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In attempting to discuss the hog
. situation one must of necessity re-
view the marketings of the past
year,
showed an Ilncrease of 36.8 per cent

over 1951 — being the third bhigh-.

est in the history . of Canada. In
round flyures our " marketings In
1952 totalled ‘nealy 6,700.000 hogs
in comparison, to approximately
-T,tﬁp.ﬂuﬂ in 1943 and 8883000 ‘in
1044. ' In short the marketings of
hogs In 1943 - arid 1844 were
the highest in the history of Can-
ada. It should be .recalled how-
ever, that in 1843 we exported
nearly ©¥ million*.1bs. of bacon,
ham and pork products, practicaily
all to Great Britain. In 1944 our
bacon exports were something over
JT18 million lbs, Last year we €x-
ported no pork products 1o Great
Britain and our total exports of
the commodity were Iess than 26%
million 1bs., <hieflly canned ham
and almost entirely to U.S. :

In those figures is revealed the
reason why - our markets and stor-
ages have for the most part been
filled to capacity during the past
twelve months. -

Our marketings {o. 1952 showed
an Increase in every part of Can-
ada from a 14 per cent increase in

increase in Western Canada. "On-
tario hog marketings reached an all
time high of some 2387000 hogs,
or an increase of 2G8 per cent over
1851, which 1narks the sharpest
variation -for any vear in the past
ten. -‘The percentage increase was
greater in the west than in the east,
being 48.7 per cent in the former
areca as comipared with 31 per cent

_in the latter. ven 50, Eastern.
Canada produc 64.3 per cent of

. the total markétings.

Te present the picture in another
way, our marketings averaged
128.820 hogs per week. a figure
which exceeds our domeslic reguire-
menis by approximately 35,000 hogs

Our hog marketings in 1852

per week. ,

On the other hand, our exports
6f pork prodycts were the lowest
dor any year in the past 20 years
and provided an outlet for a very
small percentage of surplus. Thia
resulted In the excess over domes-
tic requirements being stored In
cans, - g N

Our big surplus in 1952 was only
made possible by. thé bilg  frozen
wheat crop of 1852, In other words,
we, diverted a lange volume of grain
normally grown and -sold for hb-

man food inmto livestock production .

and came up with a ‘27 per cent
surplus of hogs. Needless to add
the outbreak of foot and mouth’dis-
ease made this really serious.
Along with the sharp increase
in our wmarketings in 1852 has
gone a decrease in the quality of
our hogs right across Canada. Here
in Halton'our percentage of A's
.has dropped from 41 per cent in
1851 lo 36.7 per cent in. 1852; In
Ontarie from 35.3 in 1851 to 33.2
in 1952 and In Canada -from 31.3 in
1951 to 2B.51. As a matter of fact
it would seem that ever since we
dropped out of the British market,
our producers have lost interest in
quality. In our opinion this is
bad reasoning on the part «of our

producers. Since the domestic mar-
__ket_has become the most jmportant .

if not the only outlet, quality
should be giressed if porkdis to hold
its position in competing with other
classes of meat. In 1852, pork socld
at a much lower price than beef.
Now that the price of these two
meats bears a closeryrelationship
to one another, it should be ob-
vious that if our domestic market
is to continue to absorb 90,000 hogs
or more per week, quality must
not only be maintained but im-
proved. Too much finish is large-
ly responsible for the drop in qual-
ity. Ontario and Canadian swine
producers as a whole apparently
fai} to realize that while the last
10 or 13 ibs. can be put on very
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Fellowship Program is shown putting
- Arfibonite Valley drainage and irrigation project.
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rapidly it nevertheless
per pound to put on, than al any
other time Iin the feeding period.
This summary would not be com-
plete without some reference to our
stocks of meat and poultry in stor-

Jan, 1, 1853

000 1b.
44,234
20,533

3,159
. 3,857

Pork, frdzen

Beel, frozen

Veal, frozen SEERLEY WS
Mution & lamb, frozen
Poultry, frozen ..

The heavy into-storage movement
of pork during December was, of
course, associated with the speed-up

in_ marketings to meet the support

price change.

The substantial reduction in poul-
try. stocks over, a yecar ago reflecis
the brisk trade in poultry, particu-
larly turkeys, which moved at
lower prices this year.

Were it not for the substantial
quantity (75 to 80 million Ibs.) of
canned pork still on hand, the year
end stock wposition could be consi-

costs more age. Avcording to—the-monthly-re-

port of the Dominion Pureau of
Shatistics, here is the picture of
the beginning of the year compar-
ed with previous figures:

Dec. 1, 1852
000 1b.

plus 21,6592
plus 2,753
minus 464
minus 4l

minus 613

Jan. 1, 1952
oo 1b.

plus 25,420
plus 8,376
minus 561
plus 585
min. 11,806

i
hogs was lowered by $3.00 per cwt

on January lst, hog prices have in
the main remained well above the
support price. When one studies
the marketings in recent weeks,
the evidence would indicate that
supply and demand are still the
basic factors influencing any mar-
ket price.

Cur marketings here In Ontario
from January st to Feb. Tth total-
led 172 8863 agningg 244 902 for the
same period in 1952, In Quebec the
comparative figures are 88,049 hogs

dered relatively satisfactory.
In U.S. on January lst. the USDA
I report shows the number of cattle
ag 168 per cent higher than a Yyear
ago and the largest on record —
5.8 million head compared to 5.0
million last year, and a 1947-1951
average of 4.3 million,
Their pork stocks at January 1st
1953 totalled 508 million. lbs. —up
IR8 million over December but
down 40 million 1bs. from last ycar.
Fastern Hog Marketls
Abgve the Support Level
Although the support price for

in 1953 agalinst 172,178 In 1852.

- The estimate of the Federal De-
pariment of Agriculture for the
first three months of {953, repres-
ents an increase of approximately
5 per cent for the west and a de-
crease of 38 per cent in the east
For all of Canada the estimate
forecasts a 'decrease of .6 per "cent
in -hog ma}ketings for this three
month period. Certainly if their
cslimates are anywhere nearly cor-
rect that would indicate heavy mar-
ketings during the month of March,
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All Officers Re-elected
. - County Baseball Executive

The annual meetling of the Hal-
fon County Basebhll  Association
was held at Hawthorne Lodge. Mil-
ton, on Saturday, February 14 with
President Pete MelbMullen presiding.

The meeting was  representative
with delegates present from ahilton,
Waterdown, + Georgetown, Quakville
and Camipbellville, Also presoent were
Temmy Rowdaen, 5t Catharines,
who is the secretarv-ireasarer  of
the OABA and Fred Young of Chip-
pawa who is past president of the
OABA. Also Clarence Riddle of
Milten on e senior executive of
the OABRA and several past presi- tington and Robert {Pop) Holmes.
dents of the Halton County Assoc. It is anticipated that the Geor-

At the business meeting a motion _getown Club will carry on again
was passed that the membership fee this yecar. though they suffered fin-
of $50.00 from Acion and Férgus be, ancial reverses this past season.
roturned to thesé clubs as they are The annual meeting for the local
no longer in the Hallon County As- club will be called in March when
sociation and had asked for the re- plans will be discussed and put
: BT . ~4urn of their deposit. - under way for 1B353.
accept your Ford Dealer’s friendly invitation to Test-Drive _ The cloction of officors foc: 1983 .

a *53 Ford Step inside and you'll discover so muth more 10

comfort and luxury. And right from the start, you'il dis- e e mm——nms s e o=
cover that V-8 differgnce . . . for Ford is priced with the lowest’
and yet it has a V-8 ‘engine. The Ford Strato-Star 110-hp.
V-8 has been developed by the makers of more V-8's than
all other manufacturers combined. -Drive it with a choice
of three transmissions, Fordomatic,® Overdrive* or Synchro-
Silent Shift. .. feel how its “Wonder Ride™ levels out the
roughest roads! Yes! See it...compare it .. . check it—and
you'll change to Ford in "53. WHY TAKE LESS THAN THE BEST 7
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with the finest.. PRICED with the /owé.é?

wesr-orme-the new 53 FORD
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. ™ i A A 2. . Yoir Friendly Ford Phone
.. Dick Riddall Motors X\ imias 5

was carried through with despatch
as they were all reelected. The
slate is: President, Pete McMullen;
Vice President, Bob Lane; Secretary
Treasurer. James Waldie; Assist.-
Secretary, Bob Brush, Executive:
one delegate from. ecach team to be
mimed later, ‘The year ended with -
a pond financial report. 2

Following the moeting a social
hour was spent then followed by a
prand dinner, served by the l}aw-
thorne Lodge.

Delegates  present from George-
town were DBob Lane, Corey Her-

FORD CRFSTLYMNE VICTORIA

¢ Fardomatic Dirive,
Crerdrive amd
whire videwall flrer
epriong! af cxing cosf.

Try themall . .. m:lﬁpam them any way .ynu choose—then
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U.N. Assembly President Opens Meeting
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