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REMINISCENCES OF
GEORGETOWN

—— o

Wémunuarrnmmuhnhmurtta-

Reminiscences of Qeorgetown by C. W
Young, a native son:-—

THE CHURCHES

1 canno! say that I remember very
much about the churches excepl the
Anglican—which my' parents attended.

' Church-going was much more of a

duty for children, than it 15 now. The
old Bt. George's was g frame struc-
ture On the site of the present church,
with straight, box pews, very uncom-
Tartable. the centre was a square
enclosure, where the chalr was In-
stalled, with a small melodeon or

" cabinet organ. The choir roster. I

" affair of Youngs and Phillipses.

fancy; If it . was unearthed, would be

found to have been mostly a fﬂﬁf
e

first inpumbent I remember was Rev.

" Mr. Marash, who lived in Norval and
- whose parish - included Georgetown

Norval and, Stewarttown. _As I recall
him he was.a kindly, genial gentle-

. man, whose every word was a benedlc-

tloh. On & trip to England he was

. served by a careless ship - steward
. with a poison of some kind in the

place of minera! water and dted (rom
the effects on board ship. .
Rev. J. G. D. Mackenzis came after

- Mr, Marsh, and following him Rev. Dr.

~ there drifts

O'Meara, who had been for many
vears a missionary to the Indians on
Manjtoulin Island and the north shore
Of Lake Superior. He retalned many
of the mannerisms of the Indlans
among whom he passed 5S0 many
vears of his long and active life.
Dwr. O'Mearas has three sons, all of
whom became clergymen.

A CULERICAL ODDITY

A penulne oddity was a subsequent
incumben: of 8t, George's, Rev. Henry
Cowperwaite Webb, and it was not
unusual to see him march up the alsle,
to the vestry to take the service in a
brown holland sult, with a red vest,
a monocle, and a bull-dog, which was
his constont companion, yet he was a
good preacher, a conscientious vislt-
ar, and liked ln apite of his many ec-
centricities. He was a public spirited
cltizenn of the village, and one of his
activities, which Is an enduring
monument to his memory, was the
ralsing of a considerabhle amount of
money by means of penny readlngs,
which wus expended in planting trees
on the streets, which are no doubt
now of large size and have furnished
shade to severnl generatlons. Con-
trary to the wusual rule Mr. Webb
gave a party once at the Rectory, and
presented every one with an orange,
thie fruit being & great luxury in
early times.

Mr. 8ims. a school teacher at Glen
Willlams, wnas fired with missionary
seal by Dr. O'Meara, and studied for
the ministry with that gentleman. He
used to take the duty occasionally

after his ordination was sent to
ad the gospel among the Abor-
igines.

“*Falntly as tolls the evening chimes."
through the recessed of
one's braln, the face and {orm of Rev.
J. E. €roly, who, f my memnory serves
me, had been a school teacher, but was
sStudying for the church with _HRev.
Dr. O'Menra Iin Georgetown. He was
a tall man, with heavy brown beard,
but as I remember him, not in the
best” of health.  He had a very cul-
tivated mind, and was a valued con-
tributor as a reader to amateur en-
tertainments. I always feel under =
debt of gratitude to him for Intro-
-dueing me to the stately and smooth-
flowing hexameters, as exemplified In
Tennyson's Enoch Arden and The
Princess, and in Longfellow's Evange-
line and the Courtshlp of biles Btan-
dish, from which he very frequently
quoted.

A few hundred wvards from the
centre of the vilage. on the way to
Stewarltown, lived Rev. Joseph Uns-
worth, perpetual pastor of the Con-
gregational Church, and farming a
little. All the land between him and
the village was thickly covered with
second-growth pine, which had al-
ready atiained a considerable size.

The Rcman Catholic church stood
on Maln Sireet, near the street which
runs down to the old woollen mill,
with the Presbyterian on the corner.
It was a bBquare wooden structure
without any adormnment. and as I
remember it. unpalnted. The con-
gregation was never a large one dur-
ing my recollection.

ENTERTATNMENTS

The town hall, over the schoo] house
was the scene of many entertalnments
by professlonals and occasionally
amateirs and very welcpme visitors
were the Berger Family Bell Ringers,

- who gave a kind of variety perform-

. .ganization,

~—

- trio,

ance. The star of the company was
Uttls Annie Berger, who charmed the
hearts of all the boys, and left them
disconsolnte, She afterwards married
Mr., Belchamber of the Belchamber
House, Barnla, and was for years the
popular chatelaine of that well-known
hostelry.

THE HOUOLMAN OPERA COMPANY

Not s0 many c¢an now remember Lhe
Holman Opera Company, which in
the early days gave a somewhat
similar performance to the Bergers,
without the bells, and afterwards de-
veloped Ilnto a very merltorious or-

which playved all E‘H‘:
standard operas throughout Canada
and for a number of years was per-
manently established in the Royal
Lyceum, at thal time the leading
theatre in the Queen City. When they
were very little folka, the Holmans
made thelr first visit to Georgetown,
and . borrowad the only piano in  the
village. belonging to our family,. On
this, the three little Holman girls,
Ballle. Julla and Jemima played e
which was highly appreciatad.
All the Holmans, I think, are now
dead The father, George Holman
had beenn & noted opera singer In his
younger days, and had a powerful
baritone yoice. Mrs. Holman had won-
derful musical talent. The repertoire
of the company was an unusually
large one, and besides most of the
standard operas, included many that
have Jong since been forgotten. Even
in the Royal Lyceum Mrs. Holman, at
the plano, constituted the entire or-
chestra and was conductor as well,
without a note of music before her.

&

fYork 1

When Lhe -Holmans -developed into
a full-fledged opera company there
were only two daughters, Sallis and
Julia, the other had dled as a chiikd
Sallle had a fine soprang volce and . was
a f[inished acotress. Julia was a con-
tralto and an admirable soubrette,
with a considerable aplce of the devh
in her, a joly.little, dumpy plece of
feminity who always had a crowd of
admirers. One of the favorits operas
was the “Grand Duchess,” Offenbach’s
masterplece, and those who had seen
all the queens or opera. Bouffe, Aimee,
Tostke, and the reast of the French
crowd, who were so popular, used to
say that none could hold a candle to
our Sdille. George Holman always
took the™ heavy parts, s finer Pra
Diavelo never trod any stage, and
-Allie, a boy In his tecns, was a sweel

don, the last of. the lmmediate family
Uncle Al. was treasurer of the com-

famous actar, was having his' train-
Ing_in the stock and buskin, and was
a versitlle fellow If ever there was
one, equally at home In opera, tragedy
and light comedy, and dg a good
vaudeville turn when req _Charlie
Drew, light fenor, afterwards achieved
considerable’ prominence. Williamm
‘Davidge, scion of a theatrical family,
was an all-round comedian, Chatter-
ton was the (first tenor, after-
wards, as SBignor Perugini, made his
mark in Itallan Opera, and had the
notorlety in later years of belng one
of the numerous husbands of Lilian
Russall,

AN ABORIGINAL (FMETERY

Along in the middle sixties, George-
town was in an exclted state over the
discovery, In the vicinity, of an Indian
graveyard, which was soon overrun
by curlosity seekers, most of whom
Jiad no sentiment about rifiing the
old aboriginal cemetery of its articles
of war and householfi use, and carry-
ing them off as souvenirs. Even the
bones were not sacred, and skulls
thigh and-arm bones were kicking
about the village in every direction.
Some of the skuils had a complete
row of double teeth.

fContnued next week)

CAN I STAY NEUTRAL

—

By Holger C. Petersen. ln Christian
Sclence Monitor

I am beginning to understand how
- the Czechoslovakians, Poles, and

Finns lving in the United BStates
must have felt when their natlve
countries were itnvaded. Of course I
had been haorrifled whenever elther
the Nazis or Russians had invaded
some small country, but Denmark.
my native land, had recelved from
the German Government a written
guaranlee that its neutrality would
not be violated. It had been accepted
by the Danes in -good faith. From an
occasjonal Danish newspaper I could
clearly see that Denmark was trylng
hard not w offend k5 southern
neighbor. I had foolishly believed
that my relatives in Denmark were
sale from any ruthless aggressors.

- I eame to America In 1912 when [
Was sixteen years of age. I had ship-

on a Danish tramp steamer.
left it.

Before a year I had applled for my

In New

fully naturalized.

I consider
an American:

mysell
certalnly

tenor. ‘He died quite recently in Lon-

pany. W. H. Crane, since become a.

Europe in 193¢ made
realise how deaply attached
my land. Then —

Invade Denmark”™ ., . . . I
was 50 shocked at the thought of for-
algn soldlers In my homeland that
years of allegiance to another ocoun-
try were forgotten for the moment. I
was again a Dane, humiliated and
angry. What would happen to my
aged mother? How scornfyl she had
beert of. the Germans for permitting
bheir freedom to slip out of thelr
hands and becoming what she. called
“serfs." Her own fathet had been
decorated by’ his king for bravery
when [flghting the n Invaslon
of 1864. Would my brothers and sis-
‘ters- be able Lo oontro] thelr odium
for Nozi ideology? What oould this
possibly mean for them all?

When I was & boy aboul nine years
of age, walking with my mother In a
strdnge section of Copenhagen, I
saw what to me was a peculiarly
dressed oid man. His fade was cover-
ed with a long beard and on his head
wos a little black skull cap. To my
question ns to what type of man that
was, my mother told me how Den-
mark was g sanctuary for oppreased
-people. There were ‘many refugees in
owr city. It sesmed only yesterday
that my mother had told me
to help the unfortunates of other
lands, velllng about Denmark in
1938, tal with business men and
political leaders, I noticed that they
frequently reminded .me, whenever
we discussed the problems of the Jew-
Ish people, that Denmark would al-
ways remain open to them until they
could find another home. Today's
newspaper informs me that
Danes are no longer free to offer
asylum for Europe's unhappy people.

How forceful are those !mpressions
mede ypon us during the early years
of our lves. During the twenty-elght
Years 1 have llved in America I have
always lived among Americans. ‘There
were many yvears when I dld not hear
of speak my native tongue. I married
an American girl whose people have
been Amerlcans for more than a cen-
tury.
were the only reminders that I was
hot born here. However, reading In
the - newspaper of Denmark's plight,
I was emoticnally hurled back to the
love of my boyhood. I wanted to fight
For & moment how I hated cvery-
thing peritaining te Nazl Germany.
Fortunately, I have been an Ameri-
can -too long to encourage hatreq.

Then I recalled that on numerous
occasions, when speaking in public, [
had made the statement that the
Unlited States must rémaln neutral,
regardless of what happened in Eur-
ope. Wars are an old story In Europe,
and for America to stay out of this
war, I thought—and I still think so
~—is wisdom. 80 as I continued to
read how German soldiers had . pour-
&d without warning Into Copenhagen.
I counseled mysell not to forget that
[ was not only an American but also

iance and understanding,
- hatred of any other

ped from Copenhagen as a cabin boy |

a fitm bellever in democracy, And
the true spirit of democracy is toler-
and not
ople or natlon.
", Native Américans whose ancestors
fought the British do nol seem to
retain any spark of hatred against
| Lhe enemies of their forefathers. I do
belleve herein lies one of the -slgnl-
fMcant factr of American democracy.

first papers and eventually htmnmtialiy if they speak

Most European chlldren are not
 taught to love thelr neighbors, espec-
another tongue.
Many Europeans seem to bring this

i I nrever!| hatred with them to the new world
thought of myself as a Danish-Ameri- | and apparently find some satisfaction

ITH__

Regarding Enlisted Men

of the men from Georgetown and

Name in full

Rank

Unit

Place and date of enlistmant
Birthplace and age

Names and address of paremls

or next to kin

Other particulars
H.

L

C.A8.F. the publisher requests the relatives of members of the Cana-
dian flghting forees in England, and those In training in Canada to
flll In the followlng form and return it to this offioe:

(Print Surname Pirst)

In order to enable this paper to [repare a complete and accurate llst

district who have enlisted with the’

that | 4
Denmark was a free country,_happy 9

the | ¢

Lelters to and from Denmark |
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The Theatre Quners of
~ *Canada dnvite you 30 a '
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- Seeciat -PrR
- In aid of the"Sale of Canada’s
War Savings Stamps and Certificases.
" AT YOUR - .
FAVORITE THEATRE

Sponsored by sbe Canadian

Motion

Picture Pioneers

ENJOY A FINE EVENINGS

ENTERTAINMENT . . AND AID
CANADA'R WAR EFFORT!

ERFORMANCE

4

NO ‘CHARGE FOR ADMISSION. You ge: a

FREE Ticket with a
TWO 25¢CANADIAN

These Stamps

remain YOUR

minimum purchase of*
WARSAVING STAMPS!

: property . . . ..
an snvestment in Canada and its future! . . .

All expenses in connection with these performances
are being bornme by the Motion Picture Industry!

Sponsor

in instilling it in thelr childremn.

Denmark, as I saw It in 1938, was
a lving refutation of Nazism. In
contradistinetion to Hilter's teaching
of self-sutticienicy, the Danes have
built, by sheer Initiatlve and charac-
ter., a small, prosperous democracy.
To their own satisfaction at least,
they have proved that the majority
rules beiter than the individual. T am
wondering these dnys what will hap-
pen W Denmark’s structure of social
legislation. Will my mother be able to
ket her old age penston for which she
and my father have pald over a per-
lod of fifty years? While other na-
tlons were spending thelr income for
armaments, Denmark was uwusing lis
money for internal lmprovement. Den-
mark was a virtual laboratory for so-
cial lmprovement.

The paper [ am reading tells how
Germany has destroyed Its trained
labor by sending it to perform other
work, such as In the munitions fac-
tories. What is golng to happen to
Danish labor and its factories, which
will soon be idle because no rew ma-
terials wili be avallable. Wil their
markets, which they have laborlously
bult up ir splte of tarlff walls, be
last forever?

Education, not force, has taught

the Danes to live co-operatively: edu-
cation which teaches students how to
make use of what Nature endowed
them with and not 0 covel thelr
neighbors’ goods.

I am glad I saw Denmark again
before this invasion. I may never
again see the happy Denmark of my
childhood.

As an American I am shocked at
Germany's disregard for other peo-
ple’'s rights, but as a Dane I am

aroused and Indignant. Can I remaln
neutral under the circumstances?

TENNIS NEWS

On Thursday evening, July 4th, the
Acton Tennis Club were guests of 8t.
George's Church Tennls Club. The
result of games were as follows:

LADIES' DOUBLES

H. Mooney, M. 8mith, Acton: M.
Feller, H Walker, Georgetdwn; score
6 - 1 Georgetown.

J. Coles, I. Smith, Acton: F. Feller,
M. Kean, Georgetown; score 6 - 2
Georgelown.

K. Chaplin, M. Young, Acton:
Thompson, B. Grant,
score 8 - 2 Acton.

F. Kelly, D. Blair. Acton; F. Eason,

H+
Georgetown;

H. Hinton, G. Wlllams, Acton: J.

—

Crichton. J. Hall, Georgetown; scoe
8 - 8 Georgeltown.

N. Marlow, M. Reld, Acton; H King,

Y. Adams, Georgetown; 6 - 5 Acton.

; MEN'8S DOUBLES
N. Marchment, Georgetown;
6 - 2 Acton.

Dr, Cullen, J. Ross, Acton: I. Mo
Kenzie and R. McKenzie, Georgetowng
score 6 - 1 Georgetown.

J. Hurst, B. Arnold, Acton; D. Stons,
H., Klng, Georgetown; score 6§ - 3
Georgetown.

MIXED DOUBLES

H. Hinton, H. Mooney, Acton: J.
Crichton, H  Walker, Georgetowns
score 8 - 5 Georgetown. :

G. Willlams, M. Smith, Acton: ¥
Feller, J. Hall, Georgetown: BOOre
6 - 2 Georgetown.

N. Marlow, J. Coles, Acton; M. Fel-

ler, H. King, Goergetown; score 6§ -_1_

CGeorgelown.

- M. Reld, M. Young, Acton: I. Mc-
Kenzie, M. EKean, Georgetown: scome
6 - 4 Georgetown.'

B. Amold, K. Chaplin, Acton: B
Grant. R McEKenzie, Georgetown;
score 6 - 4 Acton.

At the conclusion of the tournament
refreshments were served, followed by
a . sing-song, everyone having a very
good tlme.

Sold by Rellable Dealers Everywhere
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THE ROOF...

it’s Important!

® Fireresistance, ther-wear and beauty—these |
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Brantford Rools ensure enduring protection againet

driving

stiow and sleet. Extreme changes in tem-

perature will not make them curl oc warp.
Brantford Roola will add distinctive beauty and charm

to your home.

Brantford Rools are made in a wide variety of colonr

coenbinations that can
any type of home.
The Brantford Roof

be blended harmoniously with

ng Company's 35 years of Canadian
experience has produced the g

ty of Brantford Rook

that gives Canadians economical service and maximuem
. protection in all types of weather. The name **Brantioed
Rooks™ is your guarantee of superior roofing materials.

Braniford Roofs

GEORGETOWN LUMBER CO. LTD.

Brantford Roofing Company, Limited
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO
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This year give yourseir a rea! 1reat
Eajoy a Plenaed Vacetion with all the
botherssme details completely arranged
foryou as so0u a5 you bay yoar tickaet.

*Vacation Togrs® offers a wide range
of boliday trips to Outario's laketand
resoits —one-day to ejght-day togrs
With che privilege of longer stop-overs,

£ound trip trom Toroato with o expenses peid.
7 Days gt Befvedere Notel - £39.400
7 22yt ot 12 Royaol Notel - #5105
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