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"~ The Editor’s Corner

'_.‘(pl. A. Noble Writes History of Norval

Two weeks ago, in this corner, we published a
-ahort historical sketch of the village of Norval. We've had
several readers tell us how interesting they found it, so it
is with real pleasure that we anounce a further treat is at

hand for those who are interested in the background of
that pretty village

Col. Alex Noble who lives on the old Noble home-
stead on R. R. No. 2, Norval, has brought us a very full
and accurate account of Norval, from the time of the first
white settler there. He has compiled the facts himself, and
as anyone who has tried to do a bit of historical research
can tell you, the resultant story, which we publish below,
is the commendable product of many long hours of work :

“Norval as uﬂmmm&mmemumndmelﬁhmm‘

the natural beauiy of this part of the valley of Lhe
of wood and water, and the excellent sakmon fishing,
people early began to settle along the river. Of the ploncers in the vicinlty

the Stephens on the Town Line and the Robertsons and Menzes on the
John Menzies who died at Norval only

Credit, Oakviile and York, (now Toronto}
and the produce was carried out and in,

Township., In those days, Port

r 1820 James MacNabb and his sons Alexander and John
came froem Vermont State, and started the first business enterprise in the
village. A dam was built on the Credit, which furnlshed excellent waler-

. A grist mill and saw mill were established in 1828 and later on a
. which was afterwards changed into a woollen mill. This mill
? in 1878. ;

MacNabbs owned about 700 acres of land In and about Norval,
had a survey made and town ots laid out on a large scare on both
the Guelph road, which is now No. 7 Highway. They named the
was to be “The Village of MacNabb”. Tt had every provislon Tus
. up-to-date city except the people. i

In 1830, James MacNabb leased the flour-mill and sawv-mill to John
‘Barnhart, who ran K for four years. General the Honourable Peter Adarri-
son, & retired officer of the British Army, who was then ving at Spring-
fisid on the Credit, now Erindale purchased a large tract of land adjacent
to Norval, and in 1825 took over the interests of Alexander MacNabb.
Later on, his son-in-law, Major Mitchell came into possesslon.

For fourteen years William and James Gooderham from Meadowvale,
ran the mill and distillery leased {rom MacNabb., Willlam Gooderham
lived In the house now occupied by the McPhersons. James Gooderham
wnas one of the prime movers in having the first Methodist Church bullt.

A second dam was built on the Credit by the Currys., who conducted
& sawmill and Lamber business on the land now owned by Harry Hunter.
Some years latér a brass foundry was estadlished on this site by Thomas

Broadbent of Hamilon.

There was also an asbhery for the manufacture of potash. The wood

. ashes were collected {rom all around the oountry.

In 1840 a Post Office was established and the name Norval given to
the village. The first Postmasier was Col. Wllllam Clay who conducted a
General Store In the stand now occupied by E. H. Barmmhill. Col. Clay was

_a typical Irish bachelor who took a ¥een Interest in public aflalrs and was

reti—posted—on—= was recyve of Esquesing

All necessary steps to ansure that the
land omtaining Capadian War (Graves
Overseas will be held In perpetuity for
the Oanadian people were taken long
ago by the Dominion Government, De-
fence Headqmriers announced rq:nent-
. | 19

By virtue of a longstanding sgree-
ment with the Imperial War Groves
Commizsion all saweh  properties re-
quisitioned during hostilities by ghe
Canadian Army, will be ‘acquired, “not
in the manner or with the consegquen-
ces of a private sale,” but for perman-
ent possession by the Dominlon of
Canada, the statemgnt revealed.

The Imperial War Graves Commds-
slon is the accredited of all the
governments of the Comaron-
wealth of Nations, and the "custodian
in perpetuity” of all the graves of
fallen members of the Common-
wealth's forces. The Oomnmisaion whs
formed during the Great War and
operates under special powers o©on-
ferred by Rowyal Charter.  Its head-
guarters are in Londom, England, and
its Canadian member s The Hon. Vin-
cent Mnassey, High Commissloner for
Canada.

Although, due to the exigencles of
war, ths Canadian Armmy has bad to
assume the duty for choosing War
Cemetery sites, marking the graves
eith the approved, temporary wooden
crogses, malntaining the cemeteries
during hostilities and keeping accurate
and detalled records of those buried,
it has carried out all such preliminary
work under the guldance of the Com-
mission. The transfer of active re-
sponsibllity from the Army to the
Oommission at the end of the war,
will thus be effected smoothly and
without the confuslon which might
otherwlse oocurl.

When that tlme comes, one of the
first duties of the Commission will be
the rteplacement of all temporary
memorials with” permanent headstones.
Such headstones, however, cannot be
erected now, due to shortage of labor,

‘lack of transport and — overseas—the

aver present danger of war damagse,

As a temporalry measure, therefore,
all known graves will remaln marked
by specially designed wooden CTosses;
by the Star of David In the case of
Jewish graves. or by other appropriate
forms of memorials approved by the
Commission These Lemporary mMem-
orlale are ruggedly built, paintea white
and bear the regimental particulars
in black letters. In the overseas
theatres most of them are constructed
on the spot by men of lhe Royal Can-
paian Engineers. I
After peace s declared, and the
daonger of war damiage reanoved. Lthe

| copyrighted headstone

Commission will erect the standard,
which, since
1814-1918. has been reserved as a mark
of honour used only on the graves of
the Commonwealth's {orces. As &

design, regardless of rank. .
This traditional stone memorial is 2

feet 6 inches high. 1 foot 3 Inches wiae
and 3 inches thick.
provided on each stone [or a persanal
Inscription and the engraving of a
religlous emblem,. if the nes -of <kin
s0 desires.

The Commission, In due co rse, will

Wiml_mhucﬁ—ﬂﬁ_
for many years and was once a candidate for the Federal Goverrunenl, but
He had his pecullarities as a businessman, but was always
ative place When he heard anyone camplaining, and finding
vilage, he used to tell them It was a dirty bird that
n nest”. During his loog and active life, he boasted that he
never wore & white shirt; never carried a watch: and never missed a train,
after having been postmaster for 45 years

this period, industries began to flourish. Willlazn Watson
a carriage factory, which did a thriving business for many
was continued by his grandson, William Walson Jr.. and later
by Scolllngs and William Thompson = Thompson Hewson opened a saddler
shop and did a large business, which was afterwords coptinued by hls sons,
Joseph and Thomas Junilor. Another saddlery was opened by E. W. Gallop,
who made a specialty of [ancy light harness which won many prizes at the
local Fal' Fairs. Another noted saddler was Bquire Swilzer who made a
specialty of rlding saddles. Jaseph Clark, Robert Harper, Robert Wal-
son, John Holmes, Gesrge Day and W. Western conducted blacksmith
shops, Arthur Little opened a cobbler shop for the manufacture of bools
and shoes. Mr. Little was an enthusiastic Orangeman and was very aclive
in the promotion of Norval Orange Lodge No. 158, and In the_bullding of

the Orange Hall for a meeting place for the lodge in 1866, William Jackson,

familiarly known as the General, settled in Norval in 1858 and opened a
cobbler shop on Draper Street and contlnued to mend bools and shoes
and dispense his fund of wonderful storles to friends and customers lar
many years. Thomas Hambly opened another shop a litfle later on. At
this time James McKenzle conducted a perk packing establishment There
geemmed to have been plenty of work to keep them busy.

Religlous and educational facilities were not altogether neglected. A
Adan Ohurch was built on the site of the present cemetery about

1830 and Lhe present AnNglean Church was bulli 11853 Two of-the-best —
- known minisiers were

Rev. Joseph Alexander of the Presbyterian, and
Canon O'Meara of the Anglican Ohurch. There Was o Methodist minis-
ter resident In the village until recent years. Dr. Johnson and Dr. Cun-
ningharmn medicine, and in the early sixties, Dr. Samuel Webster
began his practice and continued lo look after the health of the people
till his retirement when he was appointed Sheriff for Halton County In
1900,

The public school was established, and a mechanlcs institute with o
library was maintalned for years. When David Buchanan and Thomas
fmith were Leachers, the school was sitimted on the lop of the nill just
south of the Cemetery. This school bullding was afterwards purchased by
Qray the tallor, apd made Into a house, on Its present site on Yotk Street.

Gray wes & little man who became the langhing stock of the boys
because they said he was afraid to enlist with the volunteers for active

- service against the Fenlans in 1888, when Norval sent a ocOMpARny of 42

—~teyyeh Canadians to Nlagara under Captain Joseph Kyle, TLieut James
shaday 800 Ensign Robt. Curry, with Dr. Webster as Medical Officer, to re-
e iDvaders m_m}mﬂﬂdlhuﬂhﬂﬂmdﬂmaﬂrm

in the middle of harvest time, at fifty cents a day for pay. This was
suppiemented by & municipal grant of 25c per day. We arme

pad to know théy all reached hame safely, and after nearly forty

the ra were resarded hy the government with a medal and a

Iand In Northern Omntarlo. : -

drill shed was built a couple of years later for the
of Norval Csmpany which became No. 4 Compeny of the

symbol of the equality of sacrifice all
beadstones are of identical size and '

Ammle space Is |

Canadian War Graves Overseas
Wil be held in Perpetuity

also in cases of single and private pur-
mls, where relatives wish their dead
0 share the +traditional memorlat
with their comrades who rest m for-
eign Iands.

The erection of private or unit mem-
orials In military cemeteries or Service
ploty howevier cannot bhe pernited.
Such A praciice would destroy the
harmonious appearance of the plots
and violate the Commission’s palicy of
equality of treatment.. Chvil cemetery
authoritles for a like reasomn, also pro-
hibdt the erection of private meémor-
fals in Service ‘plots. -

These policies, which have guided
the Cormenission since it was first en-
trusted with the maricng ang care of
the graves of those who fell during
19014-1918, have won the sympathy and
understanding of the peopte of the
British Commodnwealth. The War
Crraves Cemeteries which were laid out
in all parts of  the world, as a result
of the Coommission's labors, have been
universally recognized as places of
quiet beauty, fitting memormass creat-
ed by the Commlssion’s arcnitects and
landscape artists as a fAinal tribute to
those who gave thelr lives n the
course of duty. The same meticulous
care governs the work of the Com-
mission In the present war. °
To attempt such an underaxing m-
the midst of the confusion of war,
however, would not, In the Commin-
slon’s opinion. be conducive to the
satisfactory discharge of its serioualy
held responsibllities to the next-of-kin.
DUnti! hostilities cease, therefore, Oan-
adalan War Graves Overseas will re-
meain marked by temporary memorTials,
while the cemeteries themselves will
remain in the care—dl. the Military
authorities untill taken over by the
Commission for permanent embellish-
ment and malntenance,

Reltives who wish to make enquiries
respecting war graves should address
them to Imperial War Geaves Oom-
misston, Canadian Agency, 312 Trans-
portation Bullding, Ottawa, Ontario.

THE BPRING WHEATS UP IN THE
WEST"!
By H. G. L. Btrange

“IDark green leaves even stand,
strong healthy planis”"—Rejolced the
farmer.
“The result of a well cultivated seea
bed” —Remarked the implement ageot.
“The sced was well ‘treated before
sowing"—Olaimed the chemical sales-
marn. 5
“The farmer used our new fertilimer”
—Explaned the fertilizer man.
“High qusality seed was used”—Aver-
red the sced grower.
“The farmer certainly followed my
advice"—Pointed uut.i the extension
IFLERT:.
“Don't forget we- had good spring
mins"—Announced the meteorclogist
| “That's our new improved variety”™—
: Asserted the plant breeder.
“The varlety is resistant to plant
| disease”—Malntained the plant patho-
logist.

“There's no apparent
age —HReported the entomologist.

“The fleld is remarkably free from
weeds ' —Stated the plant ecologist.
“It's ithe annual miracle of mass

Inrite 1o ﬁﬂ*?mmrﬁm*ﬂht:dtr*hﬂi
particubars of such lnsceriptivia %0
that all may be in readiness to make
and erect the permanent-inemorial as
00T as opportunity permits. Such de-
tails as the next-of-kin wish 10 have
recorded In the permanent printed
register will be secured at the Sunc
time and in the same Way.

As in the last war, many are miss-
ing and have no known graves. m
such cases the Oomundsilon will In-
vite the next-of-kin to  supjsy e
necessary particulars for mscription
on whatever type of memorial is chos-
en o commemornle thelr sacrifice.
No charge 1s made for emporary
markings permanent headstones or the
necessary engravings The Commis-
ston’s funds are provided b¥ the varl-
ous Governments of the Common-
wealth,

The Commilssion s prepared 10 ark
all War Graves with the same dis-
tinctive headstone not only In mill-
tary cemeteries and service plots. but

damper on amny further

RobL.

firm basis.

One of the outstanding objects
to Inspire the oconfidence
chaken by [ormer mismanagement

could get cash for Lhell_' 1nnad.

was necessary to a successful miling

the best farmers’ markets in Omtario.
There was still an abundance of

the saw-mill was sold and replaced

of Glen Williams

-

new mill built at the western end

giew, until it suffcred the same fate

= -
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This brings us up to an In
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Mrth"—Declared the blologist.

“Present condition of crop M% of
normal”"—Wrote Lhe crop reporierl.

i “Looks like a yleld of 200 million
bushels”—Estimated the statistician.

“There's food f[or a hungry worldl”
—QOrated the stalexman.

‘““The growing population demanded
the wheat—the farmer grew it"—De-
duced the economist. -

swheat has always been grown In
almost every part of the world pot-
ed the historian. :

“It's because of human drift — the
aelong migration of peoples”—Rellect-
o the phillosopher.

“It's simply the result of a combin-
atlon ©of phosphates, potassium, nit-
rogen. other mineral salts, bacteria,
fungi, light, moisture and heat”—Pro-
nounced the scientist.

But o little child exclaimed: “OH
MUMMIE LOOK, ISNT IT WON -
DERFUL! GOD MADE IT DIDNT
HE?"

nusiness seems to hinve been Bourishing. in the village up to-the-Ume . ..
af the bullding: of the Grand Trunk Rallway. This rallway, through the bad
judgment of those who ownhed the land, which changed the proposed route
nf the road just scuth of the village to one mile and a quarter north, put a
business notivities,
Georgetown as competitors on either side.

and bulll up Brampton and

when the [lour., saw-mills, and woollen factory were LKETT Over by
Moble In 1BGB. business secmns to have been at o very low sbb. The
mils had been standing idle for two years, and it was only after months of
hard and patient labour that confidence was restored and business put on a

of Mr. Noble's business methods was

of the farming community,, This had been 20

that the farmers would leaws their

loads of grain at the top of the hill and welk down to the mill to see U they
He pYways believed that thelr coOperation

business.

The carrylng out of these principles eventually made Norval one of

first

and & large amount of lumber was cut d

mill was leased to men practical In the bualress.
Ross, next Smith and Wilby, then gamyue]l Bsaumont, whose sons are

suoessf ity conducted . by Turner and Co.

as 1ts mﬁmu-nr

petiod of extansion and knprove-

muﬂmbnhwﬂlmmmﬂﬂ!urnnﬂ:ﬂm.“ ,
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BUSINESS IN FOULTREY
What Is peeded in e poullry Indus-
try, states the Dominion Departmens
of Agriculture, 1s for more poople to
jook-at the indusitty Iin a business Way
and exmmine crithally svery item of

" cust comsistent with maintamea guality

and efficlent production. For example:
preventmble losses in’ young chicks and
growing atock amount to a very large
sum ewery year. The purchase of baby
chicks s an Investment, and It s souna
business on the part of the Invesvor to
protect that investnment. This can be
done best by purchasing good stook:
by having clean and adequate DOoOusg;
sultable brooding equipment; proper,

mmﬁmmmmd

PISFUSAL UF USED CARM

To forestall any aﬂun:trnt selling
prices which hsve been established for
them enforvement officers of tne Prices
Boafd, have requestad the cooperatlon

ronto buyers, he maid, shersd consult
Dougleas McEnight, of the Board's To- = T

f
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NIELSEN
THE CHIROPRACTOR
- Drugless Therapist
3ist Year of Prectiss
lady Attendant
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Monument Works

wW. R Edwards
Maouneenis, Comelery Letboring
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Good dispiay of Monuments oD
Your patronage
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THIS WORK
16 Years Emperience
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