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- by Robert-Nielhen
in the Toronto Star Weekly

(The Inunwinlurunlawhl.:hlp-
puudln-mmtllnuutth:'!‘nr-
onlo Star Weekly, tells of s Cana-
dian businessman whose companies
dnclude the locs]l Smuth and SHone
arganlL.anon—Ed. )

Thare are several trus statemenls

¥Mgich can be made to conirast the

present eminence of Col. W. Eric
Poylips with his humble begin-
nings in'the business world.

K can be mid, for instance. that
hg has moved from ¢ tiny offlce
dvﬂ:wmthlwimm

of 20 Camadisn’ corporations,;
inchu some of the bijygest und
riochest 1o the land; or that = strug-
gling veterun in business 30 years
ago now yanks &8 & close pnd ap-

‘parent equal mmoclate of £ P. Tey-

ler, who 18 geuerally regarded as
Canada’'s No, 1 tyccon;, or that &
gne-tume gmall mearafacturer of
mirrors and ploiure framas s now
profably concernsd with the oul-
put of aimplanss. automoblle win-
dows, electricity, farm Implements,
Lig-league hockey, walh and other

conmmodities far oo numerous 0

menton; or, o put 11 as theatric-
ally ms posstbile, M can Le maid thst
Col. PRillips, having started with a
burned out fectory becausse the
price fitted his purse, advanred to
the polmt where he could and rec-
enty did, stake $1,000800 on the toss
of » cn-in

Yem, the carcer of Willlam Erlc

"Phlllips ean be [lItted t0o the clamsic

slereolype of business success. [lul
the man himelf cannot be simply
labelled or typed. e i3 a complex,
many-sided individual and one of
the pecullar things about him  is
that he much prefers to hide sll
his ligita from the public gaze,

He was a soldler of some distinc-
tion. Me ls an engineer, s filnan-
cler, an esthele, a gentleman far-
mer and a diligent servant of edu-
cation. Yot he inalsta: “I'm not
slory materisl. My life s pretly
dull to an putaider - though not dull
o me of course.”™

This aversion to publicity 13 no
pose. About the only blographica}
materin]l so far printed on Phillips
is to be found in the clipped, im-
personal summaries of such publi-
cations as Who's Who and the Dir-
eclory of DMreclors

Self revelutiona make
romlortable  [During owr

him un-
inferviow

-y
T ]

COL. W. B, HPLLI!B
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he would ponder
quéstions, samstimes twisting hime-
self In his chalr until ons well-shod
fool crept over ths top of tha amn-

ate. ancient and scarred ocak deslc

This desk and the mastching Tudor
chaire look out of place In an of-
fice which is otherwise wsmoothly
and chastely modern, with pine
panelling, alrcond®ioning and the
redt,

Carear Bullt sa Glase

One got the impression of a quick-
silver flow of thought, bt all that
usually came out in apeech were
stray drops — sardonic, crypic or
facetious — froum the maln stream.

Abot his soldiering, {for exam-
ple. The record shows thal he wes
ovie of the youngest colonels Iln the
Hritiah army; that he won the Dis-
gingulshed Service Order and the
Military Cross as well as mentions
in dispaichea

Asked what feats had carned him
the DSO and MC, he exclaimed:
“God 1 dont know. That's one of
the world's mysteries. 've ofien
wonideriad myself, when [-thought
of the poor devils who really .d.ld
something.”

Stmillarly, when Invited to des-
cribe his typical work week, he
grunted reflectively then mld: *To
do so would be a disclosure of folly.
I don't belleve in work, you know.™

Col. Phillips has never had the
courage of thls particular convic-
11on. He admits that when he was
a student of engineering he studied
hard, and that he “worked llke

A

-

Road-Test the A/ewes'f

...and you won't settle for less!

. straightforward

‘Star Weekly Réidare Avticte poissrs
Tells of Smith & Stone Head ;.*:“"m:;."wtm

intarests snd pleasures

qnmmltlu and direolor of tnnlhl:r'

palr, and director of twelve mum
Beer bullt the foundation of Tey-

lor's vaulling success, while Phil-.

Lips” career was bullt ‘on’ glass. Bub

he did not get where be is by mak-

ing the bottles for. Taylor's beer. In
s -nwn,‘hz guinad, snd for soma
years was conterd with, a virtual
monopoly of the msupply of mfely
#lass to the Canadian autamobile
andustry.

The two men followed thelr sep-
arate courses until nearly ten ;run
sgo;, what brought them togetlmr,
chiefly, was an ideniily of outlook

foresaw a sbunp withs shut doen
of industriecs, Tuaylor and Phillps
saw limitless opportunities and
challernges 1o expand. They pro-
ceeded to exploit them In a8 suOCeEs-
sion of ventures snd coups whigh
amaied the buainess communily.
sartl with the of Stan-
dard icm]l and Goderich Salt,
which led to the now (flourishing
Dominion Tar and Chemical €Co.
(Juvex, Sifto salt, Donnacona board
and F‘Ihtrllﬂ are bl a few of the
products of these enierprises )

Thelr most siartling move, pér-
haps, was the sudden ‘acquisition of
coniral of mighty Massey-lfarris
1t followed weeks of surreptitious
stock-buying and conversion of 33000
preferred shares into double ihs
number of voling shares, one min-
ute Ybefore the cloaing deadline for
such converslon

Glives Time to Universily

Phillips 1s sald 1o have all the
exsentlal ingredients of o lop exev-
utive notably the ability to Erasp
a situation fast, to pick the right
men, and to Uelegotle authorily. He
alss has the stuff npeeded W0 lake
big risks

The cuin toasing eplsode was
described by a collesgue who ad-
mits having felt alightly snxious at
the time, “becouse part of that
$1.000,000 was mine"” Phillips had
st out with others o buy a busi-
nesy on behalf of one of the Indus-
iries controlled by Argus.  Every-
thing bad been  setled except the
price; ufter hours of dickering there
was still $1,000,000 between the sel-
ler's demand and the offer of the
Taylor-I"illips group. 5o Caol.
Phallips suggested flipping a caoln.
e won.

Philips, a graduale englnecr, says
all he now knows of engincering
s the Linguage, a stalement which
is disputed by a close acqualntamee.
who claims Phillips keeps up with
his technically expert emmrployees by
personally experimenting in a pri-
vate, mpm‘hl;r Equl;!rped chemical
lab at “Wynyatcs Farms” his cslate
at Oriole, .noar Taronto. Al any rale
it Is clear that his engincering sav-
vy has been one of his main keys
lo succeas. Thut, plus a good grasp
of advances in the glass industrics
of other countries, helped him get
o head start on the manufacture of
safety glass in Canada in 1020, o
went on from there to dominate the
market, with large plants in Osh-
awh and Windsor. This trjumph
secured, he dropped the old mirror
and picturufrnmlhn business which
_he had lpupched in Oshawa in IDII

-So much that's new . . . and completely proved'”"

‘!’uu'll find that the Dgdge Royal V-8 hrinnl you the
finost of now car foatures-for 1954 . , . a combination
of the “dome-shaped” combustion chamber 150
h.p. Rod Ram engine, famous for power and oconomy
...and PowerFlite, tho amoothest and most powsrful
of fully automatic tramumissions. No other car offers

E;:,othh groat parformanca mthnnEun at a0 low &
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You'll hn frlnkly lmund at thu nnntml you have

over this Dodge Royal—how it olings to curves, angd_

hu-ldu the roughost roads with smosotheri dlnn anss.

You’ll like its baapty and quuw,tnu Naw chw
treatmeant increases that longer, lower ldok . . .
colourful two-tone interiors have wide, restful

chaic-high saats .. . floors are coverad by rich, deep

wool-type carpating. Twelve new body colours, in
{ustrous baked enamel can be adaptad into 48 two-
H:na colour mmhinntlun:.

- A'road-test will mnvinm ynu that thn Dodge Royat -
nﬂ’ura you more of the finar-qualities you want—
. _unoqualled at tho pri:n--p“Tun traditional Dndua
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PﬂW‘IlHlTI fullr lulnm:.tl-n tranamission is llll"l-dl.rd on
Dodge Royal V-8's. It lats you move in one effortieas molion

from starting to highway spsads—without lifting’

your foot

from tha acoslerator. Its built-in Muid torque drive pives extra

acoslaration for fast, oll-cushionad starts.

FULL POWER STYEERING takes all the hard work out of
parking and stsaring. [l's on tha job all the hm from tha

momant you start your sngine. Optional a
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from the office over a garag
the burmed out fectory. *

His engincering background cer-
tainly fitted him for a significant
contribution to Canada's effort in
World War 11, For six years heo
headed Hescarch Enterprises Litd.S
one of the most difficult and exact~
glu; of wartime industrial venturés.

arting from scratch, it turned out
a vital supply of complex optical
devices, Including i:unniuhu direc-

tors amtl range finders, as ‘well as .

other products never before made
‘in Canada.

This task stimulated 'Phillips’ in-
terest in technical education, and
this moved him to accept, in 1043,
another important® public-service
post — chalrman of the board of

Governors - of the Unlversity n.t‘_‘
Toronto. He still holds' it, apd’ hat® -

is the strongest sortiof’ proof that
there Is more to Phillips’ life than
the quest for materlifl success.

The board of governors
the financinl affairs of the univer-

sity, and the asnnual budget of the

university Is nearly $15,000,000.
Fn-tw:r inflation has nearly dmlb-
legd the’ operating ~costs, .creating

acute financlal problems in view of

the tendency ol edmuuml reven-
ues to-remain fived, .
In addition  to

Phillips uhnlnnl.niﬂpl hll BBan

thoas munmlllhmam
"l—Three increasss in faculty shl-

arles tnhll.lnl ‘more than, l-l'.&ﬂll.ﬂﬂu‘
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tipnary rises in cosls, the period ‘of

two per cent of each ywar's

1t wrtid Eive & professor witls 3

ursult of vuth, He once dismisssd

r:ﬂl.lrhmnttlmdrﬂkuueunqﬂ
of s ceartan’ professor by observiag
that “lo hink at all 15 to ris
Born in Toronto, Col. Phillipge
was sducsisd al Upper Canads Cal.
lege arnd the Univeruity of Tortonlo
Al 60 years he bears his tall frams
erectly has robust haalth and g =asl
for LUving.

His prime svocstion s catéde-
raiging on his 700 ase Wynyslad
Furrmm He has bred prize dalry
herds snd bulls there and also had
17% beef catile, The colonal main-
tains a country-siyle barber shop
on his estate, and that is whare

He is rated as a fine amalpuwr
photographer In both movies and
stillr which he develops snd prints
himsed. He (s & connolsssur of an~
tique furniture, espacially ocak, of
silver and of fine art. le s prul-
fly dalighted over his youngesi som,
Timothy 25, an aspiring artist whe
has been laken under the padago-
gical wing of the famous surrealist,
Salvador Dall Phillips viztied the
young fellow in Spain recently to
see how he was getting along. He
has two other sons, Derek, 32, &
mechanical enu‘!nter, who -ur!ll::l in
his father's Duplate Canada Lid;
Michacl 28 and two daughlers,
Diana and Cecil iz wife s the
former Doris Dealano Gibson.

Phillips is a’convivial, converma-
tional sort in the society of his bus-
incas friends, & quality underlined
by his memberzthip in seven clubs
He has a yacit on Georglan Hay
and a sccond home st Nammau, There
he spends a couple of months each
year.

He closed our interview by re-
calling a capliun he had seen On 8
joke book many ycars ago. It was
“Don't take lile oo seriously—you
will never get out of it allve”

“I've always thought that waus the
proper l:lbr.- “\thn colonel maild.

.r\ll'irl "'-l‘.“‘-l

HOLSTEIN CLUB HAS
ANNUAL LADIES’ NIGHT

Owver 200 were in attendance for
the Halton Holstein Club’s annual
ladies night, held at Tralalgar on
Wednesday evening., - Following n
delicious turkey dinner the group
WK
Quartette, Jack and Bryan Benneld,
of Kilbride. Progressive cuchre fol-
lowed.

President Gordon  Sinclalir presi-
ded over the short program at the
tanquet table. Amang  those who
spoke briefly were Fred Snyder,
of Waterloo, first vice president of
the Holsteln-Friesian Associntlon of
Canada: D. S. Minton, of Brampton;
E. A. Innes of Brantford, and Ross .
Stgrwuﬂh of Burunztun all of whnm

L L

I-tl:"in I:murd hnnther pleasing fﬂ-
ture of the programme ‘was the pre-
sentation of the E.. J. Meagher Mem-
orinl Trophy, by George F. Dren-
nan of Guelph, to Ashville Farms.
Lid., represented by Anne, George,.
anrd .Jt:-c- elletterio,

s Main 8t. North — DBramplon
(Over Aball's Drug Store)
Phone: Office 500 — Res 830
il Hours — O am. to 8 pam.'dally
Evenings by appolniment
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