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Opinion forum

- Lively Chamber of Commerce annual
- discusses regmnal govemment plans

Mr, Nielsen * sdmiited
watn't. against: re Imu!
fmemml per w (by tiell) but
elt there were wisny quiastions
the Miniliter of Municipal Affairy

Darcy McKeough and his staff .
had left mumwﬂﬁ! He 1aid he
could not endorne any program
until he knew the facts and it

Thnr subject of trf:a
-uﬁmmtﬂt in, Peel-Hilton

turred gl’ pswally serene
Commerce annyal

the liveliest sesclons to date and
lined &n sudience studded with
muniocipal and provinciat
olficials up on eithar ud: ﬂf the
was up to Mr.
explain the n.zceuili for change.
Otherwite, he charged, 1the
electorate could become more
provocative in an opening apathetic or even woree -
sddiess, charging the ratepayers  revolt!
were forgotten in plans for If a
regionsl development and it was
merely a dualogue between
politicians.

Hia provocative statements
had the devired effect. A
dislogue entued among Halton
West M. P.P. George Kerr, isimmune.

Nassagaweya reeve Hill Hoey, "I do not believe that highl
Deépartment of Municipal Affairs rofestional managers mﬁ‘
senior research officer J. Richard ﬂﬂtl:l’jl.‘rh than local people
Picherack, Mayor Les Duby, whu spent their time and effort
Councillor Peter Marks, in making a particular town
Georgetown mayor “Steamer”  better,” he declared.
Emmerton, former Heeve Rent A wider tax base with regional
Hinton, former mayor Ben government? Perhaps the past C.
Rachlin, deputy-reeve Ted Tyler of C. head surmited 1t was
and others that kept going long  simply a way for the province to
after new C. of C. president avoid grants and shared
John Shadbolt dtc!nr:d the programs, particolarly with
meeting closed. schools.

eliring Chmthn preuident
Paul Njelten, a downtown.
merchant, was deliberately

foreign power. the
communist party or student
activists did what the
Department of Municipal Affairs
is doing, the utustion would
demand defenwe by force, Mr.
Nielwen felt, but the Department

Ik : ".;"T\r'r_ﬁ ";“:I-ET“ J'lfl-f:r.ur:;-ﬁ_'-. .

PAST PRESIDENT Paul Nielten tells Halton Wast M.P.P. Gsorge
Kerr the Ontario governmant noods a more democratic expression of
oplnion in reglonal government plans.—({Staf! Photo)

“tpeakers l

McKeough to

But the regiony! guwmmtut
plin slw had wome eloquent
defenders including former reeve.

I,nduﬂr:.f on one :h.'.e
nf1a) devalopment on
- ather * with . regional

lum: heav
add reg
l'.h'!'

Bért Hinton who was just as ,_pnemmmt

ﬂ-ulq;mki:n in declanng the C. of
C. had loasded the meeting with
init the regional
e lauded fredhiman
Peter Marks for”
. his mhtd open on the

peoposal. |
councillor
kec
wbjec

le l,tt.'l Ihmc in attendance
to stifle the idea Acton was
oriented towsrds Guelph juut
because people shop there and
use the howpitals. Acton it in the
Credit waterthed, not the Grand,
he maintained. Concern that
regional government would wipe
Acton from the map was not a
true concept. “Acton 1s going to
itay Acton, because we, the
people, are Acton.”

Mr. Hinton ld Georgetown's
growth was their problem and it
would be a good i1dea to let the
provincial government - the
best in Canada - implement its
{deas.

“Esquesing and the noisy part
of Nasugaweys are going to
start paying their way,
tomething they've never done,”
the former reeve declared.
“We'te progressing towards an
economic unit that can do
things."

At this point Mr. Hinton asked
new Chamber head John
Shadbaolt if he wanted him to
quit. Mr. Shadbolt grinned and

litely uttered a "Ygrs. please,”

ringing Halton West MPP,
George . Kerr to tilt his lance at
the regional windmill.

Drawing his pipe, with a
glance at Mr, Hinton, the Halton
member smiled and waid, “Hent
thould wark for the Department
in public relations.” Then he
conceded it would be difficult to
convince anyone in Nasugaweya
there was any advantage to
municipal government.

He 1aid a change in financing
was necessary but confesced he
thought Namagaweya shouldn't
have a tax rate comparable to
Burlington's. He also couldn't
iee Elurlinglun gumg with
Hamilton or a split-up
Nassagaweya. However Mr. Kerr
outlined advantages in planning
and garbage disposal regional
government would help. For
instance, he said, a certain streel
with one side in Oakville and the
other in Butlington would not

Mo Kerr said he would st
back and watch the yesults gsd if
that didn’t work he'd “have to
ework on the minister himself.”

Back to the fray came Paul
Nielsen, charging an
amalgamation between Peel and
Halton was unequal to start with
unce Peel’s per capita debt way
$200 more than Haltor's.
Comparing Acton to
Georgetown and  Acton's
“*excellent ratio of
industreal-ressdential
sswessmeent,” he foresaw only
difficulties for Acton ratepayers.

Mayur Les Duby was next on
the program ;mlr he wquared
accounts  wiath  former  reeve
Hinton by stating Acton was in
favor of some form of regional
government., **We're just
questioning the terms of
reference,” he declared. “The
Queen's Puark proposal wasn't
our concept of Peel Halton
regional government,” the
mayor  said, eferring to  the
years of study and thought he
had  given  the matter as a
member: and  chairman  of

C.OR.DC.

Councillor Peter Marks,
admitting he had some
reservations but  nevertheless
endorsed the McKeough
proposal as the decision of
experts in the field, "“Taxes are
the main issue,” he stated
suppuorting the idea of fruitful
discussion. “Queen’s Park could
burn down,” he said, “and we
couldn’t sneeze.” He listed the
services the province helps pay
for with grants including the
library, sidewalks and roads and
charged the Iuwnl
“inefficlencies were auhndutd
by the province.

Regional F{wcmmcnt said Mr.
Marks, would put the ratepayers
mare in control of theit destiny
and eliminate inequalities.

Reeve Rill Hoey of
Nuassagaweyas township, a
latecomer, injecled a note of
resolution in the meeting when
he stated the township was
firmly resolved regional
government should happen and
he personally would do all he
could to tmplcmtnt it. “Butitis
20 years late,” he protested,

“and Nassagaweya is unhappy

. Nastagaweya

. want,

with the inetpoiinible manner in
which it was presented.”

“A man on the Department
stafl only two years drew the
separation line which dwvides
Natssgaweya,” he charged.—He
aw no benefit resulting to any
community which added 1he
farmland in northern
since it was
iﬂdu:tr}f which paid the bilis.
" “"Houral Ontario iz
rﬂpltu:nltd at all on® the
counc, " Le Yaid, and thiey must

t it regurdlecs of 1ep by r
{2z envidoned a suituation w e1¥
lﬂﬂ'Uhﬂ immigrants cuu!J’
elfectively dpenfranchive rural ",
reddents by thoving'into Halton.
He scored Two tier guovernnsent
and lauded, Acton muayor Les
Duby for "hiy groundwork n
réional government,

“Mayor Duby ‘here has done
more work than anyone in the
Elmwn-:t on this,” he declared.

egional government should be
what the people in the area
he continued, not what
people imported from anywherse
elie want especially when they
don’t even know where 25
Sideroad is.

). Riuchard Picherack, the
Department of  Municipal
Affair's senior rewearch offices,
took umbrage at Mr. Hoey's
remark stating he had drawn the
hine which separated northemn
Nassagaweya from the south, =1
suggest there was quite a lot of
thought before the lhine was
drawn,” he said. The boundary
was drawn so it would: follow
the watershed which Mows into
the Grand River but admitted
there was no way to  cut
Hntug:jwcy.l up until another
Itﬁmn wiis established.

Picherack endorsed
Councillor Marks’ conception of

nuol ;

A Richard Pickerack,

RASSAGAWEYA HEEVE Bill Hosy, right, talls
Department of Municipal Affairs rewsiwch oflicll
MP.P. George Kerr and
his conception ol

butinégiiman Ben Rachlin

'uncq{ut capital debt worked out

m defined areas so it wouldn't
fall un ratepayern who didn't
benelit. “He
Hoey's remarks that  the
MTARTS study was  not
considered in  the regional
ﬁnvrlnmrnt proposal. Mr,
icherack alwo cited plansy four
witellite aities which must he
subject to regonal planning to
estahlish a trunk sewer.

Mr. Hintun again rose to ¢laim
Acton had much more to gan
from regional government and
wid he would have to stand
unequivocally for “rep by pop.”
Carleton Oitawa  are  going
ahead, he stated, and  the
remaimnder of the province would
soon be following suit,

Carl Witreck, a new member
of the C. of C. executive said the
major faults of the regional plan
was too much emphass i one
or two areas. He felt all Ontario

disputed Reeve.

Photo)

thould be regionalized o the
sell-sufficient  regions - could
tylance out inequalities in the
pouier places.

Paul Nielien remarked that
unhke Councillor Marks and
Heeve Hinton he didn't aswume
Darcy McKeough or anyone el
will strasghten out inegualities
and he certainly never wid w
puhlicly. “Planners are obsesied
with boundanies,” he claimed.
Mir. Nielwn wud the whole
praject smacked of authonitanan
pressure, and was not devigned
av a democratic expression,

Farmer mayor Hen Rachlin,
however, felt Queen's Park was
domng the only thing possible to
waork out a wheme equitable for
all. e agreed to a reduction in
the number of  municipalities
because the province  was
overgoveried and needed some
changes.

wmhqt

dialogue
dughfounded that Acton mayor
Les
C.ORDC, who'd done wo much
work
chmmcm. had no voice in the

thought
thinking.

the
wmetimes chieek to jowl and
ulten very heated.

L]

Geargetown m:y‘Lr Weldon
Emmeron alwo fell in line with

Mr, Rachlin’s reavwning. He .1ald
" the

minister wanted dislogue
and Minal legpdation will arise
from the reaction to the

dialogue.
“It's just like the old wying,”

another member injected. “Keep
your lhead up and never bend
over in front of a Greek.”

Reeve Hoey ended the officlal
by wying he was
of

Duby, chairman

towards regional

reparations, indicative he
of the government's

inal

i
The jiu:uulun continued alter
official adjournment,

veglonal Me, huhunhham-.,-
ditficulty visslizing I.!: Hq-wi up-l'niaru.-—lotﬂf

directors Don Linday, Fred Gordon, sacretary Chrls Schuts,
directors John Coniglio and Carl Watzeck. Missing are vice-presidant
John Rol, treasurer Ted Pratt, and directors Don Timmings and Ewrl
Jollymoaro. —{Statf Photo)

NEW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE exscutive electod at Wednesdoy's
meeting before the heated topic of regional government was initiated
are, left to right, toated, past president Paul Nielcen, new prosident
John Shadbolt and socond vice president Orval Chapman. Standing,

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Council of The Town of Acton
has Avuthorized

A PUBLIC MEETING

TO BE HELD

/.
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 26th at 8 P. M

IN THE

ROBERT LITTLE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

The purpose of the meating will be to review the proposal
of the Ontaric Housing Corporation for senior citizens dwalling
and family units in the Town under the following headings:

1. PROPOSED LOCATION - COBBLEHILL ROAD
2. SPECIFICATIONS & PLANS OF CONSTRUCT ION
3. FUTURE ADMINISTRATION

mm of Acton Councll and represantatives fom Onmtarlo Haurlng Cﬂﬂmtﬂm
and Headway Corporation will be present.

SEE THE N.HL GAMES

beston RCA TV

OBITUARY

Dies in Jamaica
during holiday

A well-known district resident
Mrs. Arthur Scott aof
Georgetown died suddenly at
Montego Bay, Jamaica, on
Saturday, February 15, She was
just concluding a three week
hulidJK trip with her husband
and Mr, .and Mrs. Howard

Holmes, alto - of Georgetown.
~ Preparing to return home that

day, the complained of pain and

a doctor was called, but the died

of a heart attack.

The two couples had travelled
by plane and t to many of
the itlands in the Wesl lm!:u

Mr. and Mrs. Scotl operate
Georgetown Transportation
Company which operates a bus
line and school buses. They had
the Chevrolet.- Uldlmuhlll
franchite in Georgatown until
Mr. Scott sold the huﬂnau to
Androw Murray.

She belonged to the Business
and Pm!'euiun:] Women's Club
and was a director of the North
Halton Golf and Country Club.

Friends were rﬂuh'ad at the
Harold C. McClure fueral home
and a private funaral uwiu Wil
held there Wednesday of last
weesk., .

. Mrs. Scott s mrﬂﬁd‘h haer
husband; two daughte Sundu
Duffy of Georgetown; Karen of
Owen Sound and John at home:
2 sister Mrs. A. Law (Jean uf
:;m:nuva:;ldnﬁ and bro

e ermon Ki
G;an Williarms, rl:r nf

Model TP 20.937

Plus —

Transformer powered

? IF Chassis delivers 18,000 volts

Powerful New Vista Tuner

Cabinet in.

Roller Grain Walnut/Shell Grey
with Black Back

MODEL TP 2091)
Plus —

2 IF Chassis delivers 18,000 volts
Powerful New Vista Tuner

Cabin
Rﬂﬂare(.?hm.Walnutf Shell Grey .
with Black Back.

H- 'OS‘B W 2] g D 1233" H. 165‘3" w 21” D 1233"

NOW 5209 95 Now $219.95

“See the Rellable Man’’

MANNING ELECTRIC

54 MILL ST E ACTON 853-2950

. All interested rﬂsldants and espet:mllsr senior citizens, are
urged to attend.

J. 7. HURSTY,




