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. axcellence for business, the Driftwood Res-
taurant’ near Orillia would win it hands
down,

Driving north for the day, we_ had
noliced this charming spot on No 11 high-
awvay and noted its location, as we knew

- we would be passing it a! the supper hour.
. We stopped on our return trip, and
found it everything we expected, and
more. Food reasonably priced, delicious
‘and well served. There was a beautiful
view overlooking a valley with rustic tou-
ist-cabins- There were flowers inh prnfm-
fon and an aMractive patio.
' There was an adjoining service station
with tarvia pavement. It was spotless, not
. & trace of rubbish, and obviously had been

Ridiculous Decision

Although a threatened one week walk-
out of postal employees did not occur last
week, it should have.

The trouble arose when, after declar-
ing Monday, July 3rd a public holiday, the
federal government refused to grant a day
off at some other time to employees whose
nirmal day off came on the Monday.

In other words, a percentage of em-
ployees had the holiday while those who
by chance already had the Monday missed
out.

The decision was so patenty unfair
that we cannot imagine the thinking of the
department head who first made the decis-
.iun. nor the lack of consideration by all
officials up the line 1o the postmaster-gen-
eral, who refused to change their minds.

Why Rude the Ex?

The theatre seems to be fair game for
gniping. Time after time, wunflatering re-
wviews of attractions at the Royal Alex
and O'Keefe Centre appear in the news-
papers — shows which are playing at thea-
~fres -where millions of doliars have been
spent by private .individuals to keep the
legitimate theatre alive.

They harass visiting Broadway shows
with as much zeal as they attack local
productions by professional groups who
are providing the training to create the
riext generation of actors. And the power
of the press is so great that, almost invar-
jably, such criticism can create financial di-
saster for a theatrical production.

“* This year it was the turn of the Can-
adian National Exhibition.

Not only did the grandstand show
get a panning in the dailies., but the gen-
eral comments about the Ex itself
mostly unflattering.
©  Yet, as a spectator, we spent our day

Wers

i

well swept and scrubbed that day.
. While having dinner we have looked |
out the window and saw a young man bu-!
sy washing the car windshields of all the!'
restauran! patrons. A teal nice"e;clra,' 30 |
“we reciprocated by filling up with ges. |
The young man checked oil and water|
without being asked, added battery water |
and was so genuinel-',r_ obliging that we
were happy to give him a little tip for his|
trouvble. ) :
The business included all the things|
for which a businessman should strive, and !
reflected an attention to every little detail.!
OCbviously he gets u-plaﬁiure from operat-|
ing his business which is reflected In pat-|
ronage, for he was doing a brisk business;
that day.

The employees would have had one
hundied percent public support in their:
walkout, and it is still a matter which should!
not be dropped for the same situation will

" come up in the future and this is the time
fo declare a licy.

There aré much more important things
to argue about than one where the empio-|
yer is so patently wrong. Even at this late|
date, thé department would lose no face
if it said “Sorry, we were wrong,” and;
granted the disputed day off to those who!
missed out, !

City newsmen, particularly those who

don't
seem to know where therr bread is butter-
ed.

write for the entertaiment columns,

at ha Ex, enjoyed i1 tremendously, and:
thought the grandstand show, always good,
perhaps one of the bes! yet.

If these reviewers are so jaded that,
everything has to surpass the tops, then,
its timeé their jobs were given to penplel
who can sppreciate a musical, even if it is|
not as good as Oklahoma. ;

To compare the Ex, one of the world's’
greatest attractions, with Expo s unfair, |
unwarrarted and foolish. It is still a 1errifia:§
value for your money, an attraction which.
no other city can boast, and deserves only
accolades. I

Unless these writers begin to use some
common sense, they will be in the same:
position as the man who killed the goose.|
and there won't be any shows left to re-!
view. The Ex, the theatre, the movies,.
need every boast they can get. The review-.
ers have the power to help Toronto become
one of the continent’s top entertsinment,
centrés, or a cullural wasteland. :
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Older Than

Confederation Iltself
Centennial Year . . .

A TIME TO

r..

LOOK BACK ON THE

PAST AND AHEAD TO THE FUTURE

by Garflald H:GII_\rrl'f

As Georgetown Fair is to form the
selting for the town's Centennial celebra-
tion, it is fitting that some mention of the
history. of this organization should be ree
orded, not only for Pnntnrity. butl to give
tha newer residents of our town some know-
ledge of this timohonored institution.

The Esquesing Agriculiural = Society
which operated the fair uwp until this year
when the name was changed to George-
town Agricultural Society, is older than
Confederation itself. The {irst fair was held
in 1848. To commemorate their centennial
in 1946 a monument and flag pole was

-erected in Georgetown Park. given by the

Department of Agriculture for ong hun-
dred vears' contribution in the apricultural
field. It was the first pylon Lo b 2rected
in Western Ontario only [ive having been
erected in BEastern Ontario prior to that

date,

S0, it is enly fitting that as the far
celebrates its 121st exhibition, that  the
town should wanl! 1o celebrate Canada's
centenmial at the same Lime.

A PIONEER BEGINNING

As we endeavocr to trace Lthe lustory
of this organization, picture if vou can,
the pioncer farmers of the last century
who decided to organize for the [irst fall
fair and agricultural society. Much of this
country was still in a very primitive state,
the log cabin was still in evidence, espec-
ally farther to the west. There was not
a greal deal of cleared land, although the
more up-to-date and wealthier farmer had
progressed somewhat by this tme. Motor
cars and airplanes were unheard of, and
oxen teams were still in use on the farm.
We can picture some of the pioneers cameo
to that first mecting by oxen cart or at least
in a democrat,

OLD JOURNAL REPORTS

It s almost impossible to get a lrue
glimpse of proceeding at the first orgam-
zational mecting. Old-timers say 11 was
held in the old township hall &t Stewart-
town, and a! that time Stewartlown was a
thriving communily with a large number
of imhabitanls, taverns, stores and indus-
try. Government records do nol reach
back far enouyh from which to oblain in-
formation, but a paragraph from “Journal
and Transactions of the Board of Agricul-
tur> of Upper Canada, WVeol. 1, Toronto,
1856 eoxtract from county report, p. 327,
savs: “The townships of Nelson, Trafalzar
and Fsquesing have each societies csiab-
lished therein for some longth of time, and
from the exhibitions held dunng the sum-
mer in these fine townships, we can truly
say that their sgriculture is at present in
an advanced state.”™

As late as 1&3, pounds, shillings, and
pence were still in evidence. and a {urther
paragraph from the Journal reads as fol
lows: “P. 71—0One hundred and one mem-
bers; amount of subscriplions X246 gov-
grants £24: total receipls. including bal-
ance from previous vear L75, 15s, 6d: 1o-
tal disbursement in premiums and general -
expenses £62. 155, ':d. Balance 1in trous
urer's hands £13, 0s, 5':d.”

Then on Page 230 — “Esquesing, one
hundred and thirty-six members: amount
of subscripteins £36, 10s; balance from
1855, £13. 13s. 11'wd: share of public
Hs,
1112d: amount paid in premiums £52. 17,
6d; incidental cxpenses £14, 1s, 4l
balance in hand £17, 10s, 1d.”

While the first fair was held in 1844,
it was not until betwren 1864-68 that the
society asked that a charler be filed.

THE FIRST FAIR

It must have been an exciting day for
those piofiecer farmers as  they brought
their produce and livestock to Stewarttown
for the first exhibition.  We understanitd
the hall at Stewarltown was used for dis-
playing the wvegectables, grain, fruii, and
ladies’ work, while the fair -proprr look
place in Murray's ficld, behind the aold
schoolhouse on the top of the hill. There
were probably lines of hooked rugs, mitls
and socks as the women-falk veid for the
honours, as well as those delicous loaves
of homemade bread, buns and sausages that
are nclined to be conspicuous by their
absence at present day shows, as the mod-
ern cpoks go for the fancy pastry.

While records are meagre to subsian-
tiate our claims, we believe that one
Ahraham Secott, was the first president of
the society. Col. John Murray, grandfath-
er of the late J. C. Murray, a resident of
Stewarttown until his death a few years
ago, was the first secretaryreasurer. Mot
many have held the position of secretary
or sccretary-treasurer in the oane hundred
and twenty-ome years, hut we will deal
with some of these later in this story.

About 1B75 the fair was moved from
Stewarttown to Georgetown, and was held
in the Market Square, which was then vac-
ant land, bordered by Market, Church and
Faclary Streets. Factory St was changed
a decade ago to Park Ave. Then, as nol,
it was only a one dav fair and the sguare
was boarded in by an cight footl f{ence
along these streets for the fair. The old
drill hall that stood below the present li-
brary was uscd for display purposes.

The first show on the present grounds
in the Georgetown Park took place in 1885,
Around this time the fair, being a town-
ship fair, was held alternale years in Acton
and Georpetown, and it was not unti]l 1808
that the last fair was held in Acton by this
group. It was in 1907 that W. A. Wilson
became president, later becoming secre-
tarv, a position he held for over twenty-
five yecars. IL ix ironical that Mr. Wilsan's
five vears. 1t Is unique thal Mr. Wilson's
five years, It is of interest that Mr. ¥ilson's
niere, Mrs. George Lronside, is the prokent
secrotary of the Georgelown. Agricullural
Society.” .z

Joe Fi .‘;n of Acton was president in ¢
1908, ll:.i ohn Cunningham fa the year

1009. In 1907 the society organirzed the
first plowing match in the township, hold-
ing it on William Cleave's farm. It drew
considerable attention,

In 1046 when the Esquesing Seoclely
celobrated its centennial, we talked to two
of the oldest members at that time (both

art now doceased) and gleanpd much of

the history'of the fair. W. A. Wilson said
hie could remember his father showing a
Preston bay mare at Esquesing fair in
1879. W. J. Alexander had a good memory”
and could recall many of the early exhibi-
tors back in the carly 80's and B)’s.
Brain Bros. of the Morval distriet showed

—

oxen; imported Shorthorns were exhibited

by Thomas Boak: =~ Leicester sheep were
shown by Brain Bro% also; while Hehry
Ross was the first exhibitor of Holstein cat-
{le. John Brownridge was an outstanding
exhibitor of Yorkshire, Tamworth and
Berkshire pigs, and his early breeding of
registered swine has been carried on down
through the vears by his descendants, who
to this day hreed and export high quality
hogs. Thomas Brownridge and son Alan
of R. . 2, Georgetown, are still taking the
ribbons al the CNE and the Royal Winter
Fair in Toronto.

Road and carriage horses were the
pride of the early Jairs as they are today,
although not as plentiful as in {ormer years,
Around 1900 and previous, the names of
exhibitors still ring familiar, were John
Wrigglesworth, William Patlerson, Joscph
Brownrdge, William Fisher, Witliam Les-
lie, Sandy Waldie, Joseph Cotirell, W. Wil-
son, Henry Wilson, J. DL Orr, Neil Gillis,
J. 1. Clark, John McDonald, Dave Brooks,
Harrison Bros.,, Mark Given, D, L. Herbert,
Allan Devereaux, Hugh Morrison, Andy
Little, Aiken Dﬂ'l.-aunf Ashenhurst Bros.,
Fuller Bres., R. J. traham, John McKay,
Goodson Appelbe, James Nickell, Dr. H. A,
Heid, W. J. Alexander was ont of the early
cxhibitors of fancy poultry, a class that has
vanished from the fair the past few years.
The late C. E. Herrington, probably Canada‘s
foremost autherity on faney fowl and editor
of Feathor Fancier. a pouliry magazine at
the time of his death, started showing at
Georzelown Fair in 1908,

Some of the carly fairs that we can
remember were a far ery {rom those %of
todday.  Not that they did not have some
fine livestock shows, excellent hall exhibits
and outstanding harness  races, bul the
crowds were small in comparison; the town
had only about 2,000 people at 1hat time,
Harmess racing was the big sttraction. In
fact the sociely formed a drmving club-that
eponsored races on the 24th of May. The
midwnay didn*t sport the rides for the chil-
dren, bul there were many games of chanee,
and booths with taffy apples, pop corn
and horchound candy. We can remember
when the late Cy Kennedy, [ather of Mrs.
Jack Wilson of Main 5t used to travel
the fair circuit with his team and wazon
with goodies for the children.

I QFFICERS THROUGH THE YEARS

Many presidents  have captained the
ship throuzh its one hundred and twenty
vears. While all have made a fine effort
for the good of the fair, at least three
have stoeod out above others. The lats
Benjamin Pelch was popular in the early
205, while in later wears Craig Reid and
Harding Price did much 1o promole tho
fair and knit the board together.

While we don't have a complete record
of presidents prior to 1831 these men did
hold the top office before that time: J. B.
Bessey, George Tolten, Joe Flynn, John
Cunningham, W. A. Wilson, Thomas Mof-

—yit1, Al Claridge. Herb Cook, Alex Joe, Jim

Reid, J. A. Elliott, George Leslie, Henry
Wilson, Ed Huffman, Thomas Cook, Hume
Currie, W. C. Anthony.

It is interesting to nole that in the
36 years from 1331 10 1967 the socicly has
had only 16 presidents. In 1931 T. L. Leslie:
1932 Ed McWhirer; 1933-34-35 George Les-
he; 1836 James Fisher: 193738 T. 1.
Brownridge. 1939 Frank Petch; 19404142

Hzrb Cleave; 194344454647 Craiz Reid:

184849 John Bird; 1850-51 Nelson Rohin-
son;: 1952-53.54-55 Harding Prce: 1856-57
Spencer Wilson: 105859 Wilfrid Bird:
1904616263 Garfield McGilvray; 1964-8566
Ren Ella; 1967 Keith Webb.

_ We have no knowledge of the secretar-
105 or treasurers prior to 1931, excepl to
say that Perey Cleave took the {reasurer’s
pusition from the late 3. A. Tracey, and held
that position for over thirty-five years,
retiring in 1963, W. A Wilson was also
sceretary f[or over twenty-five years.

Secrrtances from 1931 to the present
included: W. A Wilson 1931-38: Osear
lerch 1839, Frank Peich 194042, Garfield
McGilvray  1943-1855; Trevor Williams
(soc.-lreas)  1056-1861;
smde 106267,

WHAT OF THE FUTURE

As the agriculiural society approaches
Canada's centennial ecelebration the diree-
tors are confident that future directors
and townspeople generally will raly
around and sec that this time honoured
institution will continue for many years 1o
COMM.

You ask why il has succeeded so well?
1t is dur to the hard work which succeed-
ing direclorates have put into each fair —

- @lways striving to make the next fair a

little better than the one before. If a ¢y 20

was offered [or the besl rural fair in Can--

ada today. we doubt if any finer cxample
could be found than that presented by
your own. One has anly to stand by the
grandstand, looking out over the crowds
of people and livestock: and turn and catch
the besuty of the grove of maples in their
autumn celors on all sides to realize that

we have a good thing hore for Canadians

and with a will, go on striving for a [air
that may eclipse those of the past in fur-
ther progress of agriculture and entertain-
ment for the community as a whole

Mrs. George Lron- §

-’ by Bill Smiley

THE EXPO TRAIL

Well, Expo is all they say ftilater, the old man is still limp-
is. It's fantastic and fabulousx,|ing, clutching his chest in the
| exhavating and expensive. It's region of his heart, and you
got everything from Saturday|can make him jump two feet
night in Hayfork Centre te a|straight up merely by utter-
round-the-world cruise in your|ing the word “pavillon.”
privaie yachi. '

: One way of gelling around

. It's true that the lineupsarc|smartly, saving time, and giv-
long at some of the pavilions, ing your dogs a rest is to hire
but you can easily get aroundia pedi-cab. This Is a rickshaw- -
ihis. Some people put on ajlvpe wvehicle propelled by 'a
walking cast and are ushered| vouth on a bicycle. Holds two,
to the head of the line. Others| And it's only 25 cenis a min-
use 3 wheelcheir. Or you c¢aniute. Come now, don't be so
buy a sailor suit. Visiting suﬂ*llr-hnnp. Normally, it costs ¥ou
ors march straight to the head! forly cents just to climb into a
of the line, wink. at the mirl taxi and the surly driver cowes
and walk in. -vou into tipping him for not

- helping you with your luggage,

— i

One chap | know spent two
hours in & lineup with no  One thing vou can say about
strain at all. We was organized Expo is thalt nowhere in the
He et up his folding stool, sat; world can vou get so much for
down, put on dark glasses to!so little. And so little for =o
make him think he was jn a much. The first applies to all
bar, and opened the quartsize| the wonderful free entertaine.
thermos . _of ltt-:nH'mlﬂinii'Jman the sighls .and sounds,
which hes  had pruﬂtnﬂvl'nm secand applies to  liquid
brought along. All about him: refreshment.
people were ‘cursing, fainting -
and wishing they were homa in  Many people feel it's a grest
bed. He killed the quart and pli:f *ihal‘ these i magnificent-
aaver did maks the. pavilion hl.lt'l:‘-itﬂg! shovld simply be de-
but he made a lot of life-long’ muolished when the falr ends.

friends when he shared his po- Some t!_';'mk_it would make a
tion, and still claims it was the fine university. Others believa

Hest ha was ever at. it could becoms 2 great inter-
l party 1 ) ) ‘netional centre  for tha
Another middle-aged Iriend,! exchange of ideas and cultures.

" whose only nermal exercise iS| §omething like the United Na-

. walking out to the car, went 10 tjons, without the scab-picking

+ Expo with his sor, fifteen. The and back-stabbing.

.hoy iy a fiend for organization® :

. and had a series of plans and  Montreal, which had the im-
timecharts worked out. They agimation and guts to create

' covered 57 pavilions in two the thing. will probably sal-

' days. Thoroughly. Three wecks' #ontinued on Page 5)

[BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

BARRAGER'S

Cleaners-Shirt Launderers

TR. 7-2279
18 Main 5. - 166 Guelph

All work done on premisas

CHIROPRACTOR

DONALD A. GAY, DC.
Appointments made
daily.
E Call TR 7340
30 Mill St. - Georgetown

FRANK PETCH
LICENSED AUCTIONEER

|
{

CHIROPRACTOR

Gerald -W. Corbett, D.C.

Open datly by
appontment

House ealls arranged
877-6611

11A Main 5t. North

Prompt Servies

P.O. Box 413
TR. 7-2B64. Georgetown

WALLACE
THOMPSON

WALKER - CURRIE 3rd Division Court

OPTOMETRISTS
12 Main St. S, Brampion
Phone 4514474
Hours: ® 2am. to 6 pm
Tucsday to Saturday

Friday 9@ am. to 9 p.m.
Evenings by Appointment

Clerk & Commisaioner

TR 729583

GEORGETOWN
ANIMAL CLINIC

106 Guelph Street
Dr. R. B. Gazkin

Clinic Open 6 - 8 p.m

MON.. WED, FRL

ROBERT R. Saturday - 9 » 11 am

HAMILTON
Optometrist

118 Mountainview '
Raad South
Carrelal Bldzg.

W. H. CARR

® Professional Engineer

@ Consulting Engineer

® Ontario Land Surveyor
Office: 877-2211
2773300 Home

For
Appointment

877-3%71

JOHN B. LOVE

ARCHITECT =
17 Chapel! 5t., Brampton
Commercial, Industrial
and Institutional
Buildings
477-3032 451-9345

OPTOMETRIST

L M. Brown O.D.

35 Mill 5

For Appoinitments phone
R77-3671

 MONUMENTS

POLLOCK & CAMPEBELL
DESIGNS ON REQUEST

Inspect our work in
Greenwood Cemetery

SENERAL

INSURANCE

i AN TR ST
B EFT-RATY

1 BERT
877-3374

arsnadY aww

H. Fober! Real Estate Ltd

PHONE &21.7580
62 Water Street North

GALT

ALFRED R. !‘;F:EHCE.
| LICENSED
| AUCTIONEER

i} P. A System for Rent ALUMINUM SIDING,
: 877-3306

; ' |  WINDOWS & DOORS

Koller Construction

Is, Now Installing

i Free estimates,
ANl Work Guaranteed
 CALL 7902 -o

B

 —With schools open again, |
| motorists should use extra care.
| and watch for children, partic|
ulanly in school z0ne arcay, |




