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Chamber circulates shopping questionnaire
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Refer plaza plan
back to committee

Acton councll turned back a
reconunendation from Planning
Bodrd and No. | committes for
approval of a unall playo at the
corner of n St. and
Chuzchill Rd. untl more study
can ba given the project.

Plans for the corner which
BOwW encompansss a large Eulley.
call for ux stoses, including o
Becker's Milk jug store.

Project nnars, plannin
consultants for the town, woul
not spprove of the proposal and
told Planning Bumr they could
not support it il it came to a
haaring.

Councillor Coats wuggested
council should heed the

lanners' advice and not jut

p at the flrst opportunity to
develop the ‘rmpuny which he
scknowlsdgad was an eyesore
now. He thought a restaurant
would be more in line with
development and keep
commeicial davelopment from

sueading all over town.

Mayor Duby wondared why
the planners threw the plan out
since a0 commerclal strip existed
there now.

““They are piofeisionals,”
Councillor Marlks retortad,
suggesting they knsw baat, “I'd
like to see the town kept as a
hub rather than spread
helter-akeltes.”

We'd better take this back to
comumittee and find out Project
Planners’ objections and talk to
Planning Board, suggested
Councillor Greer.

“They're no little tin godey™
remarked Reeve Oakes,
wggenting the planners could
make mistakes, too.

“If we haven't got confidance
in the planners then for heaven's
sake lot's get some planners
whom we can have confidence
in,” zald Mr, Coats.

Council agpriesd to reler the
matter back to committes.

Break-in, malicious demage
charges against five youths

Charpes were laid against five
Brampton youths Friday who
had broken windows at the new
curling club ond entered the
Chiristian Reformad church.

Three young members of the
church detected the ocut-of-town
intruders and informed Cons.
Krostler. He located them trying

to puth their car out of the ditch
on Churchill Rd.

They were charged with
breaking and entering the
Christian Reformed church and
oulicious damage ut the curling
club.

Two officers from the North
thalton detachhment assisted in
apprehending the quintet.

We'll never play Acton again!!

That was the fervent dacision
of an out-of-tlown music group
after a fracas Saturday night at
the Dominion Hotel that
involved 1even police officers
bafore peace was restored.

One of the musicians became
50 incensed at patrons’ remarks
he drew a kmile.

Cons. Roy Wood was called,
but fighting kept breaking out
and he summoned his rth
Halton confreres who patrol the
countryside around Acton. Six
reinforcements arrived,

The musiciin  was charged,
:rgsmad in court in Milton

nday, pleaded pguilty and
draw a suspended sentence.

Not only will they never ply
Acton again, but the group also
thinks theyll just disband
altogether. Too much trouble
playing hotels, they concludad —

Mémbers of the Chamber of
Commerce are busy this week
eclrculating a confidental
shopping study to every other
hnuulnﬁnt%n.th. &

Purpos® o survey is to
determine how well - the retall
mérchants in town are mesting
regulay shopping needs.
Participation is entirely
Opinions of

and assoclations will
not be revealed.

Among the queries aré sonw
on store hours, parking, street
lights, public transportation,

destrizn croxsings, uslore
E':mu. window displuays, stoce
layouts, store lighting, selection,
prices, advertising | and otha

promotions.
The questionnaire also gaks for

with Acton pyoviding the worst
incident’ they's encountered 1o
far. Reportedly, their
instruments are now up for wale.

Unprintable joke
couse of fight

It was all caused by one ghort
and dirty Newfie jolke, and it
endad up au fight on Mill St.
Friday night with about 50

ctators. The insulted former

wioundlander and another
youth were charged with
drinking under age and taken
home.

The joke was reported to the
investiguting officer, Cons. Roy
Wood, during the explanation of
just what happened to cause
mich a row, (And it's not
printable.)

Arswers an rating rest rooms,
eati places, entertainmeant,

after-hours lighting. Sales people
will also be rated accor to
knowledge, attitude, handling
complaints and telephone
MANNSTE. .

hE“Bl-:lil :_Fnl-;ﬁ and courtesy of
t e Ond company are
also under scrutiny and the

survey asks if you wre in favor of

expandad services to Guelph,

on and Toronto. Are you
favor of kn emergency telephone
number? it axks. '

Would you uss a commuter
train to
available? Would you
in an adult educa

ipate
program?

Would you like to soe Mill St.

tumod into &' pedestrian mall?

Taronto if it was

Music festival plots new future to include all performing arts

North Hahon Music Festival
didnt die Monday evening us
some of the Asxsociation
membeérs feired when the

| moetbig began. Insiead,
t got 8 trinsfudon of changes
that will grhe it 3 whole new
bexsé 0n Life.

Neéxt the feitkal wall
in baﬁlh:fin the ame way.
ver, 8 commitiee will

workdag on wweeping changes
thit wall likzly transform the

" traddiona]l competitive mutc

festival into a dhowcsse for all
the performing arts, both
competitive and noncomget-
itive.

The lal meeting of the
MNorth iﬂ:]‘:tr:nr! Mutic Festival
Association was called lollowin
the disdribution of dzlaile
uestionnaires about 1the

estival’s fate to all north Halton

schools, parents representatives,
organizations which give
donations and interest
indrviduals. -

The well-attandad meeting was
held In the Robert Little school
daff room (n Acton.
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At the last meeting of the
Assoclation in October those
esenl had agreed that despite a
thy bank balance the fesiival
could not continue in its present
form. Replies to the

questionnaire from schools
agreed, but =
WPONSoring groups sent rep
which indicated they would like
the festival to continue in its
present form.

majority ol
lies

The pioblem- had arisén with
the diuppearance in wme
schools of the “itinerant™ mutic
teacher, and some PONLOIs
replied they would like to see
theie music specialists returned,
rather than a consultant
supervising the clawwoom
teacher. Several yponiorns
indicated the decison on
changes should be made by the
teachers and schools concerned.

There were 22 north Halton
schools and 20 other groups or
individuals which replied to the
questionnaires.

The principals’ school reports
sthowed 14 opposed to
continving the festival in its
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present form, one in favor with
vesexvations, and four with no
opinioa. (Not sll these schools
had participated previously.)

Yet in reply 10 the question
mking il their school would
compele in the next festval,
eight tchools 1aid yes and 12 no.
The schools willing to
participate had taken part in
past years sad represent about
3,000 studente

From these facts, the
interested members of the
Aswocuation devied the scheme
ol continuing the festival this
Year stressing the
non-competitive concerl
following the uwmal competilive
musi clswses. To the evening
concert, schools which had not
Nl ungéts to compete could
send entries. -

"Discussed were the inclusion
of an art diplay, orchestra,
rhythm band or gym team.

The new executive was named
with wvice-president Ray
Morrison moving up to
president. Past president s
James 2Zehr. Ralph McKeown
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repoined after several years as
vice-prevident. Rcecturned to
office were Mri. Glends Benton
88" secrelisy-lresmirer, Mri J
Frod sz trophy convener, snd
Mse. S. Brunelle and M. K.
McPhad as susistants to the
lnmhy convenet.
1en volunteers were sought
to serve on the commiltes to
plot future changés in the
festival, thowe who promptly
indicated thewr willingriess were
Jack Reed, Ken Trowbridpge, W.
D. E. Smith, Mre. Frost, and
Mrs. McPhad. They have the
power to add to their number
for advice in specific fields, swuch
as adding art or drama to the
festival.
For the festival next ywing,
classes and place must be

‘changed due to the mechanics of

acconunodating numbers. It was
stressed any schools wiuch
wished could enter the
competition.

Mss. Benton pointed out guite
a few repondents to  the
questionnaire - other than
principals - had been in favor of
competition.
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It was in part the decidve
replies In favor of » festival
wrﬁkh prompled the group to
with to .continue. incipal
Smith of Acton ewpecially
miéntionéd the support of the
general public garnered over the
years. :

Principal Trowbridge of
Brookville felt it was i tant
to proceed in 3 familur
environment, and not try to
include too many changes at
once which could replice the
usual competence st festivals
with a “midh mah™.

Present at the maeting were
principals, teachemns, puent
representatives and uuup
representatives with Ken Sell,
wperintendent of pwogram for
the county;, EJ Thomndike,
co-ofdinator of creative arts for
the county; George Houdander,

+ guutant co~otdinator of creative

arts and Ken Harrisun, North
Halton music conwultant,

Two representatives
Georgetown schdols
although Georgetown
whools withdrew fr the festival
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*teachers should be

were |

MOMe Yedls 1g0.
Mre. Bénton veported on a
very succéusful meeling held in
Novemiber, whén the executive
met with olficials of the county.
D. S. lLawless had wid
agociation should decide its
own fulure, bul promised
officisl support. He had
indicated transporistion cosls
could be srranged. He also felt
parents thould smid H they
désired. e ww no reison
the feitivdl should siffer becatns
thete ¢ no itinerint mude
teachery, and that with the
guidance of consultants the
sble to
succeed.

“The meeting cledréd up that
the festival is not dimppedsing
becaute of the new counly
board,” e concluded.

Jack Resd expiessed thinko td

etident Jim Zehs for a capable
ob during » *“trying"” yearand @

If, and Muss. Benton for &
"“terriflc job."™

Anothe general m&li}t] W
be called o3 plans for the festh
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Ice ditches
fire truck

It was lucky the fire wasn't
serious Sunday afternoon,
bacause the fire truck never did
get there,

It ddid on ice right into the
ditch at the comer of 17
Sideroad and the town line in
Ewquesing, and it wias three
quarters of on hour before the
town truck could haul it out.

The Jackson fomily on 20
Sideroad, which had reported
their chimney fire to the wrong
brigade in the first place, later

ed back to sy they thought
the fire was out.

They had mistakenly called
Milton instead of Acton brigade,

. and the call was relayed here as a

mutual aid call,

To top the oborted run, a
carload of detrucked firefighters
couldn’t make it up an icy hill
retuming home. They had 1o get
out and push the chief™s car.

Chamber members are leaving
the questionnaires at S0% of
homes in town and will return to
pick them up. President John
Shadbolt says the Chamber feels
that 50% of ths houszholds in
Acton should give a pretty fair
indication of the feeling.

Results will be processed by
computers at the Key-Com Ltd.,
at R. R. 4, Acton. Chris Schuts
i3 in charge of the survey while
Earl Jnilllurmuth e willl look after
comput € resulis

The Chamber has
appointed .a task force to
investigate additions to
Christmas lighting around Acton
with puticlilhu ms l:::!i
equalizing & t
d'elcuuunm downtown and
approaches to town,

also

GAILY DECORATED HOMES

refloct  the

happiness of the saason. This giant Christmas tree,
outlinad in lights, is at the home of Mr, and Mrs
Hugh Pottorson and family, Church St.—(Staff

Photo)

Sight buck
on Churchill

Mrs. Bob Marshall was called
to the living room window by
her little grunddaughter, Lisa,
Friday afternoon.

The little girl saw something
unusual. After several attempts
to tell the adults in the room she
succeeded in pgetting her
grundmother to look.

Mrs. Marshall’s first impression
wis one of awe. Standing
looking back at her from the
front of their Churchill Rd. N.
home was a full grown buck
deer, ontlers and all.

She called her daughter
Charlene and she also saw the
buck. Then Mr. and Mrs. R. L.
Davidson, next door neighbors,
were called by phone. They, too,
caught sight of the magnificent
animal.

As if on a signal, the buck
raised his white cotton flag,
cleared the fence across the road
and headed back to wherever he
came from.

Other neighbors also report
seeing the large buck and several
other deer in the neighborhood.

Two draws
Saturday

Excitement mounts with only

two more draws to be made in
the Santa-Rama promotion. The
fifth draw will be made at thres
o'clock Saturday at ths

" Y.M.C.A. At the same time a

draw will be made for Eramoss

Flower Mart. (Entries are in his

ad in the Free Press last week
and today, and again mnext
week.) ' .

First color

For the fkst time, the Free
Press features a fourcolor
section — the second section of
today's issue. Pages were
gmultaneousdy printed in the
umeal black plus red, blue and
yellow.

IT'S SANTA . ..it’s & bird? No . . .just sshes. Yoo before the n
sarly yet, but this little lad will try again - often- Photo)

Clamp down hard
local shoplifters

A very serigus increase in cases
of shoplifting has resulted in
Acton police informing all local
shopkeepers of the correct
procedure in making a citizen's
arrest

During the past week seven
local juveniles were charged with
thoplifting.

any local teen-agers are
dffenders, the police uy.
Storekeepers tell them they have
warned Jvnung people in the
past, and let them go without
reporting the incidents. Now the
police urge them to keep a close
wilch and to inform police.

“We are going to clamp down
on this," the local police insist,
Offenders will not necessarily be

Arena’s

Although the walls

finance committee
consideration.
Parks

of o vreccently
engineering
recommended repairs.
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aren’t
about to come tumbling down,
Acton council has referred the
matter of deteriorating walls at
the community centre to l!h:
or

and Recreation
Committee put the onus on
councd to do something about
deterioration following receipt
completed
study which

charged, depending on the
circumstances,

Last Thursday, five youn
girls, two aged 14, two aged |
and one just 13, were
apprehended. Apparently they
had sometimes worked as a
team. About $400 worth of
stolen property was recovered,
some ol it clothing from Acton
tlores

Other items recovered came
from stores in Milton,
Georgetown and Guelph. The
tags were stdl on some of the
items.

Two will hikely be charged by
the Children's Aid Society,
police expect, and the other
three will be charged by Acton

police fur possestign of stolen
goods. They will sppear in
juvenile court.

On Monday, investigation
folowed the report of a break-in
at the Norton home, Church St.,
and two juveniles were charged
with beeaking, entering and
theft. Questioning also produced
further charges of shoplifting,
and 3185 worth of stolan

toperty was recovered. The two

ys will also appear in juvenils
court,

Appatently there is always an
increate In choplifting cases at
Christmss time. Out-of-towners

where they are not known
g?ninz busy shopping hours to
augment their shopping ilegally.

main structure sound
but walls weak, council told

““The whole report and
engincering study was given to
council to deal with in the
urgency they see [it,"” said
Councillor Marks, one of two
council representatives on the
Parks and Recrcation
commillee.

“¥You are concerned that if the
roof fulls in you can say we told
you so0,” the deputy-reeve
half-facetiously told councillor
Marks.

“No", Mr. Marks replied. “"The

lght he hangs his stocking.—(Staft

letter to council asks repalr work
to be carried out as soon as
possible to ensure the safety of
the building and stop further
deterionation.”

“No. | might frown on th
engineer’s report but jus
because wo don't agree it dossn’
mean we are responsible il walls
fall down,” Reeve F. Oakes
countered.

Mayor Les Duby referred to a
survey four years ago which
showed the steel structure of the
communily centre was till “as
sound a3 ever.” | gather the
problem is with the walls? he
asked.

Beams ore sagging and s few
wooden beams in the west wall
should be replaced, answered
Mg. Marks. The wall sheathing (s
taking the stress instead of the
steel.

The main steel structure is still
sound, the mayor was assured.
Cost of the engineei
report? “$390 for one day,”
Councillor Marks told council.

He 1eminded councilloes
however, that the enginser was
talking "“Cadillac and Ford” in
the report and his
recommendations were meant to
put the building in top shape.

Tak turkey

Councll talked twkey at
Tuesdsy night’s meeting after »
resolution passed suthorizing
presentation of a8 Christmas
turkey to each town employes.

Counclllor Jack Greer, one of
two who voted aptinat the
ruulutlrn. suggested that
councll witle the turkeys in the
contract with town employeses.

“This way there would be no
Scroopes sitting around the
courcll table and we would
knlgw where we sit on this,” he
mid, -




