by .Rav. R. O. Todkdl
THE FALL OF THE NORTHERN
' KINGDOM
LERsON: 2 Kings 16:6, to 17:41;
Isatah 28: 1-4 :
The doom of the Kinedom of Israel,
piedicted by Amos In last week's les-
son, comes 10 pess in the lesson for
thizs week. A wave of congquest begun
by Asayria, swept Israel upon its crest
along with the other debris - of deca-
dent nations. - When the Asayrian
oocupation troops were withdrawn, |C
Tarael took the leadership in I
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ripe upon the tree; someone came and
shookk the tree and the fruit fell irre-
vocably . to the groamd! Is that the |.
way WE are?

The fall of nations and emplres us-
ually follows a fairly well-defined
Jpattern. In the days of its youth, the
natlon is vigorous; and because of
stringent necessity it may be discip-
lined, and 'austere in manner of
life. These thinks expr in pur-
poseful action ware to na-
tional greatness. With s oomes
prosperity, with prosperity,. if the God
of righteousness be forsaken, comes a
love of luxury, soclal inequalities and
Injustices, insensitivity to spiritual
values. The moral fibre of the na-
tlon becomes weakeped: the nation
gTows decadent. And the end of the
cycle Is brought about through the
instrumentality of some more vigor-
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intermasried with what was left of
the original Hebrew population; and
it was from this - mixture that the
Samarians, famillar &0 us in New
Testament references, developed.
Amog’ prediction of what would hap-
pen to a corrept nfitlon, was thus
completely vindicated.

In the Southern Kingdom «of Judah,
a prophet named Isaiah was warning
his countrymen of the judgment
which would befall their own mxg}trjr
should she foreake the God of Righ-
teousness. He saw what was happen-
ing to Israel, and points in oparticular
to the alcoholic excesses of that na- [ °Us Nation, agalnst which a decadent
tion, not indeed as the cause of itg people can make neither 3 moral nor :
downfall, but as a symptom of its|? spiritual stand. | -
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Topay aLL Canapa is benefitting from
the tremendous impetus given Canadian scientific
research during the war years,

In university, research foundation and indus-
trial laboratories, increasing numbers of Canadian.
trained scientists are working on projects which
will make for better Canadian living. Staffs of the
National Research Council laboratonies have in-
creased {our-Told since 1939., Their activitiés are
being maintained at the same high level as during
the war—but now devoted to the needs of peace.

Research workers today are constantly opening
up new fields of Canadian endeavour, giving wider
scope for Canadian skills.

Science in Canada befoure the war had
already to its credit several achieve-
ments of world significance —among
them, Rutherford’s original work on
radin-activity, Saunders’ development
of Marquis wheat, Banting's discovery
of insulin.

-Organization . of graduate schools by
Canadian universitics in the early —
years of this century marked the first
important advance of research in
Canada. The National Research Coun-

cil was established in 1916 [or the
encouragement of scientific endeav-
our on a national basis.

«OPPORTUNITIES TODAY...GREATER THAN EVER”

ALEX FORST with his brother Edward took
over their father's modest little hardware
shop in Vancouver 17 years ago. The carly
years were difficult, but, profiting [rom
their errors, maintaining sound policies and
always hard-working, they Slnﬂf; cexpanded
the business, New lines were regularly
-added until today they operate lhr.uiigtsl
reail independent house furnishings or-
ganization in Western Canada.

MR. FORST says: “"Our.eorly faith in Canada as the country in
sohich to build a:busness -has been confirmed and strengthened. Just
as Canada is a much greater country than we started out, so
oo Canadian opportunjties -today are much -groater than ever for
AMhose now, commencing. their qureery.”

&

in 1933 begen a. ccoperativn in re-
search never before  attained  in
Canada. The contributions of Cana-
than  scientists in  such  felds as
alomic energy, radar, airerafi lEFﬁi.l;"‘l‘l
and the development of super-explo-
sives, won world recognition,
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lities at all. The real question is whe-
ther we are sohitueally decadent. Are
there signs which point to our spiri-
wial decadence? Dwoes this fact point
to it; that we spend encugh money on
aleoholic lquors each year 40 provide
our whole population with free medi-
cal and hospital service, and an old
agye pension of fifty dollars a month
1o every person over seventy, as well
ay some other needed socinl services?
What about the fact that not more
than a quarter of our populaion are
connected regularly with any denomi-
nation of the Christian Chureh, or
with the Synagogue? Is there an at-
mosphere of soclal degengracy in the
modern drinking party? Why drink?
To escape boredam, to escape from
reality, to create a false sense of well-
breing, to conform to conventlon?
These reasons themselves are signs of
degeneracy. 1If we are decadent, we
dhall find that war or no war, we shall
not much longer oocupy & place of
praminence and influence in the
scheme of this warld’s life. Wr may
bluster and blow and boast, but in-
evitably the truth of our ocondition
will come ot when we lmve to make
rcan for a stronger. more vigorous
power, which knows wWhere it is go-
ing and how tc pet there, Russia IS
a danger on the horizon ta:uiu:l.: but
all the military oreparation ‘in the
workd will avall nothing, IF we are
spiritually and wmorallvy degenerate.
Indeed, such preparation added to
pugnacity,
by arousing the bear from his den.
We do not, however, have to take a
fatalistic attitude, as though we could
be content to go the way of all na-
tions amd civilizations that decay and
fall. We have an honour to uphold
a responsibility to carry out, a task to
perform, and witness to the God of
rightecusmegs and love revealed in
Chrisl, to make The Hebrews fell be-
caus® they refused to carry out thelr
responsibility tu the world as God's
ohosen people. We do not need to
refuse. Too much is at stake. 8o long
as the patienwe of God endures, we
must face the chmllenge to turn back
to & true seriougness about God and
His ¢laims on human life. It i ours
to face the problams of the world
with sobriety and strength of will and
In the fear of God. We dont haw ig
whisper yet "It is too late!” Some day
it will be, I we do not turn mow. But
now our duty is to ay hold without
delay upon Him timt promises that
“thoy that wait upon the Lord shall
renew thelr strength.” Now ls the day
of salvation. Put that day like every
otlhver day, sinks [{inally Into sunset
and dork night. Through faith I
Hbim who s our salvation, we shall
find the sowrce of virtae, vigour, and
virllity; all that gives purpose to life,
and the mowkedpe of where to go and
how tc get there.

LADY BOWLERS ELECT
OFFICERS FOR 1947

The annual mestng of the Lﬂd&a}-
rLawn Bowling Clib was held Tues-
day evening, May 13th ant the home of
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E J. Meagher of Graymar Farms,
Oakville was prominent at the recent
Wolverine Classic Bale of Holstein
Fresian cattle :n Willlamston, Mich.
gan, where he bought an outstanding
helfer from Carnetlon Farms, Seattle,
Washington, at a price of $1,450. An
average price of $1,138 was established
for the 76 head that were sold.

An interesting feature was the pur-
chase by L. C. Chodwick of Cheshire,
England, of another Carnatiom hred
heider at $2,000.

Other Canadian buyers included
Hon. Geomge 5. Henry, of Toronto
with three head at an average price
of $1,275, and Mr. Lorne B. Reld of
Ripley, with th- second to top priced
bull at £3,000,
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