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Darcy Md(oough says

LEE "

Regional government will bring town, ¢éuniry together

Darcy , the Minister
of Municipal , says he is
not rushing the establishment of

regional t irs Peel and
Halton Countles.

Speaking to the annual dinner
mecting of the Georgetown
Chamber of Commerce at the
North Halion Golf and Country
Club last Wednewday, the
ministey sald that contrary to

% reporis he did not st

L this year as »
‘desdline date for the ged—lll]lm
- t 1 did may_way thit If

wished 1o in
tIl"':'iﬁ’l hmsﬂ:-m‘gu

" fingl proposal by ‘the end of this

year,” he told the audience of

: Gmﬁi.nwn biiginésmmen and' s
- ing of municipal officials

yom * other Haullion

| mmkirmhi. induding Acton
and Milion.

“If this is not poislble, they
to wiait until

slated.

“What b Imp H:ti:l in d:!-.e
participation undérilanding
of whepe we are going—on the
m*l of the people,” Mr.

Keough emphasiie

't Departing only sl 'I}y from

the prepared script, the minkiter
sddéd little to the plans alresdy
well known to municipalitiss
throughout the county.

He uald hizs govemmeént B

Discuss Arctic

The geography department of
ﬁé}n d.l!:lri.ct hlgih echool s

ng three meetings, open to
the ganeral public, to discuts the
Arctic vegions of Canada.

Departinent head Paul
Martindale has invited Mr.
Anderion to talk on the Dew
Lins and the Arctic at the finst
maeting on Wednesday, May 21.
M:. Anderion spent some timd
in the Arctic and has an
interesting eory to tell.

The second seminar on May
28 will feature vice principsl Joeo
Bray. He will talk and dhow
pictures of the Mackenzie Delta
where he spent mummers on
research work.

Third and final event has not
been fully worked out but Mr.
Martindale expects it will be on
Ciberis and the contrast it

stints to the Canadian Arctic.
t will b2 on June 4,

Dredge again
Dredging operations in Fairy
Lake begain again last week, The

dredgars stopped for the winter
in January.

-

prepared fo wmecept  the
responsibility of mm:inf that

the comprehensive regional plans
fit into u vational plan for the

. oederly  dewelopmient of the

entire province. The regonal
government program i Véry
much ordented towards local

ikipation and consultstion,
r. McKeough naid, but he made
,ijt m%ur that E t;nwmhi;& of
J pe : wemed to
be . 'ﬁ:ﬂ . refesence 1o

 Nasiagawoya, Wis going do tell
the much Lsger parts of the

FPeel-Hilton region "how they
should be governed.

The - ministér said plans for '

reggonsl government were based
on repréientalion by population.
Hadington . wanted to léaw
Halton "County * three months
ago, he clasimed, because there
waid no.adequate ‘rep by pop’ at.

the county level. Mr, McKeough. -

wald the counly system was in
drastic need of overhiawl aince

the prmfinc;lmi changed In the

last 120 years when the system

was 1ef Uup. |

We must have changés across
the province,” he staled *“to
bring town sand country together
again."" -

“We have sbandoned the old
idea of the country and the fity
at two enlirely teparate units,”’
the minitter continued. “The
needs and wants of the modem
famdy aré best werved by having
a reglon that hay an urban centre
and that -includes both urban
and rural areas.” .

He said -the Peel-Halton regian
was u-dynamic, growing area gnd
desperalely’ needed a broader
plan of dewlopment, one that
was recognizable and usable by

reglonal povernnent program,”
. he declared. "I am relying
strongly on the ideas, efforis and
dedicated involvement  of
organizations such as councils,
Chambers of Commerce, tervice
clubs and churches... in
achieving our goal.”

The minister set out the
government’s reform objectives
which included: _

1. Reform of the provincial
tax, system. .

2. Reform of provincialald to  his - -

local- government; hinting" at
what. Prémier Robarts
_annopnced the next day about
culting + down, on  grams o
municipalities and granting them
maose power in the tax field.

v 3. Reform af.loea) tacition <o

residatiis. He said the peovipce . fhe poperty  owner v not

was not going to im it [deas
on the vesidents of this asea.
i | want

to be the kiynotes of (he

JOHN ARMSTRONG, centre, an old friend of Darcy McKeough's,
ha!ps fellow Georgetown reddant Ken McMillan rensw acquaintsnce
with the Minister st Isst Wsdnosday's Georgetown C. of C. annusl
maeting. The pair met belore when Mr. McKeouph sccompaniad
Chsathasm Msaroons on & hockey junket to Ruszis. Mr. McMillan,
prezident of the Ontario Hockey Awusociation st the time, alwo made
tha tour which helpsd lower the iron curtain at a time when

relstions betwean the Soviets

strainad.—(Staff Photo)
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WE CARRY A COMPLETE RANGE OF:

® LEDGER SHEETS @ COLUMNAR SHEETS
@ RING BINDERS @ INDEXES @ STAPLERS
® RECIPE CARDS & BOXES @ PENCIL SHARPENERS
® STAPLES @ MANY OTHER STAPLE LINES

~ FOR THE ARTIST

@ OILS ® CANVASS BOARDS
® BRUSHES @ SKETCH PADS
@ PENCILS @ CHARCOAL

® EASELS @ PASTELS ETC,

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

LEY US SHOW YOU THE
COMPLETE LINE OF

® Custom Register Forms
® Work Orders @ Invoices, Etc.
Our Prices Are Reasonable

wddled with o burden that is

. wrusdy unfair.

. commupnity
participation and~-acceptability

4, Relform - of local
government structurd in order to
reduce the tal number  of
municipalities . and  establich
Larger, nure viable units,

fe  traced the  history - of
attempis 1o establish 3 working
conmnittee " and some sort- bf
rappaott between representatives
uIPrI(JIlun and Peel. He said one
of the main concerns wlich held
up a wedding of the two
countics was Ninances but didn’t

_think there was anytlung that

couldn’t be solved. (414
congratulated the Milton_ paper
for attempting to assemhble the
figures invalved in such a mesger

but comment his department
felt some of the figures were not
as related as they might huve
been. ’

In a question and answer

riod which followed My,
{cKeough fielded tome knotty
puzzles from Acton’s mayor and
reeve and the Georgelown
mayor and other members of the
pudience.

"~ Replying - to  host  mayor
"Weldon Emmerson, he suid that

municipality would have the
right . to ~ veto , reglonal
povernmgent prdvided it stuck to
the plan " in Design for
Development, was  sometime

* musunderstoadd.  The  minister

cmphasized that hamdant that a
winority in a small community
was not poing tg “hold the
whaole shooting match up® when
the mujority of the popalation
wanttd change, despite the fact
that » wmetimes  the  small
municipality might be operating
ciliciently on ts own. '

fle wtressed  that  regional
povernment wal not tiying to
destroy the wnse of communaty
hut create a bigger community
than it uwwed, to he.  Mr,
McKeough uwd the words of
Marshall  McLuhan,  *“plobal
village™, to describe tus Teclings
on that swore to 3. C. president
Dave Kentner.

Reeve Frank Ouakes of Acton,
who  mentioned  his  political
expericnce encompavied just ux

statement - that .no -

years less than the minister’s age,
taid it had been his experience
that- any fortm of povernment
takeover Inevitably cost the
taxpayers more. He wondered
how much more vegional
governmen| was going to cott.
The minitier 1ald he was not
going to guaraniee the coil
would be less. "'l wouldn't be
:urgriud if the tots) coit goes
up,” he continued, “beciute |
don’t see faxes petling any

lower." He cited the many -

things people want governnmeol

" to do npw compared to 16 yesrs

uf,u. “We can’t have all - thete
things and not expect taxes to
poup.” .

“The reaton-they are going up
is- not  Yecause of regonil
povernment but  because the
municipsiities are doing “more
and rgore things the people want
them to do,” he chiimed.

A thiee point question from
Actun nuyor Les Duby was
answered point by point. The
minister  1aid  thgt ~ the
community of Acton would go
on regardless of whether it was
merged- with Georgetown in one
municipality where the
prepondesance  of  the vole
would be the larger centre. Hle
said the boundaries of segion
four were drawn  hastily,
however, and the Department
was by no means sure the line
was in the proper place yet.

Replying to Mr. Duby, he
asserted part of the reawon it way

e g e —— —

difficult to et local people o
run for i:olitica! office was
because the postions were
downgraded. The  minister
lhnugﬁl this was partly becauie
10 many of the decisions were

made nl Quicen’s Park. “We want .

to get some of the decitions out
of Queen's Park and into local
municipalitiés o we can attract
the quslity of people in
politics.” .
Answering the Georgetown
mayor, Mr. McKeough said the
govermment  was  trying 1o
eliminate the unconditional per
capita ‘grant because the money
neéver gol to the property owners.

who needed tax relief. - |
- He wid many of e grants

from the government were of
the canot type to encourape
municipalities to do, things but,

often the décitions cage o the .

wrong ptionty for the good O
the community. |

The Initial. mayor of the
Pesl-Halton replon, the nunister
wid would pobably. e
appointed 10 he cqudd. Lgve the
full weight af the government

behind him. But eventually the -

position would be an elected
one. Mr. McKeough szaid thiy

method had worked successfully .

in three instances to date.

He wid the chief need was for
an administration ol ficer to pet
the job done, not necesuarily 2
mayuor of the people.

Acton mayor Les Duby asked
if the region became a reality
and Acton, Georpetown and
Ewguesing were hooked up, f
there was any way this would
encumber Acton’s growth?
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The minister replied In the
negative and atseried that one of
the main reasons for the
Peel-Halton . hookup was to

event the ‘arta - between
oronto and Hamillon from
becoming *‘a faceleis blob.” “We
don't want another Los
Angele,” he xuserted.

The minister sald his office
would do nothing to xiop
reasonable annexstion in Hallon
and Peel but large parcels of land
would likely be refused. Using

Milton and Oakville as exsmples,

he wid, that =2 10 acre lot in
Oakville with a factory oo it
serviced by Hilinﬂ coyld very
‘well be annexed by Midton, A

1,000 acre tyact wasa hovis of 8
« different color, however.,

Mr. McKeough was introduced
by an old Georgetown friéend
and  formier - Mayor, John
Armurong whom he met in his
wark with the Anglican church.

Halton East M.P.P..Jim Saow
alwn  _spoke briefly 1o the
méeting, outlining wome of the
things he had done since going
to Queen's Park and ‘explsining
questions aboul  his pmpoi:-g
sportwrcomplex.

Msyor Bran Best and clerk J.
McGeachie. attended from
Milton. Reeve Gardon Gallagher
represented Burlington,
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We make you 5% % happier.

Open a Blue Chip savings
account and we’ll make your -
day a little sunnier.

We’ll sweeten your savings
with our hi ghest interest
rate ever. 52 %.

Drop by. You'll smile alk
the way from the bank.

The Bank of Nova Scotia.




