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wnth Beautvful Gift Suggestlons

LA DIES

We Mh inyite you to use the cub facilities en
IMIIIHThm-J-r afterncons, when there is opem bowling
ﬁ_lh?“ You'll enjoy this healthful recrebtica. 7
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OPEN BOWLING SCHEDULE
Fi
Tﬁhﬂn“—lmTMnlwlelm—-lhT-
Friday — 4 0 7 and 9 te 11 Saturday—all day, 10 w» 11

anwr; Snack has a Smack

EVERYONE SAYS OUR

HOT DOGS

Lane’s Haulage
-You Call . We Haul

NO JOB TOO BIiG
NO JOB TOO SMALL

AMERICAN CEMENT FOR SALE

f§ portance to the Church.
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SUNDAY SEHOOL |
LESSON

STEADFASTNESS OF LIFE
_ F o

"by Re% R. C. Todd
LESSON: Rev. Chapes. 1 - 7

ﬁmunﬂ,ﬂm end of the first cen-
4ury, Christians throughout the Ro-
man Empire were enduring h;ﬂer
peruecuum:l under the Emperor Do-
mitian. The origin of this persecu-
tion lay in the demand made by the

its dominions render tribute to Cae-
sar in the form of worship at the
temples dedicated to the divine per-
son of the emperor. Worship of
other gods was tolerated; but the
worship of Caesar was required as
a declaration of political loyzity.
Christians refused to share in what
they regarded as pagan worship and
80 were persecuted as political cri-
minals, ; The persecution varied imn
intensity according to the Xeal of
local officials in eaforcing the im-
perial edicta; but -rarrwhm~ the
followers of Jesus were d.l.ngar
of losing both property and life.
Those who, for one reason or the
other, dullkcd or hated the Chris-
tians such az the Jews and certain
| pagan sects, often took advantage
of the situation by causing riots for
which Christisns were blamed, ox
by demanding the penalty fnr not
observing the worghip of the Em-
| peror,

- During this period of trial, John,
who himsed was suffering for his
flithﬂmuﬂtdnthepenﬂiﬂlnd
of Patimos, wrote a ‘‘tract for the

times” in apocalyptic form Tﬂdlyi
: p!‘uhabljhu-nuldhlﬂwnﬁmit

&z a novel. It is full of strange ‘fi-
gures and fancies, not easily under-
stood today, but familiar to the
people to whom John wrote in the
Churches, and their use probably
helped to deceive the Roman cen-
SOTS.

The purpose of the Book of Rev-
elation is clear, however, and it
carriecs z message of timeleas im-
its muothor
seeks to strengthen the persecuted
with the conviction that the poeal
atrug:g'le in which they are engaged
m a part of the vast and age-old
conflict between good and evil: and
that the final outcome was assured
by the character and purpose and
power of God. The preponderance
of material force might be on the
side of the evil; but mightier than

| Homan state that the peoples of all

the repources of a greal empire are
the resources of God, and in the
end they must carry l.he doy. ‘lhe
glérious Head of the Church would
bring help in the time of need and
final vindication would come and
Uaesar’s edicta wonld be unable any
more to scatier families or cause
torture- or death,

This -week's - logson contains a
passage of the book which was writ-
ten particularly to the Chriatians in
Smyrmna. (Rec. 2:8-11). Smyrna
was & city devoted to Caesar wor-
ship and in such a place. penet:utlun
was bound to be ere and unto
the death. Polycarp, first bishdp of
Smyrna suffered martyrdom in" 166
in the stadium of shat city. On that
occasion the Jewa of the city-—and
there was a large Jewish population,
jm.nad with the in ur-
ing that the hristian leader be
cast to the liots or burned to death,
He was burned, sand although his
death took place on a sabbath, the
Joews were the foremfwd in carrying
faggots into the stadiumr. (see Rev.
2:9).

It hms been said that more Chris-
tiane have died for their faith in
Europe and Asia during the past
ten years thard dorfng the u-
tions under the Roman Empire, And
it should be noted that in our pres-

|

ked with the pagan claims of the!
state, The Christians of

in

ent day werld, too, the persecution
of Christians has usually been lin-

| £

!

]
|
]

R —

contralled p

productinn

©

were persecuted and many perished
concentration becaune
the refused to admit that the Naxi
state had the power to dictate to
the individual conscience in matters

jof faith, and in matters of right

and wrong. In our day, Christian
and Jew have been persecuted to-
gether, for today both realize #hat
they mumt stand together in resist-
ing the eVil influence of paganism.

Wherev:r the state sets itaelf up
as being above the criticlsm of
Christian conscience and the Word
of God, persecution is bound to fol-
low. And the end of the war has
nol brought an end to this threat.
Last fall a young Protestant stood
outside a downtown Presbyterian
Church in Argentina, distributing
leaflets mul'-mg people to come to
the service. He was approached by
one of dictator Peron’s men, who
said, "Come with me.” The invita-
tion was made more pressing by
him showing a revolver he carried.
in his pocket,. Not thirty yardu
away a police officer was directing

truffic, bul the young man knew it
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was useless to appeal to him . for
protection.
ionalist headquarters,
questioned as' to whether he was a|
Jew or a Communist. . Neither”, he
said, “l am a Christian. No matter
whtt you do to me, I shall forgive
you and try to love you" Apparent-
ly this disconcerted the inquisitors.
They took his leaflets away, threa-
tened him, and let him go. It is gaid
that his arrest and inquisition was
due to the instigation of another re-
ligiour body “which say they are
Christians but are not, but are the
synagogue of Satan.” Rev. 2: 9,
10). *

Thiz case suggests the kind of
response that a Christian must make
to the threats and persecution of a

- Gifts for Everyone ==

' MAKE YOUR® CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EASY .

A REGUI.ARGAI.AXY ‘OF GIFTS TO CHOOSE

Elizabeth Arden Presents

-

Chr:stmas Gifts of Dtstmctwn
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Give the Gift that always pleases

GIVE STATIONERY

WARWICK DELUXE STATIONERY
BEAUTIFUL BOXES OF SUPERB QUALITY

TO SEE IS TO BUY
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~ MacCORMACK’S DRUG STOR
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For the Discriminating Writer
THE PARKER 51
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pagan society. Though a pagan

He was taken to Nat- state does not intend to implement
and there the laws of God which this “pious"

grpup would have all men obey for
their own good, the Christian him=
self must obey them. There are
some forms of coercion and social
pressure  just us difficult to resist
as a revolver carried in the pocket;
and some of them are not unknown
in Canadu. Nor is the synagogue of
Satan unkfown. \

In their conflict with Cuaegar and
the evil, Christians can count on the
presenceg and help of Him who is
the Ai’pﬁlgn\und the Omega, the first

jund the last, who was crucified and

is alive fer evermore. Jesus him-
self knew death as the price of loy-
alty to the cause of God: from it he
arose in the triumph of the resur-
rection. If Christinns now share im
his suffering, they will likewiss

share in his glory. - :

N THE DYING YEAR

The winds of chill December,
Wail o’er the dying vear,

And tonight fond hearts remember
The boys who Lo them were dear;
Who, self and self-interests scorning
(Life for them had scarcely begun)
Marched over f.ht hills of thelr
morning,” '

To the rattling roll of the drum..

‘Neath far-off skies.
slecping,
Jungie and ses and plain
Are we thelr ideals keeping,
Or have they died in wvain,

now, are they

S, fiereely a0 conflict rages
Profits and losses and gains,
Nations in fewds enpuging *
Dividing the hills and the plains
Peace seems us 1emole as ever

In spite of the promiszes made,

It would scem noi much honest an-
deuvor,
Mistrust and envy instead.

Unrest, must you be with us eves
Haunting each night and day.

Must we lose yvour company never,
Or are you here to stay? -

Peace, seems remote ag ever
Hate, record of tragic pages

Was it that only, you

Could live fr?/ the far back ages,
So strong is four sinue and thew.’
Envy and greed and malice

Can it be that only they,
Vengeful of heart and calloua,
Have triumphed over decay.
There is good in each man .and pa-
tion,

Will it ever on earth prevail,

And bring to each rank and statiom, —
Peace " instead of travail.

Could we not
: borrow
Speak softly in love's sweet tone.
Lose some of our dread of tomorrow
Reguin some trust that seems Beams Fone,
The music of peace and its gladness
Would vibrate in hearts again
Healing the hurts and sadneas,
With the notes of a swoet refrain -

some forbsarance

Mistruct and greed conld we banish
Many ills that sssail us here,
Wonld from the old earth - vanish
Al&n.t with the dying year.

—B. T. Georgetown. °
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