G eqrgéfawn and the Bell

Clamour for Phones Subsides
Future of Local Office inDoubt

Them is no dicectory [or 1088
available st present for Geor-
gelown, so figures are not av-
ailable for the year. The num-
ber of telophones in tGeorge-
town in 1880 was 19

In .an April, 1800 directory, it
fs learnad that 8 long distance
call between Georgetown and

Toronto whs 25 cents at  thal
" time for subscribers, and forly
cents for non-subscribers. (This
information was obtalned in an
- pld Hamilton and Dundas direc-
Lory). By November, 1880, there
were 17 telzphones in George-
town, two ol which were resid-
ential listings. The correspon-
ding total for 1821 was 23, for
1892, 25, and for 1883 (Novem-
ber) 27. There were still no
pumbers assigned.

November, 1804’5, George-
town directory shows 27 tels
phones, & of tham reridential.
This total was unchanged f{for
1895. Correspending statislics
for 1866, 1897 %nd 1888 are un-
obtainable from directorios,
gince no books are available for
these years. That, however,
does not mean thal information
regarding the telephone busia-
ess in Georgetown is & complete
blank for Lhese years. Records
show thet in 1887 Georgetown
had a ‘50 line standard’ switch-
board, and that in 1899 there
was a ‘Siandard metallic switch-
. board — 2 metallic way swilch

for the office.

POPULATION 15007

An Inspection of the offlce!
was made in December, 1880,
by A. T. Smith, then Disirict
Superintendent  (headquarters
in Toronto) and In his small
notebook. Mr. Smith noled that
Georgetown’s  population waa
1500 (a somewhal optimistic es-
timate) and that there were 21
-business telephones and two re
sidential ones and also one ‘DH'
or free instrumont (probably

nole hasg it that Jhe toial was 2
Take yvour choice! Unduuht?dly
there were 25 telephones listed
in November, 1888's telephone
idirectory (5 of them reslden
igl}) but one subscriber  may
have decided no to keep his In
strument belween then and the
day of Mr. Smith's wvisil. In
those days cvery single subseri-
ber was impuriant to the wel
fare of the Company.

Dy 1900 the situation had umn-
proved somewhal.
2R telephunes in Georgetown
according lo the November 18060
directorys- Numbers were now,
assigned and had been for 2
vear or two. Mr. Jacksan (titled
‘Local Manager® since BB
was still in charge of George

was lo remain in that. capacity
for a good many ycars yrl.

According (o the 180] census
Georgetown then had a popul
ation of 1313 (necarly 200 few-
er thapn Mr. Smith's estimatl,.
According to the July, 1801,
directory, a long distance «all
batween Georgetown and  Mon-
treal was 52,10 for a 3-minute
daytim+ e¢gll, and $1.05 for a 3-
minute conversalion at night.

51X HOME PHONES

Georgetown's November 1001
directory listed 34 telephones

ineluding 68 for residences. Al

the foot of the page apperared a
pithy and pertinent telephgne
advertisement reading: “Many
Valuable Moments are Saved
and Golden Opportunities Gai-
ned by the FREQUENT UBE
OF THE LONG DISTANCE TEL-
EPHONE.”

In late June, 1902 Mr. . C.:
Baker, Manager of the Onlarin
Deparment wrote Mr. Jackson
“In reference to enclosed con-
tract signed by Messrs. H.

Arnold & Sons please have date
of connection lilled in and re-

Mr. Jackson's). This would mean
that there were altogether 24

telephones, though an official
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turn mntract to this office at
once.” New business was  al-
ways gratifying news. However,

There woare,

town's telephone business, and

ONE OF A SERIES

a couple ol jetiers lo the Geor-
getown Local Manager from Mr.
Baker written In July indicate
that some subseflbers Were alv-!
ay behind in

growing bul still small office.
By the tlme November, 1502's
Georgetown direclory was prs
pared there were 36 telephones

idential. In an ecffort to drum
ip more residential .business
business the Company -~ printed
al- the foot of a page in this
dircctory an eye<atching ad
reading: .

“A TELEPHONE
At your RESIDENCE
i Is a Great Comfort
And Protects your Family
DAY and NIGHT™,

The year 18903 appears to have
been one of struggle for  the
Company from two small bits of
evidence discovercd in the prep-
aration of this exchange history.
On January 7ih, 1803, Mr. A. T.
Smith, District Superintendent
wrote to J. F. Gardner, Digtrict
Manager at Brantford inform-
ing him, among other things,
that 'Prposed Ouiside consiruc-
tjon at the following Agencles
has bheen postponed indefinite-
ly: Markdale, Ridzetown, Geor-
getown . . . "

EAGER FOR SUBSCRIBERS

And the following letter im-
plies @ more-than-usual eager-
ness to obtain new subscribers
!iﬂr Georgelown:

| 6th November, 1803

l.ocal Manager,
Grorpetown.
Dear Sir:

| in reply to yours of 5h In-
‘stant my Instructions are thal
in no case is more than fifteen
days’ free service to be given lo
new subscribers and then only
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Blake magneto w:ll lrlhph-nu Illt- this one were installed for Georgetown’s first sub-

scribars In T34,

ag & last resort lo secure
hesitaling subscriber. I you
can get any new ones on thoss
terms, we shall be glad to help
you with the instruments, eic,
as guickly as possible.

their pamanh.
which was bad news in a slowly |

in Georgetown, five of them res-

Yours Lruly,

Hugh C. Baker,
Manager.

September, 1803's, George
town directory had listed 38
telephones, five of them resl.
dential, and by April, 1804;
there were 38 (slx residemiall
telephonés "in the town, which
indicates & slight Increase. Te
improvement in business cop
tinued during the next few
months, for October, 1504's dir-
ectory lists 45 telephones, ten
of lhem belng residential ones.
Apparently the advertising done
in the directories was having
some effect at last

No sialistics are available [or
1805 and 1908 because George-
town dircctories are not avail
able for those years al present
During 1003 a long distance line
was constructed linking Hamil-
ton to Georgetown (2% miles of
poles, 3% plus 13 miles of

copper wire).

Improvements in the .wnritﬂ
- heltered transmission — is|
practically promised in = ‘brief|
nole from the Ontario Dept. Su-|
perintendent of Construction
dated January 7, 1807, It is ad-
dressed to A. T, Smith, Distrirt
Superintendent, Toronte: “Re-
plying to yours of 2nd and 4th
insts., 1 will see what I can do
in connection with the metal
lleing up of the lines” This
nole is headed “Georgetown
Construction.'

TIME CALLS

By April, 1807 (and 1:||!.‘1:l1:|n?|t'||13,||I
before, but direclories to con |
firm this arc lacking for 1903
and 1006} ‘Continuous Service
was heing given to Georgetown
subscribers, who, by-~lhe end
ol the year numbered 111
Numbers had been assigned to
telephone users in Georgelown
from 1888.

Early in

' | Almost Call-A-Day for
Ambulance in Nov.

Georgetown Volunteer Ambu-
lance Servie made 25 runs dur-
ing November according to fig-
ures released this week. Eleven
were clastified as emergencies.

1907, 1ct:urdmz 10

lip Georgelown.

Seventeen runs were to Geor-
getown and District Memorial
Hospital, while others were to
Princess Margaret Hospital,
South Peel Hospital, St. Mich:
pel's Hospital, Woodstock Hos
pital, Guolph Gencral, and Peel
Memorlal.

Taking duly were Logan Mac
Donald, Walter Leuenberger,
Dan Mossop, E4 Hall, Harry Eg-
glnk, Jim Bennetl, Jim Jenk-
ins, Paul Thompson, Lloyd

son, John Holden, George Sarg-
ent, Art Stamp, Bob Bradley,
Trevor Willlams, John Elliott,

v *L.»... Aisml i u* «| Tom Massena, Dick Foster, Hon

Ovenden, Dennis Wright, Harry
Stone, Bill French, Les Dicken-
son, Allan PBroadworth, Cyril
Engleby, Clarence Stephens,
Ace Railey, Bill MacDonald, Jim
Costigun, Lou Pankenin  and
Doug Herrington,

Sweezie, Peter Pew, Ted Burley
Ken Thompson, Waller Thomp-|

a|a jolting made In one of Mr,
Smith's notebooks, = caleuls
graph was Installed In the Geor-
gotown office to assure long
distance uscrs and telephone
people alike thot messages were
timed accurately to the Jast sec-
ond.

By the close of 1908 Lhers
were 132 chnphnnm In George-
town. E

A pencilled :nnﬂntiun [uurm
in the files of
Himtorical Collection snd dated
December 3rd, 1008 Indicates
that the Ashgrove Rural T2le
phone Assoclation, Hy Wilson,
Secretary and S. K. Ruddell,
President had leased to the Dell
Company, some circuits and
that they connected up with the}”
Georgelown office on or by
May 1st, 1808. They agreed —
‘“Ta build — line to Ashjrove
and points in Township of Es
guesing; to pay B. T. Co. & cents
per sub. sla. (not less than $23)
ete . . " It was apparently an
amicable and satisfactory agree-
ment to both parties having thls
connecting company's asubserib-
ers linked with those of the
Bell Company. By the end of
1908 there were- 168 telephones

(;:nnlinued next woek)
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When good
friends

the Telephone| s
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In 1967, the alm must be
an overall increase of 8%

in blood collections In or-
der to meet all require
ments of our new tech-
nology and incressed pop-
vistion, and a sizeable in-
crease In the number of
hospital beds.-
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> & Red Cross

“Blood Donor Clinic
'MONDAY, DEC “ﬂ'l 1967

1.30 to 4.00 snd 6.00 to 8.45 p.m.
' Holy Cross Church Auditorium

MAPLE AVENUE EAST, GEORGETOWN
AMPLE PARKING SPACE

‘New Donors Urgently Neaded - - - Age 18 to 43
New Donors Register a# Clinic.

TRANSPORTATION AHD BABY.-SITTING AT 'IHI CLINIC AVAILABLE YO DONORS
If required, phons Mrs R. H. Jones $77-3435. Pn Clinic Day Phone 877-9233.

PROTECT YOURSELF — YOUR FAMILY — YOUR COMMUNITY
GIVE BLOOD ON DECEMBER 11thl!

they mix with...

AMERICAH
DRY

GINGER ALE

Also available in
convenient 10 oz, cans

BOTTLING

Phone B877-2990

Attention "Home Owners’

Have a Snow Free Driveway This Winter . . .

We

Have a G-ond Supply of Snow Fence and Steel Posts

® Fresze-up Time

@ ICE SALT

MONTREAL

Ask about convenient departure

and return times

For information, phone the focal
CN Passenger Sales Office

CANADIAN NATIONAL

“PLEASE

We Deliver in Georgetown
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® WATER SOFTENER SALT
@ RABBIT PELLETS

on Hand — Call Us and Place You Order With Us Todayl

1= Almost Here @

For Your Other Winter Supplies Contact Us For . . ,

@ MASTER DOG & CAT FOOD @ KITTY LITTER

® WILD BIRD- FEED
@® SUNFLOWER SEED

NOTE”
on Mondays of Each Week.

Orders Must Be Placed With Us by 9 a.m. Each Monday
Morning !

<oilb g tull hine of
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MASTER | mns

(STEWARTTOWN)

R. R. 2, Georgetown

Disl 8773512

How should aman
give Coty to awoman?

Think about her for a moment. If she’s exciting, subtle,

aoll~woman . ..

Coty Emeraude is her perfume. Perhaps

she's eternally romantic, bubbling, ever gay. Then choose
Coty L'Aimant for her. Coty Christmas Gift Sets range
from $2.00 to $14.50. Dare you give her anything else?

12 MAJN STREET NORTH

KENTNER'S PHARMACY

877-2632

Your Savings Earn Good Interest at
Your Local Trust Company

CREDIT VALLEY

33 Mill Street
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1 to 5 YEAR
GUARANTEED
INVESTMENT
CERTIFICATES

Amounts $100 o $100,000

COME IN AND
ASK US ABOUT ITi

GEORGETOWN

B7T7-2286

JOHN A. EDGAR, Manager

NORTH HALTON ADVISORY BOARD
John T. Armitreng, Chairman; Reford Gardhouse, Maurice C. Baaty,

Michale Ledwith, John Gey, Dr. B. D. Young

HALTON & PEEL TRUST

& SAVINGS COMPANY

HEAD nFFIEE Oakville. OTHER BRANCH OFFICES: Brampton, Simcoc,

Burlington, Delhi, Cooksville, Milton . |
Assets under Administration exceed $75,000,000




