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I New Rockwood park superintendent

says works there is

TENTHUSIASTIC JIM Muk 1 the néw supsrintsndent st Rockwood

Cormirvation srsd, '
syt ~—(Statf Photo)

“This is one of tha beit parks snywhere,” he

"largest crowd ever"”

lawn bowling

The most successful
InterCounty Lswh Bowling
Tournament ever held on the
Rockwood greens took place on
Wednesdsy, June 25, when 60
coinpetitons attended the event
from Georgetown, Acton,
Guelph and Rockwood, to
participate in the Jiiney
tournarnent. In this competition,
eich individusl bowler played
only for himsell instesd of
playing as a team member, with
the prizes going to the individus

Mt and, as the playens
soemad. to be in top shape, the
hutehwuuwnly‘mﬁdt A

The setting was perfect. A
delightful June evening
m?wted by a adlight breeze
wafting in to cool off any
overheated participants; the
lawn, under the able direction of
greenikéeper, Fred Alton, was in
top thape; everyone in a fervour
of excitement and anticipation;

Howdy again! .

Wal, today thi just azint
workin® out to . Just heard
via tele-ear that that
correzpondent who usually sends
in my column for me is goin’ to
be awsy for a few wesks
holidayin'. Gs-wdy, ain"t it
slways the way—just when
things were goin' real good what
with me winnin' my races ‘nall
an’ with 10 much to tell yew
about what's goin® on,

Godh, I dunno if I can make it
but maybe I'l knock off for a
few weeks mysellf and travel
down to Kentucky-always did
huve a hankerin® to sae what 3
Alue Blood looked like and
maybe I'll get to eat some of
that Kentucky blue grass th
keep tawkin' about. ' Wal,

ayway, if 1 don't manage to get

First

lourney

un outside sudience, watchin
from the sidelines of the fence
in  green area in  faswcinated
interest.

“The largest crowd we've ever
had," 1aid the president, Dave
Gray and everyone really
enjoyed themselves."” The
Rockwood Bowling Auociation
has had. 2 fluctuating-
membenhip for rome time now
and the 16 members is the
largeat roll we've had here for a
number of years. The members
respongible  for the -wupreme
success
tournament were Robert Dyew,
and John Buckman and the next
Inter-County Tournament will
be held in July at Geompetown,
followed in August with shother
in Guelph and then the big Final
Do will be a team competition
on the Guelph ens in
September after which a dinner
will conclude the teaton of lawn
bowling.

anythin® in for a few weeks
don’t just give up on I'il ole
I‘rutlﬁ Fair ‘cause .unless
somethin® drastic happens like
me breakin® my writin® leg or
bein® hit by a bolt of lightin® I
be keepin® in touch somehow.
Hmm, maybe by the time | get
back the tennis courts will be
ready for playin® on-or the
asphalt will be down for roller
tkatin® outside with piped in
music—or the recreation
astocistion will have revived the
summer phygmund activitiss

like they're donin® down in

Acton, Guelph, Toronto, an' all
the lively, think ahead
communities. -

Have a happy holiday folks,

and hope to s2¢ ya at the beach!

Trooly yers
Pretty Fair,
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communion

Father Talbot gave
cammunion to Gregory Mance,
Tommy Mahce, Kimmy
I(In?hurr. Casey Halliburton,
Michael Wolashyn, 'I.I:Tgu
Kelly, Sandra Kingtbury, Lox
Anne Drexler and Digne
Castelarin, of Gualph.
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By Lotraine Rool

The Rockwood Grand Valley
Conservation Pask has got to be
test r's pasadise in
all of Ontario. Up, down, over,
and asound, the peved roadway
takes you on a tour through orie
of the most spacious, wperbly
kept, well orginized, and
rusticly besutiful parks in the
district.

I trundied my trusty litile
bicycle over there the other day
to chat
superini¢éndent, Jim Malr, who
recently moved up here from
Fergus, und is néw living IA the

howso which lormiérly belonged

(0 the Dsve Nelica family on

George Slydet. -~
Jim, s .an enthudaitic and

ambilous young nan  who'

litevally brésthes coniérvation. |
flint hsd résdoa to make his
intance when [ was vidting

- the park mywelf on the occasion

of & tremendowly lirge picnic

- crowd which turned out to be a .
p of 400 members of the

ristian Heform Church from
Bramplon who weie celebrating
thelr winual outing. Impressed at
the sire of the crowd and at
their well controlled behaviour
for wch a large group who hsd
thélr own “‘mike set-up’ for the
occaslion, 1 ww this well
groomed and uniformed,
suthoritstive lookdng chap with
the Conservation insignls of
identification on his shirt sleeve,
mingling with the crowd and
Ela.unl y belng congenlal and

elpful to all the

icnicers—rather like a graclous
t at & garden party. As | had
never noticed this particulsr
touch in the purk before |
couldn’t help but think that it
did lend a very good
Impresaion—rather a3 if he would
not interfere with the activities,
but if there is anything you need
just inquire and the park is here
{o terve you sort of thing. I've
always felt that it's the little
tings that spresd goodwill and
leasure and create a  real
ncentive to come back again.

I talked to Jim sbout this and
atked him all sorts of pertinent
queitions about why he had
become interested in
conservation work. We had quite
s chat really, il you could call it
that, sitting beslde an important
cog of a wheel which s
continually turmning around to
organize, answer queitions,
direct ausistants, and make

suggestions—all this with the

sound of lswn mowers buzzing
loudly with activity and the
scraping of shovels against
pavement as a new water line
down to one of the picnic areas
necessitates the digging up of the
rosdway to lay the pipe. Such a
busy man, but all in good spirits
he still managed to tell me a
little about himself.

Only 23 years of l&ca married
and with two young boys of his
own, aged two and thres, Jim
Muir iled origimally from
Haliburton but moved with his
family to a farm just outside of
Fergus when he was four. With
his family eventuslly moving
right into the town of Fergus
pm|]ur. he was educated at the
public and high swchools there.

I asked Jim if his early life in
the north country could,

rhaps, have instilled in him his
ove for the outdoors. “No, not
really,” he grinned, “I was too
ynun? to remember that but,
after 1 left High School, I knew !
could never work inside because
I loved the life on the farm and |
would really like to have one of
my own. But you know what it
is now-a-days, farms to buy and
operale are a very costly
proposition, so, rather than
work indoors in a factory or the
like, 1 felt that, as outside jobs
are limited, “lI would 1try
Conservation work,™

His first job was at Belwood
where he warked for five years,
originally as assistant operator of
Shand Dam. Jim gave me a little
bit of filkin about his job which

with the dew

Orangeville, the Grand

I thought was both interesting
and informative enough (o pass
along. It seems that the Grand
River Conservation Commission
snd the Grasnd Villey
Consesvation Authority were, up
until two yeas ago, two
completely sepurute

nizstions not even closely
affiliated. The Grand River
Conservation Commilsslon had

-the owrienhip of all Grynd River

Dams including the Shand Dam,
the_fConestogs Dim  nesr

- Draylon, snd the Luther Manh

Valley st
slley
Conservetion Authorig

however, owned and operated sif

Dim desr Grand

" the Park’areas afmiiated with he

Grand Rivey.

The Provihcial ~Governmaent,
realizing .that to contribute
gnints, etc. to thedz 1wo bodies
was rather fuble, and forced an
amalgamation of the two groups,
with the top osen from boitk
Eurtiih. being put in charge of

ey positions of oprration and

direction.

are not under the mame
jurisdiction but are effiliated, in
ss much as Conservation Schools
tznd their men oul to the
various sreas but all are operated
weparately.

When Jim was first given the
opportunity as the
supesintendent of the
Rockwood Purk staflf he was
ralher dublous &8 to just how he
felt about leaving Fergus. I had
been hlouphl ur there," waid
Jim, “and felt as If it was part of
tie and § just loved the work."

But the transition has been
ﬁrul. For the flrst few weeks he

idn’t reslly know If he'd make
it as everything was so such
larger and, naturally, rather
sirange. “Now, | Just think it's
the greatest,” he naid with
abiolute selfassuredness. “There
is no doubt in my mind that this
is one of the best parks
anywhere. What pleases me Is
that | never get complaints
about the poor facilities, or
tomething that iin't right and 10
on the way they do at other
patks, and the local people
themselves are just wonderful to
m.ll
“I am very proud of this Park
now."

And it shows. Everyone Is
working with enthusiastm; no
one is tlacking off after the boss
leaves; industry beats; it presents
a bechive of activity.

With II:r? Collins as his
Assistant and Paul Waddell as
another full time employee, his
summer staflf has grown to
include five extra ground and
gate assistants with four life
guard and swimming instructors,
comprited of one or two hi
school lads, but with the
?Jnumnunl pressures on “hiring

niversity students’ the
majority of extra hands, are
from Toronto, Guelph and other
local Universities. A congenial,
industrious, and well-run Park
committee which presents a
good impression of a place to
picnic at.

I threw more questions at the
young Superintendent and he
patiently tried to answer them
all “The pot-hole area on the
other side of the River which
provides many curious visitors
with a great deal of pleasure
hasn't been touched on as yet as
we have not been given the “go
ahead” on it, said Jim. “Right
now we are busy keeping things

Other Contervation -
parks throughout the Province -
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in ocder, looking alter the three
camp grounds two for famllies
and the other lor groups; we will
be adding mose trees and
etfablithing riew trails.”*

Jim MNguses he puts in st least
55 hours u week, “Just belng
there when I'm needed,” he
grinned. “The park usually starts
getling busy during the summer
around the beach sres about ten
o'clock it’s veslly Jammed. After
dinner st night, 1 like to styy
sround as-the park thuts down
! uniet but sometimes it gels
extéended until tenh oclock at
night.” “To keép my eye on
things generally”- waid the
conhscientious Park muan. . -

A keen “car bug™ Jim Mulr

has been Interested in dissecting,
~eebuilding,

‘ rejuvenuting, and
eadjuiting, anything that has
our wheels gnd a motor, ever
since he was fiftedr. Two yeas
sgo he built 2 *31 Ford Hot Rod

" Coupe which started from only

the thell and was comprited of
ull different makes without any
two original parts from any one
car. “Right now,” ‘wald the
verwatile outdosr automobile
design mechanic, P'm in the

rocess of building up a '3

ord which, right now is all in
pieces.” Apparently Jim bought
the machine which hsd been
broken down by itz owner to
make adjustments on it but, as
time ran out the pmf:ct Wil
never completed with he result
that the dissected, ancient car
sal for eight years in

uestionable condition until 1t
ound Jim Muir and the old
maodel contraption hopes to live
again to once more decorate the
highways of the local Rockwood
area.

With 2 history of stock car
racing in his veins | learned what
makes a racing car enthusiastic
tick. “I raced” stock cars for
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three years, but I just don't have

any mose. e s simply
no other sport that can answer
the thrill one gets from car
racing.”

I saked Jim if he would
compare i1 to 8 ftrack stans
excitement before he
participates in # compelitive run
as he told of that tense, up-tight
loeling beloie u car 1sce. “No,
sald Jim, “I've. doce s little
vundng myiell, but it smply
't the vame thing. Everythii
is just foo much, and then all ©
A wudden you're awasy and
wmething happens 10 evdry

“the greatest”

Muir should  know what he's
talking about.

Phones be to ring, frucks
were duwin;':l: oulside the gate
house, asttendsnts were
beginning to report in, and one
with 8 word that Jim was needed
id one of the park areas
immedistely! 1 realized thst my
inferview time was up but it had
been a stimulating snd curious
oae. Thé villiage of Hockwood
Wwas regretiu)l when the past
tUpérinlendent, Ron Willismson,
Was

hoi¢ [n Galt. He, . 100, had
sccomplished great things in the

tomoléd and he ind his-
wife Jennifer left for thelr new -

ROCKWOOD
PERSONALS

Great congratulations from
the Rockwood V folk who
are very proud of Peter Leslie
who recentl passed his Grade
10 Music tions with
honours. He also passed hig
Grade 4 Toronto Cunkn:lmr
of Music examinations in
History and Harmdny, also with

horiors.

Friends of Richard Wall will
be interested to ki

won't be showing up in the sres

oo much this summier 53 he i in.

gh:knﬂm r:lnﬂn'r g for the Royal
i : s = ] -+

Mr. and Mrs. R. I'h.m frbm - -
Creek, recently vhited g

N .:-,' -

borie In yourbody. One minute |
you're all tensed -up and then
r_nu level out and it's besutiful.
U's one man pilting his dyiving
thdll against another and it's that
- tkill that makes you (he. better
nan.”” It's hqving control of
towething y ourelf. have
created, and having bullt two
hot rod racing curs himself, Jim

besutiful
staff of dali

who cares!

POPULAR SPOY for swimming ks Rockwood Csnoe reces are
Consérvition park and regulsr clasies sre hald.

park which sctusll
up to it present lfn
bul he hsd left behind him o
centre. opersti

efficlently by 2 well sdjust

ghtful psople with an
interesting. and
Conseivation Paik
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L Winch and her daughter
uth. . ; . .

brought it
Y slandard, .

Cathie Wsid, Barbars Lsw s5d
Ronnle McHse, thiés pupils of
Mrs. Ruth Wall’s.piano clgss in -
Rockwood patied their pide
one  examinstions: from the
Royal Conservatory of Muslc in
Tovornto wecently with honor,

versatile
Supervitor

schaduled to be held hers gyt
waslkend. —(Stalf Photo)
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On Octobar 1st, Ontario introduces
the new Ontario Health Sarvices In-
surance Plan—-0HSIP,

OHSIP is a basic plan of health in.
surance banslits available to svary
personinOntario—ragardiassofage,
physical haalth or financial meang-s
through the Gnuurnm?nt or & dayplg
natad agant.

OHSIP will replace OMSIP-—the
existing Ontarlo plan, If you're pres:
ently anrollad in OMSIP, your cover-
lqiwillcuntlnuuwithuutlnturmpﬂaﬂ.

%

ated, Windasor Madical Sarv-
ices, Associated Medical Sarvices, an
insurance company, orothar agancy,
you're also covered until further
notice. .
If you now hava no haalth insurance,
you'll have ampla opportunity to en-.
voll before Octobar 1st. You'll be
advised of the envolimant pariod by
prais, radio and talavision.

So don'twonder, don't worry, about
your haalth Insuranse. Just ralax and
enjoy a healthy suminar while you

Incor

fyou'ranowenrollad inaplanfram -await the new OHSIP Plan, the haalth
m.yg! tha 200 othar insurers i~ care H\;)u can count on, from the

Ontario-such as Physicians'Services Onta

‘l-

1

Departmant of Haalth.

ONTARIO HEALTH SERVICES INSURANGE PLAN

ONTARIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Mo, histthin B Dymond, b1, €0, bhinisinr.




