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'The Editor’s Corner

SHALL WE SINK OR SWIM?

"Next Monday is ‘Plebiscite Day’.” says a_press
release from the Plebiscite Committee of Canada, "and
every Canadian voter has been informed that it is his
privilege to exercise the right of ballot.”

"“The pools will be open on April 27th from
8.00 in the morning until 8.00 in the evening. Daylight
Saving Time.”

While the typographical error was not inten-
tional in the above sentence, perhaps it is not out-of-
place after all, for it suggests a “'sink or swim’™ policy
for Canada If the plebiscite carries by an overwhelming
“Yes'' vote, the swimmer, Johnny Canuck, will be a
few strokes further on the path to total war, which we
must achieve if we are to lend our maximum cffort to
winning a victory over totalitarianism. [f the results
are indecisive, or if. God forbid, the “‘nays” should have
it. we dare not think of the consequences. Cenrtainly
we can imagine Germon and Jap newspaper headlines
distorted to read that Canada wants to drop out of the
war. :

To many. the plebiscite seems like a waste of
time and money—the reasons for it, obscured in a maze
of contradictory and confusing statements by cabinet
ministers and members of Parliament, particularly
among our French Canadian citizens. Whatever the
real reason for asking the question: “Are you in favour
of releasing the Government from any cbligation aris-
ing out of any past commitmentas restricting the methods
of raising men for military service?”’, there i1s only one
answer for a patriotic Canadian.  With swift, sure
strokes. cach swimmer must indicate “Yes” on Plebis-
cite Day, and avoid sinking with the consequen' drag
on the war effort.

EMBARRASSING QUESTIONS

With houses and apartments at a premium in
Georgetown these days. the Herald Ofhce 19 faced
many times cach week with the query: “Are there any
new ads in the paper this week.” Much as we would
like to help by answering before the paper comes off
the press, it is only business common-sense that we
cannot do so. Part of our revenue is derived from
classified advertisements, and last year we learned a
lesson. A man enquired on a Tuesday morning if we
knew of any houses for rent. As it happened. we had
an advertisement scheduled for that Wednesaday's issue
of the Herald, and we told him to get in touch with the
advertiser. The result—a few hours later, a telephone
call from the advertiser informed us that the house was
rented, and to please cancel the advertisement.

Since then, for our own protection, we have
foHowed a policy of silence in regard to classified ad-
vertisements. Do you blame us?

L

On a sunny day last summer, an energetic young

man walked into the Herald Office and introduced him-

self as Ray Davies, free-lance writer. We had met Mr. -

Davies once before—in the pages of the Farmers’ Ma-
gazine, where he had written a story about G:nrge-
town's unique Hunter's Inn—and indeed, we had in-
troduced the authar to our subscribers by reprinting his
story. Subsequently, he endorsed all the fine things he
had said about the gastronomic delights of the Hunter
cuisine, by making frequent trips to Geprg:tnwnﬁ. Here,
in our bustling little town, was conceived the idea of
writing an article on the war effort of a typical l_mall
town in Ontario—a town which had not felt the stimu-
. Jus of new war industries, of near-by troop concentra-
tions—but one which was none-the-less conscious
the war effort and was playing its own small part in the
gigantic pattern of Canada’s battle.

Here, Mr. Davies spent m:vern_l days,
with local businessmen, asking questions, obse

chatting
rving

and absorbing countless details which later must be

sifted out and combined into his completed article. And
“wllﬂun the article appeared in the October 15th issue of
Maclean’s. Magazine, the issue was completely sold out
a few hours after the local drug stores had received their
quota. In every corner of Canada, Georgetowners read
the absorbing tale of what those at home were doing—
in canteens overseas, our men in uniform picked up
copies of the magazine and devoured the news eagerly.

Mistakes will crop up, even among the best of
proof-readers, and much amusement was caused when
we read that “‘four Georgetown barbers, uncle ‘:imcl three
nephews, are officers in the Lorne Scots.” While

Georgetown actually boasts five barbers, this trade is

' . " . 1 thE
not a family monopoly, and the “capital B* was t
subject of an editorial in the next issue of Maclean's.

oo dalde from this, there were only one or two minor err-
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hat we did lLke was John Gilpin, byl
Wiliam Cowper. It wmasn't perhaps as
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READING THE WAR 1wy, from the

Rusian Pront these days, makes

one think of the jwwm., Afler
Birtthelim. mentloned 1n the precesd-
ing paragranph You will recall Lhat
the main actors 0 Wi (pwtn wére Lhe
{irandad who v calind Old Kaspar,
4nd his tso mandehildren Wilhelmins
and Plerkin Aas the CuUurtain riurs e
wer the QGirancdad aiwd Wilhelmine
MUUNE N e sun and e bny s play-
ung on the Ths afud aa thie pilay pro-
ey "hie oy has found o roandg ob-
et ahich hie brings o Oid Kavmr o
enguire what o s that e has picked
up  arul Kaspar nforme him that gt
L swmesbody s sxull, and chat it no
douht belonyged o ame  Oldeer thaat
had fallen i o4 attle thiat Liad lesen
fouaht an tha' svicinidty  The Lad wants
wp KTura what U wae  all b=yt and
Katsr oy o )y cexplainy that the
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Victory ' Bometimea  se  wonder f
thone reapnnaible for starting modemrn
wars have advanced any aince the
days of Nenheim as desvribad by
Raber ﬂﬂuﬂ'lrj"'
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reprinted article.

Canada’s war effort

of

ors, which we have taken the liberty of correcting in the

SEQUEL

is ever-increasing, ever-

changing, and Georgetown has not been standing still

in the eight months since Ray Davies composed his

article.

with close to $330,000

added every day.

Another Victory Loan has come and gone,

subsacribed.
monthly War Savings purchases now run
$5.000, with Georgetown Public Schaol pupils boost-
ing their total to almost $2,000. The Active Service list
now shows over three hundred names, with more being
Pilot Officer Carman Sutcliffe met

a tragic death in an aeroplane accident—two Gillevets

Georgetown's
closer to

have been granted honorable discharge from the army
for medical reasons and returned home from overseas—
another father and three sons combination on active
service is the Davidson family of Glen Williams, while
the Rayner family can now also boast this honour. Two
Emmersons are in England, another in the navy, one
on active service in Canada, while a fifth, Pte, Wheldon
Emmerson, was sent home from overseas when it was
discovered that he was under the age limit.

The St. John Ambulance Brigade is thriving—
training more and more young women in first aid, and
with the members now amartly uniformed. The Herald
War Victims' Fund has almost doubled in size, while
the Legian, the Red Cross, and Soldiers’ Comforts con-
tinue their tasks, ever-growing in scope and intensity.

And so the picture enlarges, but while figures
may change, the basic story of Mr. Davies article re-
mains the same—the story of the war effort in one
Canadinn small town, which is the mirror of countless
other towns across the great Dominion that are doing
their bit. | ¢
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