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- The Georgetown Herald, Wednesday, _]ulyl 27th, 1944

_'The followthg 1s & copy of a report,
written under fire by OCapt. P. La-
belle, 0.0, the advanced Public Rela-
tons Undt, on the invasion front to
I1.+Col. R..§..Malone, assistant direc-
or of Public - Relations, with the
French Invasion army,' The report
which 1s from an officer to his com-
manding officer, has been passed by
the censor but-hes not been ~edited,
ard it gives an Interesting account of
khe duties of Public Relations Officers
with forces in theatres‘of war, It is
released for publibation in newspapers

The report may-be. published In whole
or in part or may be kept for reference.

All personnel. and vehicles of Paibllc
Ralations landed safe. and sound at
different polnta of the Normandy
beach head and different times extend-
ing from H plus 12 minutes to theearly
hours of D plus 2.

There were many close shaves and
we pansider oursedves very lucky not to
have loasl some of our boys. Transmis-
slon of copy started as soon &s Warcos
s the beath PR personnel; by
pigeon and- or surface craft. .

I shal atart with the story of the
FR people who were with me on the
transport: Major Oliver, Messrs.' Muatt
Halton, (CB.O0, and Charlle Luoch
(Reuters), After a comfortable crossing
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FOUR OF A KIND N NATIONAL PARK, ALBERAA
bits. Hundreds of feet of film were ex-
posed showing the public feeding and
petting the cubs and sometimes child-
ren rolling on the grass with them,
This summer these cute little “clowna
of the forest” will have grown to good-
slzed: powerful bears. Tuey will have
become professional begpars, preferring
the easy way of gettlne thelr food w
the naturai way of hunting for it in the

forest. If sufficlent food to thelr liking
| 1s not dorthcoming when they require it
| they will taxe 1 anyway. They will raid
kitchen larders\bmsements, cars, tents
and garbage Complaints will be

thonal Park, Adberta
three brown and ome
~hincdk, - Sucl an unasual occurrence
oeated an attrection, not only-
visilors but- also for the residents
JESper. An 500N as the oubs were big
anough {0 come to town  the mother
+m

‘boar in

we lay at anchor about five miles out at
sea. The two Warcos got first hand in-
formation right in the ship, reading
incoming reports from the beach head
and listening to the B.B.C. They wrote
scme copy that we tried to send back
to the GE. via landing craft, but we
did not sueceed.

We landed on the outer beach after
wadlng from an LCA that had picked

numerous and dventuslly the park’
warden will be asked to shoot these
“cute little cubs” of 1943,

That is why visitors to the national
parks are being urged to refrain from
feeding or petting the bears. It 1z dan-
gerous for the visitors and is usually
fatal to the bears,

Army dfﬁéﬂr Gives |
Account of Invasion

of . June 30th, 1d4, and - aftérwards |’

~

us off the transport. There were explo-
slons in the neghborhood but we oould
ot say exactly what they were. The air
was full of dust and smoke and #
smelled cordite. There

lying in the gand, :

other’s footsteps behind amphitions
tanks, we reached the first coast road.
where I spoke’to my first civillan—
who turned out to be an Italian, and
who understood Itallan better than
French, Somehow, I don't seem. to be

were bodies

. Treading cautiously in one an-{

alble, to
Maj. ver-afd I set up camp in g
cosy and clean lttle house. - We left
‘Halton and Lynch there and proceed-
ed to find MBSS (the PR rendez-vouls
point), which we found asome three
and a half miles %o the north. We
were shelled on the way. That shook
me a bit, but Maj. Oliver never show.
ed signs of nervousness, As-I entered
the hotel “Belle” three bombe fell  in
the vicinity, which prompied Ralph
Alkn,nrthe{}iobemdmnﬂmmu
me “Jinz"” ‘We were soon sa tiafled
that quite a number of Warcos, fotogs,
PR ocers and all four censors had
-lnudednndwerealmadratthuhntel
(as wil be explalned In the fo

peges), 8o, we started looking for
decent blllets where all our group
could be sheltered, in the Cdn. axis of
advance. This we found in what used
to be the German Kommandantim, g
large, rambling, solid stone house and
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NLESS YOU ACT NOW!

§ | Men of Georsetgwn ! lt’s up to YOU!

L away from—the Wops.— -

These are editors and writers of the
CBC central newsroom at Toronto Stu-
dios. (Bee lllustration). It is their job
Lo prepare the day's - happenings for
the alr. Ower thelr teletypes, and
through monitoring posts at Ottawa,
Toronto and Dartmouth, come the re-
ports from the world battle fronts as
well as the human interest storles from

news staffs’ task to study and rewrlte
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' CENTRAL NEWSROOM AY

out—of-the-way places, and it is the|

this stream of news for presentation |:

j y
TORONTO STUDIOS OBC

by trained radio announcers. The plo-
ture shows senlor hews editor willlam
Hogg, taking a call at Ais deak in |
left hand corner. Réading "

} around the tahle from left foreground
‘are: Philip Osrscallen, Matt

Smith,
Bruce Button, Laurence Duffy and Bd-

war Dix. Not shown are night editor
Boby Bryden, who .. handled the firxt

surrendered, MaJ). Oliver took &wo
avay toc a POW erclosure on the
beach and left me to look after the
other three, two of the latter being
wounded. After serching them sand
making sure they carried no wespon,

.| I called on & Jeep driver, who happen-

udtnﬂtapnppoﬁitethemurtrnrﬂ,t«u
keep them ,covered with his Sted. I
then explored the premilses and
grounds, in case there were. hostile
people about. When Maj. Oltver came
back, he was accompanTed by stretcher
bearers who took care of the two
wocunded with the help of the third
(unscathed) German, Wg then ex-
plored the place maore thoroughly and
went back to the village where Halton
and Lunch had been jolned by Capt.
Golding, Blll Btewart (CP) and Joe
Willlcombe (I103). We used press
bags as unit slgns on the garden gate
and thot attracted visitors, amongst
whom were some of our Photographers.

That night there- was a viclous air
ralq.

In the moming, Major Oliver went
forward, sent Halton Jo the U, K,
with Capt. Naylor to do a special
broadcast, and brought the whole
gTOUp Lo our heedquarters. The other
ETOUP was also moved there. As there
WRE only one Jeep available, we had
to organize a shuttle seTvice., But It's
only a matter of a couple of miles ta
or HQ. from the two other towns.

In the QGerman ‘shelters, we Tound
plenty of canned food and we had a
good lunch. Up to then, we had lived
on 2-hr. ration packs ‘We learned
that four chickens had been kilad on
AL alr rald. Marcel Ouimet bought
them from a farmer and, the next
day, we had a chicken supper. The
cook, Pie. Monk. has done an A-] job,
with the help of two Italians who do
not understand g single word of
English. He cannot be praised too
highly, Wemwﬂmwﬂampmhe
Serves-very -tasty-and- bountifil dishes

There is not available af this moment cne half the
farm help required to save the abundant food
crops ready for harvest on farms in this communtity.
et these crops mtist be saved to feed our invading
ed forces—to whom food Is as vitally importemt

‘as cmmunition. They can’t win If they don‘t eat.

vwhidem

Employers

The success of our invading armiee depends more
and more upon us at home. As dur armies advance
further into enemy-controlled territory imore sup-
- -plies must be kept flowing to.them. And particularly
more food. Liberated people —starved under Naz
domination—must be fed. Canada is the storshouse
which must provide much of that food supply.

But Canada’s stockpiles of food have been drained
and have to be replenished. After a light crop last
year from Ontario farms, this year's abundant crops
‘are doubly important. '

pefiod of releass.

Merchants

period.
Clergymen

sallstmantn. -

Mechanics

— -
X Council vor con. lend, -lmhﬂ:;
the weight of your official influsnce
npmhhmrh-mhpmdthngn
“Help the Former” holiday when the sitvo-
tion demonds;. by permitting muhldpality

compondos to ond

troniport
from forms; by giving leodership In orgae-
irstion work,

Yov cm give visgl

anlstance by releasing o shit, or your entire
5, for @ duy or more; by lapressitng the
wrgency of thelr going to the farms for the

You conm ize to

@° in a body with your stolfs on the weekly -
hal-baliday, evenings and wesk-ands; or
you could close your storm for an entirs day
once o week to osslst during thih eritical

You con impres the

need on congregotions; call organirotica
mpatings of yowr man ond boys; omist ser-
vice dubs: ond other bodies ¥ orgonize

Al ar Heonma, laboor

ors, cerks, salesmen, student. You con
" provide the greates! service becowss you

constitute fhe largest body of dtizerm. Assist

in orgonizotion wherever yov con, bwt por-

Unless every available man in this Community will
give his spare hours—evenings, week-ends, hali-
days, holidays—thousands of bushels of .grain will
waste in the fields of this disttict—food that is
vitally needed for Victory. *

-~

HF on the 'm"-r

*

-

Hovlarly in pledging your spore houns %

Serti':ah C!ubls“;:uhm 2 odd o

of socio

mml‘ur thh st comtructhrs taak; by

forming commitiess to work, In co-bperation

with ‘commando heodgearters on mouy
work

-

HERE'S ALL YOU DO

A Form l':un:u-ndn' headgnariers hu:‘hcunm-d_ bers.
Call by phone or in psrson and euler your name and

the fime you can ¢live Baving Food lor

. Meformation can be hed at

mrrm

‘LOCAL COMMANDO MEADQUARTERS

b} = (Ime 1

.. Phone: Duy, 196.
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out of these rations

Tomorrow, we move to 8 castle (a
huge sprawling thing).
Mmen are now cleaning # and ten sap-
pers will go over it tomorrow mom-

with Maj. Oliver,

Each night our present locetion is
under threat of bombs and flak, but
we sléep underground. Last m}m,
anti-personnel bombs Punctured tires
and one radiator. Only bne Jeep was
groundad, however, and K is now in
the hands of an LAD, -

Now about other "lIanding groups. I
shall deal with each one separgtely
on the strength of what I heard from
tach one. :

Joe Willlcombe, aof INS, . landed
alone at about 0630 on D day, as the
beach was belng mortared and maé-
hine-gunned. Capt. Golding and Bill
Etewtﬂ:ﬂPjalnedIﬂmhmahuut
an hour and a half later and they dug
In. Capt. Golding did a grand job,
looking after his two Warcos and try-
ing to contact other PR persomnal
Stories were written in the allt trench-
Capt. Golding met us with Lt Don
Grant, . still fotog,
graphic Officer, PR.O. MD. 2) and
stayed with us for the night with his
Warcos. On the beach, Joe Willi-
combe helped carry wounded to the
RAP. Things were erploding all around
him before and after Golding and
Btewart jolned him.

| e

Then for about three hours, he looked
for stretchers, found many, and helped
carry casuslties to an LOT. He then
looked for the MIBSS and found itin &
village where he went on foot.

I4. Don Grant landed at about H
Plus 156 minutes. When he pushed the
LCA. doors open, he fell iIn the waler,
His craft was swept by MB fire. He did
not dig in but clung to a sand dune,
without beng able to move an eyelid
nshemmtanﬂywveredhfmi-
pers. Somehow he managed to shoot
& picture of his friends clinging to the
same sand dune. For this he used an
exira camera he had with him.

Lt e and 5gt. Grant both
PR fotogs, had a dry landing coming
ashore an SP gun. They photographed
& carrler exploding, Their pix, we now
hear, were a world 000D, ‘They pent
their fllm back by LCT. They had
landed right at the MBSS. about L
minutes after H. Al photographeis
have since been roughing it with the
front line-troops.

At this stage, in case I forget to
mentlon it later, I should say that our
photographers will do anything for a

posed to flak and bombs, to photograph
the fireworks in an afr rmaid, Capt.
Dougall is well liked by his men angd
As

do. In his dealing with the Condocting,
Section, he is most cooperative,

I£. Bell ard Bgt. Grayston,
gEraphers. landed naar the MBSS about
60 pm. In D day. They went formard
with Div. troops and spent the night
with them in a fleld. Capt.

Capt. McDougall was on the drifting

Rhino with Mr. Shapiro, Capt. Naylor,
Dvr. Treganma, Pte, Monk (the

night on the beach,
200 hrs. on D A
other avr. had Monk in
he drove ashcre, with
Bbeals. They missed a
breadth,
Ourrie and Monk started d

proafiing ther

They fnally reached the hotel.

Dvr. Dennis Cpl
Brown and Sgmn. Lancaster w-T
Bec) andﬂDR_Pte.Efﬁegm.hnM
about 3 a.m. on D plus 2. They had &
dry landing. While afloat, they ex--
perienced air ralds and shelling, Ag
500n as they landed they looked for ge.
Wﬁhﬂdﬂﬂﬂdrhue‘nhuuﬂng-furthu'n.'_
all over the front. They finally arrtved
about noon on D plus 2, at the Kom-
mandantur,

Sgmn Clifford and Stephenson
about a.um. on D plis 2, There were air
raids while they were afloat.  They
landed dry. At a transit -camp they
'were moriarad, as the Purrow's trafler
shows clearly. Capt. Qulding,

1 lookout for them, picked them
4 brought them to PRHQ about noon,

Wharoas =




