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- The Editor’s Corner

GEORGETOWN'S FARM COMMANDOS

Business and professional men of Georgetown
are answering the call for Volunteer Farm Labour in
a way which is to be commended. A group of men con-
sisting of H. C. McClure, Mayor Joseph Gibbons, P. B.
Harrison and G. W. McLintock form the nucleus of the
labour recruiting eflorte in town and report splendid
co-operation on the part of all those contacted. Thie
drive was made at the suggestion of Mr. J. E. White-
lock, of Milton, who is District Representative for the
Department of Agriculture. The government 1s most
anxious that not a single ounce of foodstuff be wasted
this year through lack of help in harvesting operations.
These men who are volunteering their services are
ing so with this wide view of the aituation in mind.
They are not doing it as a personal favor 1o the farmes
as an individual, but as their part of the war eflort. The
men in the Services of the Empire need plenty of food
and we, here in Canada, with our vast acreage and fer-
tile soil. naturally form the main source of supply.

The formeres, themselves, must co-operate with
the plan if it is to meet with an mecasure of success at
all. There is an exceptionally heavy crop of oats in the
fields right now and all a farmer has to do, if he wante
assistance. is contact any one of the committee mention-
ed above and the required number of men will be im-
mediately available to him. To date the local com-
mittee is feeling a little discouraged in this connection.
Last Thursday afternoon, for instance, (which was an
ideal day for working in the fields) they had only one
request for help and were therefore able to place only
two men on an afternoon when ten to twelve men
would have been easily available.

The organizers feel sure th t this situation exists

partly because the farmers are not acquainted with
two very important factors in the program: (1) The
belp given is voluntary and absolutely free of monetary
recompense.
(2) The farmer does not have to worry about finding
or planning for transportation of the men to and from
town. That is all arranged between the volunteers them-
selves. ,

The volunteer 'Farm Commandos™ of George-
town deserve a big hand for their willingness to pull
their share of the load. Needless to say, a few of the men
are not physically fit and cannot do hard manual labor,
but they have expressed their desire to help in any way
possible and in many cases this help has taken the form
offering their cars and services for transportation of the
labour volunteers. All volunteers should register at the
Municpal office, where Mr. P. B. Harrison has a list on
hand, stating what day and hours of morning, after-
noon or evening each man would be available. The
organization has been functioning for two or thnee
weeks. and if everyone co-operates, their assistance will
be still available to farmers for their later grain and
fruit crops.

“GLADS"

This week we noticed the beautiful showing
made by the “glads’” in several local gardena.

We are told that the gladiolus is a favourite with
amateur gardeners, and often at gladiolus shows, some
beginner will carry off the prize for the best spikes of a
variety in competition with professional growers. The
reason for this, first of all, perhaps, is its unequalled
certainty of results. The old reliable “glad™ can be
counted on to come through with flying colours, nincty-
nine times out of a hundred. There are a number of dis-
eases or ''scabs” which occasionally give the commer-
cial grower some trouble, but these usually show in the
bulb, which is sorted out before the crop is passed on
to the home gardener.

The gladiolus has long been grown as a flower
used primarily for cutting and as such is usually putin
a bed by itself or in a space in the vegetable garden.
However, many gardeners are now taking advantage of
the clear, self-colored varieties for either border or
landscape planting. Because of its tall imposing form,
long lines or small groups planted against walls or tall

hedges, or in the shrubbery border, where there will be

some protection from high winds, make a wholly pleas-
ing picture. The foliage itself, which gives the plant its
popular name of . “sword lily,” is beautiful until the

flowers open, and remains attractive for a long time

aker the faded flower stalks are cut off.

Many people are not aware that flowers for cut-
. ting ehould be taken just as the first two or three buds
are well opened. You should remove only one or two

leaves with the flower spike if you wish to have strong

new bulbs for the following season. Let the spikes open
indoore, not in full lunlinht._nml the colours will be per-
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Every season sces scores of new varieties at the
“glad”” shows. We would imagine that breeding new
types is one of the greatest sources of gardening thrills.
Pink is a favourite color for ‘glads.” There seems to be
such a wonderful range of shades and combinations in
this color—everything ranging from a cream-coloured
bloom with light pink shading to the most vivid splash
of scarlet. Our favourites, however, are the lavender
shades—they have colours which can compete with
orchids themselves for delicate beauty.

The next time you have an ‘hour or so of day-
light leisure, take a walk around town to sce and ap-
preciate personally, the beauty presented by the local

gardens of "glads’’ in full bloom.
v 8 ¥

| In these days of crisis in India, there scems to
be some very similar quality in Ghandhi's spinning
wheel and Nero's fiddle. |

OUR FIRST SPEAR THRUST

At the time of writing, there is great enthusi-
asm both here and abroad over the opening moves of
offensive warfare on the second front against Germany.
This can well be taken as a token of the reserves of
restless energy in the men “over-there,”” who have long
awaited action. It must also be very heartening to the
hard-pressed Russians., who doubtless see in the Allicd
action, a bit of a let-up in the full force of the German
barrage, against which they have been heroically fight-
ing. No one is under the delusion, however, that there
aren’t o lot of hard battles to be fought yet before the
Nazis are defeated. So far this war has entailed many
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sacrifices, hut lists of casualties have been short. Many
of our Canadian boys took part in the raid on Dieppe,
last week and made a wonderful job of it. But, need-
less to eny, mony of them will never come back. But
we're proud of our boys and we know how glad they
are to have a chance to take a real crack at Hitler. We'll -
renlize more acutely as time goes on, the truth of Prime
Minister Winston Chuyrchill's statement that this war
can only be won with “Blood, sweat and tears.” |
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