The Georgetown Herald,

Wednesdsy, Msy 13dh, 1942

— — p—

THE GEORGETOWN HERALD

Everybody on Refugee S

Kowe o Cawrpilown. Nl Ghia Wilkied, Lisdisaia, Sewirtiren,
Bilitzicd sad Yeve Cuitls
RATES
Cenida erd U Uritsd Slates 109 8 yar Ergls Cophid b
Abverddag Ritss vl 2 gislsd » sjpllcatian

WALTER © R™HN QARFIHD L. WMAOTNVRLAY
Y. M "Wy Olsmoew Brute Collra

TOLEFUONTE We §

muwmmwmmm
Orlaro-Quitac Demidon of e OWHA

The Editor’s Corner

A WAR-TIME CONVENTION

Advertised as a “war-time’’ coavention, edi
tors from Quebec and Ontario weeldly newspapers ga-
thered at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto last week-
end to talk over their problemas, to exchange ideas about
how to produce better newspapers, and to enjoy the
round of interesting events planned by the executive.
And it was a8 war-time convention right from the start,
for by coincidence on Thursday night Toronto district
was staging a test blackout. As we sat on the train
swhich bore us towards the city, the signal came at ten
o'clock. and the conductor advised passengers to pull
down the blinds, while coach lights were dimmed. [t
was an eenie (eeling riding through the black night shut
off from the woild outside in which no light gave a clue
to the masses of humanity clustered in the metropolis.
Curicsity got the better of two or three travellers, who
couldn’t resist the impluse to raise their blind for a
glimpse outside, but as a whole, everyone accepled the
Blackout with the seriousness which was intended.

BUSINESS
) The Convention lastted two daye, and as i»

<usto . the mornings were devoted to business ses-
sions. while entertainment was provided in the after-
noons. On Friday morning, it was a treat to hear Hugh
Templin, editor of the Fergus News-Record, give some
impressions of his trip to England last Fall. Mr.
Templin's articles have been running in the Herald for
some months past, and his talented pen has given our
readers an intimate glimpse into life in the Old Land.
Mr. Templin had copies of English daily newspapers.
most of which are now allowed to print only four pages.
Not only is there a waiting list of advertisers, but sub-
scriptions are rationed too, and it isn't easy for a new
gubscriber to get his morning paper. Another Friday-
morning speaker was Andy Clark, whose Neighbourly
News broadcast on Sunday mornings brings news of
rural Ontario to the vast CBC audiences in the east.
Mr. John Atkins, former Qakville publisher and now
administrator of printing and publishing for the War-
time Prices and Trade Board, was another on the pro-
gram and he outlined some of the effects of price ad-
ministration on wecekly publishers.

Highlight of the Saturday morning business
was an explanation of Selective Service by E. M. Little,
of Ottawa, the newly-appointed director. Under the
regulations there is nothing to stop a man leaving his
present job, but the Selective Service Board controls his
re-employment to assure war production first call on
his services. This means that should a man leave his
present employment, it is required that he have a per-
mit before he is allowed to take a new position, even if
it is a similar kind of work to that he was performing in
his previous job. Agricultural workers do not come
under this category — all these being frozen to their
jobs as of March 23rd. However, they are allowed to
move to seasonal work without a permit, and if they
were working at some seasonal job on March 23rd, it
does not mean that they lose their classifications as farm
workers.

MANNING DEPOT AND BREN GUNS

On Friday. the publishers and their wives were
luncheon guests of the RCAF at Manning Depot, where
they afterwards viewed a drill display and were con-
ducted on a tour of the buildings. Following this, the
men were taken to the John Inglis plant, where thous-
ands of workers are turning out war products — the
publicized Bren gun being only one of a dozen such
products. A trip through a large munitions plant is
an unsatisfying experience. There is too much ground
to cover, too many things to see, and impressions tend
to be confused when one afterwards tries to recall all
he has seen.

" Qur guide at the Inglis plant turned out to be
'Cliff Hume, whose father is a Georgetown native. Clift
is a shop superintendent, and says he used to spend
vacations with relatives in this district when he was a
youngster. In fact, we never got very far away from
Georgetown during the whole trip. Back at Manning
Depot, we watched a rehearsal for the Woodhouse &
Hawkins radio show, where Frances Cramer, who re-
cently became Mrs. Norm. Barber, was warbling one
of her numbers. Outside, we bumped into Strat-Bako-
george, one of the 1941 hockey team. During the
convention we made the acquaintance of R. M. Lavery,
* publisher of the Woodbridge Advertiser, who went to
High School.in Georgetown during the last war, and
stayed with the Misses Young down on Main Street.
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war.

RED CROSS FEATURED

'We wish that every reader could have been with

when the editors visited the

building at 129 College Strect, where parcels are pack-
ed by the Canadian Red Cross Society for prisoners-of-
At the present time,

40,000 of these parcels are
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packed gvery week, and this figure will be doubled be-
fore the year is out. Each parcel weighs eleven pounds
and contains a carefully chosen assortment of food to
supplement prison camp rations for one week. Ship-
ments are sent to the International Red Cross at Gen-
eva, Switzerland, and distributed from there to Euro-
pcan prison camps. |

““Are our boys getting these parcels?” said
Mr. Urquhart, who showed the group through the de-
pot. 'l cannot say for sure, but we cannot believe that
reports from dozens of sources acknowledging that
they are, can all be false.”” In each parcel, an acknow-
ledgement card is enclosed, and when this is received,
the card is sent to relatives of the prisoners to be check-
ed for authenticity of signature. To date, there have
been no discrepancies found in these, which is one proof
that the parcels are reaching their destination.

The next stop on Saturday afternoon was at the
Red Cross Blood Donor clinic, where movies showed
how the blood is taken and processed for the precious
serum which has already saved thousands of lives in-
this war. One of the greatest medical discoveries of
this war has been the method of processing whole blood
into dried serum by a freezing and de-watering pro-
cess which converts the blood plasma into a powdered
serum which can be stored indefinitely. wherever it is.
needed. Blood is collected at clinics across Canada
and shipped to Toronto’s Connaught Laboratories,
where it is processed/and sent overseas, Dr. C. H. Best,
well-known in Georgetown, where he has his summer
home, is credited with the development of the blood
serum. -
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