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e nspiration for wider refoRnations.

| Word they are driven o actiore. Where

Memories

to honour a lifetime
for Efetimes to come.

i

| that men hear the living word ol Ghod,

| garded as a “paper-pope,” comes allve

-3. The relatlonship between the

by Rev. R. Q. Todd
LESSON: 2 Kings - 1 to 23: 3
pDuring - the peried in which Ghe
Kingdom of Judah- Wad gubservient to
Assyrla, the Assyrian religlon was the
official religlon of the country. That,
along with the Baallsm, mentioned in
a former lessoi, really made the rell-
glous sltuntion in Judh corrupt. Last
week we hinted at the rise of power
of Babylon. The rise of this new pow-
ar meant a.decline in tihe political and
military ascencancy of Asgyria, and
that Judah' was In 2 position ‘to act
more independently nan she had Ior
yéars. The phlitical  situation Was
greatly to the advantage of anyons
wishing w underiake rellglous Tre-
forms, since ti.ere was no longer the
political pressure in favour of Assyrian
heabhenism, .
The reforms came in 621 B.C. during
the reign of King Josiah. The Temple

cndemnation of corrupt
religion was so vehement in this book,
that on.reading it the King was great-
ly disturbed and distressed. A public
meetlng was held al which the Kingi
vowad to keep the law of God set forth |
therein, and the peovle vowed to 5Uup-
port him. There followed a vigorous
policy of suppressing the shrines of
heathien worship throughout the coun-
try., which elLEnumwd many cor-
rupt practises which had entered Into
religlous worship. The centre of wor-
ship was made W be the Temple of
Jerusalem, wiere it ocould be more
easily regulated and kepl pure.

While much 1reeded purification of
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‘This does not mean that men can &

| preaching and teaching of the COhris-
tian pulplt.
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humen life therefore cannot be
corrected and made over without ref-
erence to God. ;
4, As we have seen, external improve-
ments under Josiah did not re-create
the life of Judah. The deeper inspes of
life were missed altogether. Reformns
of any ¥ind — religlons, soclal, politl-
cal, economic—sre not easily achleved.
They are not mnade merely by reading
more scripture; they are not made by
merely ‘taking more interest in reli-
gion, merely b bullding up the mesm-|
bershlp and finances of the Church.

nothing. In fact it means that they
must do a ,great deal of confession,
repentance, aud praving for the ald
of the saving grace and power of God,
while at the same time lidtening for
hearing and obeying, the llving Word
of God,:in the Scriptures and in the

PASSENGER CAR TIRES

Here are the features of the
finest tire that tire science
has ever built. -
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e Cushion Cord Latex Dipping

. & "Sawtooth™ Safaty Tread

e Maximum Mileage
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worship was broughl about by this
policy, it is doubtful if the refurms
wouched the (nner spiritual life of the
people a- a whoie, for in the lesson
to follow we shall ~ee thal the society
of Judah was by thii ime »0 corrupt
dhat the reforms under Jusiah o were
not able Lo save it from raln The
srophetess Huldsh declared that any
refurin andertagen by Josiah would not
nre~+rye the panon beyoud his own .
sime. Tetumranly, howeser, the Do-
uon'. doom W id be ~tayed
2 15-20

1: turned out that  during Jontalia g
manently aisp..ed by che fall ol thas
nation <o e arpnes of Lthe new power
Babylon A pelitweal  vacuum '
created in which Judab as-eried ber
independence.  That = indepeidende,
however, was thratensd by Egypl. witd
in battle agalnst Egypt, Kung Jimsiah
fell. Dominance see-sawed lor some
Ume wtweon Eonypl and Ehﬁ:-":-ml with
the weight of power aollima’ely golng
to Babylon .

While the religlous reforms under
Jostalh did not permanently stay the
doom of the natlon, they did have
some good penhanent results. The
Book of Deutsronomy came Lo light;
worship was nenceforth centred W
Jerusalemy and the semi-heathen
ghrines throughout the country Wwere
at last eliminated. Bue they do not
spem Lo have crented any revival of
spiritual or natlonal life in Judah. The
process of social disintegration was
only temporarily Interrupted The rea-
son partly lay, no doubt, in the exter-
nal nature of the reforms. Necessary
and usaful though they may be,
changes made in the owlwird ocondi-
tions of worship do nol nDecessarlly
have 8 profound eflect upon the spir-
jtual lfe of people. Enforced by the
governmenti, these reforms of Jusuh's
necessary though they may have e,

W

12 Kings

reign, the mesi o of Assyiia was THer =
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Robert Chirl=tir, prominent Oana-
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2.24 p.m.

x = To only

Kitchener y — to Btratferd enly
l-—-mnﬂﬂm.md[lﬂ.

. b — Ssn. and hel.

TORONTO YOR —
 MONTREAL — OTTAWA

e AT LONDON FOR —

DETROIT — CHICAGO — LOS ANGELES

FARES AREJ:QW

e
It 1s a four weater salon capahiis of
60 miles per hour and will do 80 miles
to a gallon. 8ir Mlles Thomas

BRITAIN TO BUILD
“PEOPLE'S GROUF

—

already has oWverseas

NEW HORIZONS IN

DIPLOMA IN
CANADA'S FUTUR

WHETHER it be an"engineering degree or a
metalworking certificate, whether it be received in
cap and gown or dungarees, this paper represents

did not reflect a popular desire lor re-
formation. The shrines of heathen
worship may have been closed, but
*hey were not replaccd by a genulne
revival of laith in God.

There are several thihgs «r might
note as to the relevance of uhuy lessofl.
1. The reforms under Josuwh  Wwere
made posaible Lhrough an elfort o re-
pair the temple The “book of the
law™ was Jlscovered In the Temple and
became the instrument of ref ormation
We might do well w-day tn lo:k for
the beginning of _n:tnnnn-u-m wl n.ﬂ.}r!'
aspect of modern Ufe in repairing Lhe
life of W Church. Ln taking the
church seriously, ) as o desire W
repalr It, improve it and revive it, we
mayv. well discover the incentive and

9 It was the discovery and fresh read”
mg ol the senpture wihoelh drove JO=
sial to underake tis reformabion

When mven feel the unpact of God's

no action comes from the reading of
the Serptures, that s oo san that
Gods Word has not been bieard. But
when the Scriptures come o hie, g2

men Lhemselyes come allve In presponse
Loy 1t Tihe times of real reformation,
as in the Protestant Reformation in
the I6th century, and in the Metho-
dis® revival under Wesley, are tlmes
ahenn the Bible, far from being re-

tar men as the lving word of God.

re-
be noted. The growih of. heathenism
ltgious arnd public life of Judah must
was symptomatic of national decay.
The character of religionm life in =
nation whether # is dynamio or
duil, self critical or eaay golng,. @enu-
inely concermed sbout. relationship
with God, or merely formal and n-

accomplishment. It states that this young man
has prepared himself with training for leadership
in his field . . . that he has foresight and faith in
himself.

But more than this, it indicates that our
resarvoir of trained youth has been increased;
that still more Canadians hove equipped
themselves to accept the challenge offered

by Conada's promise of rich rewards to
" imagination and initiative. Lk

Combined with Conada’s vast résources, e
these ambitious young men and women
give substance to the MNew Horizons .z
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