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Keep the rgfl;iers

Off the Farms

by Arthur Lower
In Saturdsy Wight

long ago describing the of farm
top0i! to make supurban lawns. Ap-
parently certain farmers are simply
selling the earth beneath their feet,
their capital equipment, 10 realize a
quick ‘essh profit. No one nead be
for our Canadian farmers .
have rarely takep any other attitude

.than that the earth. — that puﬂtu

lar porion of it which they “own”
is @ mine from whicl Lhr}' dig”’ 1I1ﬂr
living. ‘

Parts of Eurgpe, nﬂtlhlj!' certain ar-_
cds in France, we are told, have been
farmed since long before the dawn of
history. Some ol them have poasibly
been under crop for - three or {our

thousand ycars. And today they dre”

aagoixd a3 ever they were. The same
must be true of other parts o the
carth, notably China, where millions
of people have hiveyl for thoysands of
years by putting back as much into
the sgil as they have taken out of gt

With such countries our own forms
an unhappy conirast. In maosl of i,
human occupation 15 a8 matter of leas
than & century And syt tn a short
three pencrations what a scene of de-
vastation we have manaped to effect
One can yo from ocean to ocean n
this country and everywhere encoun:
ter arcas that might correctly be des.
cribud as desert

Here in thas nesghbourhood where
I write, we have a hard, lvan country
where everywhere the ecarth's bones
stick up through the surface In  the
shape of long himestone ridges
plateaus. In belween the ridges lie
more or less fertile pockets of soll,
The countryside was settled by Laoyal.
iat immigrants over a centruy and a
half ago. They had to win a living,
somchow or other, from what lay ar-
ocund them, as have their descendanls
since No wonder, of course, that
they drove the harricd earth to des-
truction

How? Iiy the usual mcecthod. Cut-
ting down the weod {or fuel, exposing
the bare rock underncath it, turning
the cattle into what was left and let-
ting them graze the underbrush. The
result is that now just five or six gen-
erations afler the pioneering geners-
tion {as compared with the hundred
generations or so of European peas-
antry), they sre square miles of noth-
ing but bleak, [flat limestone fields,
covered with ssgebrush. Much of the
country is so bad thst men have giv-
en up. Today cily people have made
many a der¢lict farm inlo a "country
place.” In his way farms may have
become playthings, but at least the
cattle are being kept out of the woods
and the trees are recovering.

What is the secret of the old world
peasant that enables him 1o go on pro-
viding food, and food surpluses, gen-
eration after generation while our
farmers al varying speeds, reduce
this continent to a desert? Ia it not
simply that he expects to stay where
he is, following the same mode of lile
as his father and which his sons will
follow after him? He .is a pecasant,
yes, quite simply, and the word
means “a countryman”, onc whose
whole existence is bound up with the
land from which he lives. He does
not expect to "maké# hiz pile” and
"get out”; he stays put and cares for

and

MRS, SKUCE SPEAKS

AT TEACHER BANQUET

The annual banquet of the Esques-
ing Unit, Women Teachers’ Federa-
tion, was held in Aeton. Fifty mem-

bers eujnynd s turkey dinner in St.

Alban's parish hall, catered to by the
Ladies Guild of the Anglican Church.
Those atlending were from Acton,

Georgetown and the . rural public
schools. Mrs. James F. Evans, Geor-
getown, the president, was in charge
of the program¢ and introduced the
guest speaker, Mrs. Lo L. Skuce. She
tbok as her’ispbic, ‘There's Nothing
New Under the Sun. She was presen-
ted with a gift.
inlmm inspector, was also 8 guest

what he's got.

them: to connote something lowly, a
narrow life of tyil and poverty. We
fool ourselves about it Many a Eur-
opean “peasant’” s 8 slurdy indepen
dent man;, many of our “farmers’,
expucially those on marginol aoils,
are, in the invidhous sense of the term
peasants  In this country, in the ban-
ner provinee, Ontario, there are larpe
districts of peasants, and proetty poor
samples of peasants ot that

Butl even our lowest down prasants
I suppose, bave sume kind of dream
of escaping! from their Jot and goings
ofl 1o bhecome city milhionaires And
that is the pulsonous weed an our gar
den

An example of s comes from  a
spol in Ontane where an industirial
development has nippasd the farmers
offl a couple of thousand acres of farm
land One man who was bought out
saic] that the farm had been in his
family since the original grant from
the crown and that he was living in
the same house in which several gen.

erations of his people had been born.

“It will come hard to quit the old
place,” he was reported as saying.
“However, you can't stand in the way
of progress.”  And so he pocketed his
money and I suppose moved into town.

‘PProgress,” that's the word: this mad
scampering aboul the | country on
wheels, this brittle mechanical civil-
ization of curs — that's what the pop-
ular mind identifics with “progress”
For some people, it will be a great
day when the entire surface of the
earth has become on smooth concrele
plain on which cars can charge about
in every direction unhindcred. The
very noise and speed of modern life
to many people constitules 'progress’

| heard years ago of a Polish immi-
grant in western Canada who refused
with zcorn the offer someone made
him for his homestead. “It's my
home,” was hh simple and dignified
response.

Perhaps the future liles that way:
the simpler people who have been
crowding in here as immigrants wijl
displace us old wastrels and sinners.
They will take cate of mother earth
and when they come 1o poasess the
countryside, with the restleas Anglo-
Saxon cooped up in his dark Satanic
mills, they will not be far from pos-
scssing the country too, for from the
couniryside comes the annual surplus
crop of human beings who mainly
keep the cilies going.

It may be just as well: we English-
speaking people are a brash, arfogant
and wasteful lot. Maybe the world
will be happier, less miserably deso-
lated, with fewer of us.

_Mr. Skuce, public’

‘Canadians do nnt-hk'c :
“the word "peasant” for it seems to
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PAYMENTS AS LOW
AS 5195 A
WEEK.

PAYMENTS AS LOW
AS $1.95 A
WEEK.

GIGANTIC CLEARANCE

of HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES at McCLURE'S HOME FURNISHINGS, GEORGETOWN
Remember you can by as low as $1.95 a week

ELECTRIC WASHERS

4 ONLY — Ful!l guarantee! The I‘mli‘r'ﬂ“r says.clear them out. They are fam-
ous makes such as Thor, Miss Simplicity, Beatty-Dominion . ., . the latter
made at Fergus, Ontario. Make an offer with or mithq yt your trade-in .

No reasonable offer refused on these ¢ clear-out washers. Payments as low
as $1.05 a week.

AUTOMATIC WASHER & DRYER — llere is what :.*nu have heen WIHJ
On our floor we have a Demonstrator Automatic Washer & Dryer of daire

best deluxe quality — our appliance department has permission to replaze
these three munth old units p th a new set for no reason than to replace

all demonstrators after nominal usage . . . fully guaranteed. Easily ‘financed.
See them work on our floor. Phone us and bring in your washing and get a
live demonstration and then you will want to buy them at the bargain price
this sale makes possible.

Individual care und_dclivmmd_miutnnlllnnlmdoutnf
town buyeri."We have an up:to date service department. A big
investment has been invested in equipment for our new TV Sex.
vice ~ If you are having TV trouble, just phone, we
have wonderful TV Service mien ltynurdzlqpoulBE’I'WEEN
| THEHOURSOFQA.M AND6P.M. .

J UST PHONE TRnnzla 7-2522

CLEARING
Electric
Ranges

nhuwn thuvu This rmna

TV SETS

‘MOST OF.THIS STOCK is not more than two months old. Over 30 Admiral
sets to choose Irom with two or three trade-ins. Our TV Service Department
has checked over all used sets. We have pricud some of these $39 00

. :

TV Scis as lew as ... ... .
5159§50

"BRAND NEW TV SET 17* — Manufacturer's full w:rrmty
'ﬂ.nlullr $105.00. YOURS FOR DNL‘H’ R
Wu hwn 3 of these

] 21 ADMIRAL YV. —
$295.00

This set goes on sale at
24* TV — Follow the new swin
beautiful “sets. Regular price
GOING ON SALE.at
‘SHOP Fﬁ-lt-w.lnarwha ou ‘wish- lru! then come-in-and compare this-great —
‘elear our price on this béYnuuful console . . h siza 21" IEE'].I! T:vinllmu or
lime. This model sells anywhere up to ﬂmm will have szsg 00
~# limited number while they last. ONLY, BHLY ONLY ..
Remember! Terms as low as $1.03 3 week. Remember! We- have our own
TV service . men. Remember!. We are also dealers for RCA and Motorola.
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FRIGIDAIRE BARGAINS — Elmn
has sold 6n budget torms as high u ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ

_ Clearlng out 2 ON CASH BA 525
plus your old trade-in. Budget urmr“‘lﬂ'tl'l!!d -if de:h‘ed

as low,"If you wisly as $1.05 a week. _
"APT, SIIB ILIcT!l[c RANGE — I-mfmdel only* 511950

Get here early for this one. ... .
. $159.50

.| SNAPBUY! APT. RANGE—ag sliown in our -
;W llﬁhg Here-is- what you have always wanted. Similar

i - &

“window. Regular 0. On sale at only ..

" to ona pl ll:-uva complete .with oven heat control and
all. well: nqn]il byt '.ﬂthnu; electric clock.

-« at as low D%'a week. .

"I’H‘ESALE Pmt:r:. 18 ONLY .

Geot yours now

5179 o0
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