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The value of planning for town,
township or city finds an apt
fliustration in Esquesing township
over the past few months.

Proposals before the township
council to establish a race track in
the south énd of Esquesing, a drag

. strip in the north end and a drive-in

theatre in some central spot, have
caused great concem among

residents of the areas affected. There

have been several delegations in the
countil chambers to protest
establishment of these enterprises
but it is doubtful that councillors
will be able to do very much about

them.

Passage of an agricultural holding
by-law last week was an attempt to
vegulate  the use of land and the
character, use and location of all
buildings, but ratepayers can only
hope this measure is not too late
with too little.

The day when it was possible to
allow any type of dwelling or land
use in an area where there is an
abundance of land has long passed in
this area. Rapid development fanning
out from Toronto has created
situgtions where a zoning by-law

would be the only suitable method
of control.

It is a long, often difficult
struggle to plan zoning, pass a by-law
and then watch its progress grind to
halt among the bureau-crats at
Queen's Park, as the town - of Acton
has found out. Esquesing’'s holding
by-law is an attempt to regulate
while the planners work on a suitable

zoning by-law, which could be years .

ahead.

.- Retidents of areas where race
tracks and drag strips are proposed
will have to grin and bear it, unless
the township is able to impose tome
sort of ban which will affect the time.
prior to passage of the holding
by-law. This type of enterprise hasa
place but is certainly not desirable in
arcas where residents have built
homes with the idea they could live
in a rural area undisturbed by the
raucous noise usually associated with
tracks and drag strips.

Measures the township takes
against developers may swem
inadequate but even using all the
weapons they have at their disposal
it 1s like putting a catapault against a
cannon il there is no zoning by-law
to harness developments.

No squawk on this rdise . . .

Members of the Ontario
Legislature who have accused trade
unions and the professions of adding
to inflution pressures with  Lrge
rases in pay should be hanging their
own heads following acceptance of a
S50 per cent hike in remuneration
without any appreciable outery.

The S18,000 figure which
M.PP’s will receive now for their
services is not out of line with the
importance of the job but it is an
unflattering testimony to their lack
. of the
publc that they thould d
nacessary to ruise their own pay at o
time when the fight against inflation
15 in fall swing.

Anything members of the
Legisbiture say now about the trade
unions and the professions
contributing to inflition will be

Relief from din

We live in the midst of constant
noise. Jets boom. sirens shrill: every
radio and television ad is announced
by a crash or a twanging guitar. and
even the national news now begins
with an wgly and strident series of
electronic *"Beep-Beeps.™

Into all this din comes Christinas.
and for a blessed two or three weeks
the sounds are different, says an
editorwal from the United Church the
excited wvoices of children, the
cheerful greetings exchanged by
acquaintances on the street, even the
“ho, ho, ho™ of commercial Santas,
are a blessed change from the trenzy
which is our usual diet.

Why are we so enamored of all
this racket? .

If we search our hearts, our best

¢ it was®

immediately suspect and taken with
Lirge doses of <alt.

Formerly an MP.P. was paid

$12,000 a year —S$8,000 in taxable
salary and 54,000 in the form of a
tax-free expense allowance-the
latter requiring no proof of
expenditure. Now the figure will be
made up of S$12,000 in straight
taxable salary and $6,000 in a tax
free non-accountable expense
allowance.

Cabinet ministers are expected to
collect from $34,000 to $36,000 a

t und the Prime Minister's pay s
anticipated to go up from $30,000
to $40.000 or $45.000.

Few will disagree with the total
amount received by the legislators
but the timing and amount of the
pay hikes will raise more than
cyebrows among taxpayers.

moments don’t come with a roar,
they steal upon us. The bedtime hugs
of children., their relaxed
abandonment in  sleep with
“deceptively angelic faces™ a good
talk in a quiet corner with an old
friecnd, moments of love between
husband and wife. the pride in the
eyes of one when the other has done
something  well-these are  the
cherished times for most of us.

Fanfare can be dazzling and has

its linited place. but the heart’s true
homeland is in the warmith and
simplicity which Christmas releases.

One of the carols says it:

“"How sitently. how silently, the
wondrous gift s given: So God
tmparts 0 human  hearts  the
blessings of his heaven.””

@ Photos from the past
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Sugar and Spice

By bill smiley

This  column s dedicated to my
namesake, Bill Smuley, a high school
primcipal in Saskatchewan. He doesn’t even
read my column, bad cess to lum, but his
wifc does.

Recently, she torced him to listen as she
read a column i which | hurled a dart into
the raw hides of schiool admimistrators. It
made lum write, but it was 4 friendly letter
and it's nice to hear trgim you, Cousin Bill,

He must be a cousmn. The Smileys. five
brothers of them, came out from leeland
during vne of the penodic potato Famines
and with the shall and toresight that has
always chatactenized the name, chose wome
al the most meagre land wm Canada on
which o strithe 1t nich,

The cropy were maunly stones. with an
occasianal bonanza of boulders. Most of
them had enouvgh don losh wat to get out
and maove West, but my grandfather. with
nime kit and oo wite, stuck it vut and the
old fanuly taem s stll there i Pontue,
Quobec, pusting up us anmual Crop ol
mdbhweed. burdock and licldstone,

~Cous Bill must be a deseendant ol one
o the Smudeys who went West and starved
during The Depression, astead of staying
home and almos starvang.

We've lost cantact completely. Baft 1 did
meet a chap. Bev Snuley, directy alicad of
me mou line-up on g toopship commg
home. who turned out to be g son of my
Lather™s fust cousin, Joe, who went West,
st ths Fascimating?

However, this s not o family bty
though T know you'te mtigued. It o o
beart-felt expression of sympathy tor tagh
whool primcipals, Iike Cousin Bl

Credibility - . .

A mun";’.‘ lite is tull of trouble.

He comes into the world without
his consent. He goes out usually
against his wiall and the trip between
his coming and going is one of the
features of his joumey.

If he is poor, his s sand to be o
bad manager.

If his is rich, they 'l claimy he s
dishonest,

IU he gives to charity, it's for
show.

If he doesn't, he's a stingy cuss.

If he's actively religious, some
will say he's a hypocnte.

If he gives atfection, he's a soft
spécimen, - : -

If he cares for nobody. he's
cold-blooded.

If he dies young, there was a
great future for him. '

- If he lives to be an old man he -

missed his calling.
If he saves money, he's a miser:

If he spepds it, he's a spendthrift,

A high school principal is usually a
normal human being (though not always)
whao s caught, not between two
grindstones, but four. Grinding from above
are the whool-board and the parents. From
below. he s whetted 1o a fine cdge by
teachers and students,

Either he emerges keen as an dxe, or
ground to g pulp. The odd one s smart
cnough to quit and go back to the
classroam betore either happens. But most,
drwven by the msatiable greed of thenr
wives, keep atat until they are punchy.

This 15 one of ther hariest times of the
year. After theee menths of unbehievable
cliaos, they have tinally got the big, brutal,
awhward, muaniacal maclune, that is a
muodern ligh schaol, tunmmg with only the
odd it or start. (Be careful there, linotype
Cpcraton)

The Board has cut ol all expenditures
until the new budget s struck in January,
The students are beconmng unruly, The
teachers are completely brownped off wath
Board. ponaipal. students and cach other,
I shaw €, evervthang s normal.

Then the poor old prmcipal gets three
o lour resignations fronm hus statf, They
dre frem people who are ll, ted up, or
merely goang out of ther munds,

Where do you pick up, in December, an
Jit teacher who can double m typing?! Or o
German teacher who s o wing at German
hut  wees MK and must coach  the
bhasketball team™” Or a history teacher wha
v pack up g weldmg class wathout domg o
Nero! -

Somchow, they find bodies to put an
tromt of the kids and the show poes on,
Angl the poncipal takes another gant step,
not  tor mankind, bur toward  has furest
A RRIINIRY

Bless sou, chaps, and have o happy
Clnstinas 105 g pob D wouldo't touch withy
4 20100t Hungatan, let alone a tensfool
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20 years ago

Tuken from the issue of the Free Press,
Thurnday, December 1, 1949

The biggest nominstion meeting in
years put 40 candidates up for election and
thowed a keén interett in municipal affairs.

Monday will be election day with polls
at the Y. M.C.A. and town hall open from 9
am. to 6 p.m. When mine o'clock rolled

Aaround Saturday nmight qualification forms

had been filled out for the following: for
Mayor, A. Mason, F. J. McCutcheon: for
reeve, E. Tyler (accl.); for deputy-reeve W.
McLeod (accl.), for cﬂunclru tix o be
elected, N. Braida, §. Collent, T. Cooke, F.
ave, L. Hotchen,
T. Nicol, W. Rouwell, J. F. Royston and R.
Thompaon. .
For Public Uulities Commitnion Thos.

Ware (accl.). "
- For tchool board, all by acclamation, ).

* H.Creighton, Thos. Watwn Jr., W. J. Waolfe.

Thote eligible will alvs vote on the band
by-law, atking f they are in faver of
cancelling the annual grant of one-half of a
mil on the whole ratable property to such
band or bands as council may appuoint, and
if the prewnt grant is cancelled, would
they be in favor of a $500 annual grant.

J. H. Cresghton was chairman of the
nomimation meeting and reeve Theron
Jones requested various cumnuittee men to
give their reports,

Two former reeves will contest the
election for the honor of being the first
mayor of Acton, which has been raised
from village status

50 years ago

Taken from the 1ssue of the-Free Press,
Thursday, December 5, 1919,

back
issues

Between the seyenth and wixth lines the
powéy went off during the cyclone. For
wven long hours the car stood sialled on
the bridge. Shortly before three o'clock
Sunday morning the power came on again
snd the train resumed its trip. The
pasiengers have quite s story 1o relate.

Many barns were damsgéd and fruit
frees uprooted.

/75 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Fm; Preis
- Thuud;y;ﬂ_tumber 6, 1894,

+ . After 3 long period of sulfering Heath
came peaceflullyto Miss Jestie McNabb, 22,
daughter of Mr. Archibald McNabb, comer
Church and Wilbur St For several years
this bright young lady had blen afflicted
with nervous prostration and latterly with

an affection behind her ear which gradually .

RIew wore.

Durning her long illnews they engsged the
best phyucians and sent her to hospital for
three months. The hundreds who viewed
the remains, lovely in death could not 3l

to remark the evidences of calm and peace.

The affhiction s worely felt by the amily
but they feel that the Lord knows best.

Acton Temperance Umion has organized
a Parlament and prospects are good for
wme lhvely debating. Rev. J. W. Rae is
leader of the government and Rev. J. E.
Howell leader of the oppouition. Mr. H.
Jean will ntraduce the first bl on
prolmbition of the hquor traffic. Meuys.
Johin L. Charles and R. J. Edmiston are the
Whips and . P. Moore the tpeaker.

Limehouce Presbytenan Sunday School
v now closed for the winter.

Rev. T. Adams, who has been preaching
at the Congregational churches of Churchill
and Greenlaw for the past year, has
resigned these charges and accepted a call
from Cobourg. The people of Churchill
intend giving a farewell tea Dec. 11,

The terrific cyclone which devastated so

rmany bulddings and created havoc at so

many ponts i the province last Saturday
evening did a large quuta of damage here,
In Acton the new shoe factary on Church
St. was the scene of the greatest damage,
During the height of the gale, when the
wind had a velucity of 60 to 70 miles an
hour, it struck the building broadside and
the damage wrought in a few seconds was
great indeed. The entue roof was carnied
of [ and distributed over the Grand Trunk
yvards. It was over, under and through

freight cars, tore

telegraph  wares and created

traim.

John Gibbans’ barn fared badly. It was
Contractor

Mackenrie had -sull not completed the
cantract for the barn and therefore bears

like an eggshell

¢ rushed

the loss of about $3,000.

A number of passengers for Acton and
Toronto

Suburban Railway had a trying expenence.

west on the

other pomts

- ad
Pepper

down telephone and
havoe
generally, A brokeman was injured and was
taken to hospital at Stratford on the H.12

Take John Diefenbaker,
grandmother and Prime Minister Pierre
Elhott Trudeau. Mix them up in a pot of
frish stew and you’ll
which this column is all about.

John Dicfenbaker? Your grandmother?

The prime minister? - Yep!

Ifc:hufi you noticed where  John
Dictenbaker has been linng broadudes
agam. And you can hear the cannonading
trom St, John to Victona.

He unloosed a 12 gun silute at the
prime munster last week down in Bytown,
where the Rideau River Mows. which ended
up in hm stniding across the fMlowr and
grasping Piesre’s hand in g fnendly western
shake that would have MMovred a steer.

According to  the press seports
enthusiastic applause from the few M.P."s
who were still in the House, sohdified
allisnces c¢lean across the country,
Afterwards Mr. Diefenbaker, who would
swwaner hit Prerre with a brick than an
apology any day of the week, 1id Mr.
Trudeau’s action confirmed his view that
the Commons was “a gentleman’s ¢club.”

The rime minister apparently
apologuzed to Mr. .Difenbaker for an
erronenus reply he had made carlier in the
wision in regard to a letter claimed to have
been sent hum by a Montreal politician
ymphcating the Company of Young
Canaduans in some daviltry,

You did get a letter, Mr. Diefenbakes
thundered across the Comumons. No 1|
didn't, replied Pierre.

At this junciure Mr. Trudesu's secretary
remindad all and sundry in the Houss that
Mr. Diefenbaker had once hidden a letter
from U.S. president Dwight Eisanhower
under his bed, and it had lain. there for
weeks apparently forgotten,

L *1 wonder,” wid the secretary, “if the
Flrima minister would care to look under
is bed to ses whether the letter happens

my -

el a4 concouction.

Off the cuff

Retirement: When you stop lying
about your age and start lying about
the house.

L L L

Courage: The mastery of fear.

“Well, Doc. How do | stand?”

Doctor:  *1

miracle.”

don’t know: it's a

Wouldn't you know they'd come
up with go-go girls just when most of
us are about gone.

Mr. Trudeau apologuzed to Dief the former
chief which led to the momentous occatlon
and the solid handshake which thook the
foundations of confederation.

Where does my grandmother it into the
picture? No, the didn't join the Company
of Young Canadians. At least not yet. If
she could get a hold on some of them 'm
sure she'd establish that they had no
monopoly on violence, :

My grannie has always had a “‘thing™ for
John Eicl':nh:kﬂ. He could puth the
button to start World War Il and the
would playfully assert that it must be in
the best interests of all of us or John
wouldn’'t have done 1t.

There's no doubt that Bob Stanfield has
been in Diel's lshadow ever since he tpok
over the mantle of the Consarvative panty.

When tomeone takes a trip to Ruasds it
is Juhn, not Bob, who travels, in spite of
the fact that Stanfield undarwesr might
find ready scceptance in Siberia's frozen
wastes. Perhaps there was a subtla feeling
among the young Tory turks that if Mr,
Disfenbaker journeyed to Vodkaville he
would open his celebrated mouth too wida
on tomes public occation and the Comrades
would clamp him in somes foruaken
Siberian salt mine.

But it tumed out the Rustans
apprecisted Mr. Diefenbaker’s outspoken
comments 1o wwch they returned him
safely to Canada’s capital
continues to make political capital at My.
Stanfield's expense. -

Canadians, meanwhile, breathad a
of relief that their mout coloeful politician
was once again back in curmidst.

Pierre subsaquent to the {ncident went

to the Grey Cup game in a knitted Dutch ,

Boy cap that sat the fashion world gaw
and booted a 28 yard ceremonial
to 3ot a new record for -prim prime

minister’s pigikin sccomplishmenty,

where ha'

-

If he works hard, they say he's
crazy,

If he doesn't, he's a bum.

So what's the use?
Woodstock, N.B., Bugle.

arn, Evelyn Sanders, Jean Mcintyre, Edith Thompson, Ted Fresman; second row
iims Butier, Betty Anne Kerr, Annle Lasitch, Doreen Cole, Dells Mcintyre, Doris
Georgs ' Johnston, Pesrlls McDonsld; back row, John McDomald, Jsck
McDomeld, Sadie Mcintyre, Andy Moloxri. Thelr teacher was Mrt. R,

the picture, '

Dilly Prinilag and Publidlag Ca Ll
David B Dille, Publishas

Hortley Coles Do

to be filed there.”

An unkind cut. But it turned out there
was a letter written on St, Patrick's Day by
My, Saulnier to the prime minister, And

My grandmother sits at humﬁd:uﬂn; .
onn John Diefenbaker and hoping someday

he will once again stumble into the prime - -
minister's office. P e T
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