; ,
PAGE B THURSDAY, DEC. 21st, 1957 THE GEORGETOWN HERALD

[ -

Season’s Greetings [ o "

Ongin Has
To our many wonderful customers, s . . '
we wish tha best of holidays. For REII“I““’ Slqnl icance
letting us serve you, our thanks. A . ministure =oo hanging

from a Lree may be a striking
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY sight, But setusily s omt of

NEW YEAR plage there. Like many othar

‘Bl Christmas symbols spd customs,

Orval & Norman e Cholbines Yois han & drog
ShEﬂ'S Gﬂfﬂgﬂ Nﬂﬂ’ﬂ‘ and spiritual signilicance.

When and where did Christ- When the Puritans reached New England, they brought
maa irees begin? Some zay the with ibem their dislike for any observance of Christmas
Christmas tree comes from the and levied fines on those who dared to celrbrate the holi-
socient Yula tree and pagan day. It was not until the nincteenth century (after many
fire customs. Bul this la mere German and Irish immigrants had arrived) that holiday
guessing and doesn't fit the celebrations really became popular in that part of the coun-

facts. try.

In the southern colonirs, Ingeandles and singing a  Christ.
h;:ﬂﬂ?;}“ﬁ:‘: ::iiﬂgi]:u: i:f; Virginia, for example, thers|mas hymn, they mnrchrfl !nt.n
bols from medieval days, the|Were gay gatherings of familicsfa siable, 'I_hus recalling Christ's
Paradise tree and the Christmasz and friends, with bountiful] humbie bhirthplaee. In "r Sou.
i feasis and gala balls by candle-|thwest people of Spanish and
light, and & began in Germany. g :

' light. The aristocralic planta-| Mexican ancestry staped  old

From the 11th century on, r*|tion owners carried on many of |holiday plays such as. .
ligious pleys used to be perfor-iyhe holiday traditions that had|‘Les Pastores’ and las Fos
med in churches or outside In|prevailed for centuries in  the|ades hrought here from
front of churches. One of the|home couniry. Often the slaves|Spain via Old Mexico. Scandi-
most popular of these ‘mystery|were not required 1o work as|naviad settiers in the Middle
plays’ as they were called, was|j,n0 as the yule log burned. |West. cherished their . native
the Paradise play. It told of the The Moravians who made|traditions as have their desern.
creation of man, the sin  olipomes in eastern colonies, be-jdants. Thercfore, our American
Adam and Eve, and their ex-|.,.cs of religious perseculion|Christmas is a most interesting
pulsion from Paradise. This|j. the 0Old World, continued |and unusual one, for it includes
play closed with the consolng{sy.ir  unusual custor.s. Onlvaried customs from faraway

promise of the coming Saviour.| e~y iymae eve, carrying lighted 'lands.
For this reason the Patradise sl B G B S

f;“ T tf:lml'lt.u in ?t?r“t?lt; I‘.Ellhj!"'l.’_'iﬁ. So, it is said, did the
e preparatory season
coming of Christ.

BROKE THE FRUIT Long before the- birth  of

In the play the garden of IH : Christ. Romans xchapged gifs
Eden was indicated by » fir T e G OV 'of laurel, olive and myrtie bran.
tree hung with =pples,, [rom = % rches. in conjunction with  the
which Eve broke the fruit and Saturnalia, a pagan festival

|
gave it to Adam to eat. This Giving gifts during the Christ !whjch accurred about the same

‘Paradise Tree' altracted the m.ut 5:;53: j,;\-fu'; !ﬂn; n!m::-'t:inw as Lhe presen! date of
attention of all onlookers, espe- i ol : |{.:hrmtmns.

. id - even become reckless and spend
aflzntlimnﬁ?:ﬂ un't;i: iaggw“ more than we should for & par-| The Druids of England and

ticular gift merely because it Northern Eurepe tied gifts on : - FRIENDS!
After a while the mystery|seems the ‘perfect’ item for a’ trees during the festival obser-
plays stopped, but people wan-lspecial individual. I ving the winler solstice. ' :
ted the Paradise tree and : : (aft giving today does nol
brought it into their homes d¢n gi:? ancient times :]lr_h"] places. v the form of appcasement -
Dec. 24th, the feast day in hop- BIVIng Was SOmMeUmes oM 4 o piects the spirit of kind- : ' ;
3 offer bes or of Adam and Eve. pu:lssdrj,vﬂrmadn pq;f:m;ﬁ T.Iﬂhhf"'lr“‘:l el hani Best W"IHI'IE‘H for a Christmas thats
: : iath an uletide gi of cloth- ™° ‘
 wnd sincere appreciation to _ But Dec. 24 was also Chrst| oo . witeer Tram their| 1 is 2 safe het that even thost both merrv and bountiful —
ﬁnﬂuf friends on this Blessed Chnistmas. 2 mas Eve. From ecarly times, 3| __ e ... who cry out that 'Christmas is {,' Al she fnlle
" S beautiful custom was practiced hecomif® too commercial’ have rovm all the InlKs ar
3t | ; on this day in all Christian| The Christroas crib which had their own special gift st
"+ i WE EXTEND A SINCERE THANK YOU countries. A candle called the|stood at the foot of the pyramid, — ' i
B YO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS ‘Christmas light’ was burned as|was now put under the tree.”  SUPERSTITIOUS PIE
' a symbol for Jesus Christ. the|The ‘star of Bethelehem' from  gayara] writers say that mince
' lizht of the world that starled|the top of the pryamid was now -

- e pir orizinaled 1n Germany —
TOWNE : shining at Bethlehem. fastened on the tree. Thus our ﬂ'hlh‘ ut;::‘::"i {Fﬂ‘-" that it's begin-
S %, modern Christmas tree was _... o | l..l in the annals of
3 - WOODEN 'FTHAHIIEF barn. ;::I::]r:ﬁ lrtL 1.1.:; h:wm'ﬂr an BOb G’Gd aﬂd Ed
In Germany the Christmas 2 : F

essential part of the Yuletide

B g candle used to be placed an top| Understanding the onigin of :
of a wooden pyramid-like strue-} the Christmas tree should Jive ceichration in frarl_v England. C ’d ’! :
; . : ture, adorned with glass balls| the parents a chance to gel in Ol4 supersitions held that a we

and tinsel. But soon the people|some religious teaching amidst any Ih*r-'*;llll :‘ru-“inlﬁ ‘E '3311 '"i't‘l‘:-'
R, i : . g : tons. . pir would be unlucky lor e RBER AND
; 8774331 noticed that the Paradise tree|all the Christmas preparations. . p : BILL BA
15 Main Street North itself was a beautiful and live|No child should have to spend cominz yrar Those who did ALL THE STAFF
)| pyramid. The next step was to| Christmas without learning the partake, wonld have the same
~ | 1ake the lights, glass balls and | religious meaning of his Christ-t number of happy months dur

—~ - 5w ) ; ind hat Our' ing the ¥rs = th mber
NEXT TUESDAY IS BOXING DAY  [loseiom e vooten o) o iihiamt o Loy o, f huoes 3 which b e o
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As are families,

SO 1S society.

If well ordered,
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they are the springs

from which go forth
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the streams of national

greatness and prospenty,

of civil order

and public happiness.

William Rescoe Thayer (1859-1923)
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