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"Darcy on the hot seat . ..

Darcy Hﬂﬁun;:gh. the
cartographer from Chatham who's

. .-been busy remaking the .map of
| ~ Ontario for regional government, is

-on the hot weat. -
As the Minister of Municipal
Affajrs he's the target for shafts

. “aimed. from parts as far apart as.

Moosoned ‘and ~ Windsor. ' Any

tion which would normally
. comg, from those who cleave to the
mame political pacty is belig drowngd
out in the sea of protest. Even those
who sre convinced ' regional

government will alleviate some of the -.
planning and fistal problems which

disiress the province, are having
trouble being heard.

' Theye are not muny ministens
who’ would trade portfo for the
one marked Department of
Municipal Affairs. Or its sister ship,
the Depariment of Education, whére
Bob Davis is at the helm.

Take Halton County & an
example., Darcy wants to remake the
old county over, stréamline the
sntique system of balkanized
municipal] boundaries into leis
coidtly, larger units and join them all
up with Peel, where a similar process
is taking place.

An impartial observer might
think this was reasonable if he didn’t
coisult anyone involved in the land
transaction or take into account
petty jealousies and rivalries between
the municipalities involved.

Rura communities were

"the

incensed, however. Nassagaweya and

- Esquesing townships foresee rcainrll‘al
the .

ient as proposed b
ment of Municipal Affaire as
being the end of focal autonomy and
identity. Neighboring -towns and
villages, they claim, wil -swalfow

“them up and obliterate traditions

and roots which go back to thetime

“of the ploneers.

Neither township has any major .

debt and - the ratepayers cerlainly
don't want to stait paying for
excetses  piled
communities. ;

The amaller towns are disturbed
for . reasons along the saine lines,
Most of them have been careful with
tax money. They look with horror at
spending of larger towns -and
cities without realizing in many cases
that it is the per capita debt which is
the true indicator.

Small towns generally figure the
larger places see regional government
as a means of finally acquiring land
and dictating policies to neighboring
communities they have coveted for
years. ;

Small town and rural
repieientatives have not been remiss
in letting Mr. McKeough know they
don't particularly care for his brand
of map making. About the only
thing most municipal representatives
from Halton are agreed upon is that
the county should stand alone as a
unit of regional government. Let Peel
look after its own problems, they

CONCUr,

Was ting talent . . .

50 you can see the dilemma Mr.
McKeough is in. He's going to be cast
as the villain no matter what course
of action he charts.

However, the government’s
decition to proceed with regional
government does not seem to have
bsen influenced_by the criticism. A
statement in the budget last week
reaffirimed the province will go ahead
with plans to reglonalize Ontario.

According to the budget report,
regional government policy will
complement and support Onterio’s
other reform programs. The strength
of the new regional unit the
government believes lies in three
directions:

1. A geoographic area large
enough for proper physical and
economic planning.

2. A population large enough to
achieve economies of scale in the
provision of public services.

3. A financial base adequate and
diversified enough to support a
reasonable level and range of
services.

The Minister set March 7 as the
date for briefs from the
municipalities involved in the
Peel-Halton plan. He promised that
any suggestions to improve his plan
would be considered in the final
lleﬁﬂ%ntinn. expected to be passed in

Most of the municipalities, after
dragging their feet, have sent briefs
to the Minister. He would have no
other way of knowing what local
opinion is, otherwise.

The municipalities which did not
submit suggestions have. only
themselves to blame if no local
opinion is in the final legislation.

It is not surprising that the
committee which will meet with Mr.
McKeough is top heavy with
members from the south of the
county. Although it galls the north
to admit it, that's where the bulk of
the population and assessment is.

The only way we northemers are
going to have our views dominant is
by outnumbering someone else.

We are disappointed that the
Department of Municipal Affairs has
not taken advantage of all the help it
can get in the north end of the
county, however. For instance, it is
rather foolish to leave Acton mayor
Les Duby out of the deliverations,
considering the unique and valuable
experience hé has had as head of
C.O.R.D.C,

He has spent considerable time,
expense and cffort in preparing the
groundwork for regional
government. His reputation as a level
headed peacemaker is well known. It
seems a waste of talent and time that
he is not able to use these talents.

WMuchk inconvenience . . .

The news is going to break any
day now that the Canadian
. Transport Commission will be
holding a public meeting to remove
_ the agents from the railway stations

uffectsd—by—the—proposed —Guelph
master agency plan. -

According to reports M.P. Rud

-ty i b maw fma
L= —

Whiting has received . from the
Commission, it will be up to the C.N.
to prove there will be no
inconvenience to the public in Acton
or district if the agent isremoved.

That,_of course, is a lot of
nonsense, The last meeting
demonstrably proved there has been
much inconvenience to the public
for many years as the rmilway
gradually cut off railway services.
The last straw in the gradual
“phasing out” was the removal of al
the agent's functions, including the
telephone, and supposedly supplying
the same service from Guelph.

“The latter part of the railway's
actions have been well advertised,
unlike the earlier cut-of¥s.

. Of course, the inconvenience to
the public has been offset by the fact
that other means of transport were
available and people are using them.

However, with the increasing
amount of traffic on already
congested roads passenger sa2rvice
could .be on the upswing if a service
was available, As it is now only one

. train stops in the moming going east
and the other stops in the evening .

going west,

InActon-

. Does the railway want people to'

use the bus? | :

The ridiculous part ‘of the entire
plan is that if is all being done in the
name of economy,

up' . by other

b
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B ";h.,.,, 20 years ago

EASYER SONNEYTY AND FRIEND YRACEY

Relaxing st Holmas' Milton farm

Sugar and Spice

by b+ttt smiley

i

Last week | wrote a column which must
have made faithful readers believe 1 was
either taken with drink, or breaking down
mentally. It was full of joy and good
spirits, looking on the bright side, and
revealing ulver linings.

It's a great reliefl to me, and it must be

~ to you, to go back to normal. Latk week

was a brief mental aberration. This week,
I'm back to my old sane, snarly,
misanthropic self: the man my wife calls
“0ld Stoneface.”

What 1 propose to do today is act as
your alter-ego, the brooding, dark self that
is hidden behind your hrlelt, sunny
exterior. I'm gaing to let you take out your
aggressions, vicariously, through mine.

I'll list what I despise and detest in our
tociety. Send in your own special beefls,
and we'll keep the column going for
months. Everybody hates something.

There is no particular order to these
ftems. My venom extends with equal
virulence to each.

First. Non-returnable bottles. 1 know.
The old ones were bad enocugh, cluttering
up shelves and batement floors until you
had a car-load. It was a half-day's work to
take them back to the store and haﬁglc
over them, because the store said they
didn't sell this brand or that.

But you could get rid of them. And for
kids, they were, in many instances, their
sole source of income. Many a Saturday 1
spent as a boy, searching ditches for miles,
nndfnming home with 32 cents for a day’s
work.

The non-returnable bottle is about as
easy to get rid of as chronic arthritis. I
demand that their manufacturers give eve
customer, free, a plastic bucket, filled with
a solution which will instantly dissolve the
cursed things when they're dropped into it.

The tame goes for cans that hold drinks,
whether beer or pop. In ten years, you
won't be able to step on a piece of nature
south of the Arctic Circle without twisting

-didn't.

yourankle onan empty-beercan.

Next. Long-distance dial telephone
calls. A few years ago, you gave your

Photos jmn- the pat

ACTON AQUATIO CLUB BOUSE

L

iunflu. More

Landshorough lent it for

A

number to good old operator, and within a
reasonable time, you got your party, or

On the do-it-yourself plan, with a string
of digits as long as your leg, anything can
happen. A friend of mine called his ton in
Montreal the other night. He didn't have
his glasses on, and wound up talking to the
secretary of the Sheep Breedens'
Association in Auckland, New Zealand.

rn? Great invention,
but it should have been strangled at birth,
What ever happencd to the good old
button? Every time I tangle with a zipper,
whether it's on my galosthes or my fly,
there is a2 moment of theer, cold
apprehention. Often it's justified—and
there 1 am with my galoshes flopping
around like a pair of drunken crows.

How about zip

Politiclans. Not all of them. Only those
who promise to hold the line on expenses,
while providing better services. And then
do the opposite.

Taxes. The rich are hit hard, but have
enough left to avoid starvation. The poor
pay none, or very little. It's the
middle-income bird who gets it where it
hurts. One of these days, I'm off to
Bermuda, where “taxes” is a dirty word.

Social slavery. We know that as
individuals, we have free will. But we are
strangled with o many regulations and
traditions and pressures that our free will
becomes a broken-winged bird in a cage
tastefully decorated with red tape and
ridiculoasity.

Love. If there's anything that turns my

~ stomach, it is people who preach love,

including hippies, and spend most of their

. time telling you about all the people and

things they hate.

Hate. How can people hate other

people? Yet they do. 1 hate but 1 can't

remember ever hating a person in my life.
Lots of people: are despicable,
contemptible, malicious or just plain
boring. But you don’t hate them. You pity
them. | hate hate, and there's lots of it

_ been replaced

—students in the etsay com

Taken from the tssue of the Free Press
r Thursday, March 17, 1349,

Just after scholsrs had resumed their
claiios ut the public whool yesterday
moring 3 Lirgs section of the ceiling
pliites In the main hall fell inlo the
stalrway. Fostunalely no one was injired.
The ulixyl bullding I8 36 yesss old and this
hall is the only celling portion that had pot’
meial cetling. . ey

Acton Junlor Medmen sidsted oy from
Acton  for' Penelon Falli in <the went
wrowilorm of -the wintde [mt Thupsdsy.
Tharks (o Stan Fay Sr,, Lés McSwiln, Ken

. Blow knd Dr. Siyrs they nisde out sl l}'ﬂ:. |
t

Acton odsted Fenelon Falls bas then
the firit to Seuth River op Tueday.

Milton hixs opesed its ndw artiffea) ice
surfuce. o : .

Following wmre -the pewlls of the
mid-wiiler plino exeminations for pupils
of Mrs. Gowdy: Joan Coles grsde 8 bonoes;
Louslne Mullin grade S honors; Eliine
Hufnagel grade 4 honois; Denlie Coles,
grade 4, lst cluss honors. :

The Hotury club has 30 lswn chairs
midde and resdy for painting. Members st
thelr meeting Tuziday enjoyed grapefruit
ent from the wulh by preddent Amod
Maton, :

Boin--To Mr. and Mrs. Charles Heard, »
daughter, Eleanor Emily; to Mr. and Mrs.
Ivan Harris a son Ivan Merl; to Mr. sind Mrs.
Lawrence Gibbens a third son; to Mr. and
ﬂ:l. Jack McMullen 8 baby diter for three

V.

Well-known Ospringe retident Willima
John Jsckson paued away following a
severe stroke, :

The Ontario cabinet have raissd their
salarles by $2.000, No wonder taxes must
remain at such a high level,

50 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Prews
. March 13, 1919.

The medals won by cur high school
tition on the
Victory Loan were recelved last week and
were presented to Duff Wilton, Stells
McLam, ltabel Elliott, and Willle Stewart.

202 citlzens went down by the tpecials
on the electric rallroad to witness the
hockey club excurton. Beardmore's Acton
defeated Beardmore's Toronto 82 in
Ravina Rink. The return trip started for
home about 12 o'clock. There was ple and
cake and peanuts and no room for a
grouch.

The fact most hockeyists seem to be
moaning now is that the sesion is 1o neasl
over and no more ice available here. Wit
the aggregation Acton now has mustered
together they are in thape to give a number
of their former opponents & good sound

Salt aﬁd by

hartley

Pepper

THE OLD HEAD is burzing with
vignettes this week from flying sasucers to
puffs {pronounced poohi).

This pufl business started back In
Ottswa at the O.W.N.A, comvention whare
my better hall dacided the clabness’
phoney handkerchiaf lodgsd in 8 sult cost
bresst pocket was not witsble for an
omamant like ma. So she ussd this s an
excuss to spand two or thies hours
browiing through Ottsws stores.

She emergad from one half-price sale
with this poof, pardon me, puH. Doasn't
:ﬂntnr what you waar, the puH will msteh
t.

Me, | have trouble folding »
handkerchisf proparly. So sary famals at
home bate considers it har duty to sse this
many colored Jossph's coat of » puif
matchas tha endamble I'm wearing.

When you've got two to chooss from
this can be quite a chore. So for the past

thed st Limehouie

DRUBBING. With Gardiner, Dumo and
Gordon Beasdmore on the forward line and
Malone and Torrance Beardmore o0

defence and Kennedy in | it makes
excellent combination. ko w

A covertd 1ink would be
omageed -
¥ hew Ofgan his been installed in
the Church of Chrift Diaciplei st Everton,
Mo N.PoMclsm, who was obliged 1o
doss his blicksmith thop because of ill
health, wijf be able to open’ in April.
Thé: roof of the u_lgul-hthudh: chusch
c under
i et e
arold ‘Wiles will ré-open hiv koo créam. .
parlour this week. A deputstion of ladies
walled. the mémbers of -the Lswn
Bowling ¢lub to §icértiin thelr views on

¥

1adies bowling, &

' 715':' years ago

Taken from the iswue of tha Free Press
" Thurdsy, March 1S, 1894,

- The new flre company was called out -

the flril tiime oh an slarm of “fire!” on

Tuesdsy evening sbout halfl past nine; a

blaring chimnésy on the house occupied by

Mr. A. E. Wright being the cause. The fire

was 100a extinguithed without the aid of

the company though the Isdders were
ready for use if required.

Undér command of Chief Carmeron the
boys did their work exceedingly well and
with » little more practice will handle their
new apparstus like veterans. The improved
toll attsched to the town bell is 8 complete
success, and the difficulties experienced
heratolore are now entlrely cvarcome.

There were B4 births, 16 marrisgas and
52 deaths in Exqueding in 1893,

A firm from London have erected »
very fine metal dgn for Mesuss. W, H.
Storey and Son on top of the east wall of
the Canada Glove Woeks. It can be resd
with ease by pauengers enroute on the
G.TR.

Itch on humans and horses and all
animals cured in 30 minutes by Woolford's
Sanitary Lotion. Sold by J. V. Kennsivin,
druggist.

A few days ago a deputation called on
Sir Oliver Mowatt to ask him to give
women the vote. He 12id he was perwonally
in favor of it but could hardly hope to live
to sze these hopes realized as many even in
his own party were oppoted.
£ lic;lly s store, Acton—-men’s wool pants

Everything is in readinews for the
opening of Palliment tomorow at
Ottawa. There are only four new members.
This being Lord Aberdeen’s fisst year it is
expected the proceedings will be more than
usually gay. ~

coles

Wall you're going to have halp. A B.C.
publither, John Magor s lsunching ““The
Canadisn UFO Report,” which will daal
with unidentifisd flying objects and the
UFO movement in Canada. The Report
will coma out swary two montha

Magor say: “There is s0 much svidancs
pointing to the existence of UFO'S that
the hardeit task must lle to those who
would discredit tham.” Magor admits to,
being bluad. “In starting out on this
ventura,” he says, “we admit to only one
blsa, namaly thst we are bal 4y

For thoss who havae baan saeing things,

~ the address ii: Canadlan UFO Report, Box

768, Duncan, B.
Ssturdsy nighta,

C. We don't count

BADLY NEEDED IS » glossary for
yound butinsaman who muit talk 1o the
mid-market in its own térma As 8 Hop-Gap,
hard is 8 beled mid-talk list:

thres waaks they've basn-taaring the-thing

around.

0.K., chaps. It's your turn. Let’s hear
from you. This'is hate week,

AQUATIC CLUB on Fairy Lake is shown In this

out ol my pocket, refolding it and stutfing
it back in the pockst sgain.

It's a good job old Naser is busy over
there in Egypt or | might end up like
Josaph did when ha was sold into slavery
bacause of all the colors in his cost.

But to far | haven't met anyone who ia

jealous of the thing. Most of my pals just
figure I'm a sloppy sater.

P @ .

BEEN BACHIN' IT for slmost » waek
now. Wife's baen over to

Stoppad
siderly Lady looked back at me,

What # chanps, | thought, from one
operstion. Rushad to the nune, | ‘

“Oh, we moved your wife to another
room this sftermoon," she mid., .
Medical miracles, baloney!

- ) s

DON'Y BELIEVE in fiying ssucers yet?

L

FHH—M that sccumulstas on
blue-sarge sults,

Hipple—s Lirgs woman waaring slhcks.

In—8 poker tivmh. {‘Daal mae in"’) Alio
found on swinging doore

Pot— a kitchan implement. (A chicken
in every pot.'') Ao denoting @
disadvantaged condition. (“He haan't got 8
pot to put 8 chicken in.")

Swingsr-s Yomimy Dorsey fan,

Todr-agir—an apprentics adult.

With H—-an u.;‘ﬂﬂliﬂtid intremant, (¥1
mﬂ?ﬁh cir and the shat covirs came

L] - L




