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“HISTORY IN THE OLD
TEHI‘AHENlT’

e

by Rev. John Smith
In thiz wee'd's lesgon we are  to
carislder the moegsoye of history ax
we find it in the Old- Testument.
In réading Biblical gtary it ought

were: religlaus, men ‘whio w.a:r-:_ pot
concerned with history for ‘histary's
| unko. I.huy' weore’ mh:ns!.n! In pres

. L
mumimmy | osophy of history held by the Gld
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denting” the story aof the past with
nll its " rellglous slgnlficoney o or-
der- ‘fthat’ the  people malght -beneflt

4 ped o meet the’ rellflous and mor-
bl - prnblums bf thelr time. ‘Yiow-

related to thete rlegTﬂuu fulth -nxM@
slleglonee.” Mislory for them t_.nuld
not . e clearly undLrnI.ﬂ-m] - aport
1 from - God, whum Um:.-' considered
to bo nctive in-history {]LH”I}E with
| the llves, choracters and deeds of

ponded or falled to correspontd to
Hiy Divine Purposc. Our key verse
in o few words sums up the phil-

Tu.tnment historlanas “Blessed

the natlon whose.-God 'la the rLur{!
— Penlm 23:12. .

1 JKings 4:21-20; 11:6, 9-11

as o basls fory this study In Old
Testnment history are taken from
the stery of Solomon, whose relgn
is loolked upon as the golden age
of the Israclite monarchy. Davld,
his fother had built o great King-
dom by victorles In many wars, It
was left for Solomon to rule over
it wisely and well and to keep the
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peace. A commentator has put it
this way *“David by his successlul
wars, compelled them to subjee-
tion, and Solomon by his admir-
able wisdom, made it casy and
reasonable.” -

In 1 Kings 4:21-20 we learn. ol
Solomon's: - 1 Great Kingdom. 2,
Splendid Court. 3, Endowment of
Wisdom. Solomon not only ruled
over the territories of the lsrael-
ites but also held power over the
neighbouring kingdoms, the prin-
ces of awhich served him, added to
his wealth and paid him homage.
Strange os it may seem this rela-
tionship is recorded as being hap-
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py and Solomon ruled over a king-
dom of plenty, peace and satisfac-
| tion: at least in the early part of
his reign. As mlghﬁ be expectied
of a monarch who held such power
and received such gifts in serviee
and homage the royal court which
he kept was one of great splendour
and pomp and lacked nothing
from the materialistic viewpoint.

Solomon had wvast incomes and|
lived at vast expense. It has been
said of Solomomr that he  hod
knowledge, wisdom- aond under-
standing—"a quickness of thought,
strength of memory, and clearnecas

of judgment."” Theq.e qualities "we
usually sum up in the one word
wlgdom. Herein lay the secret of
Soloman’s suceess and. the reason
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froiii the follurcy and successes of |.
"muerh,_m.:: and- s0"be better -equip-}

r, Ing the, t‘:ﬂnl'.m:luui df. “thelr. thistory' |
the- hlulﬂrl.unu énw it. to be clodely,

Ieipful Quolatlons:

*It is wvery desirable that those
thot have glfts of any kind should
have large hearts to pse them for
the . good-of others ™ . .

"It 'is’ casler to sce a mischlef,
und show It tr.:- others, than to shun
it ourselves.'

‘“Those who have dumlnlml over
wen are apt to fﬂrHLt God's dmm
inlen over thoem."

“Sin brings ruln upon fomilles,
mld loys men's honor ‘in the "dust.”

Mo natlon, no’ grgup of natlons,

and ignores the nplritunl wiuﬂ.l can

endure” e

“Hiﬂhteﬂusnum uxultu‘lh h nntiml'
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Chesterfield and 1 chalr; cabinet
radio; den table; mahogany musle
[cnbinet; haoll treo; medicine cabl-
net; oak dinlng table and 8 chalra:
2 cupboards with mahogany topsa; 3
Simmons steel beds, springs and
mattresses; 1 bross ‘bc-d. springs
and ‘spring mattress; 2 dressers, 2
washstands; doy bed; tollet set;
bedding; dinette buffet and table,
like new,; 2 congoleum rugs, Oxp
and 0x10; drapes; sewing cablnet:
wurdrobe; Wllton™ rug 7x10; bridge
lamp; table lamps; 2 floor lamps;
4 small tnhlm; electric wagher with
wooden tub; Finln}r kitchen rnngc.

large kitchen table; - arm chalr;
small centre table; fermery; odd
chairs; 2 lawn chairs; number of
hooked rugs; tub stand and wrin.

dishes; glngssware; china; ~lroning
board;. frult jrrs; crocks, 3 tennls
rackets; aterilizer; lawn mower;
metal flower stond.

Quebee range; Quebec  heater: !

| ger: wash  tubs; copper %ouuril
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A dudc-thr.:;t nests in trees and prefers wooded

for his great renown. [t was an
endowment of God - -and he used it
fully in his functions as a mlighty

ruler and in his advice to his fel-
low men.
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In the 1 Kingg 11:6, D-11, we
have the sad account of the great
monarch's downfall, who in sapite
of the fact that he had been bles-
sed by God with great- wisdom,
grew cool and indifferent toward
Him and failod to fulfil his - reli-
pious dutics. He tolerated and sup-
ported the worship of strange de.

ligious ond maornl laxity which hbe-
guan te corruvnt his kingdom. Ne.
hemiabh  13:20  puts it concisely;
“There was no king ke him who
was beloved of God .. . v
erthelest even hum did outlandish
wainen cause lo sin.” The wisdom
| with which Solomon so wisely pui-
ded others eviudently wias pol ap-
plicd to himself in the later }fcuru"
'of his life; aul the kingdom of
preat extent, dlery and pomp waoas
L destined to cruamble.

| The Application:

I we are oflen ton busy in the
routine of making a living to think
about -God,.  We would do well to
realize that ouvr God s I‘iHIIlL‘UItHI,
that He Is nctive In the world, nnd
that He makes demands apon us
as andividuals and natlons.

There are few  indeed of the
King Solomon calibee, but we are
all cremtures of God and as such
have our lves to Hve, The endow.
ments and responsibilities with
which God has blessed us vary,
but this Is certnin, however, sim.
ple they maoy be, He expects us to
moake use of them, | The story of
A-Solomon's - suweoss -and—fallure -can
be helpful to us in guiding us on
to  foithful  rervice and  warning
s away from the win of ingrotl-
tude and  wilful disobedlence.

What we we s Individuals de-
terminey the choroacter of our nas
tlon. It behooves us not to be oo
self-antisfied but to remember the
injunction et hlin thot thinks he
stonds  tolee heed lest he falt™ A
righteous peaple will make a righ-
teous notlon aud o vighteoug na
tion  will veceive the I'lunmlrtl,lqm
of pur God.

ities and so set the exnmple of re- Y Y

fonrvambey by Cablinge, bad

swamps to open.watex! That's the Wood Duck,
the most baautiful of our waterfowl. They are
wall protected by law, but the draining of
wetlands and-cdlearing away of the dead tree
trunks they nest in pyresents a sprious threat to
their survival. Everything you do to preserve
their natural nesting areas will help to conserve
the Wood Duck for years to coma..

“Ihe Labrador Duck became extinct before
1900. Today 44 stuffed specimens are all that
remain of this little ssa-duck, showing what
happons whon sound mmwuﬂﬂnnl practices
aro naqlac’tn-d
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