S =

@ = & ¢ 0 0 F o d &b 4

L 3

Ma] or
NATO
Problem

IMDDH {EP‘.I ‘— . A spenlor
Britlm officer estimales that

Nocth - Atlantke aliies maks
about 100000 flights over
French air space a year and
says denisl of such air space
would presept NATO with “'very
considerable ' problems in  war
. and {o peace.

- France has withdrewn from
NATO's integrated military
commrand and has ordered Can-
ada and .the United States to

‘close thelr Freoch bases and |
move ckewhere. On March 31

‘the Rags wil be lowered at
NATO
at Castesu, pear Brussels. _-'" _

The mos! serfous #opHeation

. of the French withdrawal from

NATO command Hes in the po-
fitical and financial fleids, says
- Brig. Eenpeth Hunt, unid re-
cently a senmior British adviser
. on the NATO councd. Since
'Western defence resls on for-
ward action zlong the Germin
grontier, the loss of French Jand
as a fleld for NATO army ma-
notovres constitutes no grnt
hardship.

AIRBIIIDEEHEEBED
"« But Fraonce is “of real valus
as 4 land and air hridge be-

twean the central and southern |

fromts and Uf transt or overily-
ing and landing rights are de-
nied, the loss woudd be & serious
one,” Hunt says in an analysis
published by the British Inst-
tute for Strategic Studles. The
ipstibote is an independent or-
ga.ni:lthn beaded by Alasialr
Buchen, third son of the lals
‘Lord Tweedsmmir, Governor-
General of Canada firom 1535 lo
1940, -

“Though no asuch denial Ia
menticoed in any of the deck
sions announced by France,
regulaticns controfling both na-
ooal and NATO overflight
have since been mare closely
enforced and so the possibility
must "be considered.”

The {wo divisions France had |

amignad to NATO had pot been
the best equipped and since
eye with berallies on how West-
France had pever seen eye io
e defence should dbe con-
dooted, there was always doubt
whether these dlvisions would
really be available in & pinch.
. Bot French zir forces are a
different maltter. The loas of
these 450 alreraft and 239,000
men to NATO |3 mors serioulf,
_Brig, Bun: eays. By common
consent, the waining and equip-
mant of this aszignsd fores
oommpared favorably with those
of other NATO air forces.

COULD SPLIT FRONT

As for French air space, this

hag been used by the other

NATO ailles ‘“{o the tone of
wat 100,000 Bighis a year and

some counmiries make much vse

of it for mationsd fHghts. ™

The denial of French land and
alr space could—along with
- Anstrian and Swiss neutrality—
sgiit the NATO froot into two,
Brig. Hunt saya. -

“Indeed, it has been argued

that it might warrant the set- |~

g ~op of two  soparats
mands, It would make i lmpos-
sible (o0 mova reinforcements of
supplies from the centre to the

southern Oank or Lo the centre |
itself, except by far less suila-

I:ﬂurmlmthrurghlhe:ﬂn-
gested areas of the Bebelux

countries and of the Federal

Repahlic {Germany).™

Brig. 'Huot suggests thal per- :

. haps some of the adlies could
work out a bilateral deal with
France, o exchange use Of adr
space, particularly since opera-
tion and refuelling of the
Freoch nuelear force de [rappe

require non - French
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