B2 mmmmwm,wuiim

Free Priess

“Prior to the introduction of
regional govermment in any area,

studies should be undertaken to

 provide the elector with information

on the.cuivent costs of providing . -
public services. These studiex should-

also indicate the savings that might.
be . effected | by th€ transfer of
responsibility to a
‘government, and the sdditionaY cosls
that ‘might - result from any
improvenienis ,or oapansios of

.ervices wﬂbﬁ“lpﬁcim arcas of the - '

region,”

That -i:r'nné, of the I{ey-

recommendations from a8 recent
report of the Ontirlo Economic
Council on Govemment Reform in
Ontario.

Very simply stated, it suggests we
should be advised of whether
regionsl government will cost more
or legs than our present form of
goverdment.

It is thete economic implications
of regional government that concern
us in this last of three editorials
dealing with the Minister of
Municipal Affairs" proposals for
regional government in Peel and
Halton counties. -

The marviage of Pee! and Halto
counties would necessitate a wedding
of the (financial resources and
liabilities. Since everyone looks ot
regional govemment through a
selfish pair of spectacles, people in
the two countles want to know if
they will "win® or "lose" in the
process. A quick and simple
comparison of the (financial
implications of Peel and Halton's
marriage is not possible because this
area of economics seems devoid of
common denominators.

To amve at some guide for
comparison, however, we gathered
figures from the county treasurers of
each county and other statistical
references. There may be more
telling comparatives but for
simplicity these seemed adequate.

Assessment is a difficult base to
use for comparisons and can be quite
misleading. The two counties are ot
on the same value base. Peel County,
where the Amsessment Commissioner
syslem has been adopted, is partly
on the market-value assessment while
some areas will be from a third to a
half of market valuc.

There oare two telling
comparisons that indicate to us some
significant financial disadvantages in
the marriage for Halton. The per
capita expenditure in Peel is some
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Tolal expenditures in 1968

Debentures outstanding (excluding schoaols)....

Assassment (as equalized in 1968)

Population (reported in 1967) v oeienicnninrernsimnsses

Per capita assecument
Per capita expenditures
Per capita de

regional’

e 3 10,266,140.00
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The economic implications . ..

+3$32 higher than in Halton and the
per capits debenture debt is over
$200 higher. ' : ;

Halton some time ago a8opted a.
partial pay-as-you-go program which
saw it financing many of itz large

£

‘ projects from current revenue rutheg

than addipg ‘debenture debt that
wolld dodble “the net.coif of the
.project, even though spreading it - -
over anumber of years. ©

.+ Inthe Plunkett Report, which-
quoles 1964 figures, the County of -
Halton paid 22.8 per cent of its total
budget on dcbt ‘charges but it also
pald 20 per cent of its budget toward
capital expenditures that might have
been- debentured. Peel county paid
31.7 per cent for debt charges and
nothing from current for capital
projects.

If the two countics are to be
forced to pool their resources and
liabilities there must be ome
protection for Halton ratepayers
whose legislators have been trying to
keep indebtedness down by meeting
the needs of expansion from current
revenue."We can find no reference in
the Minister's statement that offers
such protection.

Just as there are financial
implications between the two
counties, there are similar problems
between the municipalities . within
the counties. A marriage for
instance, between Georgetown and
Acton will have inequitics. Acton has
maintained an enviable
residential-industrial assessment
relationship. On the otRer hand,
Georgetown has scen residential
construction spiral and will be forced
to meet the climing costs of urban
peeds. How this kind of problem will
be resolved requires keener economic
minds than ours.

The other significant economic
aspect of regional government is the
diniension of burcaliéracy ‘that will”
be required to operate it. How large
a’civil service, how many high priced
administrators and what
organizational structure will be
necessary? The minister's statement
offers no insight on this phase of the
marriage and the possibility of a
hydra-hcaded monster being created
should not be overlooked.

We would like to see the elector
provided, as the Ontario Economic
Council sugpgests, with
understandable indications of how
much the packoge will cost, and how
it compares with what we now have.

Peel County Halton County

5 2,357.305.00
$ 5,392071.00
$365,169,374.00
160,256
2,279.00
147.00
336,46

$371.591,259.00
188,566

1.970.00 $

179.00 g
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Another view . . .

Like a voice in the wilderness, we
mention frequently in our editornials
about government spending, deficit
budgeting and the seeming inability
of our senior governments b use
even the simplest rules of business in
conducting our public affairs.

Last week Premier Robarts
sounded off in a speech that Ontario
must be given a larger share of tax
money collected by Ottawa, or he
will be forced to levy more taxes
himself. He didn't explain where

- Ottawa was going to get the money.

Wouldn't it be better for Mr.
Robarts to take a look at what some
of his ambitious young cahinet
ministers are doing with our tax
money—education minister Bill
Davis, for one, who must take the
blame for today's astronomical
education costs. ‘

. While Mr. Robarts expressas
concem about deficits out of one
comer of his mouth, out of the other
he talks about bilingual high schools.
He allowed a ridiculous system of

~ tax rebates to property owners and
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tenants which cost extra thousands

ahead, and a long, hard look back to
the days before we had a § per cent
sales tax on top of an 11 per cent
sales tax. It might be refreshing, for a
change, to be ablé to announce a tax
reduction.—-The Georgetown Herald.
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20 years ago

Taken from the tssue of the Free Prea,
Thunday, March J, 1949,

Bom, Hurt, st Guelph General Hospital
on Tuesdsy, Musch 1, to Mr. and Mre. N,
Geeral H
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Borm, Allani, 5t Guelph

" on Friday, Februsry 18, (o Mr, and Mis.,

Long shadows in the swamp

Sugar and Spice

by birll smiley

My mind is w wrambled night now that
lt be lucky of I can write three
yndcnland.:hl: seniences,

I've been trying to expliin to my
daughter, in an hour or o, such things as
Marxism and Communism, wh the

want action, and are inclined to see things
in blacks and whites (or today, blacks and
reds).

But the fact remains that the
universitics, over the years, have become
the only truly free centres (albeit timit) of

Russian and Chinese types are different, % und criticism of society and its ills, in

where Fidel Castro fits in, why, where and
when the nation of Isracl was created, and
why the Jews, notably non-belligerent for
about 15 centuries, have a chip the size of
a brick on their shoulders these days.

From there we wandered 1o Mahatma
Ghandi, the Congo, nationalism in Africa,
separatism in Canada, the Black Power
mMovement in  the States,
anti-scemitism among Negroes, and  her
biology test on the dissection of rats,
which takes place tomorrow morning.

Golly, it would be nice to have once

again a little girl, who asked such simple

uestions as, “'Dad, does God have to go to
the bathroom?™

It all began with a discussion of the
student militants at universities. She is
appalled at the violence of the hard core of
“pacifists” who, lurking in the forefront of
all the young idealists and the middle-aged
*“liberals™, deliberately resort to violence in
their efforts to catch headlines, be martyrs,
and destroy an idea which has taken almost
1.000 years to build--The University. |

Thankfully, we agreed that violence
begets violence, and that neither of us
wants any part of the whole stupid
business.
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Admattedly, the universities are sitting

ducks. Over the years, they have grown as
sleepy and fat and insolent
tom=cat who has been "fixed™.

They have almost taken pride in ther
administrative inetficiency, their mortbund
traditions, thewr cosness with  The
Establishment. Write a  letter _to
university. Three wecks later you will
receive a reply, either a torm letter or
something completely alien to what you
asked.

And admittedly, students, universally,

- have always been among the vanguard of

rebels  against the system, political or
sactal, That's because they are idealistic,

to sot up departments to deal with

complaints. He set up pay scales Yor

elected officials of municipalities and

school boards which are completely

absurd, - " ' '
Isn't it time our provincial

government took a long, hard look
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BALL TEAM that played for Guelph had Acton
old picture. Does anyong recognize » relative?

members, but they'ra not identified in this
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growing

as an old"

addition to  their normal function of
teaching people to think and/or learn a
professional skall,

And another fact remains. The
universitics, on the whole, under pressure
from within and without, have made a
tremendous effort 1o rouse themselves
from their stately torpor and scramble into

 Arbie
AG. A, Dills snd the car-keye of - Albeit
> - thrown

- yewkrd has been

" at the Rox

Grint Allsn, 8 wa:
- Lxst Thuyedsy
found Hems wolen from the home of
Loutitl taken the wume tven
undeér o tredde of the Myl S1 bridge. A
poited - for  say -

informstion lesding to the. arvest of the

* cfimiha] or cHmilnads. |

The Lénten téason beégin Yiterday and
Easter {s but uy weeks distant. Even the
firdt day of spring ts but 17 dayd ahesd.

British Week 1s being obierved this week
ﬁu‘?lre. wlhtr;: :II Hlilh’]}

fures are bei wwi. Hoth chspters o
ﬁﬁ 1LODE. :p:iq on thelr work ::‘L’m tlie
einpire. Bi g

1. Alban’s Cholr presented o three act
mutical comendy *“The Minister’s Aunt™ to
a3 cpacity sudience in the town hall last
Friday. Mr. Charles Cutts was master of
ceremonies. Players included Les Duby,
Alice Duby, Bill Denny, Caroline Oakes,
Vic Bristow, Mrs. Frank Qukes, Ed Footitt,
Marjorie Fountain, Lila Ranney. Dislogue
was in charge of Esther Taylor.

J0 years ago

Taken from the {uue of the Free Press,
Thurtday, March 6, 1919,

The high school honor roll: Daff
Wilwon, Jessie Mowat, Elde Stewart, Annia
Syder, Luena Campbell, Clara Lantz, Beule

ocodhall, Neil Gibbens, Violet Smith,
Stella McLam, John Waldle, Lloyd Kenney,
George Andernon, Ray Agnew, Willie Hpus,
Hasold Kenney, Willir Stewart, James
Tolman, Max Bell, Isabel Elliott, Edna
Johnston, Hazel McDonald, LEthel
Starkman, Frances Hunl, Martha O,
Willie Robertson, [da DNeswick, Sabra
Nelwon, Violet Davis, Margaret McNabb,
Alice James, Mary Gibbens, George Taylor,
Helen Anderton, Jestie Mann, luabel
McNiven, Mary Clarmridge, Jack Robertson,
Pearl Wallace, Harold Wansbrough, Elde
Lappin, Jesusie Ruisell, J. C. Linday,
Charlie Mann, Charlie Anderson, Charlie
Symon, Willle Kaley, Isobell Watkins, May
Wildgust,

George Cook arrived home and
Frederick St. neighbors had the street
decorated with Nags, bunting and mottoes.

County council passed the anti-Daylight

the twentieth century. Even though it Y. - . Saving resojution B3+ « o0 v

two-thirds over,

fom

In the process, they have leaned over
backwards to free themselves of the rigid,
uritan traditions of even 20 years ago.
en | was there, living in men’s residence,
we were allowed to bring girls into the
place once a year, on a Sunday afternoon,
for a heavily chaperoned cocoa and cookie
party in the common room. Now, wow!

I'm not advocating a return to those
days, when university men and women
were treated like bright juveniles who were
basically sex-fiends and alcoholics.

But |
once-greal

am dismayed to see these

instifutions cowering and
cringing under the attacks of
malcontented, Marxist wolf<ubs who
represent a fraction of student opinion,

As Mordecai Richler pointed out
recently, the real yuk of the whole affair is
that while the student activists endorse
anything, up to the burning of buildings,
they are scared stiff lest they get a police

record, which would be a serious detriment .

when they try to get a job in the system
they are trying to destroy.

A The solution? Kick out the hard-nosed -
boys and girls, for whom democracy is &

sham anyway. Sogk it to them with the law
when they disturb the peace or commit
vandalism. And get back to the business of
cducating, or teaching to think, the vast
majority who want those things.

So now I'm a fascist, and a tool of the
imperialistic press. | knew it ot heart.
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Salt and

For those of you who were kind enough
to enquire about the whereabouts of this
column last week, I'd like to mention that
it was still in the old cranlum and rather
reluctant to spin itcelfl out on paper. We
“were rushing around here trying to catch
up with the work and get some of the
following week's done alw so we could
make o trip to Ottawa last Thursday for

the Ontario Weekly Newspapers
Convention.

Made it. But the first casualty of the
effort was last week's pillar of wisdom.
Second effect was a lassitude which han't
been replaced by the usual sporadic bursts
of encigy yel.

One of the highlights of the Ottawa trip
was a visit to the House of Commons for
the question and answer period. This is the

. Bily . Greer and Theredis ™

T
Jaa. Mt fi. . Finicle, M. A.
. Stepheion, l.im D. Hendeérion, Hu.“!i'

75 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press,
Thunday, March 1, 1894,

Acton Tunnlig Co.'s works were clossd
down s couple of ‘dsys while
machinéry was put k. 7 | nnr

Delégatés were bllleted in the bomed of
Millon's best citizéns. Attendbg from
F:Iud were Hev.'Hae, Hev, Edge, My, and

th, M.

Biown, ‘M. W. Willldmy, Mises Maded
Matthews, Lottie Speight,
Hematicot, Mesun.-H. 8. Hendérion, R, J.
Gurney and Rev. Cook. _ -

From “Balllimlad-F.- 5. Nesr, John

McLean, Cowgn Shorntill, Miss Shoetlll,

"~ From Esquetitig -Wm. Hamghire, J. 1.
u::”%;ﬁt m. Hampahire, J .“

James McDomld, - 3 Nawsgawiys

firmer, died of his injuries after belng .

wtruck by a train al the Crewson Courers
crosidng. Surgical kill

wWas i
. obtalned but to no avall. Tha n&! b&l::

atl his bedyde end
in his distress. An
inquest was held with thoie on the Jusy
Ino, Cllﬂpl, as. Stepheton, Wm.
Anderwon, Nicholss Forbes, W. M. Cripp,
Robt. Allan, Wm. Bennett, John Crewson,
James Claik, Alex. McIntoh, W, Moore,
Howard Moore, James Moore Sr. and
James Moore, Ir.

took turns watchin
endesvoured to a

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champlon, Milton, Feb. 25, 1869,

On the moining of Wednesday, the 10ih
inst., at half past five o'clock, the large
frame house owned and occupied by Mr,
James R. Switzer of Norval was destroyed

fire. It is supposted that the fise
originated in some athes which were kept
in a barrel in the shed. The alarm was given
at once, but by the time assistance arrived
the Mames had made their progress so
much that it was found impouible to
subdue them. The furniture was partially
taved, but as is usually the case, was badly
injured while beig removed. We regret to
add that the greater part of Mr. Swilzer's
bedding and wearing appare! was destroyed
by the flames. There was no inturance on
either houte or fumiture. We are sure Mr.
Switzer has the sympathy of the entire
community, as his loss is a heavy one, the
house being one of the finest in the
township of Esquesing. We understand that
the Inhabitants of Norval and vicinity have
kindly offered to rebuild the house, but
Mr. Switzer daclines to accept this
penerous offer. \

hartley
coles

Haltuty the Queen and Prince Charles,
following his investiture as Prince of Wales,
would be visiting Canada this fall. And did

the prime minister invite them?

Mr. Trudeau executed a little thrug and
admitted he had not discussed the idea
with Her Majesty. Then, uaid Mr.
Diefenbaker, would the prime minister give
contideration to Inviting the Queen of
Canada and the prospective King of Cansda
at the earliest possible date following the
investiture? -

You can tee where Mr. Diefenbaker’s
question was loaded. He had phrased it
neatly to embarrass the government. If Mr,
Trudeau answered too readily and with
ditdain he could easily antagonize the
royalist cause in his own party. If he agreed
too readily with the suggestion, the French

Loltie .

-section - where __the _oppatition —_usually . MP s _might think_he_was kowtowing to__

throws the balls, the government side of
the house fields, sometimes lashing back
with a clothes line double ora foul tip.

On this particular Friday morning
there was a galaky ol stars in the
Commons. None other than the Prime
Minister, the Rt. Hon. Pierre Elliott
Trudeau, was the star of the government
side, awisted by cabinet ministers Edgar
Benton and Mitchell Sharp.

Batting for the opposition were the
leader of the uﬁpmilinn. Robert Stanfield,
John Diefenbaker, George Hees, Tommy
Douglas and Stanley Knowlas, -

It started out casually enough. The
prime minister, a ‘picturs of tartorial
nonchalance, tan trousers and co-ordinated
sports coat, stood up to announce that he
would visit U. S, prezident Richard Nixon
March 24 and 25. :

This announcement crealed a stampede
for the exits from the prewu gallery, like 2
scene from the flickers where the comely
El;l on jrial for her life has just been freed

an unsympathetic jury. Likely the press
corps was merely rumning for the
telephones to get the news into the
afternoon editions. But it Injected a little
touch of drama into the proceedings.

After 'questions on the wvisit were
exhausted, the Hon. John Disfenbaker
stood on his feet. The Houw hushed as the
strong lm"";';g;, of Hri: mal;nlﬂ:kﬂ'l
prob ques Was zbio y an
lluniﬁﬁu audience, g .
rigid and y

Mr. Diefenbaker, us .
dressed  as the prime wminiiter been
casual and nnnc.&hnt. maked If there was

any foundation to the suggestion that Her

F

English royalty,

It looked like the S
might rescue Mr. Trudeau when he
recognized ““the hon. member from
Broadview™ as the next speaker. But Mr.
Diefenbaker persisted.

aker of the Houss

“Mr, §

today in Ca
tomewhat urd?nicnlly.

Spectators in the galleries awaited My,
Trudeau’s retort expectantly. The House

was tilent.

Mr. Trudeau stood. One hand on his
deik, the other gesturing dightly, he
answered in w measured tona, tlightly acid.

“The question is would |
contideration and the answer is | would, |
had the pleasure of meeting the Prince in

London. | must wtay that he struck me g3 -

being a_very likeable, remarkable young
man and very mature and pleasant . . .for
his age.” -

The answer brought down the Hnuse,
The MP.'s thumped their desks. The
PJMHH chezred. Nelther sides of the royal
encéd could Interpret the mnswer s
offending them. & : =

My, Diefenbaker ﬁt, El t oa his
face. He mog?lud the HEIE m‘:&u too,

| ;
at work, it tums out, can be

Democracy
8 heck of & lot of fun with sharp wit from

both sides of the House..
¥ . = LY
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peaker,” he thundered, “the
Prime Minister was ready to answer. He is
always willing to answer. | wonder why
some other member was called. It was a
perfectly prggbg_uﬂtiun to ask, even

nads.” The Ilast was wid
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