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(Many Canadian “publications have' ¢commented - |. . kg,

" yead_the report in detail,- we have as

on and praised the Report of the Ontario Cd‘mmiasiﬂn
on Forestry. Not having the time at our disposdal to

neighbour, Mr. A. G. M. Bruyns to give ug his *f.i_it':w-
point, expecting he would approach the--forestry: situ-
ation from an entirely new angle of interest to readers.
Here .is his comment — judge for yourself—Ed.) _
. We the people were thoroughly ﬂpﬂnkE{El h;,r-
Major General Howard Kennedy. and we deserve it, if
we read between the lin¢a of the Report of the Rﬂ}&‘.‘l]
Commission on Forestry. He tells us, in diplomatic
language, that in Ontario, once f:n_mﬂus; fm: fabulous
forests, at present forestry conditions are in a mess
and a muddle — the waste is “tremendous and incre-
dible”’ — we have been and are cutling more timber
than nature grows — in a few years Ontario may be

ked our good .

[—

" - Sweden, forvinstance exported Jumbér’and other.

wood products in enormous quantitics to many other
countries, for many centuries. - The population used
about 30 pér cent of ‘the cut as fuel; much wood ‘was

*also used for buiiding, frame houses being in the maj-

ority. Wood products in 1939 were 38 per ¢ent of the
total export. But the acreage and yield of. the forest
did not decrease as it did in North America. For every
acre cut, another one was- planted and . maintaiged.
There was no slack, little fire hazard, no waste, it even

paid to burn the smallest twigs into charcoal. All-thig~

was possible because the consumer’s prices were low
r:crmpn‘rt:d'wit'h ours, then the wage Icw__:] could be low,

the overhead was low, so was the transportation, .and

go were the taxes.. Profits did not have to be excessive
hecause investment in forestry:- was as anfe as the Bank

denuded of forest, It is not land or climate that caused
this, but we the people secem to be greater enem-
ies of the fqu:ats than all pests, diseuses _anri fires to-

ﬁethér. ) .

. The Report does not make the common mistake
of blaming the different governments for this state of
affairs as we are so apt to
gelves are the culprits. We
ernmenta; we are:responsible. "We have tolerated the
situation to develop as the Report describes it.. What

it does not mention’is that we are still tolerating eco-

have elected the gov-

—_—— nomic:conditions tHnt_prﬂvtnt us from planting E‘."!E.E'Eh

trees to recoup our forest loss of past and present and
to prevent that of the future. -

' In sickening self aduldtion we have been kidding
ourselves that we are so smart, progressive and pros-
perous, that we have conquered nature and the fnn:atl,
that we have such a high standard of living as compa-
ved with other more “backward”’ nations’ We speak
proudly of our Canadian way of life, but we seem ut-
terly ignorant of the fact that actually our economic
aystem is like that of the sea captain who gells the tim-
bers of his ship in mid-ocean, regardleds of storms to
come. We could have known that we are in a danger-
ous position as concerns forests had we taken the trou-

--ble to-read the . 1937 Canada Year Book which men-

tioned that Canada had left only 27 per cent of her
original forest after what we proudly call "a century
of progress. At present we probably have about 20 per
cent left. We rave about our great natural resources,
but we squander them wantonly and the tragedy is that
we don't seem to know the cause. We are actually
boasting about our great production of lumber and.
pulp. Our forest -statistics, showing more and motre
millions of dollars; -have been chloroforming us.so that
we don't seem able to recognize the danger of the sit-
uation. - - -
However it is not only Ontario that is being
denuded of forest. Similar conditions are observed on
the whole North American continent, in Australia, in
many Furopean countries and great parts of Asia and
Africa. Most of our planet shows terrifying signs of
dessication and desertification as one of the secondary
results of ruthless forest slaughter. .

The technical part of the Report 1s a master-

do, forgetting that we our-

[

piece. It is a book worth having. Beautifully printed =

and illustrated by-the King's Printer, it costs only §1.
It is a standard work and should be in every library
and every school. If it would wake us out of our sup-
reme smugness, General Kt‘T}IIEEI}f could he proud of

~  his achievement.

about the non-technical part
The report tries in its re-

A few remarks
may be in.order, however,
commendations, many of which are wise and good, to
adapt forestry methods to our prevailing - econonpic
system. This is called the realistic approach. But on
‘the contrary our econonyy has to adapt itsedl willy-
nilly to the forest — to nature. If we donit do this,
all man-made economy cannot but fail. True the me-
dicine recommended as a cure for the forest problems

in - the™

of England.- It 4s a question whether Sweden will be.
able to keepit up. Her price level is also rising fast.

In 1939 the US.A. import of newsprint from .

Sweden had already mounted to 54,487 tons. IF things
go on as they do, we in Canada to our eternal shame,
will have to import newsprint instead of exporting it.
Natufe has to do maybe 935 -per cent of the work
in the forest and constructive forestry can no more be
industrialized than the maternity ward of a.hospital.
The wages of the highly skilled or experienced woods-
men, required for preparing, planting and maintenance
have a ceiling and-a floor.  The aman cannot carn less

than the amount necessary to keep him, his wife and
family in decency; he cannot earn more than the equi-

valent of the service he renders to nature in - growing
the forest, . : - g

. Nature herself decrees that fdreats h,avc a maxi-
mum vyield.

wage scale. It can’t be done. Nature is more power-
ful than dollars. To prevent our forests from disap-
pearing we should adapt our wage scale to the forest.
If we don't, we'll lose them. : |

If consumer's prices rise by any reason whatso-
ever, the forester cannot do anything else but lay off
woodsmen, but he_has to keep his wood cutters work-
ing. Forestry becomes forest skaughter. .

\ To increase the price of wood products will not
help the forest, nor will- government subsidies, tariff
protection, export premiums, grants and bonuses, be-
cause all this carries the virulent and deadly germs of
rising consumers prices. |

Re- and aflorestation are not unprofitable be-
cause the price of lumber is too low, but because the
cost of living is too high. Woodsmen will not be poor

hecause wages are too low, but because the cost of hi-

ving 18 too high. The pricu of lumber does lmt_]}uj{_{: to
be increased by artificial means.” It rises faster, auto-
matically, than any other commaodity, if the demand is
heavy.,  When-industrial products are in such a condi-
tion the manufacturers can catch up with the demand
in a couple of months.
duction. It takes agricuiture from one to three years
to do this, but where forestry is concerned, mother Na-
ture laughs—at—mass—production,—time studies, indus-
trinlism and modern business methods.  She needs at
least 40 years to grow ripe timber, demand or no de-
mand.  1he inevitable result of excessive timber prices

is that forests are cul belore they Lave reached full™

L he cut will be grreater than the mercment.
Thus the forests will disappear, the land will dry out,

muturaly,

“Food, crosion and dust stonms make their appearance,

not as, acts of God, Tt as anan madle calamities.

| Yneidentally, the poor gliaiy lumber_used for

housing, will in its tun merease the cost of Mliving as
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Minimum wages are therefore incompat-
ible with constructive forestry. However, we ih our -
—ignorance, have been trying to- adapt forestry to our

They can increase therr pro-’

L) ennnol afford it the nation: s n
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our consumer's price level with im-= |} rise! The compuny in question had
Cpunity ? o quit —— the woodsmen trekked to
= The wrilers knows—of it lenst one ~ e cities to swell  Uhe  armics of
Lile Compuny- at  the ! ungmployed,
Cwarn of the eentury investing part  Poor  Mother Nature could not
ul7ils reserves In relorestabion. 'l'i:u_-l prpw oune foot ol lumber more r.h.!ﬂl.
i was still low unuugh! “he el Ly,
Lo ullow a compouid injerest ol u!rl.i 11 we wanl Lo have furests,
gl B oper cent on the invested cupi=  we'll b tiahe Them pay.  To
cal, ampde lo neet Ll i.liJ]jj:'uLlllH:.J cevenplish - this, the only thing we
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fhs wan e net profit of the fo-
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habe el hiric at L.
ol the " Tore L n Il;tlurllilli'.:l.'l.l,
brae desilis coubl net have beey !
Uie people o :.:I.'Iil.l.'!ll.'.ll.
fore.l senture wis u by-
L e ey, Hundred: ol 1rl1.'|.1|.1.'l.li..'l.|i"l|', Lo labor pu-’LnuI.iu.l
cad stewaly waorly, win=| o Conspructive  torestry s owe  uns
wied sunimer ® for o low J,'IHHIH:!,‘ Pred ey by that it would pra-
witge., They lived in permanent fo- ] babiy unemiployment altos
rest  villagron.  Nature  took o eare |[pether country like Canada.
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the consumers -would - not - -

YTt Pio P t=—ten s —rminowen, |-Heridos
U hiesee “foress  comimunilies" (o h:h‘v W spemd millions for, non-es-
the Report  calls them)  averg not cntinl public works as  an unem=
built artificinlly with the tax mon-| ployment deterrent, -
ey of all consumers in the country. Consulner organization iy still in )
On  the vontrary, they had takew| its infancy ‘There are signs jthul
root und had grown naturally, like it is prowing steadily. . Even Union
the trees in the forest, ns it .were. | lnbour s showing wigns of un in-
Although the woodsmoen enrned less ] ciplent + consumer camplex. 'The-
thun $1.00 a duy, their stundard of | lndies who - have started this move-
living (what ever this misused word [ mont have a much bigyer bear by
muy mean) wig cortuinly not bolow | the “tail thun they know. If they
that of preosent doy workers™muking succewd in lowering the consumers’
| 4-or B times us much., Security, — | price  level 'permanently thoy will
huppiness ‘and prosperity relgned. huve the honpur of saving thoe for
Hut oh brother, when the. new | cste of he world, more so than gny
bpoed of economic planners took | vthor agency— -— - g

might allegiate the situation temporarily, but
long run 'ﬁ;unh drops do not help a T.B. patient. ' We
have to tickle the cause; which is an economic one, to. .
make sure of permanent success, The forest problem
cannot be cured by spending huge sums of, maney,
even if all forestry were done in the most approved .
way and money was unlimited. The Report does not
"mention that forestry, despite what financial experts
tell us, is an’ inflation indicator probably of greater sen-

gibility and accuracy than ‘gold: that forestry and a

" high cost of. living are incompatible, = in other words, .
that in the Jong run constructive forestry is impossible

. under a high and rising consumers’ price-lovel. Forests

Tuxey will be
would have

tenanee do not pay, n country must whiole bears the losy.
b in w otate of inflation, regard=- | Fur higher than they
[ legn of how muny tons of gold are | been “btherwise,  Huge and growing
honrded: down collnr-  1f 8 govern=| amounts are involved. The forestry
ment be the only (hady nhle to il\*[liutfﬁﬂl will inercase with every rise
dulge in re- and afforeutution, it _in the price Jovel. Tf the cont of h-
s un  indication.  that  consumoers' | ving doubles every 40 yonrs, tho
pricch ure too high for privato ca-| voul of plunting forest will incroasy
pital to attempt it. Tt shows cloar- | preometrieally With it,

ly that forestry is a loslngy gome, If ‘he same aercuygo. of forust cosl-
it were not wur‘ylind}r could and | ing one milllon to plant sny in 1800

would nutorally iinvest savings or| will cost 2 million in 1000, but 4
rouorvos by planting trees on  big |, njion in 1040 wil 8 willion . in

or smull wenle, i
Wian & govertimont ke o takae 1080, und wo on, The cost ﬂf'_mnin-
tenance will go upiin sddition to

over foroslry bpcause private capl-
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