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. Joins in

Conservative Filibuster

Sybil Bannett, Q.C, MLP,
-rﬁwmnuu'tw
aimsd at abolishing extension of the
Delenca Production Aet when 3be
spoke in the House of Commons &t
some leagth on June 28th

mcmmﬂ::mpuﬂlumt
strong fight to swesplng au
1Liu;r*:llﬂdtheuhlnﬂ'mdm1em
Preduction Minister C. D. Howe un-

der the act, with Oppasition Lesder -

George Drew in charge of the cam-
Mondsy they  won.their paint and

the fhilibaster ended when the gov-

- egnment limited power of the act Lo

whres year period . -
FYor the benelit of her conslituents
here, Miss Rennett's remarks are quo-

ied in full from Il:nn:d-
L)

Mr. Speaker, the minister will have
to wait a few fainules yet 1 have lls-
tepad to. this debste. ] know a greal
deal bas beep sald A grest daal hia
been 1aid in reiteration, but, Mr. Spes
ker, thé repson 1 want to join in this

debate is that “the issue before un =~

the very principle of thils Lill, gosa
to the very heart, to the very root, lo
ths very being of our coastitution snd

" of our {rea pariiamentary system - |

want o say this to you, Mr. Speaker,
Every man and woman elsriad Lo Lhis
house under our frea parliameatary
system should be speaking, should be
raising their voices and asbould have
something to say in the defence of
our constitution and of our parliam-
enlary system which we have had for

set for centuries. It
was only about 300 or 400 years ago,
which is a very short time actually i1n
our history, that our forefathers stood
in the mother of - parliaments and

fought this particulsr ilssue, the very

principles that we are coasidering in
this bill today. Therefore | say, Mr.
Speaker, that every hon. mamber el
ectsd by the free will and the free
vole of the paople this nstion
should be speaking to upbeold and to
extend the bulwarks of the free and
magnificent institutions that we have
enjoyed for cenluriea. .

It is not a mitter of the minlster,
nur s it 3 matter so much of this bill
snd other bills. This bill is similar
to other bills. Every hill that comes
before this houses does lo & certain
extent give wide powers. This parti-
cular bill however gives the minister
in charge the widest power poasible,
the widest powers to go ialo every
phase and every department of the
economic and social life of this coun-
try.
In addition to giving these very
wide powers, Mr. Speaker, there ia
no limitation upon lhe time dunng
which the minister has these powers.
It has been said by the minister and
by other hon. members that it is very
necessary to protect the country, it is
very necesaary lto protect this nation
because we live in a state of emergen-
cy, we live in a state of upheaval,
we live in a state of uncertainty, and
naturally we must be able to move
quickly and with dexterity. Naturally,
we must be able (o pass laws lo man-
age the country, to bring forth its
greatest manpower and obtain  therr
great services.

In the first place, Mr. Speaker, we
are not in an emergency. Any sug-
gestion that we #re in an emergency
today is foolish and ludicrous. We
know we are living in serious times,
and we shall continue in that way, but
ariuclly sericus times have alinost be
Furthermore, we have
passed through two great wars, the
first world war, the sceond world war
and the Korean war. [ would remind
you, Mr. Speaker, and the house that
at that time we were able to rally to-
gether, we were able to bring all our
forces together, and we fought those
wars {0 a proper, a complete and »
victorious conclusion. We are not in
a different situation today. 1 will go
farther than that and say that I am
not 20 sure emergeicy powers of this
kind should be granted even for a li-
mited time, because we live in a day
and age when transportation is specdy.
Parliament can be called together
quickly. We can come here from
every part of this nation. As a mat-
ter of fact, Mr. Speaker, in the lasl
three days 1 have covered 3,800 miles
in this country.

Considering that, it is abundantly
evident that in a very short time, if
an emergency arose, we could be
breught together, we could consider
these matters. Never once in our his-
tory, not during the first war, the sec-
ond war or the Korean war did this
patliament, the representatives of the
people, refuse to vole anything that
was required for refence or the nee-
neasities or emergency ol this nation,
Therefore I am not s0 that - thess
emergency rights should be given un-
der our constitution, under our free-
dom, under our rights, under ths very
we are sent down here.
And why do the people of the country
gend us here? They send us here

to be here,

ter and hroader powers Lo be given 1o
or 10 & group and it finally
n & diclatorship. :

country, that we have oo much busi-
ness 1o do im this couniry, thst we
must sireamling our businass and give
it ovar to a foew experts. It Is argued
that there is no need for this discus
slon and this debate on this hill

I want to say to you an dio 3li mem-
bers of this hotae that after all this
is not what we have lived and fought
for, this s not what our ancestors
fought for for hundreds of years. We
are advorating the relaining of thoss
very principles. Call it a fUibuster {f
you lhike, I am glad to be in & filibus-
ter il its purpose s to guard those
principles of democracy and ogr dem-
ocratic imatitutions. Those are what
we want to uphold in the years to
come.

When I look acroas at the minister
I cannot help remembering that on »
many occasions he has been more
than good to me. 1 regard him most
highly; I have the highest respect for
him. But my sense of constituional
right, my sense of parliamentary
right, my sense of parliamentary {ree-
dom must always override any person-
al feelings that I may have,

I think that the minister himself,
and surely hon. members sitting oppo-
site when looking over this bill, must
realize that in giving themselvep these
very wide powers they are taking on
a tremendous responsibility, so great
that I would hardly think any one
minister or any one group would
wanl to take it on. These powers are
very wide As a matter of fact, if thus
bill pasaes and these powers are gran-
ted for an indefinite period certain
phases ol our parhiamenlary govern-
ment will have passed away, will be
gone entirely.

The minister could go out and take
over any business in this country thal
he wished to take over. lle could take
over the railroads, he could take over
the hydroelectric power (acilitics, he
could take over any private industry,
e could take over the press, and 1
should think they would be greatly al-
armed about that because afller all
they have been the great proponents
of freedom in this nation. We wel.
come Lhat, and that is what it should
always be. Rut these things can be
done. ln addition to that he can or
der any person that he should choose,
not he himself with his particular and
peculiar ability but anyone he choo-
ses to go into any industry to manage
that industry. But the dreadful part
be respsmaible (o the former owner
of it all is that person will not
and will not be responsible actually
o anyone, Certainly he would not be
responsible to the people or to their
clected representatives.

~ To my mind that scls a very bad
example. It scts a very bad example
to Canadian businecss and to Canadian
institutions im the method of carry-
ing on our institutions| I suppose it
will be said that recourse could be
taken to the courts in an action ag-
ainst the crown, bul every hon. mem-
ber here, particularly those who ad-
here to the law profession, know how
foolish and how imposasible it is to
take-action against the crown. You
do not get very far in any action ag-
ainst the crown.

Then I say with the greatest defer-
ence that the minister and the whole
govermment would be lald open to
preagsure from different groups. After
all we are onlyshuman beings and this

_ pressure poasibility is one of the dan-

gerous aspasts of this bill. Somebody
might want more steel or someéthing
elss and he would come to the con-
troller or the person in control to get

steel. Then of course he would

* "feel he must make a large retuin at

1P HY

a W FM W AN
A ‘__l_lL_h.-—u-l—--_Llu.l.r g

certain times. Human nature being

what it is, that is the sort of '
hich C OF LAk

our parlismentary prae-
corrupt and improper. We are
in this democratic country today

11

t. able to earry on, that we

move through- free énters

BES

_ stand, bscauss I stamd for the

to the pcople of
Cansda, that I do not intend 'o go
home Lo my constitueney and tell the
people, some 85000 people, that 1
for one moment allowed myself to
give in in apny way, 1o Lwroerastinate,
or to have any doubls as 1o where 1
free
parliamentary institutions of this ny-
tion. They have been with us fof
bundrads of years and :t is my pride
that | eould play same part in main-
taining it. I intend to vole for them

" to be with ws for many more ses

sions. For that resson | cannol and
will not be found supporting a hill of
this kind. : _

Civic Moliday. Moadsy, August 1.
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