Two Hundred Hlstorlc Limehouse Acres
Acquired by Conservation Authority

Mackenzio in his atlempt to
overthrow the government and
seoxie trom lthe Empice.

A farmer, Allan MacPLerson,
who lived south of Limehouse,
was ohe of Mackenzie's lleuten-
ards and; in his fight from the
authorities, waz hidden in the
hame of Joseph Standish where
ithe first township council met
in 1521

candidate. Newspaper accounts
of the- following celebrations
show that for at least one
night the Temperance workers
definltely Inrgul‘. their princi-
pies.

- History, which dates back to the early 1800's in the
quiet village of Limehouse, may repeat itself if plans of the
Credit Valley Conservation Authority are carntd o comple-
tion in the next faw years.

The Auﬂ'mnt'-,r has acquired approximafely 200 acres
‘in the edge of the village containing the remains of the
thriving limestone industrywhith originaly created the
area. : :

$cots Preshylerians

Religion played an imporiant
part in the lives of the early
settlers, as it did across the
countrv. In Limencuse in 1832
John Meredith deeded two acres
for two pounds ten shillings
to the Cawinivac Jresoyleriug |
Church. Thia provided a  site
for a church and cemetery, for
many of the early settlers were
Scots.

A church was not erected
there until 1861, and then as a:

Limestone is still quarried near neighbouring Acton but

.-the quarries at Llimehouse are long since quiet spots over-
. grown with sumac, weeds and cedar. Picturesque stone
kilns are the monument!s to past activity - and the Black
Creek chatlers rhruugh an open cut where once a mill stood.

 Until. 1805 the 1and belonged ers of wood and drawers ol
to the Mississauga Indians. as. water' for ‘Thy own. appoinled
.. much of the Credit River Water- people,’ the Scoitish nghlmd
~ shed did at one time. AL the ers.
press of settlers increased,:
-government of Upper Cannda
‘purchased what is now Esques..
ing Township from the Indians.,

During the dl Mr. Standish
searched for rebkls and at night
talked long hours with Mr. Mac-
| Pherson ebowt the political sit-|
wation in Upper Canada. In suec-
coeding years, when asked why
he had hidden the man, Mr,
| Standish exhibited the profound
'logic of our ploneering ances-:
tors when he said, “MacPher-iresult of a combined effort by
have done the same|the Presbyterians, Episcopalians| .
and PEpiscopal Methodists. In
the years before residents at-
tended church at Boston or Ac-
ton, local Presbyterians note
with pride that although the
founding of Georgetown con-,

First settier jn the Limehouse
arca was Adam Stull who ob-| wuul 3
taincd a Crown Deed to Lot 597

During the next 14 years George: 22, Concession 6 in 1820. The|for me.

Bh& Emﬂvﬂd thl.'* Iﬂwnqhiﬁlfjﬁ‘l Tﬂﬂlstﬂrﬂd pl"l‘-"&tt" Eﬂlﬂ !tl Fnr man}r ‘j'l:EI'S Lhﬂ pmpl:
. mnd after 1819 seltlers pushed Limehouse was from ‘Mr. Stull lof this area continued to be
" into the newly ooened land. A in 1841 to Ninian Lindsay who | myoderately radical in their pol-
. wily Highlander, Mr. Black’s ef- ‘started the lime industry there. jijcal views. After Halton Coyn-

ficiency was matched only by 'ty separated from Wentworth| . ooiions predates that  of|

his fierce national pride and, _ lins 1804, John White. a Liberal,/'yimahouse, the Limehouse!
religious zeal. A story is told: -Settlers i the northern sec-,was MP almost continually Inriwﬂmnﬁ sponsored

“"#f Mr. Black who as lay prea-:tion of the township were gen-'20 years. In 1873, however, :-hﬁ?ﬂrﬂt similar congregation
eber of the local Présbyterians,' ‘crally sympathetic to the griev-|citizens of Limehouse, following| qo i oetown.

1ed his flock in copious prayers ances of the rebels led by Wil-jthe prevailing obsession, voted

ending each with the request liom Lyon Mackenzie in 1837,}against Mr. White and elected
- §hat the local Irish remain ‘hew- but were not prepared to joinian Independent .Temperance

_,._...m..,_:_ ,“.'F---g Wﬁ%..-_:f‘ ;
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Esq uuiinu Politics

the |
at

First Msthodists

In 1878 a Mr. Gowdy Sr. deed-

ed the land for a loca] _ Meth-

LA RN ARG W R % lodist Church. George Grant

b A I, p¥esinydy S0SED | built the church with the help

¥ w1 Pt e T g Charles and Sam Meredith.

e 2408 i They built well for the building

' B9 bre gtill used as the Limehouse

hX Memorial Hall. Rev. John Lynch

was the first Methodist minis-
‘ltr

" The

1
villaze of lethnusl:

grew slowly. Building lots were !
nat mwe;ed unlil 1855.58 and
by 1881 there were only 17
registered Hn&wntrs in the:
village. Prior to 1840 the arez
went by lot and concession
pumber: then it became the
village of Fountain Gr~~n. This
pame remained until 1857 when
the Post Office Dent. rename i!
Limehouse and opened the first |
Post Olfice in the village.

First Railway

Grand Trunk Raiiway now the |
\ . ! LT o ] s TR ICS D Al s e CNR, pushed a line through a
b ] A I"'Ei;__ by - - _.--, :!-:Z_ IE - o ‘ :- -_ ’:‘-E '.I. e 143 s ﬂl hllﬂEd in 1he Hmﬂtﬂne,
' TS TRELEY 5 Vaghon ol - . L T e 2 i) %2 | During the construction a tem-
l P

“a: | porary settlement of 200 wor-'
kers and their families lived atj

LOOKING LKE SEVERAL oddly-constructed beehives, these kilns provided employment |[Limehouse. One of the local

—for ‘more than 100 men when this picture was taken about 1900. Limesione was blas- Tegends tells of a construction;

4ed from the nearby quarry and drawn to the kilns by horse and wagon. Here 1t was

"fired into lime for uses in early Ontario.

worker, a liitle worse for an af-
ternooon on the tavern, who

: sat on a keg of powder and lit
e . e L e o e b v e enem s s ceve=y o he fuse, blowing himself to the
M3 top of the cut. He must have
survived the accident for there
is no report of z fatelity.

In the late 1800's Limehouse
was a booming commumity with|
- at least three hotels, three sto-
ires, lwo guarries, several mills
1.:!1;1 a prospering lime indus-,
| try. During the building of the;

| the kiln's
stoné would be placed on top of

In 1856 the main line of the g

| railway a hotel was operated in
the Mitchell residence on tht|
fifth concession. In 1871 Miles|
McDonnell operated the Lime-!
house Ina and a third hotel u.n|
built b Thom=s Fraser The vil.|

lage blacksmith: the first was
Robert Ford, was an important
individual in pioneering days.

Milling provided employment’

for many citizens. At least lhrc-e,

mills were in exisience on
|Hhck Creek between Lhe

|mill pond,

. sion, and the railway. One mill
P produced water-lime for cem-
‘ent for all the railroad bridzes. !
"This mill later became a lum- |
ber and grist mill. In 1852 John
Newton built his woollen milll
wiich was known evcntualiy|
as the Bmpire Blanket Compa-

% ' ny. Raw materials from logal
CRUMBLING REMAINS of a once-thriving in dustry stand beside the CNR tracks west of |sources were used and pl}fmcnll
Georgetown a! Limehouse. These kilns where Jimestone was fired gave Limehouse its |in many cases was made in
name. blankets.

. ' . In 1872, a fire-proof paint in-

o . . y iR T it "dustry began under the dln::l

tion of Meikle, Newton and|

. Company. James Newton, eld-

‘est son of the founder, became

sole owner of the business. Blue

and red clays were extracted

from Lot 22, Concession 7, Es-

quesing Township, directly

south-east of the Limehouse Un-

| ion or Presbyterian Church. The|

six colors produced were ex-|

!pnrled to the United bSlates,
'Greal Britain and Australia.

Local Product Bast

Arcording to an article in the
Acton Free Press on May 20th,
1030, Beardmorer and Company
i wished {o repain. their build-
ings one spring. Samples were
obtained from several compan-
jea and the final decision was
to order the paint from Phila-
delphiz. When the order

uldl
which Eﬂtﬂﬂﬁd]
inorthwest to the fifth conces-|

I

~In--1883-{ire—siruck—and d

stroyed both the woollen mill
and the paint and Tumber mill.
TFor a time it was feared™ the
whole village would burm bat
lhe rapid arrival of the horse-
jdraevn {ire engiod Srom Geor:
getown saved it. Lack of suffi-

—Photos by Joan Rallings

‘BLASTING POWER for the quarr-,r was kept in this limestone powder house between
kilns and the quarry. " Each stone .is beyed -1o the next and no mortar was used. Still

'wt!‘l preserved after more than 70 years, it shows the wnrkmunsh:p‘af bygone days.
T

mills marked the beginning of
the end for the village.

On the property south of the
tracks, now owned by the Cre-
dit Valley Conservation Author-
ity, . there remains seven sel
kilns and a drawn kiln. Lime-
stone was taken from the quar-
ry west of these kilns and
drawn from there to the kilns
by horse and eart. Besides the
kilns, there is a, limestone
powder house and the founda-
tion of the old water-lime mill
which was torn down. At the
height of production in the
lﬂﬂpﬁ and 90s the kilns were
aperating 24 hours avday, em-
ployed 100 men and produced
about 70,000 bushels of lump

i lime and 60,000 barrels u! wal-

er-lime per year.
v . Processing Lime’

Mention has been made of the
kilnz where limestone rock was
‘cooked’ to produce lime. The
set kilns were short, squat struc-
tures. Several cords of wood
were placed {rom the top into
mouth. Then lime-
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the wood, covered ‘ﬂth blue

stone .cooked for five or - six
days. When the process was

of the fire hole in the bottom,

A draw kiln was far more ef-
ficlent. Wood was placed in this
type through fire holes at eith-
er side to the level of the grate
which separated the wood from
the—limestone—The—stone—was
placed in from the tep. The
cooking took about three days
and after that lump lime could
be drawn away about every five
or six hours. Local wood - was
used at first’ to fire these kilns
but eventually had to be im-
ported into the area,

’ The entire lime operation cea-

largely due to the danger of
blasting in the confined area.
One drill hole may still be seen
on top of the quarry wall. With
the ceasing of lime operations
the last large irfdustry ended dn
Limehouse. The village then re-
ceded Lo its presemt: quiet, rural
atmosphere. | .

G. 8. Goodhew compiled-
history of Limehouse several
years ago and the author wish-
es to acknowledge the research
done by Mr. Goodhew.
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filled fromn the United States it
bore the inscriplion “Manufec.
tured by J. Newton, Limehouse,
Canada.” An English settier In
Limebouse had the same ex-|
perience when ordering paint
from England.
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Therapies and special prosthetic equipment help to rehabili
tate youngsters like this little fellow being assisted by the
skilled therapist. Many children in this province have been -
disabled through accident around the home or on the busy

| highways, but regardless of the cause, the Ontario Society

for Crippled Children and the local Easter Seal club will be-
able to help where needed because of generous dunanm:
to the annual EasteggSeal appeal . . . .

Suppor! the local appeal with a generous gift today
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