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Toys Like The Real Thing" |
F avounfes Today, Says Expert

You will not find ome profes-
sional child pyschologist on the
staff of the biggest toy making
firms in ghe world. Only business-
men andftechnicians. Yet, in spite
of this — maybe because of it —
they. have built up a multi-mitlion
dollar organization on the basis of
knowing what plcasés a chlld‘
mind, |

And what dnes please a cl'.uld‘
mind? Experience with my own
two small sons supggests it is a
home-made bow and arrow, rather
than a shiny chrome-plated bicyele,
a saucepan and spoon, used as
kettledrum, rather than a toy dog
that goes ‘woof' when you squeeze
it.

But Mr. Graeme Lines, who has
been ‘brought up' in toys and has
spent his life selling them, has no
time for the saucepanp and spoon
theory. “Realism,” he says, “That
is what they want. Thé more like
the real thing the toy is, the bet-
ter they like it.

True or fa]se’\Well Mr..Lines'
family hasn't built up lherwnr]ds
biggest loy firm on a falsehood

- And their toys are so like the real

thing thal, to my mind, many of
them are hardly toys at all but col-
lectors’ items.

Coentent, Not Fooled
“A child,Y says Mr. Lines, “is

above ‘all, a realist. So long as
the only toy car was'a piece of

bent melal with four wheels on it ! 1¢S5 10y makers reproduce them

he was content. But he wasn't
fooled. What was good enough for
us in our childhood isn't good en-
ough for our sons and daughters.
They know there are toys just like
the real thing and they arc satis
fied with nothing less”

But here it is necessary to make
a sharp distinction between toys
and novelties. The essential difl-
erence is that toys don't change

h, no they don’'t!) but novelties
are here today and gone tomor-
row. How many children "of today
have ever seen a yo-yo? It enjoy-
ed a phenomenal popularity at a
stage of my childhood, yet now
I wouldn't know which way up to
told gne. It “was a novelty; a
craze one moment, forgotten

next.
Teddy Bear

But toys are different.

Toys
don’t change.

I could not sleep

88 a child unless my teddy beay)

was tucked up beside me in bed:;
neither can my two small sons.
But my teddy bear was a very in-
ferior article compared with theirs.
—f course you might say, a ted-
dy bear is an exception, and, in
any case, it is comparatively m:ui
ern. But dolls, which, after all
are toy replicas of li'.r:ng creatures,
just as teddy bears are — are as
old as history. Earliest man car-
ved crude wooden dolls to keep
his offspring happy.

Nowadays, a doll is made of
vynol which feels uncannily like
human flesh, her hair is made of
nylon, and she is mass produced
by modern industrial methods. For
the super-realist child there are
dolls that walk and talk (with the
aid of a tiny concealed phonograph
record) and even take a bottle,
with inevitable consequences.

But the point is that, basically,
dolls haven't changed in a thous-
and years. Today they are more
like the real thing, they are more
h;,rgemc But they are still dolls,

Unchanged

Look through a toy catalogue
and see how many things in it are
really new. There, prominently, is
the rocking horse, unchanged in
appearance and purpose, but made
of new meaterials. Doll’'s prams,
too; beautifully-finished and well-
sprung replicas of mother's, infin-
itely superior to the contraptions
our grandmothers delighted in
when they were children. But dolls
prams, for all that.

And so on through the catal
_bgue, doll's houses, with all the

the |
Ij-uueverthmmht of the amount of |

 Asthorized as Secend Class Mall
Post Offics Dapt., Olewe

furniture to go with them, fortres
ses with their garrisons ol lead
soldiers. And, uf course, humming
tops.

And they are the e toys you
played with as a chdd" Certainly
the are but with a differvnce. The
dell’s house is now a neat, subur-

n detached villa and its litiings

clude a television set and wash-
ing machine. The [ortress has
hardly changedl at all in appear-
ance, but the soldiers who man it
carry modern weapons of dggtruc
tion..

Guiding _Prin:ip-'l‘-“

But best of all I Ii!:,'ed the mak-
er's description of the modern
humming tops. It had individual-
ly tuned vibro-brass reeds, preci
sion built gearbox, nylon gears lo
suppress gearbox hum, pressed
steel case and other up-to-date won-
ders. The old-type top that had
one note, rising to an earsplitting
scream as you bore down on the
spiral winder, is definitely out. We
now have tops with triple change
four-note chords, whatever they
might be.

important group of toys to the last
because these bring up another of
Mr. Lines' guiding principles

“Toys.,” he says, “are a reflec
tion of history through the ages™
And, by that, he means that as fast
as scientists develop new mach !

in miniature for the current gen
eration of half-pint realists

And nowhere has this been more
evident that in that vast range of
toys that, for want of a  belter
term, I shall call transporia-
tion toys. Grandfather might have
been content to gallop around on
a hobby horse that bore, in his im-
agination, some resemhlance to
great-grandfather’s redl live horse.
But your child and my child want
to pedal around in comfort in a
toy car that might be the real
thing looked at through the wrong
end of a telescope. The principle

is the same; only the vehicle has
changed

Competitive Industry

And, of course, technique. Have

research and experience that went
into the 2"x1" model car that your
child might at this very moment
be showing off to the kids next
door? The first thing about it
is that it almost certainly looks
just hl:e the real thing that you
saw in the car show-room in town
only the other day. That is because
the toy industry is one of the most
competitive businesses in the world
50 the maker of the toy car started
to plan his prototype the moment
the real thing was first shown to
the public. Car makers co-oper-
ate with the toy industry by sup
plying original blue prints from
i Wwhich the toy designer works. The
resull: a scale model, perfect in
every detail.

That is all very well as far as it
goes, but the trouble is it only goes
when you push it. What our mo-
dern child wants is a car that
not only looks like the real thing.
But one ﬂut he can gel inlo and
drive.

The toy mbkers' business_is not
only o see that he gets what he
wanls but that he gets it even be |
fore he knows he wahts it. Antici-
pating “wants” before they are
eveén formed in the child’s mind is
what Mr. Lines calls “know-how ™
And it pays = because the firm|
FI‘ I:hich he is a member leads the
ield.

“You'd Never Guass

“You'd never guess it.” says Mr
Lines, “but we spend just as much
time figuring whether our newest
toy car will be flitted with a2 horn
and electiric lights as the car des-
igner himself spends huddled over
his drawing
whether his latest model
be fitted with

should
automatic drive.

I have deliberately left lheﬁmnsli -

| g‘-llluu in your

-t

heart, joy

in your home and geed sheer
wlmr; you go...all these we

wish .rfor you, this holiday season.
May the Yuletide be one you'll

Jong and bappily rememben
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Sunshine Club Prepa
Candy for Xmas Concert

Bags ul candy for the Chrlist-.
filled st the 5
December meeting of the-

ded and  Mrs. Jim Emmerson's
sroup was in charge of the pm-
aram.

The election of .officers will be
held at the Jnnuury mecting at the
chiurch and a visiting project was
announced for the New Yéar. Roll
ca.l-and minutes were read -'hj'
Mrs. Ren McCosh and the treasur- -
er’s report was given by Mrs. J—:
Emmerson, A letter was received :
from Mrs., Graham Porter, in New- -
foundland, L{{prmer member
Lhe group.

Mrs. J. Emmerson conducted the
devotions and read an interesting :

Norton read the Scripture and pra-
yer was conducted by Mrs. Donald ;

| Livingsione. Christmas hymns wem

A

And, like him, when we reach a2
decision, we treat our plans as top
secrel. Why,
are olber toy makers who would
give their eye leeth for a look at
our designs for future production!™

do you know there

And what is the resull of all

this? It is a car that is fitted not
only with electric lights and
harn. but windscreen-wipers

raddio (actually a music box) too.
It 5 a police squad car, complete
with siren; a3 dump trwck that car-
ries, and actually dumps sand
15 a tow truck with a winch thal

=orks: a fire engine with ladder
board purzling over| ,nd bell

a
and

It is a racing car and a

tractor. a jeep and a special de-
luxe job with shaftdrive and two.
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¢ Nme Beautiful Colour Photos ..

Will be given as prizes for the best Exterior
. Decorating of Georgetown Homes

Decorate Georgetown for Christmas

THREE PRIZES IN EACH OF THREE TOWN T0ONES
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year {ransmission.

But if children are realists, so
are their parents. And the par-
enl’s realism is usually in the form
of a simple question: “"How much
does il cost?”

Well, of course, there are cheap
toys and expensive toys. Fortun:
ately, a child usually find the for-
mer as acceplable as the latler.
Realist or not, he draws copious
ly on his imagination to supply
the details that the designer has
omitted or Mom and Dad couldn’t
"afford. (Incidentally, where is the
mechanical substitute for that
nerve-wracking “brr-brr-brrr™ that
makes up for the missing power
unit?

Better Judges

But, like it or not, you can't
separate toys and money. People
heing what they are, they usually
spend a little more than they can
afford for their children’s
Grownups are belter judges of
qualily than children and Lhey will
naturally make the *“best buy."”,
which usually means spending a
little more than they had planned.
But cost doesn’t interest children.
They will have just as much fun
with a toy aeroplagne that shoots
out of a catapull as wilh one thatl
is radio-controlled.

The plain [act is, however, that
it isn't the rith man's children
who have the most expensive loys.
Working class families, 1 am told,
spend more per head on toys than
the people whose es are list-
ed in the social register. But there
is-the exception — I like to pic
ture him as a successful bookmaker
| or g sheik living on oil royalties —
-whose only criterion of value is
money.

For hi[n (hardly for his child),
one British oy manufacturer has

o

produced a replica of a grand prix
racing car that is driven by batlery

1'1' L

r— 5
—

toys.

and looks for all the world like IL

slightly smaller version of the real
thing. I won't waste time deserib
ing it because I am sure you won't
be templed lo buy one, but gcan
tel you, if you are interested, /that
in Britain is costs £110 plus ano-
ther £10 for the batlery. So far,
200 of them have been ordered,
which surprised the manufacturer
who produced il as a special ex-
hibition showpiece — almost as
much as il surprises me.

Your child ‘may not be among
the 200 speeding along at eight
miles an hour in an electric rae-
ing car, but this I am certain of:
he will be the happiest child on
ecarth with whatever you buy
him. That s whal is so nice
about children.

Elect Irwin Noble
Masonic Principal

Ex. Comp. Irwin G. Noble will
succeed Ex. Comp. Charliec Ren-
wick as First Principal when the

i? FI.OWERS |

FOR ALL

Cut Flowers and Funersl
Dasign: RE

32 Albert 51, — TR-Z-2952
"We Wire Flowers™

Halton Chapter No. 234 officers
are ingtalled on January Jist. Mr.
Noble was slocted to the office on
Wednesday, Dec. 1Tth when the
chapter held regular convocation
in the Masonic Temple.

Other officers for 1959 are 2nd
Principal, Ex. Comp. Jobn T. Arm-
strong; 3rd Principal, Companion
Sam Penrice; Scribe E, Ex Comp.
Jack Addy; 'Ireuurer, Comp. Ed
Wilson; PS, Comp. Bev Moody; SN
Comp. William Kinrade; SS, Comp.
John Gunn; JS, Comp. George Si-
vill, Sentinel, Comp. Ed Hall

Master of the 4th Veil, Comp.
Bernard Dunning; Master of e
3rd Veil, Comp. Gordon Harley;
Master of the 2nd Veil, Comp.
Thomas Niven; Master of the Ist
Veil, Comp. Victor Gunn. The
January installation will be con-

at the piano.,
Mrs. Hancock conducled gamﬂ
and refreshments were served by

Emmerson, A. Norton, D. Hancock, -
D. megs"lﬂne John Emmer-.

son and E}Hiam Cumpsty,

the group in charge: Mesdames J. :
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Be of good cheer and.
have a happy holiday
full of the wonderful
* things that come each
yoar at Christmas. .

M. W.
SOMERVILLE

IMPERIAL ESSO
FRURNACE OlL

ducted by Rt. Ex. Comp. George
C. Brown.
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ZEnith 6-7200

(across from Dominion Seed House) |
TRiangle 7-2823

.. CHINESE FOOD SPECIALTIES . ..

TAKE-QUT SERVICE

When I Comes To

FINE FOOD AND SERVICE

Comes To Usl

Famrb' Dinners

WELLINGTON CAFE |
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shine Club of Firs{ Baptist chuirch - *ﬂ
held in the sunday sthoo! rooms ii_
on Tucsday, Dee. 16th. ,The presk - -3
Jent, Mrs. Donald Hancock, prui- ' =-=
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account of Christmas. Mrs. Albert: A% ¥
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sung wilh Miss Norma Thompson J
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