Water Dollars
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PIC ALVORD aimed a plump fin-
ger at the contraption of wheels,

s and tube coils on the platform
attached to his gaudy trailer. Turn-
. .ing to the wisp of an old man be-

— side him in the hot, dusty alley of"
' ““Just the thing

___Sundog, he urged:
~~Hor your dry ‘clalm’, Watcht* -

' "He touched a bution. A tiny mo-
" tor, prestone-cooled-—always a good
—-isales. point—began to purr. Wheels
" flashed. Fans cut air. A two-inch
" pipe coughed and was spurting awa-

ter. '

Old Hank Barth hitched his bat-
tered canteen higher on one thin
shoulder. Baby-blue eyes stared in-

s . credulously at the jet.
all comin' from?"" he marveled.

Spic restrained a chuckle.

“Where's it

His

guarded inquiries about the dumb-
...hess of the prosperous old prospec-

tor had not been time wasted.

““Alr contains moisture,”
worated.

Spic
“These fans draw air into

“those coils, where electrical cur-
rents,”” he lied glibly, *'condense its
moisture into a gushing stream, pure

and cold."” .
' He stopped- the machinery, an

d

the jet died. No use draining the
tank cleverly concealed in the trail-

€r.

-—. Ing Sants.- 7,
ter steady for my sluice boxes—

Barth smiled like a child meet-
“If I had that much wa-

“*Only two grand,”” Splc encour-

aged.

Barth patted a bulging vest pock-

el.
It'’s temperature—"*
 zled. :
“"Yep. _
nothin’ to out at my diggin’'s.

‘““Ain't the money worries me.
' “Temperature?” Spic asked, puz-

It's hot here, but this is
Fiery

Desert is like a candle. Air so siz-
2lin" mightn't have enough water to
make this proposition work at all.”

“All air contains moisture,”” Spic

argued.
““Not on old Fiery."
“*How far?”
“Forty mile.” Barth glance
aside. *“‘Just give me time to loa

up my truck with supplies. Stuck .
r rain till T drank my

out waitin’

L.tin of atoes,

d

d
it

Spic hustled him towards the lux-
urious sedan that drew the trailer.

Take neo chance on a sucker: talking-

and being tipped off. “‘Can’'t wai

L.

Bring you back afterwards for your

truck,”” he promised.

Before entering, Barth examined
his canteen: without water one can
live only a few days on a blistering

desert.

Spic slid behind the wheel

and placed his own canteen on the

Y- -3 ]
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cshowed. énough gas to mak the
forty-mile trip there and back nice-

ly, he judged.

Soon to the hum of an air-cooled
motor, the desert was opening. Chol-

la cacti and sun-seared

ridgcs

streamed past the windows of the

speeding car.

Presently the road

grew bad. Second gear was often

necessary.

Spic gulped time and

again from his canteen. Barth sipped

aoccasionally at his.

“How much

farther?’ Spic questioned when they

had pone forty-six miles.
““Just a piece.”
“You said forty."

“Forty as the crow flies,'® Barth

hedged.

*s farther. How's gas?”

“By this corkscrew road

Spic loocked dowmn, startled. Sec-
ond-gear driving had drawn beavily

on the tank. It was almost empty.

Barth sighed. '‘Drive on. I'

It

" foot it back to town and bring some
out on my truck. There's one spring
on the way I can strike for water
Take me four-five days.” He smiled

pityingly at Spic's soft bulk. “You’

hafta stay at the shack. You never

could hoatf it to town.”

The starved motor was coughing
when Spic stopped before ‘'a rough

board cabin overlooking a row

”'

sluice boxes in a dry Yellow gulch
Despite the furnace blast of a late
afternoon sun he smiled confidently
as he got out and led the old pros.

pector behind the trailer.

His touee

I

awoke the water machine. Wheels,

fans, pistons, fAashed

k. Water gushed. =

- Barth grinned to his ears 1
got even the air of old Fiery licked
he cackled

Togethoer

int

they Lhifted and
wio the shadow of the citbin and <
it down Stay here and dontt g
lost,”” Barth advised
I start the sooner ' get bacEh wil
gas.”
He turned abruptly and struck o
- into the desert. across lengthenin
rock shadows., Spic
out of sight. then entered the

e !
the heavy but worthless contraptog
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little shack. On a shelf he saw ba-

con, beans, flour.
food made him thirsty.

Sight of the dry

- Spic raised his now light canteen
to “his lips, drained it in two quick

gulps, then lumbered across

the

room io a barrel above which a tin

dipper hung.

The barre} was empty. °

Suddenly he remembered what
Barth had said about drinking his

laslt tin of tomatoes.
bling, he began to search.
was no water in the cabin, nor an

Hands trem-
There

substitute. :
» Three days later a weary figure
dropped fiat beside a desert spring,
thrust. ttx—face into the water and

arank . thirstily.
Sundog. . ! '

One more day to

. . Though Iife-giving, the water was
hot and bad. Hank Barth sighed
The fine cold drinks Spic was en-
joying whenever he turned on that

walel machine!
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WE DONT BUFPFOSE that you would
call it news U we mentioned that
this Canada of ours i5 a Bilg
Country. We never realized its size un-
il driving on the Prairie. Out there
one can see qulie a distance and be-
sldes that there are no trees to break
the distant . scenes. --Ii-is-—-somewhere-
around three thousand miles [rom
Halifax to Vancouver. . Yes we could
say that Cannda was & big country.
ﬂEﬂMMMBﬂuﬂe its xize
when they come out here and the aver-
afie person” ovér there who has never

of just how blg It really is. -Naturally
we ‘think that .they should have a
much better idea of our Dominion but
most of us havent a much better idea
of the size of the - Britlsh Islands
clther. Just to settle our curiosity we
measured o large map of the Islands
and comparing them w the scale of
the map we found that-from Lands
End, which 1s the extreme Southern
point of .the maln land of England, to
John O Groat's House, which is the ex-
treme Lip of Scotland, on the north, is
approximately six hundred miles. A
motor trip {rom Toronto to Montreal
would cover about three hundred and
Hity miles sg that would glve us an
idee of tne length of the British Is-
lands. With those lads of ours aover
there holldaying in~s50 many different

they have to travel to get there and
compared with a trip in our country
most of their trips aren't very long.
Of course they do thelr travelling by
train instead of by Molor as we might
like to do it. Even a trip right around
the Island, along the coast, wouldn“t
be 2 very long trip. One Lhing stre the
boys that are over there are learning
8 good deal about the Old Country and
it will be interesting to have their
opinvion of the many wuys.-they have
of doing things- over there compared
with the way that we do them. We do
hope that those boys and girls will all
be spared to come back and tell us all
about the Old Land when they el this
Blg .Job cleaned up.

DURING THE FIRST Great War we
haa some difficult words to pro-
nounce such as Ypres. It was called

evervthing from Yee-Pee to Wipers.

In ihls war we seem (o have 50 many

new noames to pronounce and it l= in-

teresting to hear the pronunciation of

some of them. For instance Truk s

is pronounced as though It were spelled

Trook We often wonder who ls-the au-

[ thority on the way any glven word

been in Cahada hasn't very much ideg’|

places we like to have an idea howsfar|

should be pronounced. And styles seem
w change in 'pmnunr.:mt.i.un as they do
in o many other things. The word
Programme used to be pronounced
Pro-Gram now the up to date an-
rouncer calls |t Progrum. The new
wayY of pronouncing thalt word though
often doesn’t !mprove the quality of
the programme that follows, Progrum
woulu do alright to announce those
Blue Singers that carty on with a ra-
ther mournful howl, In fact even the
title progrum Is far too good for
them.

THE BOYS OVERSEAS were recenty
" Informed that some of their Janu-
ary mall had to be dumped Into
the Atlantic. This then would account
for those mlssing letters that we all
looked for early lh February. As far as
we know Lhis 1s the flrst time that any
letters to us [rom over there have not
aeen recelved, Just about a year ago
some of our letters Lo England failed
to arrive. The mail service on the whole
has been very satisfactory, we would
think, considering the many problems
that have to h-c_l'l.ﬂed.

THE LQCAL DRIVE for funds for
the Red Cross is on right now.
There Is no need of walting for a

canvasser to call. Just hand In your

contributlon to headquarters, in fact
we shouldn't have to be canvassed for
funde for this worthy objective at all

Wr =hould consider it a privelege to

he able to help along that organiza-

tt. The zero hour for the opening of
that much talked of Second Front Is
just around the cormer. The Red Crosa
is~ ready to do Its part: They look to
ns to providé  the necessary where-
with-all to enable them to carry on
We are net volng to let them down.

.

TERRA COTTA
FARMERS' CLUB MET

The February meeting of the Terrn,
Cutta UFO. anga FFW. Clubs wns
held &t the home of Mr. and Mrs
Cilfford Cook .

The Women opened thelr meeting by
the singing of “The Maple Leal™ and
repeating the Lord's praver Mrs, Car-
sun -Watson gave a paper on “'Swoet
are the uses of Adversity.” x

Mr. T. L. Leslie and Mrs. Cook gave
the histories of thelr farms from the
time the land was sold by the Crown
Mrs. Cook ahowed the Crown deed for
their farm, beafing the ses! of ‘Willlam
TV. ‘
Progressive euchre was piayed, Mr,
and Mrs. E. Armsirong won the prizes.
Lunch was served, .

Have an Irish joke ready for the
March meeting, at the home of MY,
and Mra W. Hdd._
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HrrE is evidence that cannot be

denied . . . ‘unsolicited praise for
Red Cross straight from the.
hearts of repatriated war prison-
ers, men who have been through

it and know from first bhand ex-
perience just what it is all about.

Thousands of their comrades are
still in enemy hands. Help Red
Cross bring each one of them
back with the same wonderful

story

to tell, a story of Red Cross

light in the very shadow of death. -

Over 399, of the money you give
is earmarked for prisoners of &3
“war., Give generously that this™ 72777

amount will swell

to mecer the

growing need. What we've done

is small to what we'

ve yet to=do!

HED CROSS HEADQUARTERS
- Phone 18

‘s S

| British Bal;kers. on
Postwar Prospects

Their Views on Britain's Place In ine
New Form and Directlon of
Worikd Trade

Wigh belief in wvictory transformed
from = dogged aol of faith into a well-
founded conviction, leading British
bankers, aocting upon the principle
enunciated by the London head -of
Barchys Bank that -“events do not
wait upon plans’, are now gving
much aitention o the aftermath of
.war and ¥the problems that will fol-
low..

Thus for the frst Ume durlng the

war the Chairmen of all the larger
banks In the Untted Kingdom, whose

annual meetings have just been held.
have devoted the general content of
thelr reviews addressed to shareholders
o a consideration of prospects and
preparations  In regard, first, to the
transition period {from war W peace,
and, second, In respect to the long-
vorn outlook  for the recovery of
world trade. -

In order that Canadians may have
an opportunity of studying these views,
the Bank of Montreal. in a speclal sup-
plement accompanying ihe Fobruarty
tesue of Ms monthly Business Sum-
mary. just published. has reprinted ex-
tructs fm the annual addresses of
the chalrman of sixof the leading
btarks in the United Kingdom.

In an introduction it Is noted that,
as In Oannda, the finpncial statements
of the respective banks show deposlt

and other accounts at record hlgh le-
vels, with unifoermly high lguidity of

assets. Ay
POST-WAR TRANSBITION PERIOD

In respect to the-poél-war transition
period, the view is expressed by Edwin
Pisher, of Barclays Band, that there
will be no sudden or violent change-
over, because the perfod followlng the
dominated by scarcity, em-
the latent demands which

spring to iife. ) ]
this. . reason, he saltl, “we
anticipmte & measure ‘of control,
the exercise of priorities, undll
whole mechine adjusts Itself to
new conditions. But no one will
to see _the vontimmneoe of any

be
by

trol which has outlived Iits pur-

&

pose, for although there must alwnys
be mafeguards Lo protect the intereats
f the State and of the community, the
very same Interests are besl served by
glving full reln to those priceless
assets, individumlity and enterprise,
which can [lourish only in an atynos-
phere of freedom. In this lmmediate
period after the war, we may expect
to see gctivity and stimulus to em-
ployment, but we must s0 prepare our-
selves that the prosperity which such
a condiion creates does not bind us 1
the problems which will follow.”

The Hon. Rupert E. Beckett, Chadr-
man of the Westminister Bank, ex-
pressed the opinion that some con-
msiderable time would elapse belore the
nations of the world could be envisag-
ed a3 working peaceably together. The
prime need of those who had under-
gone the miserjes of invasion, starva-
tlon and slavery would be an nde-
quate supply of [food. sheller and
clothing.

“Thus for some time after the war,"
he sald. “the allies will have to be, as
it were, self-contained, and perform
the mle of general provider Lo the
siricken oatlons and re-creator of
thelr industries. The first essentinl step
shen s for the allies w thresh out

inter se e means towards these ands,
America, Russina, Chinar  and our-

selves shinuld be able to achicve m.-
racles =0 long ns our solldarity as war

comrdes can be continued M years

of pence.”
. The, Rt Hon. Lord Wardinston,

Chalrman of Lioyds Bank, sald, in

connection with the transition period,
that 1 would be a grent reliefl to in-

dustry if som@: definite announcement
souid be made on an imporinnt point

stressed in the teport of a delegation
appointed by the Leaguc of Natlons
Iast yoear, which report stated:

“The post-war problems crenled by
e constructlon of war plants will be

partisularly sertous | provision is not

made o allow producers to amortize
thelr plangts adegquately uring ¢he
war. If, In ghe interests of national
revenye, amortimtion rales are iept
low, s0 that at the end the war the
unamortised capiml wvalue as deter-
mined by the Income ft can earn in
the production of pemte-tlme goods, =
powerful factor of dislocation will have
been creatad. \

THE PROSPECTS OF REOOVERY

. Asking “What are the prospects of
our recorery after the war?" the Hon.

Rupert E. Beckett said: "It Is obvious

that we have sulfered considerable
losses in many directlons: our stock of
gold, our’ forelgn
iships at sea, our faclories and houses.
The totwl loss from ali these sources

catinot be easily computed: it is car-
tainly severe, birt should not be unduly

inrge either * in comparison with our
pre-war total national wealth or

with our current productive capacily.

character of the peace settlement. If
plare Is established with thé apear-
ance of durabllity, the possibilities of
recovery not only for ourselves but for
the world at large, will be greatly sti-
mulated and wilil be rendered more {a-
vourable than at any other time dur-
lizg the past quarter of a century.
In conneotion with this subject, the
topric . discussed ot greatest lengih in
the addresses wag that of the re-estan-
llshment of export trade, Lord War-
cington declaring that “without It we
can nelther eat not work”, and that “it
is idle w suppose we can cxist on home
markeis alone.” He sald that as there
had been o great reduction in the fo-
relgn Investments ol Britnin, the in-

terost on which provided one of the
chlelf Invisible exports of the United

Kingdom, they would - be more than
ever dependsnt on restoring  gheir
visible exports to the fullest extent.
Edwin Fisher expressed a stimilar
view, remmarking. “Situaled ns we 4are,
our dependence on lmports cannot be
denied, and lmporis have to be pald for
'y exports. Thus, ¢ven aflter malkdng
:.ulluw:m:*{-:a for the increasgd produrn-
Ltive power which has been generated
|at home during the impelling war
yeeirs, we must bulld up our over-
sens trade f we are to restore, let alone
improve, our standard of lving.”
Nothing that, under the stimulus af
| war, conditions, sccondary industries
|had been developed and extended in
| primary producing countries, and tha*
| British merchiandise and services must
expert o meet o growlng rigour of
competition as the deficiencles arising
out of the war are made good and the
Imore permanent pattern of the future
|cmerges, Mr. Pisher sald: “Neverthe-
less, it 1 & fact ihat through the In-
dustrial development that has taken
place in those countries, thelir stand-

they should be in m position to wutilime
their galn in purchsasing power in tHe

markets of the world to the beneflit of
all concernad.'

investments, our’

Muzh, however, will depend upon th

ards of life should tend to rise andy[S8I0E.

The Hon. Rupert E. Becketi sald K
was mainly on the export side of fowde
that unemployment before the wWax
was most marked and proved so obetl-
nate to ‘cure, and, in this respect, the
difficulties had not decreased—bub
multiplied, Exporters would find them-
selves operating In a world 'wherw-
marked changes In the form and di-
rection of world trade hed beem
'brought about by the war. He pro=
cecded: “America will emerge a3 &
more powerful competitor in the expors
fiald. but on the other hand, Continen-
tal and Japanese competition will be
much less formidable. South American
countries, formerly among.our begh
oustomers, have turned energetioally
towards industrialization of thelr ownm
cconomy, as -have also importank _
countries within the Empire, from
which it follows that the demand from
these sources for some classes of our
roods will be smaller-than heretofore.

"It is therefore up to us to be ready
with new and attractive lines of goods
%0 ns not to miss thie chance of at least
maintatning. our trade with theso
countries at s pre-war level. Them
some of our principal -exports de-
mand imports of the raw material, bot
we eannot pay for imporis except by
¢xports. Another part of our imports
consists of food of all kinds; whilst
~ntlnuing to foster our own Increased
agricultural output, we can, if need be,
eyt Imports to & minlmum, but we
shall to that extent prejudice the pur-

ichacing power of the primary produp-

ing countries, with Inevitable ad-
verse repercussions on our own trade
All these, and other factors, render the.
outlovk for our export trade {ar from
slmple d strajghtforward, and re-
solution " of the complex problema in-
volved with call for vislon, energy, and
perseverance.” Mr., Becksid added =
warning against apocepling at this
stage "eaxy phrases angd pleasant pro—
gnostications'” founded on schemes put -
forward by economists and others.
“Already,” be sald, "the Government
debt !n this country has rissn Lo moTe
than $80,460,000,000, and the end is Dok
yvet. The costs of servioe of the debX
will have increased oonsiderably. All

|mationa in the workd war wre In e

dilemmea and are spending oo &
similarly prodigious scals: X repea$,
then, how oan snyons sy ot this
stage What ‘- we can afford when Whe
longed-for days of peace st st ar-

rive?”




