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FLYING OVEERE ONTARIO WITH
AUSTRALIAN STUDENT
OBSERVERS -

This s the ninth of a serles of
Alr Force storles written for the

weekly newspapers of Ontario.

I spt In the secretary’s office at the
No. 1 Alr Observer Bchool at Malton
and wondered what would happen
next. Things slways seemed to turn

" out that way when arrangements had
been made for me to iy in an R.O
AF. plane, If there wasn't a thunder
storm, there was something else: The
day's thunder storm had already pass-
ed and the sky was- clear, but orders
had become mixed up. :

On the other slde of his desk, J. A.
Mnu secretary-treasurer of the
school, was keeplng the telephone busy
and now ‘H-tld. then someone came hur-
rying In with a correspondence flle or
other information3 o= g

It was obvious enough what had
happened., A phone call from the
Training Command at Toronto had
informed me that all arrangements
were made.. Meanwhile, a sudden call
had taken the manager of the Malton
Bchool to Montreal and no one else
knew anything about the arrange-
ments. ;

As we waited for- word from To-
ronto, the big Avro Anson out on the

_ runway roared away. It was two
o'clock, and time for them to go out

on their afternoon “exerclses.”
Flying Offlcer Mcleod tried to be

“consoling. It was a rough day, he

said and I wouldn't enjoy it. He re-
membered one newspaper man who
went up in a pilane on just such =

Two future Air Observers In training ag

plane after an

that one plane was delayed by engine
trouble. Spark plugs. I might get It
in time,

A quick trip ta the pilot's room
where I was fitted with parachute har-
ness—two atraps over my shoulders
and one around each leg. All locked
together In front of my stomach, The
day was hot, s0 I left coat behind
and went In my sleeves,

Another dash across the runway o
the place where the twin engines of
Avra Anson' No. 8037 were turning
over smoothly and_ noisily now. ‘The
pliot was_already In his seat. Hasly
Introduct to the two student ob-
servers, K. "‘Allin and R. Evritt,” both
of Melbourne, Australia, That was in-
teresting. Two fine young fellows. ~

I shook hands with them.

“It's hot!"™ I sald just by way of
making conversation. It was a stupid
thing to say because so obvious. The
thermometer sald 86 degrees, ;

“We llke it,” one of them replled,
rather surprisingly. They were In
shirt-sleeves, too, with the same kind
of parachute harness. Later, Pilot
Jocelin said: "“The Australians just
eat up this kind of weather.”

A lttle door was open up on the
side of the plane, and 1 climbed up.

safety strap, a gulck-release type that
was new toc me. Allin took his seat
heside the plot and Evritt In the
seat behind the pilot. I was in the
back sent opposite the door.

The plane began to move gt once,
dowmn the broad runway. We passed
a silvery Trans-Canada plane, just
coming in and turned Into the wind9

and in a few seconds were off the
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Malton leave thelr Avro Anson

“exercise flight" Note the warm clothing, the parachuote

harness on the men, and the gun turret on the plane,
. —Royal Canadian Air Force Photograph

day. He wasn't yp five minutes till he
wis sick, and his trip was a total
loss — and 50 was his lunch. Besides,
the exercise for that day wasn't the
most interesting kind. The student
obeervers would be tryving to make out
& course as though they were fying
blind, above the clouds. Another day
would be more Interesting and would
provide betier flying conditions.

There seemed to be nothing else to
be done. It was a quarter after two
now and I hadn't heard a plane go
for five minutes. The night Aight
wouldn't leave till nine o'clock and
might pot return till two in the mormn-
ing and I would have 680 miles to drive
home after that. I had work to do
the next morning and two members
of the family walting for me in the
oity. There seemed to be nothing left
to do but to come back agsin.

The Delayed Flight

Buddenly things began to happen.
Flying Officer McLeod had gone out
but he came hurrying back.,

“Everything’s OK. We'll have to

hurry, though.'

the hangar. On the way he explained
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ground, heeding westward into a 25-
mile wind.

An "Exerclse" Flight

One of the Australians had re-
peated the warning that the flight
might be a rough one, but I did not
find It so, particularly after we had
climbed above a thousand feet. These
large planes fly much more steadily
than the small open-cockplt planes in
which most of my previous fiying had
been done.

Up in front, on the left, sat Pllot
Jocelin, two or three rows of insiru-
ments In front of him, holding on to
a2 wheel that looked llke the steering
wheel of an automoblle with parts of
it cut away. -Beside him sat one of
the young Australlans, In front of
him, under the dash, was a hole into
which he crawled from time to time,
so that he could lie flat on his stom-
ach In the nose of the plane and read
the drift Indicator showing how much
the plane was being blown off Ita
course by the wind.

Directly behind the pilot sat the
other Australian student. He was do-
ing hls "exercise' for the day. On
a table in front of him lay a map
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with no towns, ‘roads or landmarks,

| exoept the outlines of the Great Lakes

and here and there, ciroles, with an
arrow marking the compeass variations
—not muych help that to a visitor [rom
the othgr side of the world. On The
table lay his simple instruments, &
triangular ruler, a few penclls, a cir-
cular card with rows of figures dnd
the name, Somebody’'s Rapld Calcu-
lator. Beslde him was's compeass and
up in front two dials, one Indicating
the engine speed and the other the
altitudda) pbove sea level

I sat In the rear seat, directly be-
hind the student with the exerclsg,
but with my view to the front nartly
cut off by the wireless
worked by -remote contrel from’ the
pilot's seat. Occasionally., I saw the
dials turn and the wavelength ~dl
cators change, but of the messages

| which pessed through them I know

nothing. In front of me was a table,
on which I was able to write in m
notebook. :

Some Towns Easy to Identify

The Avro Anson 15 noted for ils
visibiiity. There are windows. all
around. It has even begn lkened 10
g flying greenhouse. The! rear seal
was opposite -the huge wing, but ‘it
was easy to see the landscape below
and behind, ;

The sky held many clouds and the
shadows mottled the landstape below.
The air wos hazy and ten miles was
aboulb the dmit of visibility. After we
climbed to 4500 feet, we were up In
the lower layer of clouds. Oecaslon-
ally one would drift past almost close
enough to touch. The heavier clouds,
holding & hint of thunder, were
higher. Two or three times we ran

One of the Australlans fastened my | into raln but I couldn't see it out on

the wing. Only the odd singing of the
propellors and the drops on the front
windows showed me the difference.

1 haedn't any idea whether I would
know here we were [rom nearly a
mile up in the air. I couldn’t see the
compass, but the sun shone most of
the time. giving a rough idea of the
directions. There wasn't any doubi
gbout the first town., Acres ol green-
houses shone in the light, as we
circled over Bramplon, gaining height.
1 imagine it would moke a wonderfu
iargel, day or night. If I had oveen
able to lay hands on & stone, I could
hardly have resisted the temptation
tlo drop it overboard on these glass
roofs.

We headed west aflter that, and
the Credit river, dirty even from thal
helght, was the next landmark. The~
a little wvillage that worried me unul
I decided Its mill ponds were lke
those at Alton., Then came Orange
ville. T was nearer home now and
knew most of the landmarks.

as a ruler, gleamed in the sun for
miles till it erossed the Grand rlver.
The lovely Hockley Valiey lay ahead.
The hills looked almost flat, bul the
road by the river was plain enough.

By that time, I had the road-map
out of my brief case and from then
on, was never lost. We passed South
of Camp Borden, over the great Hol-
lnnd marsh and the tip of Lake Slm-
coe, and dowm beside Yonge streel
o King, then {n a bee-line for Mal-
ton. There, the students changed
places and we went around another
circle slightly farther east, but in
sight of Brampton, Caledon Lake, Or-
angeville, Aurcra, and down to the
shore of Lake Omntarlo near Malvern.
A turmn to the west broughl us Over
the eastern suburbs of Toronto,

The flight over Toronto was inter-
esting. Out to the left was the Wood-
bine rice track then the harbor with
n frelght boat steaming across the
Bay. The skyscrapers looked like tall
tov bulldings. TFo the north, the re-
servolr shone as all the other poiwis
had done. We parallelled Dundas
streeet out to West Toronto. 1 saw, a
mil> below me, the schoolyard whert
T once iried to teach a girl to skate

It took about six minutes to  Cross
Toronto, from Lhe ecastern stitburhs 0
the Humber river at ‘Westlon.

We cireled the great Malton
por> slowly, watching other oplanes
coming in and finally, with a claar
runway, came down to ecarth withou
n bump.

From the delightful coolness of the
upper air we stepped oul Inlo Lthe heat
again. The students checked the'l
maps witin Pllot Jocelin, and 1 sub-
mitted mine. It was just two rough
pencil marks on A road map but he
seemed surprised that I had been so
close to the real route, Maost people,
he sald. got completely lost in the ar
unless they had some training.

There was time for conversation
now. The Australians had been BiX
weeks at Malton, Another six and they
woud go to Jarvis. to learn bombing
and gunnery with practice bombs and
real machine guns. It wouldn't be long
till they were flying over Germany.
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Treasurer’'s Sale of
Land for Taxes
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County of Halton
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Georgetown’s - 3rd War-Time Falr, Sep-
tember 13h and 13th. Waich for
posters announglng -the. .many atirao-
tiona. -
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Wednesday and Saturday

f Western ‘Canada écial ai-gain
Excursions

FROM ALL STATIONS IN EASTERN CANADA
Sept. 12 - 26, 1941,

Retmm Limit — 45 Davs

GOING DAILY:

inclusive A

TICKETS GOOD IN—Coaches, In Tourist Sleep Ouars or 1n- ndard
Bleeping Oars at Bpecial Reduced Ratuui?n‘r sach almm

Cost of accommodation in Sleeplng Cars additionsl.

BAGGAGE CHECKED,

Stopovers at all points en route.

Slmiliar Excursions from Western to Eastern Canada during samé period
Tickels, Bleeping Car Reservations and all infofmation from any Agent
ASK FOR HANDBILL

CANADIAN

T-a61 .

NATIONA
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... School books — roofing

new fall clothing — fallpur
check-up — stoves — chil- |
dren’s scheol outfits — just
some of the things you
shoppers have to think
about as summer draws to a

close.
i‘

Follow the ads in the
Herald and patronize Her-

ald advertisers—a sure way
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to get value

your

money. (s

You can't go wrong when you shop in PCQ#:‘m::-rguatu:ﬂ.a-mIFJL
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BRILL'S DEPT.
STORE
MEN’'S FURNISHINGS
LADIES' READY TO
WEAR

‘BOOTS and SHOES

| Main St. — Phone 167
GEORGETOWN
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| W.J.CAIN

AUTO REPAIRING:
Any Make
Batteries
Welding
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
PHONE 284w

Vietoria St

Tires

College View

Exchange
Hotel

Room and Meals
I GOO0OD ACCOMMODATION
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| PFHONE:

Georgetown 350

Georgetown Lamber Co.

Everything in Lumber,
Sash, Doors and Interior
Finish.

—We also handle—

Hydrated Lime, Hardwall Plaster
Fibre Board, Cemeni and

i |
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LILLICO’S

We (ry to make an ad of every
Femanenti—Machine or

Machineless

Our prices are RIGHT too
— CALL =—

278y or w
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H. C. McCLURE |
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Acton 148 ||'

HOME FURNISHINGS

anhmt&mdﬂmhﬂm
Bervice

PFHONE Sw Georgetown
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Why spend your money out-of-
town when

RACHLIN’S

can give you betier servioe.
A TRY WILL BATIBFY

CLEANING, PRESSING

if:
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Hollywood

- Hotel
NORVAL

“A HOME AWAY
FROM HOME"

EVERY ACCOMMODATION
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R. Licata

FRUIT & VEGETABLE
MARKET

“"A Good Place to Shop”
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| HUGH LINDSAY

| RADIOS

REFRIGERATORS
Kelvinator Philco
Stewart-Warner
Main St. - Phone 11

McGIBBON’S

HOTEL

YOUR MEETING
- PLACE?

Fleasant ' Social Swromndings

WHY NOT MAKE H

k-~

Phone 71 - Georgetown

MBEAN & (0.

| Importers of
DRY GOODS

Gents’ Fumishings
Shoes, Caps, Overalls

House Furnishings
| PHONE 64

H

- VISIT
MacKENZIE’S

One Stop Service Station
Cars Picked up and Delivered
ALL CARS INSURED
We Invite Your Paironage

PHONE 355

Bruce MacKenze, Fropristor

Yy

e
e — i —

HARDWARE ;
PHONE 25

S'ﬂ'& Electric Fence $18

“.Compleie with Eversady Hotahot
batiery, Insulaiors, ground rod,
- - and- (ence lead.
FHONE 25 WE DELIVER

RICHARDSON’S

————

White Rose

SERVICE STATION®
and GARAGE
Specialist Ignition and
Carburetor Repalrs :
F. SINCLAIR
Matn Street Goorgotown

Phone 26
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TYERS

- Producia
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Milk Products § |
.- PHONE 162 R
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