the village came with
arrival of 5t. Jerome,’ Jerome
was determined to translate the
Bible inio Latin.

May your holiday be |

WILLIAM

FARM EQUIPMENT

filled with cheery gladness
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portant, humble men of Christ's
mission by making It clear thal
angels chose te reveal them-
sclves.

There [s, ton, a story to the
effoct that Chrnist, in fact, was
a descendant of David and of
Ruth. If true it would estahblish

ian interesting conlinuity both

in the history of the Bible and

The same scnse of securily
and of the fitness of Lhin[.:ﬁi
which runs through the Book:

David.

the history of Belhlchem

The records, do not, how-.
of Ruth seems to hava infecied!ever, confirm or deny the story.
\and, since Joseph and Mary'}
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“Here’s hoping your Christmas
Day-arrives just filled with all the

By
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‘happiness the season‘can bring.

MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF
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