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‘Poetry

SPARROWS

In winter, ‘neath the apple tree,
"X, many sparrows, dally see; '

A group of greedy, chirping tLhings,

wee Tenmnered friends who do  not

bring
The ' robin’s springlime message sweel,
Wh withh gay songs the season greets.

They're nondescript In hue and song,

They quarrel and scold the whole day
long

And pounce upon a crumb or crust

JAs thoygh ‘twas cake upon the dust

That lies upon our wondrous earth.

Ah! Still, iIn all, they bring me' mirth.

I gaze upon the snow-swept grass
And view their ;’qotprml.a simall, that
pass

Around theée corner by the hedge

And all atop the graystone ledge
“That forms the wall about the well,
4And through bare lands I cannot

sell.)

Ah, sparrow folk! yve homely bird!

Fur better voices have [ heard!

Far better plumage have I seen

In foreign lands that I have been,

But your staccato little voice

Bpells home to me, and I rejoice!
—Salvatore Marsiglia,

A LETTER FROM THE LORD'S
DAY ALLIANCE

B

“The weekly day of rest. with its
ministry to the health and comfort
of gur cltizens, -must be safeguarded
with constant care and persistent el-
fort during these days of war,” de-
clared Rev. Geo. (G. Webber, general
secretary of the Lord's Day Alllance
of Canadw, in his annual report just
released. |

“The Lord's Day, with its opportun-
Atles for worship and spiritual cul-
‘ture must be given even gréater em-
Pphasls and challenge in the face of
];Hn'ﬂs that war conditons to the
fore” Mr. Webbér stated. "“This s
the special task of the Lord's Day
AlHance in these days of national and
international stress and strain.”

Warning was sounded by the general
secretary against attempts to promote
Bunday entertainments under the pre-
‘text of ralsng money for war needs.
Purther proposals have been made, he
.said, Tor the loosening of Canadlan
Bunday laws to make possible the op-
-ening of theatres on 8indays, as well
az the business of commercialined
sport. The Lord's Day Alliance was
watching t.hc situation closely, he sta-
e

Stimulation of publiec sentiment to-
ward the complete ellmination of com-
mercial radlo programs on Sunday will
be sought by the Alliance, it was re-
Jearied. Mr. Webber noted that Coan-
adian newspapers had added their pro-
test to that of the Alllance on the
guestion of Sunday commercial adver-
L.sing. A further protest has now been
sent to the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation by the Allienco. .

Fpvoarable [inanclal conditions were
reported in the annual statement, giv-
ing evidence that the work of the
Lord's Day Alllance |5 continuing to
gain the confldence and support of
people inlerested In safeguarding the
vital privileges of n weekly day of rest
and worship.

“In the midst of the sirife, confus-
len and bewlldering uncertainties of
our present-day world, the Lord’s Day
comes to us -week by week as a day of
enrichment and refreshment, fitting
us the better to live all the days of
the week meet the oportunities and
tasks life brings us.” Rev. Mr. Webber
sald.

Problems affecting law enforcement
in various parts of Canada will occupy
the attention of the Alliance during
1940, it was stated.

CANADA TRIES DPEMOCRACY

(Boston Monitor)
Elections in wartlme always [ind L

| difficult 10 escape the charge of poli-
| tical expediency. ' Certainly the dram-

atie efrcumstances which have brought
Canada suddenly before the polls are
proving no exception.

sPrime Minister Mackenzie King.
stung by criticlsms of his Liberal
Government's contribution to the
war, has dissolved parliament with
declaration that he 15 thus following
the democratic principle of a direct
appeal to the people. But the Oppo-

| s%lon can charge that the unexpected

gction. _has cut off all parliamentary
debate. Issues that might be composed
by .questioning in the Commons will
now become the focus of more heated
but probably less jlluminating oratory
during the electoral campalign.

Mr. King points out, probably with
benefit of advice from London, that
there may be a major military offen-
sive In the spring. He wants to deal
with political problems f{irst. The Op-
position points out that Mr., King's
tenure would expire in the autumn.
He would then be in a2 much less stra-
getic position to conduct a campalgn.

Even this polltical disagreement pro-
mises to be submerged during the next
few weeks In argument over what
Canada is doing In the war, Social
problems will walt. Basic economlc
issues vital to the Dominion will be
sidetracked while the people weigh
Canada’s position as the “Allled Ar-
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But- even more Important than as-1-
sesamenit of Canada's war effort will
hd the zevalation of the extent to
which democratic procedure can stll

oxixt uEdar war conditions,
- under atringent em

today

restrictlofs., Its now-dissolved Parlia-
ment was expected to provide a atrik-
ing example of free sheech and open
criticism—an example which would
have been highly significant ln a na-
tion engaged .in a struggle to main-
tain the idenls of a liberal civillzation.
Mr. King's record will not-be writ-
ten only in tetms ©of his success at the
polls. It will also be etched In the
manner n which the eampaign is can-
ducted and the extent to which the
Government relralns from using  its

t-emp-nm.r:-.' strategic mwl.‘rs of wnr-

CANADIAN LEGION WAR
- - SERVICE."

'I‘he Ganndinn I_.cﬂinﬂ Wnr Services
recently opened in London ils first
oversens fEaldE!}Lla[ r:luh for Canada's
fighting men.

The bullding, which hadn't been oc-
cupled since Its erectlon last Year a.'l'l.-li
which was leased for dpration at an
amazingly low rental, s dne of the
most modern and best equipped in the
city. Statloned in ‘Gower Streel, near
Euston street station and just a stone’s
throw from the theatre district, tHe
‘new club will accomodate T2 soldiers.
Erected last year by Mrs. Cecil Ches-
teron, founder of the *“Cect]l] Houses.™”
ns a home for small-wage girl earners
but nevér used for that purpose owing
to the outbreak of war, the buildingj
as a large recreation room, library,
dining room, and lounge In addition
to well-ventilated bedrooms each ac-
comodating four guests. On the roof
of the structure s a sun terrace where
may be enjoyed healthful relaxation
and physical tralning. An easily-
reached alr-rald shelter. ereccted by
the London County Council. is at the
rear.

The Legion ls operating the club on
& strictly non-profit making basis as
o service L Canadlan troops who wvisit
London while on Jeave from their
tralning eamps or frem active duty
in France. Beds and mealsy are being
provided at Lwo shullings, six pence a
day, iabogt 60c: and all other facflities
of the club may be uwused free of
chiarge. -

The {amous Canadian comedienne
whom the British Peerage lists as Lady
Peel but who is better kpiown as Beal-
rice Lillie, added to her Piccadilly and.{
Broadway laurels a few weeks ago
when she enlertained Canadian troops
Al Aldershot durine a concer: presen-
ted by the Canadian Legicn War Ser-
viees.

“Bea” brought with her the entire
stage compenty of her London musical
revue, “All Clear.” includin: an or-
chestra of twelve, and presented two
performalces that saw the wartime
thealre crammed to capaciy  Singuug
sophisticated songs that have ma
her the toast of two continents, she
accepled encore after encore and gave
the boys the best bit of real fun thesy
have enjoyed sindéé their arnval over-

. George Thorpe, of Burlington,

: ille

seas, Fred Emhey, who for four yvears
starred with - the—old—bDumbel s>

the "Silly Ass™ at the piano, also took
part In:the program by singing a
number of songs which he introduced
to Canadian audiences years ago.
Miss Lilllier gave up lucrative en-
gagements in the United States to
help entertain the boys on aclive ser-
vice overseas. She is convinced tha: |
plenty of whilesome f[un will plav a
great part in helplng the fighting men
to win the war. )

- - "

More inside gllmpses ol the splendid
work being done by the personal ser-
vices bureau of the Canadian Legion
War Services were given by Major T.
R. Thompson, the Legion's personal
services oflicer al Exhihition Park,
Toronlo, where a large garrison of the
C.ASF. Is In tralning.

Major Thomson,"who last week wvis-
ited the national headquarters at Ot-
tawa, relates that the Legion's advice
and active assistance are sought by
an average of fifty-soldiers and rela-
tives of soldiers each day in his ares
alone, Most of these have been hear:-
rerding examples of upset domestic
lives caused by the war.

One particularly pathetic case which
was satisfactorily taken care of by the
Leglon concerns the death of o mother
whose Lwo sons had gone overseas
with the Ist Division. Following her
dealh It was learmed that there was
ng money to provide her with a proper
burial. The La&gion cabled the soans
who accepted the Lexion's offer to ar-
range for Interment. The sons In tum
promised that the expenses involved
would be repaved [rom thelr pay and
allowances once a month Had the
Legion not stepped in the gallant lady
would have gone o her rest ln Polter's
Fleld. The sons have expressed theif
“everlasting gratitude” to the Legon.
Anviher example of the Leglon's
work concerns a woman who coum-
plained that she was not recelving n
cent of her husband’s pay and 'was
nearly destitute. The Leglon took the
matter up ‘with the assigned pay
branch and was informed that the
husband had stopped his wife's allow-
ance. A wire was then sent to the of-
ficer In command of the man's unit.
The man himseld was paraded, thor-
oughly reprimanded. and ordered to
make re-assignment.

- An Instance where the Leglon
been property

has
able to saleguard Lhe

was also related by Major Thomson.
The boy's mother died recently, leav-
ing considerable estate. The Leglon
cabhled s officer comrmmanding and
the boy agre&d to have his esiate tur-

his family when

low, a fellow can casily

in touch with
he's away from home.

Why not call them up . . . tonight?

ned into a trust fund until his reiuro. |
By dolng this the Legilon spared the
young man a great deal of worry and
poasible financial loss.

Thesas are llustrations of many sim-
flar problems which “'the Legion ls sol-
ving for its younger comrades every
day. ~ :-
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lobacco JUST LIKE

‘palgn Nund. Mr. Thorpe spoke

. . . :

Through a Bomber's Sight

(By an Old Sweat) -

Consistency, thou-art a jewel: hypo-
drisy, thou art a national vicel

Keeping this in mind one can read-

ity appreciate the political develop-
ment in Halton county within Lhe
past few weeks, And to understanc
the significance of what was happen-
ed. to apcure a true picture of the
situation, it s cssentinl that one
should know just what has Laken
place, especlally within the ranks of
the Conservative party.
- Nearly a year ago there was talk
of an carly PFederal election. This
wns aulficient to siir certain political-
minded gentlemen of Oakvilie into
activity. Coming out of their __ long
slumber Lhey decided It was Orgent
that the Hallon Cqnservatlves should
hold a convention and select a chndi-
daie and, to help things along, they
hud .a.candidate — a Mr. Hallett, who
tn' arouse the lethargy of the  ward
heclers, announceéd he was prﬂ'pﬂ.rnd
to clffer his services to the “Pecpul”
and at the same time contribute. the
magnificent sum of $5000 toward
-ampalgn ‘nses, So, under pres-
sure and disregarding the advice
experienced and vetéeran members ol
the party that haste was unwise, the
canventlon was held. I was a funny
convention, in which the delegates,
urged on by the vociferous Oakville
crowd. turned a deaf ear to the plea
for less naste, ard In which Mr.
gave
battle to Oakville's Mighty Mite.
Three voles were taken. The [irst
was a4 tie, the second- tossed oul be-
cause mcere ballolts were cast Lhan
there were delegates in the hall, and
on Lthe third Mr, Thorpe was a winner
by one vole. S0 he recelved the nom-
Ination and everyone  returned lo
slumber. Democracy was sale.

Then a few weeks ago Mr. W. L.
Mackenzie King upset the apple cart
and an eleclon, which nobody wanted,
was Lthrust upon a confused and in-
different public. Once again  the
county’s political midzets came 10
and the Ccnservalive candidate
embarked upon his campalen. obliti-
ous of the [act tha! all was nol har-
mony within the ranks, and that the
Oakville Manipulators were busy,
very busy. in fart, under their care-
ful guidance the Grand and Ancin.
Order of the Double Cross had been !
called into session Let us pauss Lo
state that the headguariers af  tlus

Anclent Order, so [ar as Hallon coun- !

ty s concerned. have always
in Oakville, as Liberzls and one Dun-
can Campbell can testify . and L
Taories know full well
Kinglish and his Noble Suckers
Worthy Matrons in action has
most mteresting.

Having decided upon revival
Double Cross,_the methoed
devised.
1zed and Mr. Thorpe, Lthe candidate.
was the guest of honour. Ostensibly

¢ dinner was f[or the purpose of
iaunching the campaign 1n  Oakville
and of paving the way for the royal
touch for campaign funds The Best
Cllizens were supposed to be present.
those not adverse o helpung the cam-
‘and
Mr. George Atkins, a citizen of Oak-
ville, also spoke. Mr. Thorpe took
the gathering for face value; Mr. AL-
Kins was 1n on the play. Mr-Thorpe.
not being a public speaker, didn't
make a Very good speech. Mr.. AtL-
Kins, posse: of some . ¢gift of the
gab, and koowing what .was - expect-
ed of him, was said Lo have risen to
great heights as he c¢alled for the sal-
vation of the country and the confu-
sion of the enemy.

Yes, it was a nice lttle dinner party.

Next day., performing according to
orders, there was a greal uproar in
Oakville. The party stalwaris were
disturbed. nay, they were angry. They
had labored under the impression
that Mr. Thorpe wns an outstanding
orator, that he had a deep grasp of
natlonal problems, that he was ag-
ressive, and, ln f{acl everything that
a winning candidate should be, And
now! Well, he wouldn't do. No, sir.
he just wouldn't do and besides, the
Oakville Torles with money for the
campaign funds had dried up, In fact
some had walked out of the dinner,
such was thelr disgust. So off to Mil-
ton raced the conspirators. Into the
large receptive ears of President
Carl Martin they poured the story.
Something had to be done, especially
as the Ounkville Campalgn Givers had
become obstinate. That is, obstinate
o a polnt They wouldn't glve any
money to support the Thorpe candi-
dature, BUT THEY WERE [MPRESS-
ED WITH MR. ATKINS and would
support that worthy if he could be in-
duced to take up the White Man's
Burden.

So i was up to Mr. Martin.

Now. under the circumstances,
could a president do? You.
win elections without money.

So Mr. Martin mounted his Noble
Steed and dashed dowmn e the Thorpe
residence and in Joud. grull tones
icovering the quake of a guilty con-
sclencel pul the pistwol to Thorpe's
head. And what could Mr. Thorpe do?

For some wekks he had been un-
certain, in his own mind, about the
whaole thing. and had even gone 50
far 85 to approach Mr. Allan Nichol-
son of Burlington, with the sugges-
tion that Mr, Nicholson would be a
stronger candidate and expressed _a
readliness to withdrow in [avor of Mr.
Nicholson. Mr. Thorpe’s thoughtls in
this regard were sound, Those who
nad opposed the holding of the con-
vention a year ago had knowledge
then that Mr. Nicholson might be
avallable at a later date. Mr Nich-
olsonn was a busy man however, and

ane
II.JI-I.'I:;'h

of the
Wis  S00I11 |

what
can’'t

-t tadte — up— He

burden.

Stlll, Mr. Thorpe had not given ap
hope, and a Jjeek ago last Tuesday
ne wired Mr. Nicholson, who was out
of town, that he was definitely pre-
pared to- retire and urging Mr, Nich-
olson to take his place. That same
Tusstiay evening Mr. Thorpe repoat-
ed his offer to the exscutive of the
Purlington Conservative Association.
Much upset, but at that, seoretly re-
lleved the Burlington executive Ig-
porant of the opemations of the Calk-
ville Branch-of the Grand and An-
cierit Order of the Double Cross,
joined, in the movement to oconscript
Mr. Nicholaon, and won Wedneaday

ol

rested -

To watch the |

A dinner party was organ- |

+ demonsiration

Halton otnmty exbeoutive,
been siwummonesd to clean .
WS DOW & meas, Z

80 for hours on Wedne even-
ing the debate waxed hot and [urlous

had
what

Underground and boldly threw
the name of the Oreat Hope, Mr. At-
kins, Into the ring. Burlington fought
for Mr. Nicholson. Finally several
declsions were made:

A convenilon would be held,
Baturday, Pebruary—10th. '

The conventlon would be a “wide-
opn convention for the purpose of/
nominating a Natlonal Candidate.”

The Conservalive executive ap-
ointed a committee of five to Inter-
view Mr, Nlicholsonn and Mr. Atklns.
Whichever of the two thly commitjee
of five seclected would be presented
to the “National Conventlon” as the
candidate for the Conservallves Lo
‘select in thls so-called Hatlmmi ¢on-
ven¥lon.

The Committec of "Flve mnsulted
both Mr. Nicholson and - Mr. Atkins.
Mr. Nicholson had. just returned [rom.
4 business trip. He was not Iamil-
far with the intrigue which was
going on, and was not a party to It and
deﬂnitely refused to accept the nom-
Inati This left only Mr. Atkins.
The rnm:l and Anclent Order of the
.Double Cross had won aut.

S0, on Saturday Iast, In_ . Milton
Town Hall, the last act in the FARCE
was presented to the open. world.
The “wlde-open” canvenilon was
held. With tongues in cheeks, Mr.
Martin, the presiden!, and his party
stalwarts--went through. all the mo-
tions,

Mr., Martin, Conservative, was elect-
ed chairman from the floor of the
house. Mr. Dingle, Conservative, wgs
elected secretary [rom the floor of the
house, Mr. ‘Thorpe, Conservative,
wos tominated from the [oor of the
house. Mr. Nicholson, Conservative,
was nominated from the floor of the
house, and finally, Mr. Atkins, who
hnd recently discovered that he was
an out-and-out Conservative, was
nominated from the [loar of the
house. Then Mr, Thorpe, briefly and
witin courage. for it ook courage,

on

com” aware ¢of the Double Cross, with-
Jrew, E:lmresﬁmg the belief that a
"Nutional” candidate was the need of
the hour. Mr. Nicholson also with
1dmw and of course, the chalrman
was then free to inform the gather-
- jng that “inasmuch as Mr. Thorpe
:rd Mr. Nicholson had withdrawn
vanl Mr, Atklips had intimated in ad-
vaace his wllingness to  accept the
' nemination, he would declare Mr, At-
. kins the official *National® candidate.”

No voie was taken. There never was
any intention o take a vote. The
| whole proceedings wenl off "according
|Lu pattam. and with tongues In
heeks the stalwarts set back and,
 Hstened Lo Mr, Atkins and | Mr. Gor-
cdon Gravdon, Conservalive candidate
in Peel, review, in the nawme of Na-
| tionaliem, the sins and omissions of |
| the King administration, '

It wis a glorious afiernoon. To
those in the know it demonstrated
the BPouble Cppss at s best T
thase In the w It was a  shabby
-of inconaistency and
hypocrisy. To old Conservatives who
remembered the Grand Old Conserva-
Uve party of the pasi, it was & shab-
by demoustration of cheap political
tactics; and to thaose, [lke the writer,
who maintain some degree -of inde-
pendencey in their political affiliations,
it was a dlsgustine farce, Old P. T.
Barnum would have enjoyed the aft-
ernoon. He it was whoe coined that
famous phrase. "You can foal some
of the people all the time, bul yon
can't fool all Lthe people all the time’

The people of this country are of
one mind—get on  with the war,
They want that job done efficiently
and without deélay. They are in no
temper for cheap political manoceuver
ing. The Conservitive convention of
last Saturday was the best exhihi-
tion of cheap political trickery and
disgusting party politles presentea m
this couniry in many a moon., "My
Farty, right or wrong. My Party,” and
while the cheap tawdy game goes on,
Canada tries to fight a war. The
tragedy of iL all!

As a returmmed soldier who gave
[four years of his life to his country,
I watched the proceedings on Satur-
day with confused thoughts, but be-
fore the aftemoon was over out oOfF
the discord some of the thoughts clar-
tfied.

First, [ wonder {f some of the
people who shout loudest about more
vigor in our war <effort, reallze how
Lthey look to an ex-soldier? 1. for one
can't obliterate a feellng cf contempt
for those glib speakers of the same
age as mysell. who shout 50 long ana
loud for more actlon and yet took
such grea! care L0 malntaln a whole
skin in the last war. _
. Second, I can't shake the disgust
for the petty Conservatlve politician
who thinks the only patriols in Can-
ada are Conservatlves. There are
Just as many loyal. patriotic peﬂple[
in the Jther political partles as there
are in the Conservalive party. And
adversely. there are just as manv
shirkers in the Conservalive pariy os
ther are \n each of the other pelitical
partles, The ltest of &4 man’s sincer-
ity I= hils wllilngness to serve on  any
front God helv us from those who
want to serve only on the home
Front but who have so much . to say
as tw how things could be dﬂne on
all fronts

Third. There is only one true pat-
riot—the man or woman who  will
give his all for his country. Lip
partriotism is sickening. and for the
next six weeks we're golng o hear a
lot of It
~—{fpyver-therr-vway a-time-when-Gan—}
ada needed relief ‘from party politics.
it's now., The war, with all its fury,

iz expected to open In the spring
Canadians, to date, haven't feit the
impact of the war. When the y do

and when they begin to pay In men,
in money, in restrictions, they’l rea-

lize what war 15, and with that reall-

no political party can do the job. In
the meantime Grits and Torles, blind
and Hnmorant, will continue to play
memmﬂuumﬁlradntml-
ton oo Saturday, in the end, aller
confusing and . our war ef-
furL-lkeuptnmereﬂ.lnﬂun that

'm;mmmu |mmm
which

Oulcville delegmtes came up out of the |

cspecially as by this time he had be- |-

t spatlon will come to the conviclion that |

Empire In the present struggle, the
development of her Lourist trade Is go-
ing on space. Despite rumours H:nt
have been
United Btates as to adverse treatment -
tha* American visitors would recelye’
in Canadu, the Dominton is
ahead with a campaign to advertise
Canada’s iourist dnd sportasmen's at-
tractions more widaly in the Umnited
Biates and th counteract the adverse
propaganda, according to ©. E. How-
ard, Manager of thé Tourist and~ Con-
wvention Bureau, i':an.gldiun NEHIJII:I.I
Hallways. _
American visitors to Canada will be
as welcome ay Lhey always have been .
and they will remive the same c¢or-
dial reception. "' An added sttraction
will be the fact that their money will
go further by reason of the exchange
situation. “With tmavel to Ewope”
largely barred. Canada should recelve -
‘a2 much greater number of tourists
during the coming season .than ever
befare,” stated Mr. Howard.

C.NR. TIME TABLE

TIME TABLE

LEAVE GEORCETOWN
To -Tn-r-lnh
aT7T08 am., 928 am., 1218 pm
c 23 pm., 438 pm
643 pm., 503 pm
Te Laolen

10.06 am., x1120 am, 200

13
_ ex2556 pm._ ayi45s pm. T.00 pam
be00 pm, 4dxil06 pm.
exll 50 pm -

—exrept Sun. and Haol.; b—ﬂul..

Gﬁfr Coach Lines

— s

DIRECTORY

F. R. WATSON, DDE, MDA
Georgetown
Office Hours—¥ io §, Except Thursdey
Afternoons

LeROY DALE K.C

M. SYBIL BENNETT, BA

‘Barristers and Soliciters
Mill Btreet

GEORGETOWN ONT.

]

KENNETH M. LANGDON
HBarister, Solicitor, Nelary Pubile
First Mortgage Money to Losm

Office—QGregory Theatre Bldg. NN Bk
Fhone 881 — Georgeleows

FRANK PETCH

LICENSED AUCTIONEER
and

ALL CLASSES. OF INSURANCE
Prompt Service

F. 0. Box 413

Phone 391 Georpedown

.I"';'=__

Monuments
POLLOCK & INGHAM

Bucoessors to Cater & Worth
Galt, Ont.

Designg on Eeogquesti - Phone 3048
[nxpect our work in Gresnwood

they have been fools and that the cost




