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‘merge into bi
. municipality

Merger of the entire counties of Hulton and Peel into
one glant “super-mietro”™ regionul government, complete
with a serles of six or seven lower-tier focal councils, was
predicted as a possibility for 1971 when the Hon. Darcy

McKeough, Minister of Municipal Affairs for Ontario,
unvelled his suggested blueprint for the arca last week.

McKeough, in a (ommal
resentation to about 200
municipal officlals from the two
countiza in Toronto W .
outlined 8 “tentative
lumping everything from
Burlington on the south to
Amaranth Township on the
. north, from Na ways on the
west to Albion on the east, into
one glant regional unit, The new
region would encom about
900 5g. milss and lwhE M
‘towns, two villages '3 o
parts of elght townthips.

Undar the two-tior - mysiem
oullined, lower-tisr councils of
up .to seven perscas would
handle local adminiatration In
six or seven ‘‘area
municipalities™,

Acton oifficials were
non-committal about the

ropoisl when it was pressuted

| many .of them are now'

valcing opinlons oa the
R S it
study minister proposd
to Acton, Gmt:w“
and E township 15
Sider north into one laige
munic . Populition of the
“aren ity would be
over M000 and it would gel
onc represeninative on the
onul council.
mid Acton

ayor - Les
had nlluﬂ tted Iteell to
the ldéa government
but wondered If the town thould
not be ariented towuards Guelph
rather than Georgetown. “'We
hove szome respontibility to
Guelph for use of hospitals
there," he wid, “and they could
very justifiably make an appeal
for suppaort for hospitals,™
The town will continue to
rate normaltly until all the
datails of the set-up are zettled
but the minister made it clear
that the government was
committed to the program and
would let no municipality veto
it.
Esquesing officials did not
seem tickled with the fact their
township would be aplit in
hall~with the lower portion
joining the Milton unit and the
upse: half lumped in with Acton
and “Georgetown in  another
régional vnit.
proposal ruised hockles in
weya, where cries of
**disenfranchisement’’ and
“undemocratic” greeted the
minister's announcement,
Officlals from the township were
aghast at a suggestion lands
south of 25 Sideroad could join
the Milton-based unit, and the
rest of the township could be
given to Wellington County.

Mr. McKeough defended his

government's decision to
- proceed with regiona)
povernimgnt, bating part of his
reaton on the Report of the
Ontario Committee of Taxation
which pointed out that “the
inadequate size of moat
municipal units has resultad ina
chaotic tem of provinetal
. grants to local government that
carinot adequately compensate

for inherent financial
" weaknesses™ .
I The Committee sald it could
not hope to devise a tax and

i

y've had time to

“voluntéer  help,”

fevenue systoim that is “simple,
»  officient, adequate
and conducive to sound
pgowth ... without changes In
the structure of mént.”
“Residen s Ountario,” the
minister stated, “mre no
to te the lack of
co-ordination in the provision of
regional services and tho lack of
direction.” He aho cited the
oxistence of other fragmentary

nd p municipsl sed .
WMIM: T
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community exists with elements
ol diversity. The Minister zaid he
was convinced the Peelllalton
Wt:; be :uil'nhg_
: isto 8 sydam

large wrbancentred
Similar patterns of land use and
the same pressures of
urtbanization mark both
counties, he claimed.

al units would come
into effect, the minitter hoped
by Januaty, 1971,
township and county councils in
Peel and Halton will be scrapped
to make way for the new eyilem

of mment.
‘E:’:u‘rt firing all
tative ﬁ ing
represen ut meet
charged, “and the peld help Is
poing to take over.”

Mr. McKeough sald he
envigloned =xix or seven local
units -of government., The
geventh would be the town of
Burlington which is now part of
a provincially sponsored local
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halrbreadth escape whan this car and the 3.08 p.m.
‘C.N.R., Chicago train collided on the Mill St.
crossing Monday aftermodn. Shaken, but otherwise
unhurt, the youth was treatad for shock after the
front end of the auto was shesred by the

Town,

_tlw‘

overnment review of the
{amilton-Wentworth  area. It
could or could not he part of the
new system. The Department
favared it, he said.

. The propotal embraces a 00
square mile area with a
population of over 400.000. 1t

 would be more than three times

the az# of Metro Toronto. The
ministéer also  suggested the

of Lrin and pant of the
township of Erin in Wellington
county and the town of
On in Dufferin county
be included in the regional unit.

Mr. McKeough said the dhape
of the sewen large urban areas
followed the drainage pattern et
by the watertheds and this
waould facilitate in planning for
myjor sewer projects and futute
recreational and residential
development.

“We must move mare closely
to_the  democratic concept of
representation” by population,”
the minister stated, o statement
which reprecwentatives from
Nassagawéys and the other rural
townthips promptly challenped
after his . Mr. McKeough
said @ t scheme of
multiply woting now puts the
prepon of power in
wban-orilented hands at the
county level. He cited Peel and
the town of Mississauga as an
example.

He  pdoposed urban centres
combined with & large rural ares
to holange separate concerns,
wh nutl::l mprr.?muliv:; at

mee charged would leave
them with no wvolos at nll in
povernment,

Mr. McKeough sald the
government viewed with alarm
the rnupcct of Toronta o
Hamilton ever joining in the
vicinity of the Credit River or
Oukville Creck. Consequently

(Continued on Pape 3)
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DON FORD, 123 CRESCENT ST, had & - sastbound train. Ford said he did hot see the
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The teven &réa municipalitiss = definad by
Municipa! Affairs Minister Darcy McKeough sre &

AREA 1-That pari of the exiiting town of
Mitsicesugs south of the Darry Road, including the
towns of Port Credit and Strestsville; a wmall
waction of Esst Oakville is also Included; the 1048
population of this srea is estimated st 135,000 and
the asrea would hse ssven mambers on the

AREA 3-The
Caladon

.

towndhips ol

snd

. council;

AREA 2-The euxisting municipalitiss of
Chinguscousy, Bramplon and Toronto Gore, plus
that part of Mirtlceaiga north of the Darry Rosd,;
the 1088 population of this area is 9,000 and the
srea would have four wats on the regiona! council;

AREA Bb-Includes the town ol Milton and that
part of OQakville north of Bate Lina Road, part of
Esquating snd that part of the townihip of
Natsagaweyas touth of County Rosd 10; this area

Alblon amd
the vilisge of Caladfon East; in
addition, the town of Orangavilla, plus thowe parts
of the thise bordaring towmnthips that are in the
Credit Riyer drainsge wea; the population would
be sbout 18,000 with one regionsl reprewsntalivo;

AREA 4-Includas the towns of Georgatown
and Acton snd pant of 1the towndhip of Esqueting;
this area would have # population of about 24,000
and would get one representative on the regional
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council;

The new

roughly one
recldants.

has about 12,600 reddents and
regional rejweceantative;

AREA 0-Tho main part of the prewnt town of
Oakiville, with a population of shout 84,000:; this
area would have thiea mambisis of the regions)

AREA 7-The town of Buslington, if It is
included In the Peel Halton reglon; the gwessent
population is ovor 70,000 and the area would have
four regional reprewentatives.
rogion would have an
population of clowe to 400000. The reglons!
council, including Burlington, would conust of 21
mambhers. Repretantation at the cutwd s bsiad on
repwesentative

ufgld.hm one

initial

for sach 20,000
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Cobblehill Rd. residents
oppose 0.H.C. housing

Cobblehill Road area sesidents
oppose the locating of
geared-to-income “housing and
senior citizens” units in  their
locality.

With signatures of 47 out of
55 residents contacted, a group
of seven precented o petition to
council Tuesday cvening.
Spokesman for the group was
Trever Forbes, backed hy Mr.
and M. W. G. Coe, Mrs. Ron
Guest, lvan Copot, Malcolm
MacPherson and Colin Bennell.

“We do not expect a ready
answer,” said Mr. Forbes, “"We
wish to be provocative. An
alternative site would be bhetter
to our way of thinking."

Their brief read as follows:

“We wish to establish, through
this petition, that we are not

v

warning flasher signals. It was the sacond accident
whate a driver collided with » train at the crossing
in recent months snd walked sway from
sccldent.—(StaH Photo) |

the

against the principles of
praviding adequate housing for
the elderly citizens of our town
or the provision &f low rental
housing wunits, but of the
proposed location.

**In ausenting the present
I'Ilﬂpnllll of the Ontario
fousing Corporation, we fleel
the propoted area, namely
Cobblehill Road, is inadequate
for such a project.

“We feel that the preent R2
toning for single family
dwellings is the only type of
dwelling suitable to this area,
due mainly to its physical
aspects and location,

“We list reatons supporting
our assessment for  your
consideration below:

“{1)-Unsuitable for Senior
Citizens (a)-The steep
incline of the hills in the area
will make it difficult for
walking.  (b)-Poor access and
greater distance than is perhaps
nacessary for them to commute
to town (stores, thail and
churches). { c)-Sidewalk
ovisions  esther non-existent,
nadequate or in bad state of
maintenance and repair on all
routes leading to town.
(d)-High and hazardous
traffic incidence on Hwy, 25,

“(2)-Unwitable fur Multiple
Family Units (a) A heavier
than normal increase in molor
vehicle traffic incidence will
congest the already I acceis
roads. (b) -The Caohhlehil)
Road outlet empties into a ve
hazardous section of Hwy, 25,
The sudden contours impede
visihility at all times and the
situation is extreme with the
morning sun compounding the
roblems. (c)-The Mill
treet route has o complex of
hollows, hills and bridges which
are hazardous to both motorist
and pedestrian.  (d)-The
relation of the location to
schools will<further complicate
and compound problems.

(c)-Although the condition
is ulready existent, the ready
access to swamp, lake and dam
with a heavier than normal
influx of children could lead to
disastrous and complicated
problems.”

Commented Mayor Les Duby
mournfully, "We've been trying
over many months to find a
suitable location, We have been
fouled up in four arems that were

handier to the centre of town,"

Problems included proxamity to
the tracks, low-lying land, too

Chigh  cost, or unsuitahility to

C.MH.A. There are 15 or 1K
(Continued on Page 3)

Irain, car crunch

In another accident at the Mill
St. C. N. R, crossing, a car driven
Iﬁl Donald Ford was struck late

onday afternoon by a

passenger train.

Mr. Ford, Crescent St., told
police he was blinded by the

sun. :

His car was struck by the

through train, receiving $1200

damage, but he received only

minor injuries. He was alone in:

the car at the time,
He had been driving west on

. .. Mill when the accident occurred

Monday at crossing =

the five-car

Engineer of

ssenger traln was John Gray,

arnia. The train was
southbound?” on the way from
Sarnia to Toronto. The train was
held up for o short period.

Damage to' the train was
estimated at only $25 to the
engine steps. L

The Ford -car was towed away
to John's Texaco garage.

Cons. Kressler investigated and
a charge was laid.

Another car was struck by a

train there in Nowember. An
Acton woman was struck and

killed by a train there last year. ,

h

graduates

John Goy Ir., son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Goy, received his
Bachelor of Sceence degree at
convocation at the Univernsity of
Guelph lust Friday afternoon.
Just seven received the B. Sc.
degrees from Chancellor George
Drew at winler convocation.
There were 125 graduates
sltogether, the majurity of them
in Arts.

After the graduation
ceremany, friends and relatives
of the Goys attended a reception

Pedestrian
hit by cor
af Mill-Main

“ruck by a cur at the
Mill-Main comer, Mrs. Maude
Chisholm was faken tu Guelph
General Hospital Monday
evening and later releated. She
wilfered a broken wrist and
bruited leg.

The accident occurred at 6.20

.m. and Cons. Roy Woad
E’lwuip,at:d,

He v seeking witnesses to the
accident, and would like anyone
wh saw it to contact the pplice.

Mrs. Floience Llizabeth Dale
of R. K. |, Acton, was driving
natth on Main St. and making o
right*hand turn onto Mill when
shie struck My, Chisholm.

Mrs. Chitholm had been
cronting from Lamb Real Estate
comer to McLeod's store.

Mps. Chitholm was treated at
the Medical Centre by Dr. C.
Hutchiton and taken to Guelph
General Hospital.

at the Cutten Club, Guelph.
He is now associated with his ¥
father at Goy Transport.

Acton’s stand
on Peel-Halton
to be relayed

County councillors E:url!l
want *no part of un with
Peel”, reeve Dr. Frank Oakes
relayed to  Acton - council
Tuesday. At county. council
meeting Tuesdaw afternoon, the
weven reeves . Halton were
named 3 committee to study the
regional government mﬂpaul
which would join t
counties.

County councillors are taking
this very seriously, Mr. Oakes
asserted. They want Halton to
retain its identity.

A special meeting of council
was called for- Wednesday,
February -5, to: prepare Acton’s

stand, This will be relayed by -

Dr. Oakes

ms";nﬂmta& sys of dividi
sted ways o

Haluilf alone tntg larger re rE

government units
‘Deputy-reeve Tyler, who had

to the new

considered.,

two ,

also been at county council that .
afternoon, declaired “Acton will
lose all its ldentity. The Little
man will become 8 number.”
There are lots of pioblams in

Peel.
Added Mr. Greer, “We're the

back end .of the county.
Anything they don't want w
be thoved to the back end. It's

ing to come. All we can do is
fln t and try to pet -the best of -
! L

A couple of councilloss .
disagreed mildly. My, McKenzie
stated that s system adequate
100 years sgo is obsolele now,

My. Coats said the towns
bordering Toronto didn't. lode
thelr Ildentity with
amalgamation. Acton's big

# to pull its weight.
lhr. Marks wondered if too
much em was placed

on iden w.WuﬂFﬂd k at
the broader plan, he said,




