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The'Editor’s Corner |
THE BIG JOB’S AHEAD—THE BIG NEED IS NOW

The Canadian Red Cross drive for funds begins
February 28th and concludes March 15th. it's a call
for assistance which every man and woman in service
is echoing, a call which, if we have a heart at all, we
can't refuse. ' | o @

Because of the terms of the Geneva Conven-
tion, no government funds can be turned over to the
Red Cross, and it is for this reason that the organiza-
tion asks for your support. The Society operates as an
auxiliary of the Department of National Defence, how-
ever, and submits its audited statements to the Auditor-
{eneral of Canada.

A large part of Red Cross monies is spent on
sending food parcels to prisoners-of-war. There are
two men from Georgetown, Eddie Francis and Johnny
Wilson, whom we-know to be definitely in German
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extend financial assistance to Provincial Governments,
in order to stitnulate trade apprenticeship training. Do-
minion-Provincial agreements on the subject are pro-
vided for. - . -

‘ For the fiscal year 1944-45 the Dominion fund
availabie for distribution among the provinces is not to
exceed $250,000. This sum will be'raised to an annual

$1,000,000 for later fiscal years.

The planned Dominion assistance 18 designed to
supplement regular industrial apprenticeship training.
Apprentices, while working at industrial trades, will be
subject to working conditions and wage rates determin-

ed by the province under the agreement, and will be

.. paid by the employer in'the usual way.

Each province must administer its share of the

fund under an apprenticeship act or its equivalerit, and |

will be required to appoint one. or more apprenticeship
committees, composed of an equal number of represen-
tatives of employees and workers, together with repre-

sentatives of Provinéial Departments of Labour and

Education. . | .
Both ex-servicemen and civilians will benefit by

the scheme. Where training of returned men 1s approv-
ed by the Minister of Pensions.and National Health,

“ the Dominion will pay full costs. In civilian cases,

costs will be divided Afty-fifty between the Dominion
and Provincial governments.

Commenting on the Order, Honourable Hump-
hrey Mitchell, Minister of Labour, stated: "It is import-
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ant for the welfare of our industry as a whole, that a |

sufficient number of our young people in the post-war
world should be given trade training of various sorts,
so that they may be among the most highly skilled wor-
kers in the world.” _

~ The Order defines an apprentice as = any’ person
at leas: 16 years of age wha enters into a written agree-
ment with an employer to learn a skilled trade requir-
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prison camps. Both these AI=ity in letters H::if“i"é‘.‘i:‘a;nnnt | ing a minimum of 4 000 hours-of reasonably continu-
emphasize too much the importance of giving to the ous employment . . . "

-1 : Georgetown Phone 150w
Red Cross. Altogether over seven million prisoner-of- Agsistance from the Governments will
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war food parcels have -been packed by the Red Cross,
and reading between the lines in these two boys’ letters
we know what they're trying to tell us, They'd be
nearly starving if it weren't for those Red Cross par-
cels. If the organization did nothing else but this, it
would be worth all the support you could give, wouldn't
it?

T 77T Bat that's only 37.607¢ af ihele work, to be -

f'ff the hmil\c:f its

exact. Another important task they're doing is In
the field of blood donor service. With casualties
mounting every day, this department will be taxed to
supplies. There have been seven blood
donor clinics in Georgetown, and a splendid response
from the people of Georgetown and vicinity at all of
them. The blood is given free, and the local nurses
and doctors and committee in charge give their services
free, but in spite of this, the expense involved in ob-

. taining, preparing and packing the serum for use on

‘the field of battle is high. With every battle the need
ws for life-giving blood, hospital supplies, .medical
_supplies, building and equipping hospitals, sending food

.and. comforts to the Armed Forces, Navy, Merchant

Marwme, Air-Raid sufferers, and the nc@y
and our allied countries.

) The end of conflict looms near. Our nations
prepare for their supreme effort—and, if need be, sacri-
fice. In that crucial hour, everything will be thrown
“into the balance—the sweat, the blood, the lives, the
prayers of our gallant men. Then, as never before
“will be needed the mercy that is the Red Cross to sup-
.port and cherish them in their great crisis. [t is in their

in Britain

- pame and against their fast-approaching need, that the

‘Red Cross now asks your most liberal generosity to this

' 'q wr
-~ -pecently gives authority to the

National Appeal. Next week a'member of the local Red
Cross Canvassing Committee will call on you to do your

share in reaching the $4600. objective set for George:
town. Your help 1s needed now.

SLIM WORKING MARGIN

ne of the most difficult decisions confronting
the 1944} Council, was the striking of the tax rate for

this }rear.1 There was no doubt but that 1t would have

to be increased over last year's rate of 38 mills, which
hit a new low for the past quarter of a century. The big
question was how much to increase-it so that all expen-
ditures could be met. According to the Municipal Act,
it's illegal to budget for a dehcit.

The tax rate had to be increased for several rea-
sons. In former years there has becn a large surplus
to work on. The purchase of the Bank of Montreal
building took a large slice of this surplus, and the col-
lection of back taxes has given the town a small mar-
gin to operate on this year. There's very little surplus,
and added expense. The expense includes two items,
garbage collection and the arena. Garbage collection’
operated for only*part of last year, so the full expense
will be borne this year. The Board of Parks Manage-
ment in charge of the arena is entitled to one mill of
taxes to meet their expenses, repairs, etc., and although
they do not yet definitely know whether they will need
it all, it must be included in the budget.

Forty mills on the dollar is not a high tax rate.
Council is aware it will have to be very conservative 10
its expenditures this year if the levy is to cover the

. debit side of the municipal ledger., T

Honourable -Humphrt:-;}r Mitchell,  Minister of

announces that an Order-in-Council approved
Department of Labour to
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largely to the vocational or other school courses inciden-
tal {0 apprenticeship. |

Such an Order_has not been framed too soon,
from the standpoifits of both employer and employee.
Anyone who operates a business where akilled labor 1s
essential realizes what a sorry plight his plant will
several years hence if a new crop of men to learn that

in

" particular (rade doesn't ‘come along to take the places

of those who drop out. Since war began this new crop
hasn't been coming along, for in addition to youths in
the forces who would normally be learning a trade, the
young men at home have no wish to earn a small sal-
ary while learning a trade, when they can step into high
paying jobs elsewhere. After working thus for two or
three years, they feel they 're too old to start at the bot-
tom of the ladder and learn a trade. If apprenticeship
trainiing isn't stimulated by some means, there will be a
decided lack of skilled labor, resulting in increased pro-
duction costs. increased cost of the product to the.con-
sumer, as your dollar buys less and less. |

That the government should assist with appren-
ticeship training is, of course, very important to the
men who return from war, and civilians alike. “Places
must be found for our soldiers to earn their living.
What could be more logical than to train them to fill
places where they will definitely be needed. War in-
dustries will no longer bse able to take up all “the slack”
and those men too shpuld be groomed to fit into the
peacetime industrial sd{i:eme,

BOY SCOUT WEEK
Once again Canada's 90,000 Boy Scouts and

Wolf Cubs are observing their annual Boy Scout Week

from February 20 to 26. The-purpose of this yearly
observance is to bring to public attention the work the
Boy Scouts Association is endeavouring to do in raising
up amongst us a group of citizens who are morally,
spiritually and by physical virile.

Perhaps never before in Canada's eventful his-
tory was the task of building good citizenship more
pregnant with meaning. 1he young people of this
generation will have to face the tremendous problems of
reconstruction when the drums of war have ceased to
beat. Theirs will be the duty to carry forward the peace
and to implement the ideals of the new world laid down
in the Atiantic Charter. It will be their task to main-
tain peace which is in reality a peace, and not just the
unecasy quict before the dawn of another world con-
fagration.. Faced with these tasks it is-a paramount
concern of Canada that its youth be imbued with the
ideals which make for pcace and progress.

Scouting here in Canada, in every part of the
Empire and 1n more- than 40 other countries is doing
more perhaps than any group outside of the Christian
church, to extend the ideal of international goodwill and
fellowship. S

*  The boyish mind harbours no resentment be-
cause another boy has a different racial origin, adifter-
ent religion, or a different coloured skin. _Scouta cor-
respond with Scouts around the world. y learn of
the problems and peculiarities of other lands, and what
ia more important they learn on just how wide a front
the peoples of all lands agree on the fundamentals
which make for peace and progress.

Boy Scout Week is not a money raising event.
It is simply a week for Boy Scouts, with the aid of their

good friends in the newspaper world, to parade their
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LEAVE GEORGETOWN

FOR TORONTO

7T.04 am.
3.34 a.1mn.

224 pm.

6.44 pm.
934 pm.

b 10.08 pm.

FOR LONDON

v 10.35 am.
v 220 pm.
450 pm.

Saturday and Sunday 8.35 pm.
Daily éxcept Sunday
Passenger, Sundays

only 1153 pm.
Dally Except Sunday 1259 am

733 pm.

z 7.16 pam.
b 820 pm.
xb 11.10 pm.

b—Sun. and Holidays only.

x—To Guelph dally, to
chener Sun. and Hol,

v—To Kitchener,

z—To Stratford.

Bus Depot

GOING NORTH
Passenger and Matl 8,50 a.m.

Kit-
GOING SOUTH

Passenger and Maldl 708 pm.
Depol Ticket Oftice—Phone 20w

Phone 89
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purposes and programme bcfnr_e the country so that—

people might have an opportunity to see &afid learn what
the movement is and what it stands for. Summed up

in the promise a Scouf makes on his investiture into
the movement is a simple philosophy which transcends
‘mere nationalism or narrow denominationalism. *'On

- my honour, | promise to do my best to do my duty to
God and the King, to help other people at all times, to
obey the Scout law:” ; |

Since Scotiting "'broke out” in Canada. back in
1908, (the same year as in England) some 710,000 boys
have passed through the Movement. ' o
The Boy Scouts in Georgetown were organized -

glmost ‘exactly a year ago. .The organization gained
strength as the months rolled by. These boys and
their leader have concentrated on a “"‘double-barrelled”
service to their country at war, and their community.
They have made and are still making a fine job of sal-
vage collection in Georgetown and district. This week,
especially, boys, we're thinking of you, of the splendid

. 'contribution you're making to the war effort, and of

- the effect this training in service to-others will have on -
your future life as citizens of the community: X
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